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FOREWORD TO THE DOVER EDITION 


[ew always been intrigued by the rich historical background and folklore of 
the Hudson River Valley, where I was raised. This fascination is no doubt due 
in part to close personal ties with the region, for my ancestors—Dutch, English, 
German, Walloon, Flemish, French, Scottish and Scandinavian—have lived in this 
area for more than three centuries. In my youth I used to love to explore the coun- 
tryside, and this led to a life-long interest in the genealogy of various old families 
and in the beautiful native Dutch colonial style of architecture, of which there were 
many fine local examples. These gracious and well-built houses were little appreci- 
ated in those days, and I came to feel the need to record them for posterity, for 
future generations that would not be able to take them for granted. Hence this book, 
which was originally published in 1936 under the sponsorship of The Holland 
Society of New York. 

In the early 1930’s it was still possible to study and compare such materials as 
maps, land surveys and district road records, and then to ferret out—in strips and 
corners of land that had been cut off in the process of straightening colonial roads— 
many pure examples of this style of building. Here my background and training in 
property archives and as a professional genealogist were indispensable to me, for 
owners usually described their property boundaries in terms of their neighbors’ 
lands. When lecturing on houses or teaching genealogy, I stress that documents 
may be very useful today for a reason different from that for which they were 
originally executed. 

Had the research for this book not been done in the troubled times of the 
Depression, the opportunity for such thorough coverage would have been lost 
forever. The post-World War II proliferation of highways and gigantic real estate 
developments would make such a task extremely difficult, perhaps impossible, 
today, and of course the end result would be much less rewarding, since the recent 
prosperity has led to the destruction of many of the buildings illustrated in this 
book. I particularly mourn the loss of two houses, both in Hackensack—the beau- 
tiful Ackerman homestead (shown in the frontispiece), razed for a supermarket, 
and the imposing Terheun house (Plate 100), torn down to make a parking lot that 
was later developed into a city park. 

Today some of the few houses left standing are being threatened with destruc- 
tion. For example, New Jersey’s historic Old Mine Road and its houses 
(Plates 167, 169, 170, and 171) are currently endangered by the Federal 
recreation and reservoir project to dam the Delaware River. However, in 
recent years this native school of domestic architecture has been widely acclaimed, 
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as well as private organizations and indi- 


and state and municipal governments, 
d in preserving and restoring our 


viduals, have become increasingly intereste 


colonial heritage. 

A forerunner of this trend was the Washington Rocky Hill Headquarters Asso- 
ciation, organized to purchase from a quarry company in 1897 Judge Berrien’s home 
in Somerset County (Plate 128), where Washington wrote his Farewell Address to 


the Army. During the Depression, it was acquired by the State of New Jersey, was 
with the cooperation of the Rockingham 


later moved again, and recently reopened 

Association. An early endeavor in New York was that sponsored by the Grand 
Lodge, Free and Accepted Masons, which in 1930 purchased for a memorial shrine 
the De Wint house in Tappan, Rockland County (Plate 48), on several occasions 
George Washington’s temporary headquarters and the reputed site of the signing 
of Major André’s death warrant. The building is still open to the public, but some- 
what altered; in particular, the original gracefully free-flowing roofline has been 
awkwardly squared off. Since 1965 it has been part of an 85-acre historic zone 
created by the Town Board of Orangetown. This town was the first to act under 
the new enabling law, recently passed by the State of New York. 


The State of New Jersey, with laws dating from 1931 and 1945, had been in 
the vanguard of the movement to preserve historic sites. As early as 1928 it pur- 
chased the house at New Bridge, North Hackensack, which had been the State’s 
gift to Baron von Steuben (Plate 113). In the light of recent research, in 1967 the 
building was officially renamed the Ackerman-Zabriskie-von Steuben house. The 
Passaic County Commission continues its intelligent care of the Dey Mansion 


(Plate 144) and, after finding foundations of its milk-cooling house, recently recon- 


structed it. | 
The City of New York has actively supported the Staten Island Historical 
dtown, for which I was 


Society’s restoration project known as Historic Richmon 
research consultant. A 100-acre site around the Island’s oldest buildings was 
acquired by city condemnation in 1952, and the Britton-Cubberly house (Plate 26) 
is now being rebuilt there, while the Guyon-Lake-Tysen house (Plate 31) has already 
been carefully restored there, along with the oldest known schoolhouse in America; 
dating from 1695. Still situated elsewhere on the Island, the Stillwell-Britton-Perin¢ 
house (Plate 38) has been documented as earlier in date and has had the roof of its 
early portion raised steeply to accord with the slant of its original timbers when 


uncovered, and its jambless fireplace restored. 
In 1966 the Landmarks Preservation Commission of the City of New York, 
designated some 


of which I am now Senior Landmarks Preservation Specialist, 
houses in Kings and Queens Counties as official historical landmarks, among them 
(Plate 23) and the Lent 


the Lefferts homestead (Plate 10), the Wyckoff house 
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homestead (Plate 24). It also designated the important Van Wyck homestead, built 
about 1735 at Douglaston, unfortunately unknown to me when I wrote this book. 

Individuals too have become interested in this attractive building style, and 
many have approached me for advice on how to restore old homes that they have 
purchased. A member of the Luyster family recently opted for twentieth-century 
surroundings, but has thoughtfully kept the original homestead in Middletown 
(Plate 125) intact as a private museum wing. The De Wolf house at Old Tappan 
(Plate 89) remains in very good condition under the careful attention of the present 
owner, a descendant of the original builders. The Schenck house (Plate 13) was 
purchased by a private concern, then donated to the Brooklyn Museum, where it 
has been reerected within the museum walls. At my earnest behest as researcher 
for the project, the steeply pitched roof, which was to be omitted from the exhibit, 
was restored. Unfortunately, when the first Demarest house in Bergen County 
(Plate 82) was moved and rebuilt in 1955, the steep pitch of the roof was modified, 
thereby destroying one of the principal indications of the building’s great age. In 
recent years such roofs have been recognized as historically and esthetically im- 
portant, and have been carefully preserved. Architects are becoming more and more 
sensitive to the distinctive and characteristic features of this regional style of 
building, and are consequently restoring old homes with greater fidelity to the past. 

Numerous architects have spoken to me of this book’s usefulness, and indeed 
one can now see the influence of this style in some of the recent custom and mass 
produced housing. I like to feel that my book has made a direct and practical 
contribution to beautifying the countryside. 

I am much encouraged to find evidence of increasing consciousness of this rich 
heritage on the part of private organizations, individuals and civic organizations, 
and it is my hope that the republication of this book will further and deepen interest 


in all aspects of our colonial background. 


ROSALIE FELLOWS BAILEY 
Member of the Society of Architectural Historians 
Fellow of The American Society of Genealogists 


New York City 
June, 1968 
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INTRODUCTION 


A LL COLLECTORS know the great number of ambitious, defini- 
tive publications which end with Volume I, It is, therefore, a great satisfaction to 
all of us who are deeply interested in the history of the early days of New York and 
New Jersey to see the completion of the survey of early Dutch Houses which was 
undertaken several years ago. 

We are concerned, however, not merely as antiquarians. The architecture, the 
decorations, the furniture of our early settlers have a very definite relationship to the 
arts of today. It is true that our modern lifé calls for conveniences unthought of in 
seventeenth century New Amsterdam; but the charm of line, the judgment of 
location and the spirit of simplicity of the homes of our ancestors are all a good 
influence on a civilization which to some of us seems to be reverting to the more 


humble and honest ideals. 


FRANKLIN D. ROOSEVELT 


HYDE PARK 
DUTCHESS COUNTY 
NEW YORK 


April 27, 1936 
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Society see the completion of this volume which has been prepared for the 

committee by Miss Rosalie Fellows Bailey of New York, and which assures to 
future generations a knowledge of many early Dutch houses in New Jersey, on 
Long Island and Staten Island and in Rockland County, New York. The book is a 
companion volume to Dutch Houses in the Hudson Valley before 1776, which 
was prepared under the auspices of this committee by Helen Wilkinson Reynolds 
of Poughkeepsie and published in 1929, 

In the selection of authors for these two volumes the committee has been for- 
tunate and it desires to record here its appreciation of the able way in which Miss 
Reynolds and Miss Bailey have carried through a monumental task, Also, the com- 
mittee would offer its thanks to all those who in many ways have cooperated in its 
project and helped to make that project a success. 

Miss Bailey, Vassar graduate and professional genealogist, is descended from 
most of the well known families of New Amsterdam and early New York. She is in 
her third year as a member of the board of directors of the Daughters of the Cin- 
cinnati, and is also a member of the Colonial Dames of America and of the Colonial 
Lords of Manors in America. Her name heads the list of genealogists recognized by 
the National Society of Colonial Dames in New York, and she has recently been 
appointed a member of the publication committee of the New York Genealogical 
and Biographical Society. 

The plan for these two volumes was first conceived in conversation between 
Miss Helen W. Reynolds, Mr. Franklin D. Roosevelt and Dr. J. Wilson Poucher 
at Mr. Roosevelt’s home in Hyde Park, New York, but has been realized only 
through the generous enthusiasm of the following gentlemen, members of The 
Holland Society of New York, who as a board of underwriters made it possible 
financially; Edward De Witt, Franklin D. Roosevelt, De Witt Van Buskirk,* 
William A, Simonson, J. Wilson Poucher, E, Covert Hulst, James S. Polhemus,* 
Walter M. Meserole, William L. Brower, Henry Van Dyke,* Charles L. Schenck, 

aenty D. Lott, Wyllis Van Metre, Joseph F. Simmons, Samuel V. Hoffman, 
harles A, Ryder, George B. Cortelyou, Charles M,. Dutcher, Albert V. B. Voor- 


|: is with great satisfaction that the members of this committee of The Holland 
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hees, Col. Cleveland Coxe Lansing, Arthur R. Wendell, R. J. Wortendyke, E. P. 
Hoes,* G. Payn Quackenbos, James H, Pinckney, W. G. Van De Water, F. W. 
Suydam, Herbert M. Waldron, I, E. Ditmars,* J. C. Traphagen, Jeremiah R. Van 
Brunt, Dorville S. Coe, John W. Morrell, Willis D. Van Brunt, Gerrit Y. Lansing, 
George B. Wendell, Cecil B. de Mille, Frank J. Le Fevre, Robert C, Pruyn,* John 
S. Van Riper, Henry E. Ackerson, Jr., Lindell T. Bates, Arthur D. Benson, Wil- 
liam E, Bruyn, Henry B. Decker, William E. Decker, Bruyn Hasbrouck, Francklyn 
Hogeboom, H. M. O’Bleness, Walter S. Rapelje, Edwards F. Schermerhorn, Wil- 
fred B. Talman, John de C, Van Etten, Ottomar H. Van Norden, William Van 
Wyck. 
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PREFACE 


to re-create and record for posterity the manner of life of the early Dutch 

settlers in this country. Emphasis has been given to their homes because so 
many of them are being torn down or have fallen into decay and will soon disappear, 
but this is not primarily a book on architecture and technical discussion will not be 
found along this line. A large part of the text is devoted to the builders and inhabi- 
tants of these houses, to their births, marriages and deaths, to the size of their 
families, and to the important events of their lives, in other words to the genealogical 
side with occasional biographical sketches, 

The classification of a house as Dutch has been determined largely by the con- 
ditions, circumstances and early history of the country. The Dutch government of 
New Netherland lasted for only forty years. Only a small portion of the territory 
under discussion was settled during this period and very few houses remain which 
were built before the English conquest of 1664, Nevertheless, the field survey under- 
taken for this book has revealed that wherever the Dutch or their descendants 
settled, the Dutch culture prevailed, absorbing all other elements in the community. 
Thus houses will be found in this book which were built in the Dutch style by men 
of Scotch, English, French, German, Polish and Scandinavian descent. These men 
of other nationalities had for the most part emigrated to this country while it was un- 
der Dutch government; they were political or religious refugees or adventurers seek- 
ing opportunities of advancement and were attracted by the liberal and flourishing 
commerce, In return for asylum and opportunity and the kindly feelings of their 
Dutch neighbors (which remained a factor long after their rule ended), the emi- 
grants of the various races adopted the language and manner of living of the Dutch 
and chose their wives from among them, so that the second and third generations 
Were as much Dutch in outlook and breeding as though they were one hundred 
Per cent Dutch in blood. 

_ This broad qualification, covering the cosmopolitan period of Dutch sover- 
“ignty, has been the standard used for the inclusion of a house in this work for 
— teason also, This volume has been written under the auspices of the ee 

oe of New York. Eligibility to the Society is based on descent in the male line 

°M an inhabitant of New Netherland, regardless of his original nationality. + 
Hug © present work was planned as a companion volume to Dutch H a oe 
in Tow Valley before 1776, by Helen Wilkinson Reynolds, which was pu 


d id 
dealt under the auspices of The Holland Society of New York. Miss Reynold 


It 


T HIS book on pre-revolutionary Dutch houses and families is an attempt 


With the houses and lives of the people in the Hudson River Valley, 
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side as far south as Westchester County and on the west side down to Orange 
County. No better and fuller account can be given of the manner of life, background, 
customs, traditions and homes of the Dutch than in her book, to which the author 
urgently refers the reader who wishes to acquire an adequate background of the 
life of the times. The genealogical stress gives a different slant to the present volume, 

The territory covered is that of Southern New Netherland, the Dutch settle- 
ments not treated in Miss Reynolds’ work. The Province of New Netherland 
included, as well as New York, the whole of the present State of New Jersey. The 
southern half of New Jersey has been omitted from this volume because it was 
principally settled by the English and Scotch, and no Dutch influence was ever 
prevalent there. Rockland County on the west side of the Hudson River is included 
in this rather than in the former work, because in topography, type of houses and 
families it is more akin to Bergen County, New Jersey, than to the other Hudson 
River counties in New York. The Dutch settlements in Kings, Queens and Rich- 
mond Counties in New York are also treated. New Amsterdam has been omitted 
because the pre-revolutionary Dutch houses there have disappeared many year's ago, 
and it was felt that very little new material could be found. 

An attempt has been made to photograph and give the early history of all 
existing Dutch houses within the territory mentioned, which were found to be only 
slightly altered. This is in keeping with the aim to record for posterity the appear- 
ance of the houses as they were when inhabited by the Dutch. The history has also 
been given of a few houses which have recently disappeared and of some other's 
which have been too much altered for a photograph to convey the desired impression. 
Reference has been made to other photographs and prints of these houses which have 
been published, so as to enable the reader to study other views. 

This work establishes the fact that the average pre-revolutionary Dutch house 
was a farmhouse, inhabited by the farmer and militiaman of the day. It will be 
noticed that there are not many historical houses and very few that can be dignified 
by the term of mansion, The hardships of nature inherent in the opening up of a 
new country operated alike on rich and poor, with the result that their homes were 
very similar with only minor differences in size and detail, 

A field survey was made of Greater New York in 1925, and many of the houses 
chosen and photographed then have since disappeared; the mainland was surveyed 
in 1932 and 1933, The colonial and Revolutionary roads in these regions were foun 
with the aid of old maps (those of Robert Erskine, Surveyor General under Wash- 
ington, proved invaluable) and located among the present-day roads, These were 
intensely scouted by rabie the houses thus found were examined, their owner’, old 
residents and local historians interviewed, and a large volume of correspondence 
initiated, resulting in very welcome aid, The information thus garnered supplied 
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the clues for an intensive study in various libraries, among the county histories, 
family genealogies, church records and wills. Where possible, the land deeds and 
conveyances were examined at the county seats. A complete abstract of title to every 
property could not be compiled in a volume of this type, but enough material has 
been furnished to direct further research by those interested in any particular prop- 
erty. An attempt has been made to give a genealogical sketch of the families of the 
builders and early owners. Original research work on over two hundred families 
was of course impossible in the short amount of time allotted; therefore published 
and manuscript genealogical accounts have been resorted to wherever they were 
available and seemed reliable. The entries in many family Bibles, still in private 
ownership, were copied; asterisks against dates in this volume are used to denote 
this valuable source. 

The author is deeply grateful for the hearty cooperation of the present owners 
in showing their homes and placing their records at her disposal. So many people 
have been of aid in the preparation of this volume that it is impossible to enumerate 
them here. Particular thanks are due to Dr. Frank L. Van Cleef, the Rev. Lefferd 
Haughwout, Loring McMillen, Lewis D. Cook, Cornelius C. Vermeule, Judge and 
Mrs. Henry E. Ackerson, Jr., Miss Mary A. Demarest, Louis L. Blauvelt, M. Mont- 
gomery Maze, George H. Budke, J. Elting Sloat and Wilfred Blanch Talman. The 
advice of Howard Stelle Fitz Randolph, then associate editor of the New York Gen- 
ealogical and Biographical Society, and of Walter M. Meserole, Secretary of The 
Holland Society of New York, have been invaluable, also the encouragement of 
Miss Helen Wilkinson Reynolds and Dr. J. Wilson Poucher. The author has had 
access to the manuscript records and collections of The Holland Society of New 
Yor k, the New York Genealogical and Biographical Society, the New York His- 
torical Society, the New York Public Library, the Staten Island Institute of Arts 
_ Sciences, and the Rutgers University Library. This work could not have been 
saonplished without the photography of Miss Margaret De M. Brown, who has 
SUcceeded so well in portraying the homes and living atmosphere of the Dutch period 
in her plates, _— 
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ADDENDA 


AN IMPORTANT CONTEMPORARY DESCRIPTION 


Not until this book was on the press was the following contemporary description 
discovered, It is an interesting account not heretofore quoted in connection with the 
Dutch life of the period. 

James Thacher, a surgeon’s mate, in his Military Journal of the American 
Revolution, p. 156, thus described a regiment’s march on Nov. 28-Dec. 2, 1778, to 
King’s Ferry, across the Hudson River to New Jersey, and on through Kakiat, 
Paramus and Acquackanonk: “These towns are inhabited chiefly by Dutch people; 
their churches and dwelling houses are built mostly of rough stone, one story high. 
There is a peculiar neatness in the appearance of their dwellings, having an airy 
piazza supported by pillars in front, and their kitchens connected at the ends in the 
form of wings. The land is remarkably level and the soil fertile; and being generally 
advantageously cultivated, the people appear to enjoy ease and happy competency. 
The furniture in their houses is of the most ordinary kind, and such as might be 
supposed to accord with the fashion of the days of Queen Anne. They despise the 
superfluities of life, and are ambitious to appear always neat and cleanly, and never 
to complain of an empty purse.” 

The chief importance of this account is the description of the piazza as sup- 
ported by pillars, Heretofore it has been presumed that the pillars were added under 
the influence of the Classic style at the end of the eighteenth century. The houses 
of the late period generally had pillars, whereas the overhanging roofs of many of 
the earlier houses are left in balanced suspension to this day. The above account, 
however, shows that columns were in common use as eatly as the Revolutionary 
Period, Statements throughout this volume of the subsequent addition of the pillars 
Must therefore be accepted only after study of the particular house in question. 


PRE-REVOLUTIONARY DUTCH HOUSES 
IN NORTHERN NEW JERSEY AND SOUTHERN NEW YORK 


Land Titles 
A GROUP of Amsterdam merchants received in 1614 from the States General 


of the United Provinces a charter, which granted them the exclusive tight 
to trade in the Hudson country of New Netherland. The Dutch West 
India Company was incorporated by the States General in 1623, the charter grant- 
ing almost regal powers to colonize, govern and protect New Netherland. The com- 
pany was organized and the first group of permanent settlers sent over in 1624, A 
charter of Freedoms and Exemptions was adopted in 1629, granting large patroon- 
ships to individuals founding colonies of fifty adults, As this Act did not sufficiently 
encourage colonization, a new charter of Freedoms and Exemptions was adopted 
in $640, whereby patroonships were limited to four miles of river frontage, and 200 
acres were allowed to every colonist bringing over five others. A proclamation was 
issued offering every emigrant as much land as he could properly cultivate; a quit 
rent of a tenth was reserved for the company, thus assuring legal estates of inhert- 
tance to the grantees, Each grantee was required to sign a pledge of obedience to the 
officers of the West India Company, acting in subordination to the States General. 
The occupation of the Dutch settlers was always sanctioned by ground brief (patent) 
from the West India Company and a confirmatory patent was issued after the land 
was under cultivation. Prior to this the rights of the Indians to the lands had to be 
extinguished; although a few individuals purchased directly from the Indians, the 
Steater part of the country was bought by the West India Company and in general 
had to be purchased several times from various groups of Indians. 
Charles II of England, without competent authority, granted the Province of 
New Netherland to his brother James, Duke of York, who conquered the Colony by 
orce in 1664, The Province of New York was ruled as his personal demesne and it 
“came a royal province upon his accession to the throne. All Dutch grants had to 
a in under penalty of forfeiture and were confirmed for a moderate pete 
is (that is, confirmations of title to original purchasers) were issued to individuals 
8toups by the governor, as the representative of the Duke and later of the kings. 
~ netetofore, these titles were based on the extinguishment of Indian rights. 
to Jo Ne Province of New Jersey was sold by the Duke of York on — a a 
colony - rd Berkeley and Sir George Carteret. They formed a ee, en 
Proptictor appointed Philip Carteret as Governor. Under the Concess - 
S, land could only be taken up under a warrant from the governor, w 
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ed after the land had been purchased from the Indians. Such 
that they came in large numbers. Prior titles 
owever, Carteret and especially 


gave a confirmatory de 
favorable terms were offered to settlers 
to land under cultivation were readily confirmed. H 
the later Proprietors contested the early immense grants and were generally able 
to restrict them to land actually in occupation. The Province was divided into East 
and West Jersey on July J, 1676. Berkeley had sold his undivided share (West 
Jersey) in 1674 to John Fenwicke in trust for Edward Byllinge, both members of 
the Society of Friends. Byllinge assigned his share to William Penn and other 
Quakers, and Fenwicke likewise sold interests to others. West Jersey was divided 
among the Proprietors into hundredths. Carteret’s widow and trustees sold East 
Jersey in 1680 to William Penn and eleven others, but later the ownership was 
enlarged and East Jersey was owned and ruled by twenty-four Proprietors. New 
Jersey became a royal province on April £7, 1702, when the Proprietors of East and 
West Jersey surrendered to Queen Anne the power of government, retaining for 
themselves the title to the soil. The Proprietors thus became an association of land- 
owner's. They were tenants in common. Warrants were issued from time to time 
according to their respective rights, authorizing them to survey and appropriate 
tracts. Such a warrant did not convey title of the property to one of them, as he had 
that before: it authorized him to sever it from the common stock and so operated as a 
release to him, allowing him to sell it to others. The lands in New Jersey were 
gradually sold in this manner, and no grants were evet made in New Jersey by the 
King to individuals. 
All these transfers of authority were bound to cause grave disturbances in cet- 
tain ateas. Gov. Nicolls granted the Monmouth patent immediately after the Eng- 
fish conquest, before learning of the transfer of the New Jersey province. Settlement 
was commenced under this patent, which gave the right of local government, but 
the patentees resisted Carteret’s claim to rights of ownership and government, an 
it was not until 1683 that the matter was finally settled in favor of the Proprietors. 
The partition line between East and West Jersey was long in dispute; it was first 
drawn in 1676 and finally drawn in 1743, In the meantime the border land was 
granted to various settlers by both the East Jersey and West Jersey Proprietors. 
The consequent land troubles were severest in western Essex County, the Horsenec 
or Fairtield region, and resulted in many of the actual settlers being ousted if they 
could not repurchase their lands, A large slice of the northern counties in New 
Jersey was for many years claimed by the Province of New York and several New 
York patents extended far into New Jersey. Similarly some of the early patents 
issued by the New Jersey Proprietors were for lands later found to be in New York. 


It was not until $772 that the present line was accepted, 
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IN NORTHERN NEW JERSEY AND SOUTHERN NEW YORK 


Location of Settlements 


The Dutch settled principally in the plains and along rivers and creeks. New 
Amsterdam was established in 1624 on the tip of Manhattan. The level plains and 
large numbers of bays and inlets of Long Island attracted them almost immediately 
and five Dutch towns were established or gradually grew up in the present Kings 
County—New Amersfoort or F latlands, Breuckelen, Midwout or F latbush, New 
Utrecht, and Bushwick or Woodtown. These and the English town of Gravesend, 
where many of the Dutch also lived, were organized under the government of New 
Netherland, The present Queens County was almost entirely settled by the English 
from New England but a number of Dutchmen opened up plantations along Bouw- 
ety Bay, where the East River joins the Sound. Several unsuccessful attempts were 
made at an early date to settle Staten Island where the first permanent colony was 
formed in 1663, The early farms on the Jersey shore of the Hudson River were like- 
wise laid waste by the Indians, and the palisaded village of Bergen, erected in 1660, 
was the first successful development. From these older villages came the settlers who 
gradually opened up the northeast corner of the province of New Jersey, which was 
watered by the Hackensack, Passaic, Saddle, Pequannock and Ramapo Rivers, and 
now comprises the counties of Hudson, Bergen, Passaic and parts of Essex and 
Morris, A small village grew up at Old Hackensack, now Ridgefield Park, another 
at Acquackanonk, now Passaic, and a third at Second River, now Belleville: the 
whole country was studded with farms. Rockland County to the north had a similar 
development, its main community was started in 1683 at Tappan. The English 
Settled a large territory in central New Jersey, the present Union County, most of 
Morris and Essex, and parts of Middlesex and Somerset Counties, Another Dutch 
Stronghold was established in the 1680s south of the English, along the Raritan and 

tone Rivers, which water parts of Somerset and Middlesex Counties, There 
Witt two villages here, Raritan, now Somerville, and New Brunswick, the latter 

“ing part Dutch and part English, Monmouth County was mainly settled by the 
English and Scotch but a small group of Dutchmen sailed south from Kings County 
may about 1695 and opened up farms in the rolling valleys around Holmdel. Most 
“nterdon County in West Jersey was settled in the early eighteenth century by 
ead and Germans from Pennsylvania, but a Dutch settlement grew up around 
; “‘Agton after 1700, The Minisink country, along the Delaware River in the ex- 
¢. vorthwestern corner of the province, was settled in the opening years of the 


Neen century by Dutchmen who drifted down from Esopus in Ulster County, 
W York, 
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The Builders 


There were few trained architects and professional builders among the Dutch 
in the sense that we employ these terms. The average Dutch farmhouse was erected 
by the owner, with the help of his wife, grown sons and the neighboring farmers, 
sometimes under the supervision of a local tradesman, who was generally called a 
carpenter in the records but whose manner of life was similar to that of his farmer 
neighbors. These substantial houses, especially the stone houses, are the result of the 
abundant and inexpensive slave labor of the times, the Proprietors of New Jersey 
granting 75 acres for every slave brought into the colony. It is exceedingly doubtful 
if the stone would have been so extensively quarried, cut, dressed, carried and laid 
if there had been no slaves. 

Types of Houses 


The term “Dutch Colonial house” has often been used for the type of one and 
a half story house developed here by the Dutch, which flourished to perfection 
especially in Bergen County, New Jersey. The name is really a misnomer for it 
came into existence after the fall of the New Netherland government and reached its 
greatest height in the half century after the American Revolution. It is a distinctive 
architecture and our only indigenous form until the coming of the modern sky- 
Scraper. ) 

The earliest houses of the Dutch were temporary shelters, which were of two 
types. There were dugouts, which were excavations in the earth, lined with bark 
and covered with rude roofs of sod or reeds, There were also crudely built houses with 


sapling framework covered and lined with bark. The first permanent homes were 
small, one story buildings of roughly cut 


om used for cupboards and benches for 
; oe "aloes pn built 1657-75 (plate 20), belongs to this very early period in 
a Rie jodi Steep roof, absence of overhanging eaves, and small 
houses were ecellehid at wit teristic features. As soon as practical the 
comfortable: their very steep roofs and Fatherland, of good size, substantial an 
eatly New Amsterdam, ‘and stepped gables are familiar to us in prints 0 
G 
Sévidegrnaee oe P native style which had no prototype in Europe. This 
and the earlier types oe set ee periods as it was a slow, steady gro + 
change was in the roofline, ¢ built along with the newer. The most strikiné 
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In the middle of the seventeenth century the roof was extended to overhang the 
front and often the rear wall, and generally this projection was curved slightly to 
avoid the windows and prevent a top-heavy appearance. The protection of the clay 
and mud mortar from the rain is the reason generally advanced for this development. 
Since the change came about in the frame houses also, a desire to divert the rain from 
the foundations may also have been a factor. Examples of this in conjunction with 
the early steep roofs are to be seen in the Varleth—Sip house, built 1664 (plate 107), 
the Mill Island Schenck house, built 1676 (plate 13), the Demarest house, built 1678- 
80 (plate 82) and the De Clark—De Wint house, built 1700 (plate 48). When the 
curved overhanging eaves came into vogue, they were added in many instances to 
houses already standing. Numerous examples of this are found on Staten Island. 

The pitch of the roofline was gradually lowered. Early examples of the more 
moderately sloped roof without overhanging eaves are the wing of the Schuyler— 
Colfax house, built 1695-1712 (plate 148), the rear wing of the Stynmets—Sip 
house, built 1694-99 (plate 149), the Stillwell—Britton house, built in 1680 and 1713 
(plate 38), and the wing of the Ackerman—Brinkerhoff house, built about 1728 
(plate 72). Except on Staten Island, the roofs of the later houses usually had a mod- 
erate slope with curved overhanging eaves. A few examples of the straight overhang 
are the Luyster house, built 1728-30 (plate 125), the Van Wickle—Suydam house, 
built about 1722 (plate 140), and the Hendrickson house, built 1730-50 (plate 124). 

The gambrel roof came into use in the opening years of the eighteenth century. 
This is a roof with two slopes, the line being broken at an obtuse angle. It is found 
in Europe and was also used in early New England, but the Dutch combination of 
slopes and curved overhanging eaves is the most beautiful gambrel known. The 
early New England gambrel was broken near the middle, the top slope was at an 
angle of 30 degrees and the lower slope at 60 degrees, resulting in a steep roof with 
ample room in the attic story. This type was used by the Dutch, especially at first. 
However, the typical Dutch gambrel was broken near the ridgepole, the upper slope 
was short and fairly flat, at an angle of about 22 degrees, and the long lower slope 
extended at an angle of 45 degrees (these are averages). The curve or flare at the 
bottom of the roof is characteristic; sometimes there was a gentle curve and at other 
times there was a break with a third pitch. The result was a beautiful, comparatively — 
low gambrel toof of good proportions and graceful sweep, which blended with the 
on al surroundings, There was less bedroom space under this type of gambrel but 
, ‘S Was of no consequence to the Dutch who lived on the first floor and used the 
ton Sarret for storage purposes and workshop. One of the most beautiful gambrels 

“i of the earliest erected, that on the house of Abraham Ackerman, built in 1704 
Plate 71). In this roof the entire lower slope is one long, gentle curve. As a general 
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straieht, the curve commencing shortly above or at the line 
poprlag — rp haiema beyond to form the overhanging eaves. The degree of 
steepness and length of the slopes also varied slightly: compare the Haring house, 
built about 1704 (plate 89), the Demarest house, built before 1720 (plate 83), the 
Brinkerhof house, built about 1735 (plate 79), the Vanderbilt house, probably built 
about 1730 (plate 67), the Mabie house dating from the third quarter of the eight- 
eenth century (plate 54), the Durie house, believed to have been built during the 
Revolution (plate 86), the Nagel house, built about 1780 (plate 98), the Van Houten 
house, possibly not built until 1795-98 (plate 106), and the Terhuen house of un- 
known date (plate 100). The Housman house, built 1773 (plate 95), has one of 
the few gambrels without overhanging eaves. The Brickman—Ackerson house, 
built about 1747 (plate 78), is the only gambrel with straight overhanging eaves; 
it has not the suggestion of a curve. The well-known and so-called “Dutch Colonial” 
houses belong to this type, with the low gambrel roof and curved overhanging 
eaves. 

The modest one and a half story farmhouses of the gable and gambrel roof types 
were prevalent throughout southern New Netherland; houses of two stories and 
more were common in New Amsterdam but not in the country nor in the villages. 
Only on the farms of the Raritan and Millstone River section were two-story houses 
popular, Their architecture may have been influenced by the style of the English 
houses in the vicinity of Trenton and Princeton, and in some instances it is possible 
that the wealth and prominence of the builders were factors in the erection of more 
pretentious houses. The resultant style is totally dissimilar to the Dutch houses in 
other regions and has less individuality of character and beauty of line. The Van 
Campen house on the Delaware River (plate $70) and the Dey house at Preakness 


(plate 144) are the only two-story houses in the balan 


ce of 
this volume. of the territory covered by 


Varied Building Materials 


A notable feature of the Dutch style is the combination of var; - 
ials—stone, shin j bina various building ma- 
rae a beautiful = gg “ iron were often used in one house to 
post ion, Wi €ac ele t + ‘ e ‘4 
life and scale by its individual quality, ment contributing its share and adding 
In the construction of the walls, 


gh forests and sandstone quat- 
sce - unties, the houses were all built 
Y quarried on the property. In the early days 
the stones were used in the irregular shapes in which they i taken seen the 
ground and were laid in rough courses, Free se was made of chips and rubble 
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(plates 62, 68, 78 and 147), The binding was mud or clay, strengthened by straw 
or hogs’ hair. Straw may still be picked out of the mortar in the old wing of the 
Packer house (plate 99), and likewise hogs’ hair from the Brickman—Ackerson 
house (plate 78). This binding was used for even the later houses and is not so 
crude as it sounds, for the New Jersey clay is impervious to moisture although liable 
to erosion by strong rains, The stones were roughly faced at an early date but irregu- 
lar shapes continued in use into the nineteenth century for the side and rear walls. 
The corners of the houses were usually laid with larger and better finished stones, 
accurately joined together. The custom arose of emphasizing the front wall of the 
house which was generally built of regular, well-dressed and carefully laid stones 
(plates 46, 85 and 149). Life and variety were added by the varied color and tex- 
ture of the masonry (plates 79 and 105), by the use of occasional rows of stone chips 
(plates 72 and 94), and by the contrast of long and short blocks in the same course 
(plates 96 and 110) which later developed into a pattern (plates 65 and 95). These 
slight variations in the masonry have become more perceptible in the present day 
as the use of white lime mortar for repointing has replaced the old clay binding, 
which was about the color of the stones. These stone walls were built from one and 
a half to three feet thick. They were sometimes covered with a sand and lime wash 
and frequently whitewashed or painted. 

On the wooded plains of Long Island and other places where stone was rare, 
wood was used for the construction of the walls. Frames of lathwork were built on 
sills and, when completed, all the neighboring farmers joined in raising them to their 
vertical position, making use of the occasion for a bit of merrymaking. The frame- 
work was filled with a clay and straw mortar and was then covered with shingles 
ot, less frequently, with broad clapboarding. The shingles were hand hewn from the 
wood of the cypress tree; they were often 42 inches long and were laid with about 
S44 inches exposed. 

Occasionally houses were built of brick. This material was used to a greater 
extent around Albany than in the southern part of New Netherland. The common 
tradition that the bricks were brought from Holland as ballast is improbable due to 
the prohibitive cost of such freight and the need for transportation of more important 
Supplies in the limited number of ships. The tradition is readily explained by the 
terms Holland brick and English brick which were used as standards of measure- 
eo As the De Clark—De Wint house, built 1700, was the home of the leader of 
ae community, in this instance the tradition may be correct that the house 

: uilt of brick brought from Holland. It was a Dutch custom to build the front 
of more carefully finished materials, A logical development was the use of 


brick for the front walls of the houses, as in the De Clark—De Wint house (plate 
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48), the Dey mansion, built in 1740 with brick fired on the property (plate 144), and 
the Ryerson house, built about 1738 (plate 160). In the territory covered by this 
volume, the only houses extant built completely of brick are found in Somerset 
County : the two story Van Vechten house, built in or shortly after 1715 (plate 139), 
the Lane—Brokaw farmhouse (plate 132), and the Frelinghuysen house, built 
about the time of the Revolution (plate 133). 

The contrasting building materials, so characteristic of Dutch houses, are 
found in the smaller areas. When the houses were of brick, the gables were of the 
same material. Otherwise the gables were shingled or occasionally clapboarded. It 
is believed that this was the custom with the stone houses in order to minimize the 
amount of unprotected stone and clay mortar to be repaired on the ends. The ap- 
pearance of these gable ends varied with the height to which the masonry was car- 
ried; generally it ended at the line of the eaves, occasionally a trifle higher (plate 58), 
sometimes it was carried up beyond the attic windows (plates 44 and 54), and in 
very rare instances the whole gable end was of stone (plate 155). The roofs were 
generally shingled, whether the house was of brick, stone or wood, and the over- 
hanging eaves were sheathed beneath with a boxed wooden cornice, 5 to 6 inches 
deep at the outer edge. In the houses of the seventeenth and the first half of the 
eighteenth century, the courses of small-sized stones were continued directly over 
the door and window openings. Lintels came into use before the Revolution. These 
took many forms: occasionally they were long, oblong blocks of stone (plates 63 
and 65), more generally they were long stones of trapezoidal form (plate 46), some- 
times they were made of the same sized stones as the walls of the house but placed on 
end (plates 134 and 167). Brick was frequently used and was laid on end to form 
the same shape as the trapezoidal stone lintels (plate 52); large blocks of wood were 
often marked and sanded to represent either stone or brick, Occasionally the doors 
and windows had shallow arch heads, built of stone or of brick with the space beneath 
sometimes filled in with a wooden plank; this style was common in West Jersey 
(Hunterdon County plates) and is found as early as 1699 in the stone Vechte house 
poh gee ip it o" pieces, occasionally seen on the outer walls (plates 
“a Prt i. ee y the ends of tie rods which were extended through 

cena the . a a ny : nh They were occasionally shaped so as to 
deisleedieadl tanta ot a p r : ). The local blacksmiths wrought the various 
heme Ses, locks, cranes and cooking utensils found inside the 


Size and Plan of H ouses 


The following contracts disclose man 
out the seventeenth and eighteenth cent 
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tracted with Michah Jure to build a house and to pay him 40 guilders for it, a skip- 
ple of corn at the time he began, 10 guilders at the raising, and the balance at the 
finishing; the house to be 22 feet by 12 feet and 8 feet high with a partition in the 
middle and a chimney, to lay both rooms with “joice,” cover the roof and make up 
both gable ends with clapboards, also two windows and a door. London soon sold 
this house and made a contract for a second house with John Hawes, builder: the 
house to be upon sills of 26 feet by 16 feet and 10 feet high, two chimneys in the 
middle, two doors and two windows, clapboard only the roof and dobe the balance; 
price to be 130 guilders or one Dutch cow. These houses were erected at Gravesend 
shortly after it was founded in 1643, 

There was a gradual growth in the size of the house, as the community be- 
came better settled and as the family grew in numbers and wealth. The early homes 
were generally one room houses, occasionally with a narrow bedroom, not much 
more than a closet, at the rear, such as the wing of the Swaert—Van Brunt house, 
built after 1657 (plate 20). This type was also used for the houses first built in a 
newly opened territory, for the homes of the young men throughout the eighteenth 
century, such as the central unit of the Blauvelt house, dated 1741 (plate 43), and 
the wing of the Ackerman house, built 1750-60 (plate 75). Another early type of 
house was twice the size and consisted of two adjoining main rooms each with its 
outside door; a beautiful example is the Demarest house, built 1678-80 (plate 82). 
These houses often had narrow bedrooms at the rear, which varied in size, and 
opened directly into the front main rooms, thus eliminating the need of a central hall- 
way, as the Varleth—Sip house, built 1664 (plate 107), the Haring house, built 1704 
(plate 89), and the Blauvelt house, built 1710 (plate 42). A hallway, running the 
depth of the building, became characteristic of the larger Dutch houses. Generally, 
the hall ran through the center of the house, with two rooms opening from it on 
either side, but sometimes it was placed at the end of the main house, with two 
rooms on one side and a one room wing on the other. A small central hall is occa- 
sionally found in as narrow a building as the Blauvelt house, built 1763 (plate 44); 
it gives access only to the main room on either side, for the narrow back bedrooms 
open directly into the front rooms. 

As the family grew in wealth and numbers, additions were made to the house. 
Back bedrooms were often added by increasing the depth at the rear. The Wyckoff 
house in Flatlands and the Van Pelt house in New Utrecht were altered thus. Such a 
change only shows from the exterior if the house is of stone, as the Blauvelt— 

Ogencamp house (plate 47), A view of the Garret Schenck house in Beekman’s 
a Settlers, p. 12, emphasizes this type of addition even better as the newer part 
Sof frame, Additions made at the side of the original unit were often similar in type 
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and size, as in the Blauvelt house (plate 43), the central unit of which is dated 1741, 
the west unit 1752, and the east unit somewhat later. Other examples are the Acker- 
man—Naugle and Schuyler—Colfax houses (plates 73 and 148). The size of the 
De Pew house (plate 49) was more than doubled as the addition included a central 
hallway: the position of the chimneys in the Dongan—Christopher and Van Duyn 
houses (plates 30 and 166) emphasizes the difference in size of otherwise similar 
additions. Occasionally a large house, consisting of two rooms on either side of a 
central hallway, was developed from the original one room unit. The thick walls of 
one room of the Ackerman—Brinkerhoff house (plate 71) and the absence of cellar 
under one room of the Van Buskirk house (plate 103) are signs of an integral change 
of this sort. The central portion of the Staats house (plates 6 and 136) was built at 
different times, the east rooms and hall erected in 1738-40 and the west rooms not 
until about 1800 in spite of the unity of the exterior. Occasionally the main unit of 
the house was the original structure and the wings were later; this was especially 
the case on Staten Island. The most usual form of addition was the erection of a 
larger and deeper house at the side and the conversion of the original unit into a 
kitchen wing with slave quarters. Upon the marriage of a son of the family, a wing 
was often erected on the other side for his menage or for the use of the grandparents. 
Such houses are found especially in Bergen County. Thus a beautifully balanced 
composition gradually grew from the needs of the family rather than from any pre- 
conceived ideas. It was not until the nineteenth century that wings were built at the 
same time as the main building, such as the Lott house, in which the main unit and 
west wing were erected in 1800 (plate 13). Few of the three unit houses are com- 
pletely pre-revolutionary in date, the newer wing and sometimes the main unit being 
erected after the war, as in the Westervelt houses (plates 109, 110 and vignette). 
The small two room houses consisted of the kitchen, which was also the dining 
and living room, and the parlor, which was also the best - bedroom. The larger houses 
had bedroom closets or narrow bedrooms at the rear. With the erection of an addi- 
tion, the living and bedroom quarters were transferred here and the original unit 
became the kitchen wing and slave quarters, Occasionally the kitchen was in a sepa- 
rate building, as in the Dey house at Preakness. Slaves slept in the cellar, as in the 
Van Wickle house (plate 140), in the garret over the kitchen or in separate outbuild- 
ings. Occasionally one wing was given over completely to the slaves, with a separate 
kitchen for them in the end room, a larder or workroom in the inner room, an 
sleeping quarters in the garret. Generally the second wing was set apart for a younget 
or older generation of the family, The attic floor of the main house was left unfin- 
ished and unpartitioned, and was used for storage purposes, for a workshop (the 
large weaving looms were kept here) and for children’s sleeping quarters. The 
Haring house (plate 89) has an open garret to this day. 
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Architectural Details 


The development of the characteristic rooflines was traced above, under types 
of houses. The gable roof was commonly used on the small and narrow houses and 
on the wings. It had a steep or moderate slope depending upon the period, and often 
had curved overhanging eaves, A frequent variation was the asymmetrical balance of 
a curved overhang in front with a long, straight slope in the rear extending almost to 
the ground, and covering a narrow bedroom (plates 66 and 97) or a lean-to (plates 
16 and 143). Many of the deeper houses were likewise covered by a broad gable roof 
with overhanging eaves (plates 15, 53, 125 and 154). However, the majority of the 
larger houses were covered by a gambrel roof, the long, lower slope of which con- 
tinued in a gentle and graceful curve to form a deep overhang. A combination of the 
two rooflines was frequent, especially in Bergen County where the main house with 
a gambrel roof was generally flanked by wings with gable roofs. The overhanging 
eaves ate found only over the front and rear walls. The gable end was always flat, 
the roof never extended beyond it (plates 7J and 105); the projection of the roof 
beyond the gable end is a late nineteenth or twentieth century change (plates 94 and 
96). The amount of overhang varied with the size of the house; in the large houses 
it was generally three or more feet deep. These projecting eaves hung in a beautiful 
and balanced suspension; no columns were necessary and none were added for their 
support until the influence of the Classic style was felt in the nineteenth century.* 

The only relief of the plain exterior of the house was the Dutch “stoep” or 
front stoop, which was an important feature in olden days. It was a platform in 
front of the door, with railings and backless benches at either side, and was popular 
as a gathering place in the evenings. Very few of these stoops still exist. The Stoot- 
hoff—Baxter house has four stoops, one at the front and rear of each unit (plate 
18 and vignette) ; the broad main stoop has lost in character since the removal of the 
benches, Many of these stoops were not much wider than the doorway, as in the 
Van Wagening house (plate 154). A late nineteenth century lithograph of the Van- 
derbeck house in Hackensack shows a long, narrow stoop under the overhanging 
eaves, extending in front of the door and two of the four windows; it was two steps 
above the ground and had railings and benches on either side (Black, p. 250). 

The doorway was planned for utility rather than effect. The Dutch doors were 
double, the upper half opening separately. They were massively built and strength- 
ened on the inside by a second set of boards, often narrow strips of wood laid 
ee side by side. The upper half of the door was generally panelled in a 
orlelnat ‘a wien typical panelling is shown in plates 14, 33, 62, 47 and — # , 
a Seid or in the Cornelius Couwenhoven house (plate 121) was a very eautilu 

imen; it was painted on the inside with an Amsterdam scene in the upper panel 
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and spreading tulips in the lower panel. Bull’s eyes of thick bottle glass were often 
set in inside doors and are occasionally found in outside doors (plates 83, 127 and 
436). In the thick stone houses, the doors were often placed at the inner line of the 
walls, and the depth of the wall was cased with wooden planking (plate 155) which 
was often panelled (plates 46, 65 and 100). Simple, oblong fanlights extended over 
the doors. Judging by the existing examples, there were three types in common use: 
four or five panes of glass in a row side by side without any decoration (plates 98, 
{24 and 140), similarly laid panes with arched tops (plates 68 and 84), and panes 
cut in a sunrise design (plates 54 and 96). Often there was no fanlight at all (plates 
43 and 44). The elaborate doorway, flanked by long, narrow windows and topped 
by oblong or arched fanlight with fancy moldings, belongs to the post-revolutionary 
and early nineteenth century periods, An early example is in the Lefferts house, 
probably built shortly after the Revolution (plate 10). 

The houses, almost without exception, had cellars which were reached from 
the outside, Sloping hatches under one, and sometimes two, of the windows covered 
a short flight of stone steps down to the cellar. These hatches were generally at the 
front of the house but had no embellishment. 

The size, shape and placing of the windows varied and are to a certain extent 
an indication of the age of the house. The early windows were small for better pro- 
tection from cold, for economy of glass, and for greater safety from the Indians. 
Double hung windows were used extensively throughout the Colonial period, but 
the earlier style of casement window is found in some houses built before 1700. 
Until a comparatively late date, sashes of six panes were in common use. A type 
prevalent throughout the eighteenth century was the large upper sash of twelve 
panes (three rows of four panes each) combined with a lower sash of eight panes 
(two rows), as in the Demarest house (plate 83). In the Varleth—Sip house, built 

$664, and the Demarest house, built 1678-80 (plates 107 and 82), the windows are 
large, both sashes being of twelve panes each, but these large windows did not 
become characteristic until the eighteenth century, A combination of several sizes 
was frequent; smaller and fewer windows were the rule for the rear bedrooms, 
regardless of the date of erection, and the windows of the wings were generally 
smaller than in the main house, In the early period the arrangement of the windows 


varied greatly (plates 27, 36, 38, and 100), but later under the influence of the 
balanced classic form they were symmetric 


ally placed with reference to the doorway: 
The open garret was generally lighted at the gable ends with two or three windows 
near the floor level and a small window at the apex of the gable, In early days this 
was square but in the eighteenth century 


a semi-circular shape came into vogue an 
later two quarter lunars. The panes themselves were small in size due to the crude 
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glass manufacture of the day. Many of the original sashes have since been superseded 
by modern sashes of two or three larger panes. The shutters on the windows were of 
solid wood, occasionally they were battened, more often they consisted of two or 
three simple panels resembling those on the nearby double door. 

The chimneys of the Dutch were always built on the inside of the houses. The 
large, rectangular brick or stone areas, which are so characteristic of the first floor of 
many gable ends, are the backs of the deep fireplaces, and form the only portion of 
the chimney seen in the wall from the outside (plates 8 and J2). A chimney built 
on the exterior of the house (plates 63 and 121) is modern and such a type was never 
erected by the Dutch. Occasionally their chimneys were in the center of the house 
(plate 128), but were more generally placed at the gable ends (plate 24). There were 
fireplaces as a rule in both main rooms, In large houses, especially those of the late — 
eighteenth century, one or both back bedrooms were often equipped with fireplaces 
(plates 7, 31, 141 and 142). Double chimneys are frequently found, the flues for the 
fireplaces in one main room and in the bedroom behind curving and joining in the 
garret into one chimney outlet at the roof. Sometimes the fireplaces were built 
diagonally across the corners of adjoining rooms so that one chimney fed both (plate 
6). A bake oven was generally built at the back of the kitchen fireplace and pro- 
truded beyond the outer wall of the house (plates 129 and 138): most of these ovens 
have been demolished in recent years. In the cellars of the stone houses are stone 
arches which have the appearance of fireplaces, but which have no flues: they are 
structural foundations to support the weight of the gable wall and the chimney above, 
and incidentally have been useful as cupboards. 

The Dutch had a praiseworthy custom of recording the date of erection on the 
house, The year, sometimes the month and day, and often the initials of the builder 
and his wife were cut into some large, flat stone. There was no general rule for the 
Position of this stone; sometimes it was in the center of the wall (plate 73), under 
the eaves (plate 43) or in the foundations, at the corner (plate 159) or by the side 
of the door, and occasionally the door or window lintels were thus inscribed. In the 
De Clark—De Wint house, the date is worked across the front wall in large brick 
figures, the “0” of which can be seen by the window in the accompanying view (plate 

8). These dates are not found so frequently as we could wish. Care must be used in 
“cepting them, for the dated stone may have been originally in a demolished wing 


— inserted in the main house, or it may apply only to a part of the present 


from nt were no stairways in many of the early houses; the garret was reached 
mun} = of the tooms by a ladder and trap door. A ladder is still the means of com- 
‘ation in the humble Haner—Ryder house (plate 51) and was used until the 
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end of the nineteenth century in the Ackerson house, which was erected about 1747 
(plate 78). The average Dutch house of the colonial period had boxed Stairs, which 
were built in the corner of the kitchen if there was no hallway. The Stairway was 
enclosed, with a door at the bottom, to keep the heat generated by the fires in the 
living quarters of the first floor, Many of these narrow enclosed Stairways still exist, 
for example in the houses photographed in plates 44, 83, 97, 119 and 164, which were 
built respectively in 1763, before 1720, before 1745, 1738-40 and about 1720-30. Some 
of the later houses had open stairways with contrasting treads and b 
4). The hallway generally ran the depth of the house from front to 
double Dutch door at either end, Access to the cellar was only from 
means of a short flight of stone steps covered by sloping hatches, 


There was little variation in the treatment of the interior (see plates 2, 3 and 4). 
The massive hand-hewn beams supporting the attic floor were left exposed: some- 
times their edges were chamfered or molded. In the simpler houses the walls were 
plastered and the only decoration was a narrow chair rail, More generally the lower 
part of the wall, below the chair rail, was wainscotted, The fireplace wall of 
_ tooms was emphasized; usually the chimney was in the center, 

boards, and the whole wall was panelled, The early 


enough to contain seats on one side as well as Space to 


back, and their lintels were immense beams, The fireplaces were frequently framed 
with glazed blue Delftware tiles, which were imported from Holland and often 
depicted Biblical scenes. The chimney breast was panelled in as early an example as 


the Demarest house, built 1678-80 (plate 82), and we find a panelled wall in as 
primitive a house as the Titsworth house, built about 1710 (plate 168). The type of 
panelling depended on the period of erection but it was always very simple. Most 
of the early mantels had no shelf, The ctipboards were of many sizes, running the 
gamut from full length closets to small apertures in the side of the chimney wall. 
In general, they had solid, panelled wooden doors, hung on various types of hand- 
wrought hinges, There were algo corner cupboards with shell-shaped tops and but- 
terfly shelves. We find very little carving until the Revolutionary period. About 
the time of the war, various forms of sunburst decoration came into favor. They 
were made with a gouge by itinerant carpenters to embellish the fireplace lintels 
and the trim over the doorways, This typical sunburst decoration can be seen ovet 
the front door of the Lefferts and Tallman houses (plates 10 and 64). 

The seventeenth and eighteenth century farmhouses of the Dutch were austere 
and severely plain, depending completely for their effect on beauty of line and blend: 
ing of varied building materials, Houses continued to be built in the same style 
until about 1835, The Revolution stimulated the interchange of ideas between the 
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various colonies and broke down the isolation of the separate communities, The 
Dutch houses built in the post-revolutionary era and early nineteenth century were 
often influenced in the interior by the late Georgian and Classic styles. The exterior 
modifications were minor and took the form of decoration—an occasional dentil 
cornice, architectural trim around the windows, columns under the overhanging 
eaves,* lunar attic windows in the gables, and the front doorway emphasized and 
flanked by long narrow windows, elaborate fanlight, moldings and carved wood 
trim. 
The main nineteenth century changes in the houses were brought about by a 
desire for greater comfort, especially for more commodious sleeping quarters, The 
narrow back bedrooms, which were often not larger than closets, were not consid- 
ered adequate. Improvement was made in two ways, by alteration or by structural 
addition. In those houses and wings which were covered by a gable roof, the space 
in the attic was often inadequate for bedrooms, so the roof was raised and an 
additional half story erected. This was generally of frame and is therefore especially 
noticeable in the stone buildings, such as the Van Buskirk and Parlaman houses 
(plates 103 and 165) and the wings of the Packer and Westervelt houses (plates 99 
and 109). This half story was lighted by low windows near the floor level, which 
from their position acquired the name of “lie-on-your-stomach windows”; those on 
the wing of the Packer house are the usual type (plate 99). There was more garret 
space under the gambrel roof, so no extensive alteration was required in these houses. 
Partitions were built from time to time under the sloping roof when there was need 
for more bedrooms. In the Westervelt house (plate 110) there still exists, under the 
gambrel slope, a small, windowless bed closet which was considered adequate since 
fresh air was not deemed necessat'y in the nineteenth century. The different ceiling 
levels of the bedrooms in the Ackerman house (plate 71) are evidence that the garret 
was not improved all at one time. The attic of the Ryerson house (plate 160) was 
not modernized until the twentieth century. Most of the garrets have been improved 
in the last hundred years and dormers added to give air and light to the bedrooms; 
one of the few attics still in its original condition is the open garret of the Haring 
house (plate 89). The sloping dormer was probably added in some instances at an 
se oo (plates 32 and 34). It continues the line of the upper slope of gambrel 
well he a and merges with gable roofs. Thus this early type of dormer blends 
viéaesit} the lines of the house and does not form such a complete break and un- 
interruption as the later dormer and gable windows. 

- en nineteenth century changes center about the porch. The most popular 
thee pera ne of the roof overhang one ot two more feet and the addition 
Of various forms for its support ;* several more or less successful examples 
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of this are to be seen in plates, J0, 13, 21, 75, 85, 93, 92, 99, 100 and 103. Small roofed 
platforms in front of the door were common, some of them similar to roofed exam- 
ples of the early stoops. The most prevalent of these had a small, square single pitch 
roof, with a moderate slope away from the house, as in plates 26, 31, 109, and 127, 
the first two being at the rear of the house and the latter two at the front. A porch 
running the length of the house was added as a rule to houses of two stories; an 
early example of this is the Van Buskirk house (plate 103), in which the early stone 
flagging has not been replaced by wood flooring. 


Outbuildings 


The farms had many outbuildings, of which the barn, smokehouse and corn 
crib were the most important. The smokehouse was built like a small one room 
house. One of the few still existing is photographed in plate 114. It is of stone, cov- 
ered by a gable roof, and the end is completely filled by a mammoth chimney. 

The barn was a very large building, several times the size of the house, Many 
of them stood until a few years ago along the country roads. A typical example is 
reproduced in Miss Reynolds’ work (plate 9). The ridgepole is very high, so that the 
roof covers a large area although it has a steep pitch; the side walls are low. Most of 
the barns were of frame. A barn of this type existed in perfect condition on the 
Zabriskie—Board property (see plate 112) until it was remodelled for a clubhouse 
in 1933, A stone barn with a wide gambrel roof is shown in plate 61. Sketches of 
barns which stood until recently on the Tallman properties (see plates 64 and 65) 
show large frame structures, each with a very high door at the center of the gable 
end and smaller doors nearer the eaves; the barns were flanked on either side by hovels, 
open front buildings of massive oak timbers. The Dutch barn had many uses. Grain 
and hay were stored in the loft, and horses and cows had their quarters on either side 
under the eaves. The barns stood a short distance behind or at the side of the houses 

Kitchens were sometimes placed in separate buildings (see plates 75 and 144). 

The well with its long sweep was located at the front of the house, generally 4 
little to one side. Once a characteristic feature, it has almost completely disappear 
Two examples are photographed in plates 89 and 145, 


A Contemporary Description 


Peter Kalm, the Swedish naturalist, travelled through the American Colonies 
in 1748 and 1749, In his account of his journey from Trenton to New Brunswit 
he recorded his impression of the barns of the locality and gave a description of the 
village of New Brunswick, The houses and barns of other regions were proba ly 
very similar except in the more abundant use of stone, 
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“,.+ The barns had a peculiar kind of construction hereabouts, which I will give 
a concise description of. The whole building was very great, so as almost to equal 
a small church; the roof was pretty high, covered with wooden shingles, declining 
on both sides, but not steep: the walls which support it were not much higher than 
a full-grown man; but on the other hand the breadth of the building was the more 
considerable: in the middle was the threshing floor, and above it, or in the loft or 
garret, they put the corn which was not yet threshed, the straw, or anything else, 
according to season: on one side were stables for the horses, and on the other for 
the cows, and the small cattle had likewise their particular stables or styes; on both 
ends of the buildings were great gates, so that one could come in with a cart and 
horses through one of them and go out at the other: here was therefore under one roof 
the threshing floor, the barn, the stables, the hay loft, the coach house, etc, This kind 
of building is chiefly made use of by the Dutch and Germans; for it is to be observed 
that the country between Trenton and New York is inhabited by few Englishmen, 
but, instead of them, by Germans or Dutch, the latter of which especially are 
numerous.” 

“,.. About noon we arrived at New Brunswick, a pretty little town in the prov- 
ince of New Jersey in a valley on the west side of the river Rareton;... (it had four 
churches which were of stone or of wood) ... Some of the other houses were built 
of bricks, but most of them are made either wholly of wood or of bricks and wood; 
the wooden houses are not made of strong timber but merely of boards or planks, 
which are within joined by laths: such houses as consist of both wood and bricks 
have only the wall towards the street of bricks, all the other sides being merely of 
planks, ... The houses were covered with shingles; before each door there was an 
elevation, to which you ascend by some steps from the street; it resembled a small 
balcony, and had some benches on both sides on which the people sat in the evenings, 
in order to enjoy the fresh air, and have the pleasure of viewing those who passed 
by. The town has only one street lengthways, and at its northern extremity there is 
a street across; both of these are of considerable length. The river Rareton passes 
hard by the town and it is deep enough for great yachts to come up. ... One of the 
Streets is almost entirely inhabited by Dutchmen who came hither from Albany, 
and for that reason they call it Albany Street. These Dutch only keep company 
among themselves, and seldom or ever go amongst the other inhabitants, living as it 
— quite separate from them. New Brunswick belongs to New Jersey; however, 
oa Steatest part, or rather all its trade is to New York, which is about forty English 

es distant, ... Several small yachts are every day going backwards and forwards 
tween these two towns, . . .”* 
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Comparison between Counties 


One of the most important factors in the development of the Dutch style of 
houses was that America was a new, unsettled and undeveloped country. Difficulties 
of travel formed an efficient barrier against any large degree of intercourse with New 
England, the South and even Pennsylvania. The Dutch and those whom fortune 
cast with them lived in an isolated manner, uninfluenced by the styles and thoughts 
of the other colonies, and they developed an individual architecture, not only unlike 
that of their far neighbors but also unlike that of their forebears. The opening of a 
new country, the cold of winter and heat of summer, the difficulty of obtaining 
supplies from the Mother country and the need of making most of their own necessi- 
ties—all these natural hardships and conditions inherent in an undeveloped country 
affected alike the rich and poor, the talented and obscure, with the result that a homo- 
geneous architecture was created by the Dutch, These same conditions separated the 
various settlements of the Dutch and acted on them in different degrees. The young 
men opened up new territories and only maintained casual connections with their 
old homes, forming new and self-sufficient communities; they married their neigh- 
bors’ daughters and gradually there grew up a new tradition based on the solidarity 
of family and pioneer life in their locality. Thus the houses in each community were 
built alike, varying mainly in size and finish, and differing from the houses in 
other sections, even though fundamentally they were based on the same architectural 
style and conditions of living. 

Most of the houses on Long Island were built of wood because the country 
lacked the abundant sandstone quarries of northeastern New Jersey and had a plen- 
tiful supply of timber. They could be built with less heavy labor than those of stone 
but were less durable. Consequently on Long Island when new houses were built, 
the old ones were often discarded instead of being used as kitchen and slave wing: 
In Bergen County the homes represent the building activity and social life of several 
generations, but this is rarely the case on Long Island. A different type of roof was 
popular in the two sections. The gambrel roof never took a deep hold on the imagina- 
tions of the inhabitants, as in northeastern New Jersey. The gable roof remained in 
great favor; it was used for the deep houses with rear bedrooms, and in the nine- 
teenth century when bedrooms were desired upstairs, the additional space was 4¢- 
quired by building the ridgepole at a greater height. The overhanging eaves were 
a characteristic feature but the curve of the roofline was very moderate. 

The Staten Island (Richmond County) houses were generally long and nat- 
row, only one toom in depth. Their apparent narrowness, when contrasted 
houses of other sections, is increased by the absence of overhanging eaves. Most 0 
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them were built of irregular stones gathered in the fields rather than of quarried 
stone and therefore little attempt was made to lay the walls in courses. The steep 
gable roof was exceedingly popular and the windows were small and few in num- 
ber. Unlike the houses elsewhere, the large section was generally the original unit. 

The Rockland County houses, with few exceptions, were built of the local sand- 
stone, cut and drawn from the nearby quarries. More than half belong to the small 
and unpretentious type prevalent on Staten Island, but they were built at a much 
later date and therefore the stones of the front walls were cut in more regular shapes, 
the houses were deeper, generally having rear bed closets, and there were more 
and larger windows. About two-thirds of the houses are covered by gable roofs, 
many with curved overhanging eaves in front. Three of the deep houses have gable 
roofs in the manner popular on Long Island but the slope is much steeper. The other 
third of the houses in Rockland County are large and deep, and covered by gambrel 
roofs, generally with a curving overhang; they belong to the Bergen County type. 
In fact, although Rockland County was known until the nineteenth century as 
Orange County under the Mountains, it was thoroughly akin to Bergen County in 
its families and homes. 

In Bergen County the roof with curved overhanging eaves was developed to its 
greatest perfection and used on most of the houses, whether the roofs were of the 
gable or gambrel type. The gambrel roof was vet'y prevalent and was almost always 


employed for the large, deep houses. In Bergen County we find the greatest number 


of balanced compositions: some of the main gambrel roofed houses were flanked on 


one side by an earlier wing with gable roof and on the other side by a similar wing 
of later date. The frequent addition to the wings of half stories of frame in the early 
nineteenth century emphasizes the composition. The houses built in the century 
before the Revolution were all of sandstone blocks from the local quarries, and varied 
in finish and size with the wealth and prominence of the builders. 

The territory adjoining Bergen County on the west belonged to different civil 
divisions at various times} originally a part of Essex County, more than half of it 
was a part of Bergen County in the eighteenth century, and in the nineteenth Pas- 
saic County was formed from both divisions. Passaic County (the lower half) and 
the adjoining reaches at the upper end of the present Essex County were settled by 
the Dutch, most of whom came from Bergen. It is therefore to be expected that the 
styles of these counties should be similar. Actually no homogeneous architecture was 
developed in this territory. Almost every house still standing has its individual char- 
acter, although fundamentally it belongs to the style developed by the Dutch 

oughout the country; characteristics prevalent in Bergen, Rockland, Kings and 


ichmond Counties are seen in different houses; even the arched window tops of 
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West Jersey are found in two of the dwellings. One of the houses is a two story 
mansion situated in the rolling country, miles from any village; it is dissimilar to 
the Dutch farmhouses in most of its aspects, although the varied use of building 
materials is characteristic. The sizes, type of roofs and grouping of units differ with 
each building. All were built of the local stone, but their treatment varied greatly 
and included two with front walls of brick. The pre-revolutionary units, whether 
they are narrow or of great depth, are covered by gable roofs, and in the sections 
which belonged at one time to Bergen County the curved overhanging eaves are 
more prevalent. 

The Dutch settlements in Morris County were grouped in the northeastern 
part adjoining Passaic and Essex Counties, The houses resemble the simple type 
popular especially in Rockland County. They are small, narrow buildings covered 
by moderately steep gable roofs with or without overhanging eaves. The stone 
prevalent in this locality varies considerably in color and texture from the red sand- 
stones of the eastern counties, and the difference in quality may be the cause for the 
larger sizes in which it was generally cut. Interesting variety is achieved in the 
buildings by the colors of the stones and the use of large blocks surrounded by stone 
chips. 

In Monmouth County the Dutch located in 


The shingled houses built here bear great resemblance to their former homes on 
Long Island. They are covered by gable roofs, usually with steep slopes and with 
or without overhanging eaves, The steepness and straightness of the roofs tend to 
emphasize their length and make them the predominant feature, 

Middlesex County was settled mainly by the English, but the Dutch built homes 
in the southern and western portions, Their one and a half story farmhouses, similar 
to those in the adjoining Somerset County, are clapboarded or shingled and covered 


by moderately steep gable roofs with no overhanging. eaves, The Georgian style 
influenced two of the houses which 


ate large two story buildings, totally dissimilar 
to those in Somerset County, 


Along the Raritan and Millstone Rivers of Somerset County, many of the 
houses erected in the mid-eighteenth century are totally unlike the Dutch homes in 
the country elsewhere. They are large two story houses located on farms of at least 
several hundred acres, They are built of brick, of clapboards or shingles, and differ 
in size and dimensions, Two of them were the Homes of prominent men, who digni- 
fied their estates by naming them, and others were the homes of large land-owning 
farmers. Each of these houses has its individual character, of which only an occa- 
sional feature has its prototype in the more humble farmhouses of the Dutch. Most 
of the one and a half story farmhouses in Somerset County are reminiscent of the 
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houses on Long Island; they are covered with clapboards or shingles and have gable 
roofs of varying degrees of steepness; only two have overhanging eaves and these 
have the very straight slope occasionally seen in Monmouth County. A few houses 
are covered with gambrel roofs of English proportions. One house is unusual in that 
it is built completely of brick and has a gable roof of very moderate pitch. Two 
houses have the window arches characteristic of West Jersey and two others have 
the long, round-edged shingles very occasionally seen elsewhere. 

The settlers of Hunterdon County in West Jersey belonged to several different 
nationalities, the Dutch locating near Somerset County. The extant houses are built 
of the local stone, cut in irregular blocks. The rooflines varied; two gambrel roofs 
have the deep, curved overhanging eaves so characteristic of Bergen County, but the 
upper slopes are long, similar to those in Somerset County. The most characteristic 
and interesting feature of the West Jersey houses is the arch head over the doors 
and windows. It is a shallow arch of bricks or stones set on end, and sometimes has 
a shaped wooden plank in the space between the arch and the frame. This feature 
is also occasionally seen in other sections of the country. 

Sussex County in West Jersey formerly stretched along the Delaware River to 
the Water Gap and included the present Warren County. The Dutch settled in the 
Minisink regions. The average building seems to have been a long, narrow one of 
limestone blocks, covered by a gable roof of varying degrees of steepness, and with- 
out overhanging eaves. Each of the houses that remains has an individual character, 
the most unusual being a small, square house with a steep roof. There is a two story 
mansion built of limestone, which does -not resemble the few other two story houses. 
It has arched window tops on the first floor and a roof of unusual steepness for this 
type. 

Possibilities in Modernization of Old Houses 

The majority of the pre-revolutionary Dutch houses existing to this day are 
still used as farmhouses. Many of them have been allowed to fall into decay and only 
a few have been improved and reconditioned according to modern standards. The 
alterations made in the Victorian age destroyed much of the beauty of the old 
houses, The old wooden mantels and the twelve pane window sashes were torn out, 
rh ng and porches added, and other unfortunate changes made. The houses 
ic have not been thus altered offer the greatest possibilities of restoration to the 

‘8inal style and conversion into modern residences. The solid construction and 
ie lines of the old houses, their interesting panelling and woodwork, are sound 
comfort Ons for intelligent alterations, complying with present-day standards of 

tt and taste, The associations, age and history of the houses cannot help but 


en an ] 
ce their value for cultured owner's. 
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The maximum charm and quaintness are achieved through a strict restoration, 
with the preservation of the original layout. However, as a large living room is the 
modern desideratum and as the rooms in Dutch houses are comparatively small, 
two of them may be thrown together. The partition is generally torn out between 
the old best room and the narrow bedroom behind it, making a large room extending 
the depth of the house, with windows on both ends and sometimes on the long side, 
The location of the chimney may be an objection, If there are two fireplaces they 
will be on the side of the room, Generally there is only one, which will then be off 
center on the long wall, Such a living room may seem unbalanced to many unless 
another center of interest is cleverly created at the other end, Where the hall running 
through the center of the house is not considered a necessary feature, a large living 
toom can be made successfully by throwing the two main rooms into one, thus 
creating a living room extending the width of the main house, with windows the 
length of the long wall and fireplaces on either end. This has been done very well 
in the Van Wickle—Suydam house (plates 2 and 140). The large number of windows 
and two fireplaces give a feeling of space, a wealth of light, and great warmth and 
comfort. The fireplace wall of the best room is often completely panelled as in this 
case, and usually has wall or corner cupboards. The second main room is generally 
treated in a simpler manner; originally it may have been the combined kitchen and 
living room, and a mantel piece added when the kitchen was moved into a wing, or 
it may always have been a living room. The different treatment gives a pleasing 
variety to the ends of the new large, living room. In the Van Wickle—Suydam house, 
one fireplace wall has a panelled chimney breast, a simple mantel with no shelf, 
and on either side cupboards of different sizes with panelled doors (plate 2); the 
wall on the opposite end of the long room has a wide, low fireplace, a mantel piece 
of simple proportions with a high lintel and a narrow shelf, a plastered chimney 
breast, on one side a set of bookshelves with cupboards below, and on the other side 
a door into the dining and kitchen wing (see vignette). 


Structural change is seldom necessary in the hallway (plate 4). The stairway 
is generally narrow and steep, especially when enclosed, but its alteration destroys 
more in individuality than it achieves in comfort. The hall is often dark, as there is 
frequently no fanlight over the back door and light from the fanlight over the front 
door is obscured by the deep overhanging eaves or porch. In restorations the uppet 
halves of the double Dutch doors have been treated like the old windows, with rows 
of four small glass panes (plates 2, 4, and 73), thus affording the desired light. 
Many of the halls are not so wide and therefore not so important a feature as the oné 
photographed here, and the enclosed Stairways in vogue detract from their size an 
decorative quality. In these cases, an attractive and successful treatment is oné 
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which has been used in the Van Wickle—Suydam house. The rear has been changed 
to the front of the house, the former front portion of the hall has been included in 
the new, large living room, leaving the former rear portion as an entrance hall with 
the box stairs going up one side. In small houses which have no hallway, the rear 
of the house can be changed to the front and an entrance made directly into one of 
the former narrow bedrooms, which would be converted into a small reception room. 
In very narrow houses with neither hallway nor back bedrooms, the front door 
must perforce lead directly into the living room, unless a structural addition is made 
or the wing is converted into an entrance unit. 

The rooms on the first floor can be easily adapted to the varying needs of the 
modern owner. In the Ackerman house, one of the back bedrooms has been success- 
fully converted into a den or small library (plate 3). Rows of bookshelves cover one 
long wall above and on either side of the window, and panelled cupboards have been 
placed below them. The window sill has been deepened to the line of the cupboards 
and conceals a radiator below. This treatment gives the wall a uniform surface 
in a useful and interesting manner. The size of the small room does not appear to 
be greatly diminished by an integral change of this sort. 

Most of the garrets of the Dutch houses are already divided into bedrooms. 
These may be of pleasant proportions, or the existing partitions may have to be 
knocked out in order to form attractive bedrooms with the closets and bathrooms 
required by modern standards, Frequently dormers are necessary. The sloping form 
(plates 52, 98 and 148) gives as much light and air as other types and blends 
considerably better with the lines of the roof. 

Overhead beams, old windows, double doors, wooden mantels, glazed fireplace 
tiles, cupboards, panelling, chair rails and wainscotting are all characteristic features 
of the old Dutch houses. The hand-hewn beams supporting the second floor should 
be left exposed as they add considerably to the character of the house, Some are 
Ver'y massive, some show the axe marks and others have chamfered ot molded edges 
(plates 2, 3, and 4), In the nineteenth century these beams were often covered with a 
plaster ceiling, the removal of which will add considerable height as well as charm. 
Occasionally large vertical beams in the side wall may be uncovered to advan- 
tage (plate 2). If the many-paned windows and wooden mantels have been taken 
ae these should be replaced if possible with old examples or reproductions. The 

mantels have good proportions and blend better with the interior than the marble 


“Litels of the Victorian era. The old many-paned windows have quaintness and 
and increase the coziness of the interior by excluding the outside world more 
et sash was 


co 
., v?letely than the modern ones. In these old windows, the large upp 


ovable and the lower sash was raised and fastened with pegs. Greater ventilation 
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can be easily obtained by placing these sashes on hinges so that they open upward 
and outward. In many houses the interior has not been altered and only renovation 
is needed. 

The treatment of the interior of the rooms depends largely on the tastes of 
the owner. The unpanelled walls may be left plastered (plate 2) or covered above 
the chair rail with old-fashioned wallpaper (plates 3 and 4). The beams may be 
stained, ot painted to match the balance of the woodwork, The white painted 
panelling and the various browns of the beams and furniture (plate 2) make a 
pleasing room that does not seem lacking in color. Certain bright hues are charac- 
teristic of the colonial period. Occasionally a more definite color scheme may be 
worked out, thus in the library (plate 3) the woodwork is painted the yellow of 
sunshine, the ends of the bookshelves are picked out in red and the frames of the 
old prints and maps hanging on the wall are red or black. All informal styles of 
furniture will blend well with the old backgrounds. A few large pieces are good, 
like the upholstered wing chair by the fireplace (plate 2), and the high secretary 
desk (just off the photograph) which extends almost to the ceiling and balances 
the height of the windows on the opposite side of the room. Windsor and ladder 
back chairs are placed to advantage in front of panelled walls as none of the 
panelling is lost behind them. In the small rooms special care should be taken to 
choose small scale furnishings, 

Me penevapencap mry trom 
extending beyond the gable end or ts rae a he neem eiges Pi 
easily and the characteristic flat ble end ee Th oe sere eon ee 
“tne Pogetbor gable en restored. The requisite dormers should 
th ple type, carefully designed and placed so as not to break the roofline 
i “A pe tan Gok epee a blends best with the roof (plates 
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beautiful lines of th ‘oil » if a porch is not deemed necessary, the 
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Duistiuseon shautdin = ye toom and links the house with the garden. The old 
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two very high, solid-backed benches, which are of the so-called 
although actually of modern design, A more typical Dutch stoop leaner diene 
with a modern trellis (plate 136); the small hood over another doorway (plate 164) 
has beautiful proportions, 

Some judicious planting about the foundations, trees and a rolling lawn (plates 
75, 107, 155, 3§7, 164 and 141) accomplish to a great extent the change from Dutch 
farmhouse to modern residence as far as the outward aspect is concerned. 


Preservation of the Houses 


The Dutch in America created an individual and charming architecture which 
should be preserved. In villages and in the open country many of the houses can be 
converted easily into modern residences with attractive surroundings. Where grow- 
ing land values, new roads or reservoirs doom these old houses to extinction, they . 
can be preserved only if the public interest is aroused. Unfortunately there is at 
present little hope unless the house has a historic past or is intimately connected 
with the growth of a city. In this case associations are formed for its upkeep and if 
necessary it is moved to another site. The patriotic societies have done good work 
along this line and have converted some of the old houses into museums or chapter 
houses. However, there is little general interest in the Dutch houses from the architec- 
tural standpoint, although they form the only indigenous architecture prior to the 
modern skyscraper. The Brooklyn Institute of Arts and Sciences is a pioneer in 
this respect; in its section devoted to American architecture are to be found several 
houses from various parts of the country brought together for comparison, and 
among them is the Schenck house formerly at Canarsie on Long Island, It is to be 
hoped that this example will be followed in various communities. 
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PLATE 2 


Van Wickle—Suydam House 
Interior 


Symen Van Wickle built his house along the Raritan River about 1722. The exterior is reproduced in 
plate 140. The hallway and two main rooms have been recently thrown together to form one large living 
room with a fireplace at each end, extending the length of the house. This view shows that part of the 
living room which was originally the best room and the back door which was formerly the front door. 
The other end of the large room is shown in the vignette. 
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PLATE 3 


House of Abram Ackerman 
Interior 


The exterior view of the house of Abram Ackerman at Saddle River can be seen in plate 75. The two 
interiors reproduced here are in that part of the house which, although pre-revolutionary in style, 
was not built until 1781. This view shows one of the narrow back bedrooms on the main floor 
which has been recently converted into a small library. 
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PLATE 4 


House of Abram Ackerman 
Interior 


This is another interior of the house of Abram Ackerman at Saddle River. It was customary in Dutch 


houses for the hallway to run the depth of the house. This view, taken from the front door, shows the 
hall and its present treatment. No architectural changes have been made. 
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PLATE 5 


House of Barent and John Nagel at Closter 
Stone Unit Built by Barent Before 1745 for One of His Children 
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REAR OF STOOTHOFF—BAXTER— 
KOUWENHOVEN HOUSE 





KINGS AND QUEENS COUNTIES 


Kings County 


HE southwestern end of Long Island, which extends some distan 
’ ce south 
| of Manhattan, became Kings County when counties were Organized in 


{683 and is now co-terminous with the Borough of Brooklyn in Greater 


New York. Except in the vicinity of the tidge of hills, where the land was stony, the 
settlers found good farming lands and in the southeastern part large grass plains 
devoid of forests. The Dutch commenced to come here shortly after they had formed 
the first permanent settlements at New Amsterdam and Beverwyck (Albany). The 
first purchases of land in Kings County were made by the individual settlers directly 
from the Indians and the lands confirmed to them by the Dutch authorities. How- 
ever, in 1638 and 1639 the Dutch West India Company acquired from the Indians 
the title to nearly all land in Kings and Queens Counties, 
One English and five Dutch towns were organized while the country was still 
a part of New Netherland. Attracted by the large open flats or plains, scattered 
settlements are believed to have been made as early as 1624 at New Amersfoort or 
Flatlands, This town is in the southeastern part of the county fronting on Jamaica 
Bay. An Indian path led from Fulton Ferry to Bergen Island in Jamaica Bay 
along the old line of Flatbush Avenue and Mill Lane. The palisaded village of 
Flatlands was erected at Flatbush Avenue and the King’s Highway. A Dutch 
Church was organized in 1654 and a house of worship erected in 1663. A mill was 
started on Mill Island in 1664-66, The maize lands at the north end of the town on 
Canarsie Neck were not cultivated until a later date. The next centet-of settlement 
was in the town of Breukelen along the East River, where plantations were granted 
at Gowanus in 1636 and at the Wallabocht in 1637. A public ferry connecting the 
Island with New Amsterdam was soon established by Cornelius Hooglandt, and the 
8toup of houses around the slip came to be known as The Ferry. In the interior 
along Fulton Avenue the village of Breukelen was settled in 1645 and another 
et grew up in the Clove at Bedford. A Dutch Church was organized in 1660, 
© pre-revolutionary houses remain in these densely populated sections, The town 
oy sHtidwout or Flatbush is believed to have had scattered settlements as early as 
' 634-36, although no patent to the town was issued until 1651. Its sloping wooded 
Plains are very fertile and covered the central part of Kings County, separated from 
reukelen by the tidge of hills, Individual settlers located first in the = Pat of 
nt © town along the Indian path, now Flatbush Avenue. The center of the village 
“S at the intersection of Church Street. A Dutch Church was organized and built 
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in 654. As late as 1697 the Labadist travellers remarked that the road from Flatbush 
over the hill to Breukelen was only a trail through a dense forest and Was v 
stony. Consequently the best way to New Amsterdam was by boat from Griese 
Bay or by the shore road via Flatlands, New Utrecht and Gowanus. Both 
Flatbush and Flatlands had been purchased from the Canarsie Indians. Another 
tribe, the Rockaways, claimed the ownership of part of Flatbush: the town was 
repurchased from them in 1670 and its eastern boundary established. The settlement 
made here shortly afterwards was known as Oostwoud (East Woods) or the New 
Lots of Flatbush; it was later organized as the independent town of New Lots, now 
East New York. The land along the Narrows and part of Gravesend Bay was known 
as the Nyack tract. It may have been settled as early as 1643. In 1652 Cornelius 
Van Werckhoven, schepen of Utrecht in Holland and member of the Dutch West 
India Company, obtained a grant from the government and repurchased the Nyack 
tract from the Indians, He intended to plant a patroonship here but died in 3655-56, 
Jacques Cortelyou, the learned tutor to his children and manager of his estates, 
later obtained a large part of the tract for the debts he had paid in behalf of his 
employer. In 1657 he laid out the village of New Utrecht, consisting of twenty 
village plots in a square surrounded by the same number of 50-acre farms. The 
village was guarded by palisades and a blockhouse. A disastrous fire in 1675 
destroyed most of the settlement. A Dutch Church was organized in 1677. Wood- 
town or Bushwick was the last town formed in Kings County. Scattered plantations 
were cleared in 1641-50 by a few Swedes and Normans along the East River south 
of Newtown Creek. No attempt at an organized settlement was made until 1660 
when the Indian troubles caused the governor to order the farmers to concentrate. 
A village was erected on the Wallaboght in the present Williamsburg district. The 
village of Bushwick was organized on Bushwick Avenue above Grand Street, 
mainly for the French settlers in the vicinity. Another center developed at the 
Crossroads, where Bushwick Avenue intersected the Road from the Ferry to 
Newtown (Flushing Avenue). The only English settlement was made at Gravesend, 
on the sandy but productive soil of the extreme southern part of the county. A 
patent was obtained for these lands in 1643 by Lady Moody who immediately started 
an English colony for the free enjoyment of religion. It was almost wiped out by 
the Indians in the first year of its existence. It was laid out in accordance with y 
definite plan, consisting of a 1é6-acre village square of forty house plots, for tifie 
by palisades, and surrounded tadially by forty planters’ farms. | 

The five Dutch towns in Kings County were organized into a district in 166}, 
to which was assigned a schout fiscal and secretary responsible to the genet 
government, and to whom the village schepens were subordinate. The English tow® 
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of Gravesend was allowed greater independence. After the capture of New Nether- 
land in 1664 by the English, the province of New York became the personal property 
of the Duke of York, later James II. At the Convention of town delegates gathered 
in 1665 at Hempstead by order of Gov. Nicolls, the boundaries of the towns were 
settled, new patents required and a code of laws promulgated (known as the Duke’s 
Laws); Staten Island and the west end of Long Island were organized into the 
West Riding of Yorkshire. Under the laws thus established the Court of Assize, 
consisting of the governor and his appointees, was the unlimited head of the govern- 
ment. Upon the arrival of Gov. Andros in 1683, the first Colonial Assembly was 
called and a bill of rights adopted, courts of justice established and many of the 
Duke’s Laws amended, the ridings were abolished and counties organized. In 1671, 
after the Leisler Rebellion, the Colonial government was reorganized and no further 
change of any importance took place until the Revolution; the government consisted 
of the governor, who could dissolve the assembly and negate its acts and who 
appointed all officers and disbursed the public funds and lands, the council appointed 
by the king, and the assembly of delegates chosen by the freeholders; their rule 
was subject to revision by the king. Colonial Long Island was the richest part of the 
Province of New York; even in 1787 more than one-fifth of the tax was levied here. 

The Dutch at the time of the Revolution were opposed as ever to the encroach- 
ments of the crown but were averse to rebellion and wished to remain neutral; due 
ces on Long Island many were or pretended to be Loyalists. After 
e Island was occupied by the British. Howe 
proclaimed security of person and property for those who remained peacefully on 
their farms. Nevertheless Long Island was under rigorous military rule, soldiers 
and American prisoner's on parole were billetted on the inhabitants, cattle and wood 
were sequestered for the use of the British, and robbery by marauding gangs was 


unavoidable. 

The first houses of the Dut 
frames of saplings covered with bar 
with bark and thatched with reeds. 


to circumstan 


the Battle of Long Island in 1776, th 


ch settlers on Long Island were of the rudest kind, 
fk or mere excavations in the hillsides lined 
The earliest sawmills furnished timbers for 


the first permanent houses which were small, one story buildings with thatched 
toofs, stone fireplaces and ovens, and chimneys of boards plastered inside with 
mortar or mud. Houses built a little later were modelled after those in the fatherland, 
of good size, substantial and comfortable: the stone Vechte house, built at Gowanus 
in 1699, was a good example of this type. The later Dutch dwellings on Long Island, 
almost without exception, consisted of frames of lathwork filled with clay and straw 
Mortar and sheathed with clapboarding and shingles, as there was very little stone 


Available, The gable roof was extremely popular even for the large houses. Deep 
53 


QUEENS COUNTY 


overhanging eaves with a slight curve were characteristic, especially at the front 
of the house. Additions were generally built along the same lines as the Original 
unit but on a larger scale. 

In this section on Kings County no attempt has been made to include houses 
which disappeared some time ago, partly because the limited space precludes 
accounts of all the houses in this thickly settled part of the country, and partly 
because the descriptions and information available are already in print. Many have 
been reproduced in Historic Homesteads of Kings County, by Charles A. Ditmas, 
Keskachauge, by Frederick Van Wyck, and Rambles About Historic Brooklyn 
(printed 1916 for the Brooklyn Trust Company). The survey of Kings County for 
this volume was made in 1925, Many of the houses photographed at that time have 
since been torn down. The text is based largely on the early land records, which 
have been assembled with great care by Dr. Frank L. Van Cleef, to whom the author 
is very indebted. 

Queens County 


The land in Queens County was a part of New Netherland although mainly 
settled by Englishmen from New England. The greater part of the territory is 
west of Kings County but a small section, later organized into the township of 
Newtown, borders on the East River north of Kings County from which it is 
separated by Newtown Creek (in early days known as Mespat or English Kills). 
In 1642 Rev. Francis Doughty and his associates were granted the Mespat Patent 
for over 13,000 acres, at which date there were only three settlers near the creek. A 
settlement was organized immediately along Mespat Kill but was wiped out the 
following year in the Indian war. It rose slowly from the ashes. Trouble was created 
by Doughty who considered himself the patroon; the tights of the other patentees 
were upheld and he departed for Flushing. Vlissingen or Flushing was founded in 
$645 by the Dutch, the only Dutch town in Queens County; it soon acquired a 
large English population, Hempstead had been founded further east in 1643; 
Rusdorp or Jamaica was settled in 1655. In 1652 an English colony from New 
England located at Middleburg, midway between the English Kills and Flushing; 
this embraced the present Elmhurst, Corona, Woodside and Winfield, and was 
called the town of Hastings in 1662. The lands to the northeast along the bays of 
the East River were settled by Dutch farmers: they never organized a separate 
community but remained dependent on Flatbush or New Amsterdam for civil 
and religious advantages. 

The Dutch allowed Englishmen to form colonies on taking the oath of 
allegiance to the States General and the Dutch West India Company; their towns 
were largely independent in town affairs while the Dutch settlements were subject 
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to the absolute rule of the Dutch government. The Middleburg colony was 
allowed to hold its lands without rent or tax for ten years, after which a tithe of 
the produce was to be rendered; town officers were appointed by the governor, The 
new charter of Connecticut, granted in 1662, greatly enlarged its boundaries, and 
the English towns in Queens County took the opportunity to forswear their Dutch 
allegiance and join their English neighbors across the Sound, At this time the 
settlement of Middleburg adopted the name of Hastings. After the English conquest 
of New Netherland in 1664, Queens County was considered to be a part of the 
Province of New York. The town of Hastings, including the various out-plantations 
at the Poor Bouwery (on Bowery Bay), Hell Gate Neck, English Kills and vicinity, 
was organized into the township of Newtown and included in the West Riding of 
Yorkshire. It formed the northeast corner of Queens County, organized in 683. 
Although the Dutch had purchased the land in Queens County from the Indians 
in 1638-39, the English thought it best to extinguish all Indian rights in 1666, and 
the government then granted a patent to Newtown in 1667. It is in this township 
that the few old houses remain which are of Dutch architecture. Unfortunately 
these do not include a homestead of the prominent Riker family. The settlers here 
were all engaged in farming, and a few ran sawmills and grist mills, 

Of the three houses in Newtown treated here, the two on Bowery Bay were 
built by Dutchmen and the other one was owned and probably erected by an English- 
man. However, all three are typical of the architectural styles developed by the Dutch 
in America, and are very similar to the houses in Kings County. The photographs 


were taken in 1925, 
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Kings County 


. Cornell—Schenck House 
in Highland Park, Jamaica Avenue, East New York 
PLATE 7 


This house was inherited by Judge Teunis Schenk from his father-in-law 


Isaac Cornell in the first ten years of the nineteenth century. It stands on Cornell 
land and is said to have been built about 1760, presumably by Isaac Cornell or his 
but of the Continental 


father. They were not members of the English Cornell family, 
family which finally adopted the patronymic Cornele or Cornell. 

Guillaume Cornelise’ was probably a Huguenot but became identified with the 
Dutch colony. In 1658 he obtained a patent for a plantation at Flatbush, where he 
settled and where he and his wife died in 1666. He was survived by two sons, Peter 
and William, both of Flatbush, and possibly others. The latter, known as William 
Guilliamse,? married Margrietje Polhemus, and died about 1703; his name is men- 
tioned in the 1677 patent of the New Lots of Flatbush and in the 1685 patent of 
the Town. He had six children, Johannes of New Lots, Peter of Jamaica, Cornelis 
of Flatbush, and three daughters. The eldest son, Johannes Williamse,’ born several 
years before 1671, is supposed to have lived in New Lots on the farm conveyed him 
on March 4, 1701/2 by the heirs of his father according to the terms of his will. He 
is said to have married Aeltfe Gerritse Voorhees, bap. Oct. 4, 1685 at Flatlands; 
their issue ig not known but they are presumed to be the ancestors of the Cornell 
family of New Lots. The Cornell family owned a great deal of property in New 
Lots (now East New York), and the old homestead, which no longer exists, stood 


back in the present Evergreen Cemetery near the Queens Borough line. 


Southeast of this former house stands the later Cornell house on the northerly 
sometimes called the Road to the 


of the two highways from Brooklyn to Jamaica, 
Ferry, The property, known as the northerly half of lots No. 17 and No. 18, was 
in the possession of Isaac Cornell about 1770 according to deeds to neighboring 
land, the south half then being owned by Frederick Simonsen. These two lots had 
granted originally in 1680 to Jan Stryker. Isaac was probably a son of Johannes 
Cornell, who in 1768 and 1772 bought lands nearby, between the two highways, 
later part of the clearland of Isaac 


known as lots No. 23 and No. 24, which were 
of adjoining property to Nicholas 


all deceased, according to the transfer 
illiamson on March 1, 1808. Isaac was still living on June 20, 1804 when the 


Snedeker property east of his house changed hands. 
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The home land of Isaac Cornell in the New Lots (the north half of Lots No. 17 
and No. 18), was deeded on Sept. 2, 1808 by Teunis Schenk and his wife Gitty 
Cornell to Coert Van Brunt and reconveyed to them the next day, the transfer 
stating that this farm of 34 acres on the Brooklyn- Jamaica road belonged to Isaac 
Cornell, who failed to make a will in favor of his sole heir Gitty. 

Judge Teunis' Schenk, b. Feb. 15, 1767, was the son of Teunis’ Schenk of 
Bushwick, who was the grandson of Johannis' Schenk, the progenitor of the family 
in Bushwick (see plate 16). On December 18, 1794 he married Gertrude or Gitty 
Cornell, b. March 5, 1778, d. Nov. 20, 1860, and had many children: John of 
Flatbush, Catharine, Ann, Isaac of New Lots, Peter, a bachelor, Maria, Alletta 
Jane, Eliza, Gilliam of New Lots, and Cornelia. The judge lived in his father-in- 
law’s house at New Lots from the time of his marriage until his death on Dec. 29, 
1842. On the death of his father-in-law 1804-1808, the judge inherited a great deal 
of Cornell property in New Lots, including various scattered: lots and a large tract 
on the north side of the road from Jamaica to the Brooklyn Ferry extending into 
Queens County. He sold some of this property but deeded the major part to his sons 
Isaac and Peter in 1837. Peter never married. Isaac C.’ Schenck, b. Jan. 17, 1802, 
married Catharine, daughter of Peter Meserole, and had several children including 
John C.’° Schenck, who lived in this family homestead at East New York (formerly 
New Lots), and finally sold it in 1906 to the City of Brooklyn for a park. 

The main house was probably built about 1760 by Isaac Cornell or his father. 
It was partially rebuilt and remodelled in {792 by Isaac Cornell and in 1812 by 
Judge Teunis Schenk. It is of stone, covered with a thick coat of whitewash, 
and has a steep gambrel roof unmarred by dormers. It is two rooms deep and has 
four chimneys. The small frame wing is of later date, probably built in 1812, The 
house stands opposite Ashford Street on the north side of Jamaica Avenue in 
Highland Park. It nestles below the hills, which protect it from northerly winds. 


House of John Covert 
1410 Flushing Avenue, Bushwick 
PLATE 8 


It is possible that this house was not built until immediately after the Revolt- 
tion, when the Coverts obtained possession of the land, On April 22, 1709 Paulus 
Van Ende bought a one hundred acre plantation in the new lots of Bushwick, whic 
eventually came into the possession of his granddaughter Jannetje Van Ende and 
her husband Moses Beegel. Their house is mentioned in the Bushwick-Newtown 
boundary settlement of 1769, and stands to this day adjoining the Covert house to 
the north (plate 22). On April 29, 1786 (deed recorded Nov. 3, 1866) Moses Beadel 
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and his wife Jenny sold to Johannis Cuvert 48 acres in Bushwick and Newtown, 
bounded on the northwest by the highway, on the northeast by Moses Beadel, on 
the southeast and southwest by Nicholas Wyckoff. 

Johannis or John Covert (probably a descendant of Teunis Janse who emigrated 
in 1653) settled here on his purchase and died about 1842, This and other property 
on the north side of the highway, bought by John Covert in 1801, passed to William 
Covert, undoubtedly his son, William Covert died intestate Sept. 20, 1858, Surviving 
him were his widow Helena, Rebecca, widow of William D. Ballagh, Abraham D. 
Covert and his wife Mary, Cornelia, Sarah, Michael S. Covert and wife Catharine, 
Francis M. Covert and his wife Emma, who were no doubt his children. These 
heirs partitioned his property in 1864, the homestead falling to Michael Covert. He 
disposed of it outside the family in 1866 to John G. Jenkins, The latter sold the 
house and tract in two parcels, in 1867 and 1886, to Peter Wyckoff, who lived in the 
Schenk—W yckoff homestead across the highway (plate 16). 

The house is two full rooms in depth and two rooms and a hall in width. It is 
covered with long rounded shingles and is surmounted by a gable roof overhanging 
both front and rear. The frame annex is recent. The house faces Purdy Place, the 
only opened portion of a projected road between Cypress and Onderdonk Avenues. 
It is on the southeast side of old Newtown-Bushwick Road, now called Flushing 
Avenue, 


House of Lady Moody (?); the Van Siclen House 
Gravesend Neck Road, Gravesend 
PLATE 9 


Lady Deborah Moody was the widow of Sir Henry Moody of Garsden in 
Wiltshire, who had been created a baronet of the realm in 1622 and died about 
1632, She was the daughter of Walter Dunch, M.P., a champion of liberty and 
constitutional rights. True to her inheritance, she was a woman of education, refine- 
ment and great force of character, and prominent in Colonial councils and public 
matters, She emigrated in 1640 to Massachusetts with her son Sir Henry, was 
excommunicated for her religious views and retired in 1643 to New Netherland. 

hat same year Lady Moody obtained a patent for lands at Gravesend on 

ng Island, and was joined by fellow countrymen in forming a new settlement 
icated to the free enjoyment of religion. Gravesend was laid out according to 

a definite plan: a 16-acre square, bisected by two roads, was sufficient for the forty 
Ouse plots of the patentees, and was surrounded radially by the same number of 
P’anters’ lots or farms outside the palisades, each farm being easily accessible from 
© house of its owner. In this manner, it was hoped there would be adequate pro- 
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tection from the Indians, who had almiost wiped out the little settlement in the early 
days of its existence. 
On Nov. 18, 1646 Lady Moody was allotted a double plantation (No. 9 and 
No. 10), and presumably at the same time the corresponding house lot, which was on 
the north side of Gravesend Neck Road in the northwest of the four village squares, 
Lady Moody was living in Gravesend as late as Nov. 4, 1658, and had died before 
May 11, 1659 when her son sold the house lot inherited from his deceased mother, 
Her son Sir Henry soon removed to Virginia. He had disposed of his mother’s 
house lot to Jan Jansen Verryn, who in 1663 sold it to Ralph Cardell. The latter 
died 1684-89, leaving his real estate to his widow Elizabeth. She was married two 
more times, to Thomas Bayles, d. 1687, and thirdly on March 17, 1687/70 to Isaac 
Haselbery, b. 1649, who deeded the house and two garden spots in 1703 to Nicholas 
Stillwell, Jr. The latter sold it the following year to Ferdinandus Van Sickelen, Jr. 
Ferdinandus' Van Sycklin emigrated in 1652 and settled at Flatlands. When 
he took the oath of allegiance in 1687 he stated he had been in the country for 
thirty-five years. He later settled at Gravesend where he died about 1712, Among 
his children by his wife Eva Antonis Van Salee was Ferdinandus’ Van Sickelen, Jr., 
who married Gertruy, daughter of Minne Johannes and Rensje Feddans. They had 
two sons, Ferdinandus and Minne, and six daughters, Eve, Remge, Elizabeth, 
Margaret, Annie and Jannette. Ferdinandus’ Van Sickelen, Jr. was still living in 
Flatlands in 1698; in 1702 he bought from Stillwell the house plot and half the 
bouwery in Gravesend and settled here. He willed this property in 1737 to his 
son Ferdinandus’ Van Siclen. The latter married Maria Van Nuys; he was living 
as late as 1798 and eventually left his property to his three children, John, Abraham, 
and Maria Antonides, These two sons divided the double house plot in half, and it 
came down thus in these two branches of the family until the middle 1800s when 
both halves passed into the ownership of Thomas Hicks. The west half of the lot 
was released by John and Maria to their brother Abraham‘ Van Siclen in 1809; in 
1841 John Van Siclen and his wife Maria conveyed it to Cornelia, wife of Thomas 
Hicks, Sarah Hicks, and Maria, wife of Epenetus Smith, all of whom sold theif 
interests in 1842 to Thomas Hicks. The east half of the lot was released in 184} 
by Abraham’s heirs to their uncle John‘ Van Siclen, who willed it to his two sons 
Court J. and Ferdinand. The latter willed his share to John C, Van Siclen. In 4853 
Court J. and John C. Van Siclen sold it to Thomas Hicks. The double house lot 
belonged to the estate of Mrs. Hicks in 1890, In the partition of 1904 it was sold to 
William E, Platt who in 1912 sold it to Bert Cole. The present owner is Miss Anna 
Anderson. 
There is a strong and persistent tradition that this house was occupied by Lady 
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Moody, the founder of Gravesend, It was at her house in Gravesend that Director 
Stuyvesant and other officials dined and discussed with her the problems of the 
province. The title to the property shows that Lady Moody did indeed have her 
home here, but it was undoubtedly in an earlier house than the present one, which, 
although of great age, belongs to a later period. The present house may have been 
built by Ferdinandus Van Sickelen about 1702 or more probably in the second half 
of the seventeenth century by one of the three husbands of Elizabeth «itis 
probably this house which was mentioned in the deed drawn when the third husband 
sold the property in 1701. The house stands on the north side of Gravesend Neck 
Road opposite the cemetery and between Van Sicklen Street and Gravesend Avenue. 





House of Pieter Lefferts 
in Prospect Park, Flatbush Avenue, Flatbush 
PLATE 10 


The old Lefferts house was burned in 1776 and the present house was built 
on its foundations along the old lines. Pieter Janse’ emigrated with his wife, 
Femmetje Hermans, and children about 1660, settling at Flatbush; he died soon 
after his arrival and guardians were appointed for his two minor sons by the Court 
of Flatbush on Oct. 15, 1662. The orphan child Leffert Pietersen’ (also called Leffert 
Pietersen Haughwout) lived in Flatbush, where he was assessed in 1675, named in 
the patent of 1685, and took the oath of allegiance in 1687 stating he had been in 
the country for twenty-seven years. On Feb, 29, 1687/8 he bought of Anna, widow 
of Egbert Van Borsom, 58 acres in Flatbush between the main road to the village 
and the road from Bedford; this tract had been originally patented to Cornelius Van 
Ruyven in 1664, On Jan. 19, 1692/3 he enlarged his farm by purchasing from Gerrit 
Stryker a tract adjoining it on the south, which had been patented to Cornelius 
Janse in 1661. 

Leffert Pietersen married about 1675 Abigail, daughter of Auke Janse Van 
Nuyse, b. about 1654, d. July 19, 1748, and had eight sons and five daughters. After 
his death on Dec. 8, 1704, his farm was inherited by his son Pieter’ Leffertze, b. 
May 18, 1680, d. March 13, 1774 in his 94th year, who served as county treasurer for 
thirty-five years. He married Ida, daughter of Hendrick Suydam, and had three 
sons and five daughters, On Aug. 24, 1767, shortly after his son’s second marriage, 
Pieter deeded the homestead farm to his son Jan. Jan or John’ Lefferts, b. March 16, 
1719, died on Oct. 20, 1776 two months after his ancestral home had burned. He. 
Was a very wealthy farmer, county judge, and delegate to the Provincial Congress. 
On April 29, 1746 he married Sarah Martense, b. Nov. 23, $727, d. Dec. 30, 1762, 
and had five children: on April 17, 1765 he married secondly Lemmetje Vanderbilt, 
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b. May 25, 1720, d. April 17, $782 and had two more daughters. The homestead 
farm passed to John’s son, Pieter® Lefferts. Pieter, b. Dec. 27, 753, d. Oct. 7, 1791, 
married May 13, 1775 Jannetie, daughter of Jacobus Lefferts, b. May 33, 1753, d. 
Feb. 21, 1783, having borne one son who died in infancy and two daughters; he 
married secondly June 17, 1784 Femmetje, daughter of Evert Hegeman, b. May 3, 
1753, d. Aug. 5, 1847, and had one son and one daughter. 

Pieter Lefferts was an important member of the colony, a delegate to the 
Constitutional Convention, lieutenant in the army, and a senator. On Aug. 22, 1776 
his home was accidentally set on fire by the Americans, who were burning the 
grain in the nearby fields to prevent supplies falling into the hands of the approach- 
ing British. This was just before the disastrous Battle of Long Island. Pieter Lefferts 
rebuilt his house on the old foundations and followed the old design as closely as 
possible. On May 8, 1785 he enlarged the farm by purchasing 100 acres adjoining 
him on the south from the other heirs of his father-in-law Evert Hegeman. 

Pieter’s only son, Senator John’ Lefferts, b. Dec. 14, 1785 in the new house, d. 
Sept. 18, 1829, married June 3, 1823 Maria Lott Lefferts, daughter of Jacobus 
Lefferts, b. Aug. 20, 1786, d. Sept. 23, 1865, Like his father, he was a member of 
the Constitutional Convention and a senator. His only son was John’ Lefferts, b. 
Aug. 12, 1826, d. April 18, 1893. He continued the family custom of marrying a 
cousin and of marrying twice; on June 17, 1853 he wed Eliza, daughter of James 
Lefferts, b. April 18, 18313, d. Nov. 13, 1867, having borne three sons and three 
daughters; on Feb. J, 1871 he married secondly Helen Evans, b. July 30, 1840, and 
had three more sons, James’ Lefferts, 6, March 27, 1855, was a son by the first wife: 
he owned the homestead and was occupying it with his family in 1909, 
tine ioe of the oe of the old family home is that the Americans 

yb it in t eit war manetvres because the British were taking 
—— . its cover and firing from behind it. This account seems less credible 
en am be = considering that it was the home of an important family and of 

It is generally believed that the house was rebuilt 
was burned in 1776, However, it is questionable pared x allele 
be indulged in while the Briti play of wealth would 

g the British occupied Long Island. It was mor b 
at the end of the war. The house is a well built, # eouesiy ‘erettee 


3 commodious stru 
and shingle. Its gambrel roof has a more deeply curved slope none pes gi 


The doorway with its sunburst carvin 

g and flankin , 
post-revolutionary. The house formerly stood at No. 563 Flaten . yimeaprad 
vicinity of Lincoln Road. The large farm was bound amicus Bee 


d on the west by th h 
Road and on the north by th | tots : est by the Flatbus 
i y the no longer existing Road to Bedford, also called the 
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Clove Road. The Flatbush Road led from Flatlands and forked a short distance 
north of the Lefferts farm, one branch going to the port and the other to the ferry 
to Manhattan. The house has been moved a short distance to Prospect Park, and 
now stands on the west side of Flatbush Avenue, north of the park entrance from 
Empire Boulevard, It is maintained by the Daughters of the American Revolution. 


House of Johannes Lott 
1940 East 36th Street, Fiatlands 
PLATE 11 


This pre-revolutionary house in Kings County is still in the possession and 
occupancy of descendants of the builder, Johannes Lott. His grandfather, Pieter’ 
Lott, emigrated to America in 1652 from Ruinerwold and settled in Flatbush. His 
son, Hendrick* Lott of Flatlands and Jamaica, married Katrena De Witt and had 
among others ason, Johannes’ Lott, b. May 1, 1692, d. April 8, 1775, married Antie, 
daughter of Claes Folkert, bap. Oct. 7, 1703. Johannes was a colonel of a Kings 
County regiment, a member of the Assembly and the largest slaveowner in Flatlands. 
On Dec. 12, 1719 he bought a farm in the southern part of Flatlands from Coert 
Voorhies (who had purchased it June 10, 5733 from Roeloff and Albert Terhuy- 
nen), and later bought more land, until he had a large farm extending to the bay. 
He built and died on this tract. His house, part of which is now the east wing, stood 
a short distance northeast of the present house. Among his eight sons and five 
daughters was Johannes’ Lott, Jr., b. Dec. 31, 1721, d. Jan. 25, 1782, married April 
6, 1745 Jannetje Probasco, d. Oct. 28, 1802, and had four sons and four daughters. 
He died only a few years after receiving his father’s house, and it passed to his son 
Hendrick. In 1796 the house was recorded as 50 x 34 feet, condition old, value $600 
(which was high), the barn 48 x 52 feet, farm of 124 acres, value of barn and farm 


$3600. 

Hendrick IL‘ Lott, b. Oct. 3, 1760, d. Feb. 24, 1840, married July 15, 1792 
Mary Brownjohn, d. Sept. 7, 1853 in her 83rd year. Hendrick Lott had only three 
children and so his father’s house was adequate. However, he no doubt felt that an 
imposing mansion was better suited to his position as a large landowner. He built 
the present main house and west wing in 1800 on another portion of his ancestral 


farm, and moved part of his forefathers’ house from its old site to become the east 


Wing of his house. 
On Hendrick’s death the property was inherited by his only son Johannes H. 
Lott, b. Aug. 20, 1793, d. Feb. 26, 1874, married Dec. 28, 1817 Gashé Bergen, b. 
July 24, 1797, d. Jan. 21, 1883. The house came into the possession of one of their 
feven children, Henry De Witt’ Lott, b. June 25, 1825, d. Jan. 2°, 1889, married 
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Oct. 28, 1863 Annie Bennett, died Sept. J, 1882, At the time of Henry D. Lott’s 
death, the farm consisted of 100 acres of upland and 500 acres of meadows. Three 
of his children were living in the house in 1909: John B.’ Lott and his family and 
George’ Lott in one part, and Mrs. Jennie Suydam in another part. Mrs. Suydam 
(nee Jennie Lott) still owns it and resides here. The farm recently dwindled to a 
truck farm of 17 acres, and now consists of but a few acres around the house. 

A road was opened at an early date from the center of Flatlands village south- 
wards to the bay and was called the Road to Lott's Landing; the name was shortened 
to Lott’s Lane and for a short time was called Kimball's Road. It has been recently 
obliterated by the development of the neighborhood. The house was some distance 
to the west of it, reached by its private farm lane which curved around the side and 
back of the house to the immense Dutch frame barns, which stood until recently. 
Early in 1926 (after the photograph was taken) 36th Street was cut through the 
property, so near the house that the stone slave kitchen (seen in the photograph 
behind the tree) had to be torn down; 35th Street runs near the west end of the house. 

The neighborhood has been developed with small modern houses, and one 
comes upon the Lott homestead (now painted a glistening white) with considerable 
surprise, pleased by its spaciousness and its graceful, peaceful lines. The wing is a 
part of the old house built about 1720; its gable roof is steep, its window openings are 
small, and in the rear of the house the original windows are still in use, their width 
of four tiny panes, thick moldings, and narrow lower sash being typical. Although 
the wing seems so small, at one time there were two bedrooms under its roof. The 
main house has on the ground floor two rooms and an ample hall, which connects 
with the room in the west wing. The gambrel roof over the main house has a 
beautiful curving sweep in front, forming an overhang now supported by columns; 
the straight slant of the roof in the rear is now marred by the gable window. A view 
in Ditmas, p. 37, shows the front of the house, the slave kitchen, and part of the farm. 


House of Adrian Martense 
formerly at 21 Church Avenue, Flatbush 
PLATE 12 


Thi h ‘ ¢ : 
and yeactiatons pdcton A Adrian Martense on property inherited from his father 


| yerse’ emigrated from Amsterdam about ié¢ 

“ aoe he r— Nov. 24, 1710. On July 29, 1659 he shar — 

on Mill Island ( s - ofse Schenck of Flatlands; her uncle built the Schenck house 

seed ha ” ¢ }3). Between 1661 and Feb. J, 1670 when his ownership was 
» Adrian bought a plantation in Flatbush, patented in 1655 to Isaak Foreest: 


in 1693 he bought a doubl 
64 e plantation to the north of it from Margaret Verschuur. 


HOUSES IN KINGS COUNTY 


His son, Martin Adriance,’ b, March 9, 1668, d. Oct. 30, 1754, was called Martin de 

Boer because he had one of the largest farms in Flatbush. He had inherited his 
father’s three plantations; his homestead formerly stood on the Parade Grounds. He 
married Sarah Remsen Vanderbeek, b. Dec. 1670, d. April 30, 1724, and had five 
children, Rem, Gerret, Adrian and two daughters. 

Martin’s son, Adrian’ Martense, b. Oct. 24, 1707, d. Sept. 17, 1784, received his 
father’s west farm and built his home thereon. His descendants adopted his 
patronymic of Martense for their family name whereas some of their cousins had 
taken the name Ryerson, the patronymic of their emigrant ancestor. By his wife 
Neeltje, Adrian Martense had four sons and five daughters. His farm was divided 
between his three surviving sons: Jores (1737-1804), a bachelor, Garret (1740- 
{826), a bachelor, and Adrian (1742-1817), who built a house after the Revolution, 
reproduced in Ditmas, page 67. The youngest son, Isaac‘ Martense, b. Jan. 9, 1748, 
d. Nov. 12, 1778, married Nov. 5, 1775 Maria Meserole, b. Oct. 22, 1758, d. June 18, 
18463; he predeceased his father, leaving an only child, Adrian, who continued to 
reside in his grandfather’s house. In a partition of {819 Adrian was allotted 65 acres 
together with his uncle Garret, and paper errs oe 1826 he willed his nephew 

f his share in the farm of his father ian. | 
= a pre L* Martense, b. Oct. 3, 1776, d. Sept. 13, 1826, indirectly em 
the house and part of the farm of his grandfather, after whom he had —_ — . 
He lived in his grandfather’s house and farmed his and his uncle _— | more : 
 setied Deborah Berry, b. Sept. 23, 1780, d. March 1, 1865, and nae ae, Juha 
Maria, Rachel (180-1906), a spinster lady who lived to - Te ey Catt, Ob 
(1803-28), also unmarried, and Elizabeth (4806-5875), wi e of | at — en 
Feb, J, 1865 Maria, Rachel and Elizabeth divided their — so — poy owe 
Garret’s lands. The eldest daughter, Maria‘ Martense, bot ato! = Nao. 
in March, 1825, Stephen Schenck, who died one dh rn 875 aad 
she married secondly Jan. 2° ore — peer enter became nina ‘- the 
77 years. They resided in the — o— he married but had no issue, 
Story homestead, and had three sons: wines hy Rachel, The property was 
Martense, and Joseph, a bachelor who lived with his aunt txache’ 


sold out of the family about 1908 to settle the estate. | ted by Adrian 
The house was built at two different times. Lang eed bong perenne eal been 
tense about the middle of the cently © yeaa babl built by his grandson 
built by him shortly before he died in 1784, but was pro to ake room for a row of 
Adrian Martense about 1800. The house was torn down 


Northeast corner of Church and Chester Avenues, - 
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The Old New Utrecht Road until recently wound northwards from that settlement 
to the Martense farm, where it joined Church Avenue (originally called Cow Lane), 
which led to the church and the center of Flatbush village. Nearby, Martense Lane 
ran in the direction of the present Greenwood Cemetery to Gowanus, It was followed 
by the British and Hessian soldiers in their attack upon the right wing of the 
American Army commanded by Lord Stirling, which was holding the ground on 
the hills of the present cemetery. 


House of Jan Martense Schenck on Mill Island 
East 63rd Street near Mill Avenue, Flatlands 
PLATE 13 


There is much controversy about the age of this and other old houses in Kings 
County to determine which was the earliest erected. Regardless of its actual date, 
the house of Jan Martense Schenck is without doubt the oldest house from the point 
of view of its style of architecture, and is also the oldest house still standing as 
originally erected. 

When Jan Martense Schenck took the oath of allegiance in Flatlands in 1687, 
he stated he had been here 37 years, and therefore was brought to this country in 
1650 as a child. He is supposed to be a grandson (or greatgrandson?) of a Martin 
Schenck of Doesburg, Gelderland, b. Aug. 7, 1584, Jan Martense’ Schenck, prob- 
ably born at Amersfoort in Holland, died in 1689 at Flatlands, married about 1672 
Jannetje, daughter of Stephen Van Voorhees, who, after his death, married secondly 
at Flatlands Oct. 12, 1690 Alexander Simson. On Aug. 20, 1660 Jan Martense was 
granted by Stuyvesant two parcels of land near Mill Lane in the village of Flatlands, 
one of which he immediately sold to his neighbor Pieter Claesen (Wyckoff). He 
resided in the village until he sold his house, lot, and 12 morgens of land on Feb. 
15, 1676/7. 

The year previous, on Dec, 29, 1675, Jan Martense had bought from Capt. Elbert 
Elbertse (Stoothoff) one half of a mill at Mill Island with the island, and no doubt 
built his house on the island the following year before disposing of his home in the 
pale — had been included in the Indian deed of May 13, 1664 for Equan- 
no — : : oe en — by John Tilton, Sr. and Samuel Spicer of Gravesend. They 
wil sa emeat ae cae “ — for Elbert Elbertse, for the latter appears to have 
3 1681. A man med ng beiore the Indian deed was officially assigned to him on May 

, ° p made on July 3, 1666 by James Hubbard shows that the mill already 


existed at this time, and had no doubt been built by Elbert Elbertse in the two years 
since the execution of the Indian deed, 
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As stated above, Jan Martense Schenck who bought the mill and half the island 
from Elbert Elbertse on Dec, 29, 1675, doubtless immediately built his house and 
moved in when it was completed the following year. Before 1700 vessels from 
Holland entered the inlet here (now called Mill Basin) and discharged and received 
cargoes. By tradition the two brothers Jan and Roelof were interested in trading with 
Holland by these vessels, Jan may very well have been interested in shipping, as his 
house is constructed like the hull of a ship with curved timbers and archlike inverted 
frame, a method of construction not found in any other old Long Island house. Jan 
was not a large landowner and was not primarily a farmer; judging by his legacies 
he owned more readily convertible assets than any contemporary in Flatlands. 
He died between Jan. 28 and April 2, 1689, the dates of execution and probate of his 
will, in which he mentioned his wife, his two sons Martin and Stephen, and his 
daughters Jannetie, Willemtie, and Neeltie. 

The elder son Martin Janse’ Schenck, b. 1675, inherited from his father the “old 
land with the small island and mill and dependencies,” and continued to reside here. 
On Dec. 2, 1703 he married Cornelia Van Wesselen, widow of Dominie Gulielmus 
Lupardus. The house passed to their only known son, Capt. John’ Schenck, b. Dec. 
13, 1705, d. between 1775 and 1784, married Femmetje Hegeman on Nov. 55, 1728. 
Capt. Schenck is also said to have been interested in shipping to New Netherlands, 
his boats docking at his wharf on Mill Island. The will of John Schenck, miller of 
Flatlands, provided that his estate should be sold and divided between his son Martin, 
the heir's of his daughter Cornelia deceased (Ulpianus and Femmetje Van Sinderen), 
the heir of his daughter Maria deceased (Femmetie Hooglant), and his daughters 
Margrieta and Femmetie, The mill property consisting of 66 acres of upland, 6 acres 
of woodland, and salt meadows, was sold by the heirs to Joris Martense-of Flatbush 
on April 15, 1784, 

From this time it is probable that the owners of the house on Mill Island did not 
dwell here, although they continued to operate the mill, For a while at least the 
Schencks continued to live here. In 1796 the house is recorded as occupied by John 
Schenck but owned by Jane Martense (widow of Joris) of Flatbush, house in good 
condition, size 41 x 22, value $650., barn 44 x 42, mill 28 x 28, farm of 1213 acres, 


' value $5600. 


The purchaser, Joris’ Martense, son of Rem, was a member of the landholding 
family of Flatbush. He lived there on his father’s farm, which had once formed the 
east portion of the large farm of his grandfather Martin Adriance’; the west portion 
had been inherited by Rem’s brother Adrian’ Martense who built thereon (plate 12). 
Joris was a leading citizen of Flatbush and a large landowner. He advanced $5500. 
in specie to the American cause while the British supposed he was favoring them, 
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It was in his house at Flatbush that Major Moncrief of the British army was captured 
in a midnight raid by Capt. William Marriner, who discovered him hiding in the 
garret behind the large Dutch chimney. 

Joris Martense, bap. May 29, 1724, d. May 23, $793, married and had two sons 
who died in infancy, another son who was a bachelor, and a married daughter who 
inherited the mill property. The daughter Susan’ Martense, b. Jan. 15, 1777, married 
Feb. 11, 1802 John H. Cowenhoven of New Utrecht (1769-1806) and had two 
daughters who remained in New Utrecht; she married secondly Patrick Caton and 
had one daughter before he died April 13, 1818. This daughter, Margaret Caton, b, 
May 31, 1815, d. March 8, 1858, married Nov. 26, 1837 Gen, Philip S. Crooke; they 
lived in the old Martense home in Flatbush. Mrs, Caton devised the mill and other 
property in trust for her daughter Margaret, wife of Philip S. Crooke, and she in 
turn willed the property in trust for her children. After eleven conveyances between 
various members of the Crooke family, the first dated July 5, 1870 from Philip to 
Robert for 500 acres of meadows and 5 acres on Mill Island with grist mill and mill 
dam and 66 acres of upland, the title to the Mill Island part of the property became 
vested in Robert L. Crooke. He and his wife Elizabeth sold it Jan. 12, 1906 to Flor- 
ence C, Smith, The property changed hands, was dredged, filled in and developed, 
creating 332 acres of upland, by the Atlantic, Gulf and Pacific Co., who on Jan. 14, 
1909 was deeded the property in payment for its work. 

The Jan Martense Schenck house is one of the most interesting of the early 
houses. Its method of construction is most unusual, resembling the hull of a ship. 
Its proportions are pleasing and its lines graceful. The very steep slant of the roof is 
evidence of the extreme age of the house and may be favorably compared with the 
earliest houses in New Amsterdam. During the early eighteenth century the size of 
the house was doubled by the addition of a similar unit at right angles. The photo- 
graph in Eberlein, p. 246, emphasizes this wing and shows the old round-edged 
shingles with which it was covered, 

The house stood on the north shore of Mill Island, close to the mill and the inlet, 
and Mill Lane wandered down to it from Flatlands village. Since the property has 
been filled in, Mill Island is now part of the mainland and the end of Mill Lane has 
become Mill Avenue, The house can be seen from the end of Mill Avenue, and stands 
on a lane called East 63rd Street behind a public school. The house presents the same 
appearance as of old, painted a glistening white, its old windows stil! doing duty, 


and spic and span as a shipper’s home would be; it is still somewhat secluded from the 
modern developments of the neighborhood, 


68 


HOUSES IN KINGS COUNTY 


House of Nicholas Schenck at Canarsie 
now in the Museum of the Brooklyn Institute of Arts and Sciences 
PLATE 14 


Great Neck or Canarsie was the name given at an early date to a point of land 
in eastern Jamaica Bay, within the Town of Flatlands and northeast of the village. 
A petition was presented in 1661 to the government of New Netherlands for the 
opening of plantations at Canarsie. It was evidently granted as six existed there in 
1663. These were soon given up (except for one) and the point was allowed to return 
to undeveloped woodlands. The claim of one plantation owner must have been pur- 
chased by Stephen Janse or his father Jan Martense Schenck; this 23 acre tract is 
omitted from the Woodland Division of 1719. Jan Martense’ Schenck, builder of the 
house on Mill Island in Jamaica Bay (plate 13), willed his younger son Stephen in 
1689 “the lott land in the neck with the middow, to hoggs neck with all ye de- 
pendences.” It is not known whether this is a reference to the Canarsie land. 

Stephen Janse’ Schenck was probably the first permanent settler at Canarsie, 
where he built his home. He was born Jan. 2, 1685, on his father’s mill farm, d. Nov. 
6, 1767, married Sept. 26, 1713 Antje, daughter of Nicholas Wyckoff of Flatlands, 
b. Aug. 29, 1693, d. July 15, 1766. In his will of 1758 Stephen mentioned his wife. 
Antje, left his farm at Oyster Bay on which John was living to his elder son John, 
left his lands and buildings at Canarsie in Flatlands to his son Nicholas, and men- 
tioned his seven daughters: Jannetie wife of Folkert Sprong, Sara wife of Abraham 
Emans, Antie wife of Abraham Duryee, Willemtje wife of Petrus Amerman, 
Neeltje, Margarite and Maria. The younger son Nicholas’ Schenck b. Sept. 4, 1732, 
d. April 3, 1810, married Oct. 13, $757 Willemtje Wyckoff of Newtown, b. Dec. 23, 
1736, d. Sept. 12, 1779. 

Nicholas Schenck, Sr. was a farmer at Canarsie Point and built the present house 
in 1772, He was a captain of the provincial militia. During the Revolutionary War 
Kings County was in the hands of the British and they established a guard at his 
house in 1776. In June 178! the house of Capt. Nicholas Schenck, at Canarsie about 
three miles from Flatbush, was surprised by the crews of two rebel whaleboats under 
Hyler. The family were at supper and of course not prepared to make any resistance. 
Arms and silver were seized, and a sergeant’s guard quartered in the house was sent 
to report to Col, Axtell. In 1796 the house was recorded as 42 x 33 feet, 25 years old, | 
in good condition, value $850. (which was high), barns 40 x 56 and 36 x 46 feet, 
value of barns and farm $3370. 

Nicholas Schenck, Sr. had four sons of whom only John and Nicholas survived 
him, and also four daughters most of whom died in infancy, On his death he willed 
his homestead to his younger son Nicholas’ Schenck, Jr., b, Feb, 23, $765, d. Sept. 
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10, 1836, married April 20, 1788 Alletta Remsen, b. Dec. 3, 1768, d. May 6, 1855, 
In his will of 1832 Nicholas mentioned his wife Aletti, left the homestead or neck to 
his two sons James and Stephen, and mentioned his other children: Anthony Rem- 
sen, Abraham, Jane wife of Ralph Malbone, Anna wife of Hezekiah Dans, Adriana 
wife of Cornelius Stryker, and his grandson Nicholas Schenck. Although Stephen 
N° Schenck owned one half interest in the homestead farm, which he willed to 
Stephen R. Schenck in 1842, it is probable that a partition was made, as his brother 
James seems to have been in possession of the house itself. James’ Schenck of 
Canarsie, b. April 19, 1800 on the old farm, died in the last twenty years of the nine- 
teenth century. He was a farmer, surveyor, and town supervisor. He was one of the 
last of his family and never married. After his death what remained of his ancestral 
farm was divided into small lots and sold at public sale. The present Canarsie Beach 
Park was bought by the Brooklyn Commissioner of Parks, from the buyers at this 
sale and their successors, about 1877, ; 

The Schenck house remained standing south of Rockaway Avenue in Canarsie 
Park until after this photograph was taken in 1925, It has been demolished since, but 
a very large part of the exterior and interior has been rebuilt within the Museum of 
the Brooklyn Institute of Arts and Sciences, and set up in a permanent exhibit of 
colonial architecture. Thus are preserved for all time the beautiful curved sloping 
roof, the large old shingles, the old window sashes, doors and interior panelling, and 
the built-in cupboard bed, It is greatly to be desired that other localities follow this 
museum’s example and set up historic or architecturally interesting houses which 
would otherwise disappear. 

There formerly stood nearby, north of Rockaway Avenue, a much older Schenck 
house, shingled and covered by a very steep gable roof. A painting of this house is 
reproduced in Keskachauge. In the middle of the nineteenth century it was owned 


by Jeremiah Schenck, a distant cousin of the Schencks nearby. The house was torn 
down in 1942, | 


Schenck—Williamson House 
East 53rd Street north of Avenue N, Flatlands 
PLATE 15 

. Ripa —e was undoubtedly built in the third 

y tin Schenck, the owner of the land at this time. On N 

: «29, 
Dircksen Hoogland sold to Steven Koerten 7 morgens of trontilenc den ana 
house was later erected) and 9 morgens of maizeland, These tracts were bought b 
Jan Martense Schenck, who purchased the land adjoining to the north in 1676 He 
never occupied this property, but built and settled on Mil! Island nearby (pl 4 3 
In his will of 1689 he left his son Martin Janse the old land (meaning Saeatans 
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as well as the island; the same lands passed to the latter’s son Capt. John’ Schenck. 
At his death his heirs sold most of the property to Joris Martense on April 15, $784, 
but this pat ticular woodland plottage was not included in the sale; the land of Martin 
Schenck is mentioned in the deed of sale as the west boundary of the upland. 

Martin‘ Schenck was the only son of Capt. John Schenck and his wife Femmetje 
Hegeman, whom he had married in 1728, and was born after this date in the Mill 
Island home. Martin’s wife Sarah is named in the deed of 1784. They undoubtedly 
built this house about the time of their marriage. We next find mention of it in a sale 
of Feb. 22, 1809, when the 15 acre property was sold by several members of the Van 
Sinderen family (Catalina, John, Hotso, and Jane). As other members of this family 
had joined with the heirs of Capt. John Schenck in selling the Mill Island property, 
it is probable that these Van Sinderens were related to Martin Schenck (possibly 
they were grandchildren of his sister?). Hendrick J. Lott bought the house in 1809 
and conveyed it in 1814 to his young son Johannes H. Lott, who sold it in 1829. 
It is improbable that the Lotts ever resided here, as Hendrick had built his mansion 
in southern Flatlands only a few years before (plate 11). 

On April 28, 1829 Johannes Lott sold to John Williamson the house and 7 acres 
which adjoined his lands. On May 1, 1883 the executors of John Williamson and 
Maria Williamson deeded the house and 14 acres to Garret Williamson, who was 
no doubt their son. Whether or not John Williamson dwelt here, we know it was 
occupied for many years by Garret Williamson, who was about eighty years of age 
when he died without issue about 1915, 

The house is in Flatlands, east of the old village. The property was bounded 
on the west and on the south by the old Road to the Mill (Jan Martense Schenck’s 
mill and house on Mill Island). It is said that the house does not stand on its original 
site; it was probably moved a short distance when the streets were cut through in the 
1890s. It is now on East 53rd Street between Avenues M and N, nearer the latter. 
Since the photograph was taken in 1925, the house has been painted a violet brown 


which rather subdues its character, but otherwise it is unchanged. 


Schenk—Wyckoft House 
1325 Flushing Avenue, Bushwick 
PLATE 16 


Mespat Kills (now Newtown Creek) empties into the East River and from early 
times has been the division line between the Dutch settlement of Bushwick in Kings 
County and the English settlement of Mespat, later called Newtown, in Queens 
County. John Scudder emigrated in 1635 to Salem and removed to Mespat Kills; by 
1661 he owned the mill pond at the head of the kills in Bushwick, which was called 
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Scudder’s Pond in the 1687 Patent, His grandsons John and Richard B. Scudder are 
said to have sold property in 1700 and removed to New Jersey. Presumably this land 
was included in the 350 acres among the headwaters of the kill sold in 1709 by John 
Stevenson to Teunis Titus. A large part of this tract was sold by Titus to Johannes 
Schenk in 173, 

Mynheer Johannes’ Schenk, b. Sept. 19, 1656 in Holland, was a son of Martin 
Schenck (1633-1704), bailiff of Nydeck. He married Maria Magdalena de Haes, 
b. Oct. 7, 1660 at Middleburg, d. April 10, 1729, daughter of Hendrick de Haes, 
They emigrated from Middleburg in 1683, locating successively at New York City, 
Esopus, Flatbush, and Bushwick. On Sept. 17, 171! Johannes Schenk, late of Flat- 
bush and now of Bushwick, bought from Teunis Titus and his wife Mary, 83 acres 
of land with a water mill and stream in Bushwick and other smaller parcels including 
7 acres in Newtown, in all 115 acres, He settled here near the stream. He undoubtedly 
became a miller, and was also schoolmaster, town clerk, and supervisor of Kings 
County. He died here Feb. 5, 1748, aged 92 years, and was buried on the place. In 
his will he ordered that his estate be divided between the heirs of his five deceased 
children, Five of his children matured but all predeceased him. They were: 
Johannes Schenk (1691-1729) of Bushwick, Peter Schanck (d, 1736) of 
Newtown, Susanna wife of Johannes Janse, Margrietie wife of John Stryker, and 
Cornelia wife of Capt. Charles Durje. The mill property with 45 acres was sold in 
1770 by Abraham Schenk (son of Johannes, Jr.) to his cousin Teunis Schenk (son 
of Peter). The old family homestead burned down 1840-45; its foundations were for 
many year's visible near the stream and north of the present Metropolitan Avenue. 

It is not known which member of the Schenk family built the old house (now 
the wing) immediately to the south, on the Road to Newtown (now Flushing 
Avenue), but its construction suggests the probable date to be about 1719. Johannes 
Schenk, Jr. (1693-1729) of Bushwick married Maria Lott of Flatbush and had six 
sons and one daughter: Judge Abraham Schenk (1720-1790) lived on the Millstone 
River in New Jersey but returned to live in Bushwick in 1748 and at a later date 
settled at Fishkill; John (1715-1777) lived on the Raritan River in New Jersey; 
neoth ant 17 - , Leipeos at Weston, New Jersey, as did his brother Peter (b. 

coe si ate er remained at Bushwick, but died before his grandfather 
The a . vin of ugi ter; Isaac the youngest (b. 1725) was still living in 1755. 
1736, leaving sons Sm | me Peter Schanck of Newtown, who died Sept. 14, 
Sept, 16, 1749 Tone ae oui Schenk b. Feb. 9, 1723, d. July 31, 1806, On 
Schenk, Jr, and had eioht ted his lirst cousin Catharine, only daughter of Johannes 

» Jh ss ght sons and four daughters. Teunis lived at Bushwick, where 


he inherited property from his father and grandfather, and purchased the mill prop- 
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erty from his cousin Abraham in 1770, It is possible that he or his wife had previously 
inherited the house on the Road to Newtown, and that they sold this home about this 
time to the Wyckoffs and removed to their grandfather’s mill home, where we know 
that Teunis’ and Catharine’s eldest son Peter (1752-1808) lived. 

The exact date of transfer of the property on the Road to Newtown is not 
known; it is said that Nicholas Wyckoff purchased it in 1765 (but no deed is on 
record nor among the family papers), and that he lived here during the Revolution 
when not engaged in vidette duty with a troop of horse for the patriot cause. He prob- 

ably settled in Bushwick about the time of his marriage, but the first mention of him 

on this particular farm is in the sale of adjoining property to John Covert (plate 8) 
on April 29, 1786. He undoubtedly built the main portion of the house as well as the 
big barn at the rear, with its date 1788 chiselled into an oak beam over the big front 
doors. The smaller portion of the house is much older, dating from about 1719, and 
must have belonged originally to the Schenk family, many of whom lie buried in 
the family graveyard at the rear of the hovel (the name applied to a very early type 
of barn which is still standing and greatly antedates the 1788 barn). The lot on which 
the house stands (on the northwest side of the road) is only a few acres in size, sur- 
rounded by property purchased in 1801 by his neighbor John Covert from Isaac 
Schenk. Most of the 200 acre farm of Nicholas Wyckoff stretched to the southward 
on the opposite side of the Road to Newtown and was bought in part from the Schenk 
family and the balance in 1797 from the executors of Charles Duryee. 

The purchaser, Nicholas’ Wyckoff, was born March 23, 1743, in the family 
homestead on Canar'sie Lane in Flatlands (plate 23), the ninth son of Pieter Wyckoff, 
Jr., and died May 19, 1813 in Bushwick, On May 23, 1767 he married Antie, daughter 
of Folkert Rapalye and Matilda Polhemus, b. Oct. 28, 1745, d. March 30, 1833 
only two months before her husband. They had nine sons and one daughter, but only 
three children matured, Folkert who was a bachelor, Peter and Nicholas, Jr. In his 
will of 1813, Nicholas Wyckoff, Sr. of Bushwick left his wife Anne the use of $4490. 
and either of his dwelling houses which she should choose, devised to his son Peter 
two acres of woodland bought from Benjamin Coe, left the residue of his lands to his 
sons Folkert and Nicholas, and mentioned that his three sons and their descendants 
were to have the use of the burial ground. Various deeds and releases passed between 
the three sons in 1814. Nicholas N.’ Wyckoff received 100 acres, the southwest half 
of his father’s farm, a part of which extended north of the Newtown Road to the head- 
water's of the creek: he lived in a house (destroyed in 1890) facing the present John- 
son Avenue in the small triangle on the north side of the Newtown Road. His brother 
Peter’ Wyckoff received 103 acres, the northeast half of his father’s farm, on which 


stands the Schenk—Wyckoff home. 
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As Nicholas devised his son Peter Schenk very little property, it is probable 
that Peter had already received a large portion of his inheritance; as a young man 
he had bought the Mansion House on Woodpoint Road north of the village of Bush- 
wick, and it was there that his son Nicholas was born in 1799; he returned to the 
homestead on the Newtown Road in 1814 after his father’s death, Peter’ Wyckoff, 
b. March 13, 1768, d. Sept. 20, 1842, married Dec. 2, 1790 Gertrude, daughter of Capt. 
Lambert Suydam of Bedford, b. March 23, 1771, d. Aug. 9, 1864; they had four sons 
and two daughters. Nicholas’ Wyckoff, b. Oct. 30, 1799, d. June 24, 1883, was the 
only member of this branch of the family to carry on the name; two of his brothers 
had died in infancy and a third brother Lambert married but had no children, his 
uncle Folkert was a bachelor, and the sons of his uncle Nicholas never married. He 
inherited his father’s and grandfather’s farm and home in Bushwick; he was a 
prominent citizen and kindly man, and for twenty-two years was president of the 
bank now called the First National Bank of Brooklyn, On Dec. 20, 1826 he married 
Sarah Ann, daughter of Gen. Jeremiah Johnson, b. Dec. 26, 1805, d. April 9, 1888. 
Their only son who grew to maturity was Peter* Wyckoff, b. Feb. 27, 1828, d. Feb. 9, 
1910, in his 82nd year, married Jan. 2, 1853 Catharine Maria Rapelye, b. May 20, 
1825, d. March 24, 1900. They lived and died in the old Wyckoff farmhouse. After 
they passed away, the farm was sold in 1911 and laid out in building lots. The 
acreage about the house is still undeveloped and remains the only rural section on 
Flushing Avenue. 

The house, 1325 Flushing Avenue, is on the northeast side of this road, north 
of Cypress Avenue, and south of the projected Seneca Avenue. Flushing Avenue 
was the old road from the Ferry to the outskirts of Bushwick and on to Newtown in 
Queens County. The old village of Bushwick was toward the north above Metro- 
politan Avenue, and reached from the Newtown Road by Bushwick Avenue. The 
Nicholas Wyckoff farm extended from above Flushing Avenue southward beyond 
Myrtle Avenue, and is now intersected by Wyckoff, St. Nicholas, and Cypress 
Avenues. A view of the house from the front can be seen in Streeter’s W yckoft 
Family Genealogy; this view shows the characteristic overhang of the roof on both 
parts of the house. The exposure in the present photograph was taken to emphasize 
the very long roof line of the pre-revolutionary wing. 


Stoothoffi—Bergen House on Bergen Island 
formerly on East 72nd Street, Bergen Beach, Flatlands 
PLATE 17 


There is a great deal of controversy concerning the early history of this house 
and the possible builder of its earliest unit, which some claim to antedate the house 
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of Jan Martense Schenck 

found, but the possibilities ron eon eae eras re Bee 
tive snlettwras filled kan tioats e ustively set forth in Keskachauge. Until 

y» Bergen Beach 
of Mill Island; it was known as Bergen I sms) an island in western Jamaica Bay north 
Island, On Jan, 27, 1643 was vatitlled the de ' _ a f Ge eon he aeenagme sa 
Claes Mentelaer, tol | a t her , posi {0nl O Geertjen Manninex, wife of 
house in the bay, concerni ills f 
If the present house was in part thi ig preenie:: seementon 
1633. £ part this 1643 house, it must have bee 
» for the houses built by the West India Co MA ea erected prior to 
39) are known:by. a.désosit India Company in Van Twiller’s time (1633- 
Y a deposition of Gillis Pietersen made March 
know that it was not built 1636-43 by Wolfert Gerri perlite Daigle 
on June: 16," S606. Teadved y Wolfert Gerritsen van Kouwenhoven, who 
with another obtained the original Indian deed or D 
ground brief to a large tract in this vicinity. Gov. Kieft evid tema -_ 
West India Com tend ; ° evidently considered that the 
, pany had a claim to the land, as on May 14, 1646 he patented 
telaer’s Island to Capt. John Underhill for his services in th Indi eS 
have built the house then to strengthen his title. Underhill sold ies et ts ae 
Spicer who extinguished the Indian claim on July 2, 1652; S patent to Thomas 
si ot 3 oan cuffed tov tee 1 ‘ Y 4 ; this deed mentioned 
y the Dutch Metler’s Island and by the Indians Wimba Th 

house was probably not built in Stuyvesant’s time after 1652, as this td ca ; 
governor’s attention to a new purchase, and he had just ae fled on call the 
large grants in Flatlands, Elbert Elbertse Stoothoff proceeded to bu " oma 
claims to the island; on April 27, 1662 he purchased the rlohte of th hy ria 
Wolphert Gerritsen to the western flat, and on Nov. 25, 1665 he obtained seed 7 
ment from Machtel, widow of Thomas Spicer, for Mentelaer’s Island containing 90 
acres of upland. Elbert Elbertse continued to live in the village of Flatlands wh 

he ran a store, as late as 1680, and may never have occupied the island. Claes M _ 
telaer (Mitaler), who had been living on the island as early as 1643,-was still thats 
in 1671, probably as the tenant of Elbert Elbertse. ° 

Elbert Elbertse Stoothoff van de Vrede, to give his full name, emigrated from 

N teuwkerken in North Brabant and eventually settled at Flatlands, There are con- 
flictine statements concerning his age and arrival: Van Tienhoven, in his Remon- 
strance in which he attempted to deprecate the leader's of the people, stated that Elbert 
Elbertse emigrated in 1633 at the age of 10 or 13 as a farmer’s boy in the service of 
Van Twiller: Elbert himself affirmed in 1644 that he was about 24 years old, and in 
1687 that he had been in the country for fifty years. He was one of the Nine Men of 
1649-50, a magistrate of Flatlands for many years, and its representative at various 
conventions and assemblies. On Aug. 24, 1645 he married Altie Cornelis, daughter 
of Cornelis Lambertse Cool of Gowanus, and widow of Gerrit Wolphertse Van 
Couwenhoven? she was the mother of his children, one son and two daughters. He 
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married secondly July 21, 1683 Sara Roeloffs, widow of Cornelius Van Borsum, 
He died about 1688, leaving the island in entail to his son Gerrit and then to the 
latter’s children in succession, and if he had no issue then to the testator’s two 
daughters, 

Gerrit Elbertse’ Stoothoff of Flatlands married first Willemetie Pieters Mon- 
foort, and secondly on Aug. 10, 1684 Johanna Nevius of Brooklyn Ferry. He died 
March 30, 1730, the father of six sons and five daughters, Gerrit lived on the island 
and probably built the house under discussion. Thinking he had a legal right, he 
bequeathed the island to his youngest son Wilhelmus’ Stoothoff (1705-1783). How- 
ever, on Gerrit’s death, his eldest son Elbert’ Stoothoff of Somerset Co., N. J. and 
of Flatlands, placed his elder son Garret in possession. Garret’ Stoothoff, b. Aug. 
$3, 1735, married in 1739 Lammetje Stryker and had three daughters; he was 
drowned in Flatlands Bay Aug. J, 1746, His father Elbert next placed his younger 
son Wilhelmus’ Stoothoff (b. ca 1716, d. ca 1782) in possession. On Elbert’s death 
Sept. 19, 1756, his son Wilhelmus for some reason delivered up possession to his 
uncle Wilhelmus’ (1705-1783), and on his death the island went to the latter’s son 
Peter. 

About 1764 a suit was commenced by Eitie Nallison, Annatie Bergen and 
Saartie Stephens, the three daughters of Garret’ Stoothoff (the one who had 
drowned), and their three husbands, against their great-uncle Wilhelmus’ Stoothoff 
for the recovery of the island. The suit dragged on until Sept. 3, 1791, when the en- 
tailment in the first Elbert Elbertse’s will was declared lawful and therefore the 
three sisters the rightful owners, The eldest had meanwhile died without issue, and 
on May 10, 1792 Teunis Bergen, husband of the second sister, bought out the third 
sister, and placed his son John Bergen in possession, In 1796 the house of Johannes 


Bergen was recorded as 34 x 34, in good condition, value $350., barn 36 x 48 feet, 
farm of 82 acres, value of barn and farm $2,460, 


The ancestor of the Bergen family, Hans Hansen,’ emigrated in 1633, settling 
later at the Wallaboght on Long Island, 


Fis grandson Hans Machielse* Bergen of 
Brooklyn had among others a son, Teynis! Bergen of Gowanus, b. Oct. 15, 1730, 
. ro Hw a married in April 1760 Annatie or Johanna’ Stooth off, b. Feb. 
“ee : r Je y 23, 1819, In 3763 Teunis bought the Bennet farm at Gowanus, and 
oe rw . t ete, In his will he bequeathed to his son John the island in the town 
rh ~ a which his son already resided, John’ Bergen, b. Sept. 23, 1764, d. 
1774, d. J ie 23, 1793 Rebecca Stryker of Gravesend, b. Jan. 8 
nelius’ B mn f F + The island was later owned and lived on by their son Cor- 
“rd _ . Feb, 26, 4798, d, March 31, 1865, married March 10, 1825 Fanny 
in o tlands, Their only son John C.” Bergen, b, Jan. 19, 1826, resided 
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and was the last of the family to own the homestead, In 1893 John C, Bergen 


at home 
pened an amusement park and 


sold the house and the island to speculators, who o 
cut it up into building lots under the name of Bergen Beach. 

Bergen, in his genealogy of his own family, stated that the house on the island 
built and occupied by the Stoothoffs forms part of the present (recent) building; 
that in 1801 the wing on the east side was added by John Bergen, and afterwards in 
{819 he enlarged the main building on the westerly side; and that after his death 
the west wing was built by his son Cornelius Bergen. Varying views of this inter- 
esting house are shown in Keskachauge, Bergen Family p. 299, Ditmas p. 33, and 
Eberlein p. 194. The plate reproduced here shows the small west wing, built after 
{824 according to the early style. The kitchen wing on the east was slightly larger 
and had a chimney. The house formerly stood in the center of Bergen Island, on East 
72nd Street south of Island Avenue. It has been demolished since this photograph 


was taken in 1925.. 


Stoothoff—Baxter—Kouwenhoven House 
1640 48th Street, Flatlands 
PLATE 18 
Mrs. Remsen, the owner (in 925), is a descendant of the builders of this house, 
and states that the wing was erected in 1747 and the main house along the same 
n the south side of the old Mill Lane which led from 


lines in 1811. The property is 0 
Flatlands Village to Mill Island (the home and mill of Jan Martense Schenck— 
late 33). 

. On er 13, 1653 Jacob Couwenhoven sold a tract here to Thomas Spicer, which 

his widow transferred to Coert Stevense (Van Voorhees). On Oct. 9, 1699 he sold 

to his son Gerret Coerte 70 acres bounded all along by the Mill Path to the Kings 

Highway. It was probably sold by his heirs. The next known owners of this property 

were Cornelius Nevius in 173 and Johannes Nevius in 1741 when the road was 

changed; they were probably brothers, sons of Pieter Nevius of Flatlands. At some 
entury, the land came into the possession of 


date in the middle of the eighteenth c 
Wilhelmus Stoothoff, who deeded this, the west portion of his tract, to his son Garret, 
the east portion to his son Wilhelmus, and the north portion to his son Johannes. 


This Wilhelmus’ Stoothoff, b. 1705, d. Feb. 14, 1783, was a son of Gerrit Stoot- 
hoff, probable builder of the house on Bergen Island (plate 17). Wilhelmus married 
Nov. 9, 1728 Aeltje Van Voorhees, b. May 3, 1709, d. June 1788, daughter of Albert 
Van Voorhees; he willed that most of his property should be divided equally between 
their five sons, Johannes, Albert, Wilhelmus, Abraham and Peter, and their grand- 
daughters Aeltje and Deborah, daughters of their son Garret, deceased. It is very 
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possible that Wilhelmus Stoothoff bought and lived here on Mill Lane until he 
settled in 1756 in the family homestead on Bergen Island (plate $7). On Oct. 23, 
1772 he sold to his son Garret 95 acres south of Mill Road, bounded east by Witlhel- 
mus Stoothoff, Jr. and north by Johannes Stoothoff. This Garret’ Stoothoff, b. Oct. 
1, 1730, d. Sept. 22, 1780, married in May 1762 Maria Voorhees, and was survived by 
two children, Aeltie wife of John Baxter and Deborah wife of Abraham Wyckoff. 
On July 2, 1796 the latter released their interest in the property to the former couple. 
In 1796 the house of John Baxter was recorded as J8 x 28 feet in size, condition 
middling, value $400., barn 44 x 36 feet, farm of 7} acres, value of barn and farm 
$2400. John Baxter is remembered mainly for his Journal; he was a schoolmaster 
of Flatlands village, He and Aeltie (Aletta) Stoothoff had a son Garret Stoothoff 
Baxter, bap. Sept. 9, 1792 at Flatlands. Garret evidently was married twice, first to 
Abigail Wyckoff, by whom he had a daughter Abigail, b. April 18, 1817 in this 
house, and secondly to Sara ——, who survived him. Garret S. Baxter of Flatlands 
died about 1836, and his widow Sara released the property on May J, 1838 to her 
step-daughter Abigail Baxter. She married on March 22, 1843 William I, Kouwen- 
hoven, b. April 5, 1818, d. Dec. 17, 1904, son of John and Susan Kouwenhoven, They 
lived here throughout the nineteenth century and had many children, of whom the 
ninth is Kitty Kouwenhoven, b, March 19, 1863 in this house, and married John 
Marshall Remsen. Mrs, Remsen is the owner (in 1925) of her family’s homestead. 
The old portion of the house (the wing) is now the dining room, Mrs. Remsen 
remembers when it was still the kitchen, with a very large fireplace, at the right of 
which was the mouth of the Dutch oven. The oven extended back into a shed attached 
to the wing, and known as the oven shed: it was taken down in 1880 when the new 
kitchen was built, Mrs, Remsen also remembers the windows in the old portion of 
the house as they were when she was a child, with their many small panes of glass. 
—" — that the old house was built in 1747 by Garret Stoothoff. It is very prob- 
been pond ea wing) was built at this eatly date but, if so, it must have 
before and ane - ate “ nna ot by Wilhelmus Stoothoff, the owners shortly 
The steep roofline of “ er —— as Garret Stoothoff was a minor at this time. 
sized in the vignette The to sf y tacteristic of a very early period, is better empha- 
windows ateamall : f i yt ale not overhang the rear wall of the wing and the 
ert in back, The main house was built in 1811 by one of the Baxters, 
. a ihe father John Baxter. Although of such a late date, it follows the 
an the . " ai Tr _— _ achieving a harmonious composition, The house is 
ast 20th Street, south of Avenue M. It is now vacant. 
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Stryker—Schenck House 
formerly on Church Avenue and East 53rd Street, Flatbush 
PLATE 19 


The property on which this house stands is in the Third Division of the New 
Lots of Flatbush; how it came into the Stryker family is not clear, but it was owned 
by John Str yker as early as 1729, when adjoining property was sold by Jeremiah 
Vanderbilt. Church Lane in very early times turned abruptly northeastward be- 
tween the present 5Jst and 52nd Streets; other names were the King’s Road and the 
Road to New Lots. At an early date the road was extended to continue directly 
westward, and called the Road to New Lots or Flatbush Lane, and the diagonal 
toad was discontinued. The property in the gore between these two roads, and 
extending from 52nd Street west to 56th Street, was the tract owned in 1729 by 
John Stryker, in 1786 by his son Michael Stryker, and in 1818 by his son Cornelius 
Stryker, according to the bounds mentioned in the deeds to adjoining property. The 
lands on the northwest and east were in the possession of the Lott family. Johannes 
Lott willed them to his son Peter, and on his death they passed to his only surviving 
children, three daughters: Lammetie, wife of Petrus Wyckoff, Jannetje, wife of 
Johannes Stryker (eldest son of Michael), and Annetie, wife of William William- 
son. These were the neighbors of the Strykers. 

The ancestor of the family in this country was Jan’ Strycker, b. 1615, d. about 
1697, emigrated from Ruinen in the Province of Drenthe in 1652 with his wife and 
six children. In 1654 he was a leader in the founding of Midwout, later called Flat- 
bush, on Long Island. He was immediately selected as chief magistrate and held 
this office for the greater part of twenty years; he was named by the towns for the 
embassy to the Lord Mayors in Holland concerning the annoyance caused by the 
Indians and English; in 1664 he was a representative to the assembly called to 
consider the grave situation of the country, and the following year was a representa- 
tive at the Hempstead Convention, and in 1674 he was a deputy to the conference 
with Gov. Colve on the state of the country; he was a patentee of the town and cap- 
tain of a company of the town militia; in 1654 he was a member of the commission 
to build the Dutch church at Flatbush and was an active supporter of Dominie 
Polhemus. He married three times, but his first wife Lambetje Seubering was the 


mother of all his eight children. 

Jan’s youngest son Pieter’ Strycker, b. Nov. J, 1653 at Flatbush, d. June J}, 
1741, married May 29, 1681 Annetje Barends, d, June 17, 1717. Pieter was a patentee 
of Flatbush, high sheriff of Kings County, and a captain in the militia. His residence 
in Flatbush was built of brick with the lettering “P.S. 1696” over the doorway; it 
was torn down about 1845. His eldest son Jan or John’ Stryker, b. Aug. 6, 1684, 
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d. Aug. 17, 1770, married first in 1704 Margrietje Schenk, daughter of Johannes 
Schenk, founder of the branch of this family at Bushwick (see plate 16); she bore 
him nine children, most of whom settled in New Jersey, and died in August, 1721, 
John Stryker was remarried Feb. 17, 1722 to Sara, daughter of Michael Hansen 
Bergen of Brooklyn, bap. June 2, 1678, d. July 15, 1760, and had five more children. 
John Stryker was a member of Vanderveer’s company of Kings County militia, He 
lived in Flatbush, where he owned considerable property, including the tract in 
which we are interested in Church Lane. 

It is not known who built the house on Church Lane, but as the tract went in its 
entirety to John Stryker’s son Michael it is probable that the latter built the house. 
Michael’ Stryker, b. March 4, 1723, d. Sept. 26, 1807, was the eldest child by John’s 
second wife: he married Hanna, daughter of his cousin Cornelius Stryker, b. Feb. 
43, 1733, d. Oct. J, 1807, a few days after her husband, They had four sons and four 
daughters, including John Stryker of Flatbush who married Jannetje Lott and 
received from his wife’s family several tracts of property northwest and east of his 
father. The only other son who reached maturity was Cornelius’ Stryker, b. April 
26, 1760, d. March 12, 1843, married Jan. 16, 1789 Adrianna Schenck, b. Aug. 22, 
1768, d. Sept. J, 1830, a descendant of Jan Martense Schenck of Mill Island. In 
$818, shortly after his father’s death, Cornelius Stryker was in possession of his 
father’s homestead in the gore and of other property of his father adjoining it on 
the south, Of his six children, many died in infancy and only Ann and Michael 
married, On May J, 1843 the executors of Cornelius Stryker deeded the property 
south of Church Lane to Michael Stryker. Twenty years before, on April 25, 1823 
(deed recorded June 18, 1832), Cornelius and Adriantje Stryker had deeded the 
house and land in the gore to their daughter Ann, wife of Johannes Schenck, de- 
scribing it as ten acres of land and woodland in Flatbush by the highway from 
Flatbush to New Lots, and by the land of Cornelius Stryker. 
ot J 3 ieee ane oe b. “s 48, 1795, d. Feb, 18, 1873, was the eldest son 
born in his grandfather Cornell's house at New Lae (ye ses was cubed 
pe yer er Lornell's house at New Lots (plate 7), which his parents 

inherited, On Dec, 21, 1819 he married Ann, daught f Cornelius Stryker 
of Flatbush, and made his home in hig { bunsdss- Lary? oe 
deeded Ais home in his fat er-in-law’s house, which in 1823 was 

(as above) to his wife, She died Aug. 5, 1834 h 
10 acre property by various deeds (184 a y ans Dee alee Eaihonnt Ss 
July 15, 18 s (1847-50-54) to her husband John Schenck. On 
Y }9, 1837 he bought some land adjoining thi h 
Teunis Schenk, who had purchased ; ghar akarieii-vieemaerioar et 
it May 3, 1818 from John Stryker, who had 


inherited it from his wife’ ; 
28, 1838 Catharine Van + af the Lotts. John Schenck married secondly Nov. 


” rn, b. J uly 26, 1808, d, Dec. 3}, 4870, daughter of John 
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Ryder, and widow of his neighbor William Williamson, son of William William- 
son ($755-3830) and Antje Lott (d. 1850). John Schenck had five children by 
each marriage, his eldest child Wilhelmina marrying her neighbor, still another 
William Williamson. 

After John Schenck’s death, the property was divided between his only two 
sons who remained in Flatbush: John T, Schenck (a son by the first wife) obtained 
the eastern portion; the balance of the property, including the old house and his 
father’s purchase of 1837, was released Sept. 29, 1884 to George Schenck (a son by 
the second wife). George’ Schenck, b, May 26, 1845, married Feb. 17, 1869 Annie 
Blanche Kilgour. He was still living in his father’s home in 1890, and his children 
were the third generation of Schencks to occupy it. 

Until the end of the nineteenth century, the house was in rural surroundings. 
It stood in the east end of the town of Flatbush, at the end of the road to the church 
and village. It has been torn down since 1925 to make room for a row of modern 
buildings, The house was on the north side of Church Avenue on East 53rd Street. 


House of Jacob Swaert; the Van Brunt Homestead 
formerly at 1752 84th Street, New Utrecht 
PLATE 20 


On Nov. 22, 1652 Cornelius Van Werckhoven bought of the Indians the so- 
called Nyack tract on the end of Long Island along the Narrows and Lower Bay. 
On Jan. 16, 1657, shortly after his death, Jacques Cortelyou, private tutor to his 
children and manager of his properties, laid out the village of New Utrecht, con- 
sisting of twenty village plots in a square surrounded by the same number of 50 
acre farms, The first house here was a small, square one of clapboards, removed 
from Gravesend by Jacob Hellakers (or Swaert), a carpenter. In 1657-58 he built 
at New Utrecht three houses contracted for by Nicasius De Sille, Rutger Joosten 
(Van Brunt) and Pieter Buy, respectively. De Sille sold his house in 1674 to Rutger 
Joosten, and it passed down in one branch of the Van Brunt family until finally 
torn down in 1850, It is reproduced in Stiles’ Kings County, v. 1, p. 259. Its con- 
Sttuction is very interesting, built of roughly cut stone covered with a roof of 
tounded tiles, In 1660, three years after New Utrecht had been laid out, there were 
cleven houses standing in the village. In the spring of 1675 the home of Jacques 

ttelyou and most houses in the village were destroyed by fire. 

Jacob Hellakers, alias Swaert, may have emigrated as early as 1634, He prob- 
ably came from Amsterdam where a daughter of his was living in 1679, He was a 
Master carpenter in New Amsterdam in 1652, He had a farm in Gravesend in 1657 
and removed that year to the new village of New Utrecht, where his activity as a 


Sr 


HOUSES IN KINGS COUNTY 


carpenter has been mentioned, He was one of the original commissaries of 166} 
and a patentee of New Utrecht in 1668, He was living in New York in 1679, By 
his first wife (name unknown), he is said to have had two daughters and a son, He 
married secondly Tryntje Jacobs or Teunis, who later (in 1687) married Jan 
Stryker. Their only child was undoubtedly William Helleker of Smiths Valley 
on Manhattan, who was a ship carpenter; on April 2, 1682 at New York he married 
Katherine, daughter of Boelle Roeloffsen, and both died between 1693 and 1702, 
leaving an adult son Jacob and three minor daughters. The unnamed son of Jacob 
Swaert and his first wife was a carpenter in the East Indies in 1679. He was probably 
the Johannes Swaert or Swart who was on the assessment rolls of New Utrecht in 
1693, 1698 and 1706, was a constable in 1700, church officer in 1711, and a witness in 
1713 to the will of Nicholas Van Brunt of New Utrecht. He and his wife Femmetje 
had four children, Jan, Barent, Jacobus, and Lysbet, whose descendants are said 
to have resided in Monmouth County. It is not known when the house (that part 
later the wing) was erected which Johannes Swaert sold in 1714 to Cornelis Van 
Brunt, but it was of very great age and was probably built in 1675 after the disastrous 
fire which destroyed most of New Utrecht, or possibly even earlier by Jacob Swaert, 
the village carpenter. 
Rutger Joosten’ Van Brunt emigrated to this country as a young man in 1653, 
He was one of the original settlers of New Utrecht in 1657, receiving 100 acres of 
farmland and a double village plot east of De Sille and west of Cornelius Beekman; 
he contracted with Jacob Swaert to build thereon a house, which was one of the 
first four in the village. He became a large landowner and was very influential in 
the new village, its schepen and overseer. In 1657 he married the widow of Stoffel 
Harmensen, Tryntje Claes, b. about 1618, living in 1688, and had three sons: 
Nicholas, Cornelis and Joost, all of whom resided in New Utrecht. Rutger’s second 
wife Gretian was living as late as 1721, In 1698 his household consisted of himself, 
his wife, and five slaves. He died about 1713 in New Utrecht intestate, leaving his 
gtandson Nicholas (son of Nicholas deceased) his heir-at-law. His lands were 
divided among his heirs in 1717, 


Rutger’s second son Cornelis Rutgersz’ Van Brunt of New Utrecht also became 
a large landowner and made many purchases, including the extensive Pennoyer 
Patent in Gravesend and in 1714 the house and lot of Johannes Swaert in the village. 
“y ech elder of the Dutch Church, a justice of the peace, and member of the 
iGeen a On Dec. 18, 1685 he married Tryntje Adriaense Bennet 
Pipa ss, who ted about 1738, In 1698 his household consisted of himself and 

ile, six children and six slaves, In his will executed in 1748 and probated in 


1754, he bequeathed to hi 
. equeathed to his son Rutgert the Pennoyer Patent in Gravesend, a farm 
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adjoining the old Bath Road, and various village plots in New Utrecht, and to his 
other son Nicholas a farm in New Utrecht west of the tract given to Rutgert with a 
house and plot, a tract adjoining the hills, and his undivided right in the New 
Utrecht Patent. 

Cornelis’ son Rutgert’ Van Brunt bought of his brother Nicholas on Jan. 8, 
{752 all his lands in Kings County, when Nicholas planned to remove to Monmouth 
County, New Jersey. Rutgert was a farmer, a deacon and elder of the Church, and 
a colonel in the militia. He married Elizabeth Alberts Van Voorhees of Flatlands, 
bap. Dec. 10, 1695, d. July 17, 1748, and had eleven children. He died April 7, 1760. 
His youngest son Adrian‘ Van Brunt of New Utrecht, b. Nov. 17, 1735, d. Sept. 18, 
1785, married Jan. 12, 1760 Engeltie Rapalje, b. Jan. 17, 1741, d. Aug. 23, 1826, 
He cultivated and lived on his inheritance, a very large farm on the south side of 
the village, extending from Main Street to the bay. It was on this farm that the 
British landed their forces in 1776. Adrian’s only surviving son Rutgert A.’ Van 
Brunt, b. Aug. 10, 1761, d. March 7, 1818, owned and occupied that part of his 
father’s home farm within the village later cultivated by his son Jeremiah, On June 
15, 1782 Rutgert married Abigail, daughter of Jeremiah Vanderbilt, b. Feb. 15, 
1767, d. Oct. 9, 1828, and had five children only one of whom married. Jeremiah’ 
Van Brunt, b. Jan 22, 1791, d. about 1868, married first Jan. 12, 1815 Jane Maria, 
daughter of George Van Brunt, b. Sept. 15, 1775, d. Dec. 5, 1818, and had one 
daughter Aletta, On April 20, 1835 he married secondly Catharine, daughter of 
Abraham Berre, widow of George Van Brunt and stepmother of his (Jeremiah’s) 
first wife, and had two sons Jeremiah and Abraham, both farmers of New Utrecht. 

In 1869 the two brothers and their half-sister released to each other various 
properties of their father Jeremiah Van Brunt, with the exception of the 17 acre 
homestead which they were to continue to own in common in equal shares. Evidently 
this plan did not succeed as the }7 acre Van Brunt homestead was divided in 1879 
into many plots, of which the three northern ones lay on the south side of the village 
road: No. J was allotted to A. Van Brunt, No. 2 adjoining to A. G. Cropsey 
(originally sold in 1738 by Smack to Rutgert Van Brunt), No. 3 adjoining No. 2 
to T. E. Bergen (previously sold in 1714 by Swaert to Cornelis Van Brunt). The 
old house, which has been torn down since 1925, is supposed to have stood on plot 
No. 3, and to have been the house deeded in the sale of 1714. 

The oldest unit of the house, emphasized in the photograph, has the very steep 
toof characteristic of the earliest houses in New Netherlands, built under inspiration 
of the houses in the old country. This was probably one of the first houses built in 
the village. The main unit of the house was erected at an early date by a member of 
the Van Brunt family. It is of stone covered with whitewash. A reproduction in 
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Rambles about Historic Brooklyn, p. 23, shows the house from a different View 
and when it was in better condition; the roof and gable end of the main house Were 
then shingled, It stood on the south side of what is now 84th Street, which wag the 


south side of the village square. 


House of Jan Van Cleef (?)—the Van Pelt Homestead 
in the Park at 18th Avenue and 82nd Street, New Utrecht 
PLATE 21 


The Van Pelt house, incorrectly known as the Van Pelt Manor House, is errone- 
ously said to have been built in 1664 by Teunis Van Pelt, the emigrant ancestor of 
the family, and to have been inherited by his son Anthony. The records disclose 
that neither Teunis nor Anthony ever owned this property, and that the house 
could not have been built before 1672 and may not have been erected until some 
twenty years later, , 

A land dispute between Jacques Cortelyou and Jan Van Cleef over property 
on Gravesend Bay in New Utrecht was settled in favor of Cortelyou Dec. 5, 1671, 
and in compensation therefor Van Cleef was about this time awarded a plot east of 
the Road to Flatbush (now 18th Avenue) and north of the Road to Gravesend 
(later the King’s Highway), Van Cleef probably forfeited the plot under mortgage 
to Nicolaes De Mayer, whose heirs conveyed it July 16, 1694 to Hendrick Mathyse 
Smack (Smock). The latter sold it to Aert Teunisse Van Pelt on April 20, 1697. 
Van Pelt had occupied the land before this date under a ten year lease from Nicolaes 
De Mayer, dated Dec. 12, 1689 and calling for 215 guilders rental per year, It is thus 
possible that the old stone section of the house was erected by Aert Van Pelt about 
4690, although it was probably built in the early 1670s by Jan Van Cleef with the 
money obtained by the mortgage, 

Jan' Van Cleef was born about 1628 and emi tated in 1653, rom 
Cleef in the Netherlands. He was a farmer in Sledemamnd in a rer aah y in 
ne —. by 1659, where he became a patentee and a member of the Church, 
and where he took the oath of allegiance in 1687. By 1662 he married Engeltje, 
daug ~ of Laurens Pietersen, and had several children. 

¢ ancestor of the Van Pelt family was Teunis 
emigrated on the Rosetree in 1663 writh his family “dome te er ae re 
North Belgium, He eventually settled in New U | aa | 
3675-78 and was a patentee in 1686 
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Sept. 10, 1686 at New York he married Nieltje Jansen Van Tuyl and had eight 
children: Petrus and Jan, both of New Utrecht, Aert of Flatlands, and five daugh- 
ters. He was a magistrate in 1698 and a captain of the militia in 1715. Shortly after 
his marriage, as detailed above, he leased the plot in the village of New Utrecht 
which has become associated with his family’s name, and purchased it in 1697. 
He also bought plantations No. 11 and No. 10 nearby on the west side of the road 
(now 18th Avenue), but had disposed of some of his property before 1706 when he 
was assessed for only 80 acres. His house passed to his eldest son, Petrus Aertse’ 
Van Pelt, who married Oct. 19, 1734 Antje Dorland and had five sons and four 
daughters. 

Petrus Van Pelt was a captain of the colonial militia in 1758 and was an old 
man at the time of the Revolution. On the night of June 13, 1778 Capt. William 
Marriner led a raid to capture some British officers, He called on “Old Man Van 
Pelt” for advice, knocking softly on his window, and he sent them to his son Rem’s 
house, where they made their plans resulting in a successful raid. The brothers 
Rem and Aert Van Pelt and two Van Brunts were arrested on suspicion by the 
British authorities, but released as nothing could be proved against them. Upon 
one of the panes of the Van Pelt homestead are scratched the names of the prisoners 
confined here under Howe’s orders. 

Petrus’ Van Pelt died Sept. 6, 1781 at New Utrecht, leaving his home to his 
son Aert. Aert' Van Pelt, b. Oct. 20, 1748, died about 1830, married Femmetije 
Stellenwerf but left no issue; on his death he willed the paternal homestead, subject 
to payments, to his grandnephew John L. Van Pelt, son of Jacob, the son of Rem, 
who had both predeceased the testator. Aert’s older brother Rem‘ Van Pelt, b. April 
17, 1738 at New Utrecht, d. March 8, 1829 at Brooklyn, married Nov. 24, 1767 Ida, 
daughter of Jacobus Lefferts, b. Jan. 26, 1745, d. July 2, 1828, His only son Jacob’ 
Van Pelt, b. March 10, 1774 at New Utrecht, d. Oct. 16, 1827 before his father, 
married Maritie Lott. Jacob’s only son John Lott’ Van Pelt, b. Aug. J, 1806 at New 
Utrecht, d. 1885, married Dec. 17, 1834 Anna Maria, daughter of Timothy Cortel- 
you, John L. Van Pelt inherited from his greatuncle the family homestead on the 
King’s Highway in New Utrecht but did not reside here. He was born and lived in 
a house on 86th Street and 20th Avenue in New Utrecht, where his father Jacob 
had been born and lived before him, and where his son Townsend was born. John’s 
son Townsend Cortelyou’ Van Pelt, b. Nov. 13, 1837 in New Utrecht, married 
Oct, 24, 1866 Maria Elizabeth, daughter of John Ditmars, b. Sept. 24, 1843, After 
their marriage Townsend and Maria Van Pelt moved into the old family homestead 
on the King’s Highway, put in heat and improved the second story, and were still 
residing here in the beginning of the twentieth century. The property has been 


bought by the city and converted into a small park. 
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The house was erected in sections at three separate times. The earliest part 
is built of undressed stone, covered with whitewash. This unit is very narrow, 
only about two-thirds of the depth of the present house, Some time before the 
Revolution, the house was deepened and the ridgepole raised and carried back, in 
order that the front and rear slopes of the new gable roof should be equal in length 
and have the same slant. A view from the road on the west shows this addition 
plainly, as the newer part is covered with shingles, The wing was added at some 
later date, The lie-on-your-stomach windows may have been added by Townsend 
Van Pelt, when he added the bay window and dormers, and the gingerbread 
supports for the roof overhang. 

The house stands on the east side of the old village square. To the south is 
the Dutch church of New Utrecht, used during the Revolution by the British as 
a hospital. Between the Van Pelt house and the church ran the King’s Highway, 
which went eastward to Gravesend and Flatlands and then northward to the New 
Lots of Flatbush, where it connected with the Road to the Ferry and so reached 
Manhattan. On the west side of the house was the Flatbush or New Utrecht Road, 
which ran northeastward from the village to the Martense farm in the western part 
of Flatbush, and connected with the rough road over the hills to Manhattan. An 
old milestone by the house records that it was 6 or 10 miles from New York (by the 
two different routes), 15 miles to Jamaica, and 2! miles to Denys’s Ferry to 
Staten Island. Along the King’s Highway passed the traffic of the day from 
New York City to Philadelphia. The Van Pelt house stands on the east side of 

8th Avenue between 81st and 82nd Streets, facing the latter, 


House of Paulus Van Enden, later Beegel’s and Onderdonk’s 
1416 Flushing Avenue, Bushwick 
PLATE 22 


This is one of the very few stone houses in Kings County. Long Island is a 
wooded rather than a stony land, and most of its earl 


y houses were built of wood, 
unlike the houses on the west shore of the Hudson River which were built of sand- 


stone from the local quarries, Bernardus Smith, who about 1690 inherited the tract 
to the south, later Wyckoff’s, came into the Possession of this adjoining tract. An 
early undated Queens County deed records the transfer of land here from Bernardus 
Smith to Edward Stevenson: in 1709 John Stevenson sold to Tunis Titus a tract 
of 350 acres which extended to the Maspeth Kills, and much of which came into 
the hands of the Schenk and Wyckoff families (see plate 16). On April 22, $709 
Teunis Titus and his wife Mary sold to Paulus Vander Ende a plantation in Bush- 
wick of 100 acres, laid out by Peter Cotilleou, surveyor, bounded northwest by the 
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highway (from Bushwick to Newtown), northeast by Peter Lott, southeast and 
southwest by Teunis Titus, This plantation was later adjudged to lie partly in 
Newtown, Queens County. 

Paulus Van Enden, as he wrote his name in his will, lived in Bushwick, and 
undoubtedly spent his later years in the stone house which still stands here. He was 
baptized Dec. 28, 1679 in Utrecht, son of Bastiaen Van den Ende of Amsterdam 
and Sophia Van Cortlandt. His mother was a first cousin of Stephanus Van Cort- 
landt, first Lord of the Manor, of Catharina the wife of Frederick Philipse, and of 
Jacobus Van Cortlandt. Catharina and Jacobus, just mentioned, acted as sponsors 
in 1706 for Paulus’ child Catryna. Jannetie, the wife of Paulus Van Enden, was 
probably Jannetie Hendricks, bap, at Flatbush June 23, 1685, daughter of Hendrick 
Ryke (she is generally credited with a different marriage). Her father had emi- 
grated in 1663 and settled in Flatbush; his three sons (Jacob, Hendrick and Ryck) 
took the name of Van Suydam and are the ancestors of the Suydam family, In 
Paulus Van Enden’s will, executed in 1732 and probated in 1737, he mentioned his 
wife Jannetie, his children Catryna (bap. 1706 in Brooklyn), Hendrick, Adrian, 
Jacob, Abraham, and Ryck, named as executors his wife, the three Van Suydams 
(his brothers-in-law, although not so stated) and his son-in-law Jan Vanderbilt. 
The son Hendrick Van Ende lived in the stone house on the plantation in the New 
Bushwick Lots. He died early in life between Jan. 8 and March 2 of 1750, the 
dates of execution and probate of his will, in which he mentioned his wife Antic, 
daughter of John Colyer, his brother Abraham Van Ende, brothers-in-law John 
Colyer and Abraham Duryea, all of Bushwick, and his four minor children, Hen- 
drick, Jannetie, Sarah and Antic. The plantation eventually came into the hands of 
his daughter Jannetie, wife of Moses Beegel (Beigle, Beadel). His identity is not 
known; possibly he was a grandson of Robert Beedle of Hempstead who died 
intestate in 1702. 

The boundary settlement of 1769 between Newtown and Bushwick reads: up 
along the branch of Maspeth Creek to the pond near the head of Mr. Schenk’s mill 
pond, and thence east to Arbitration Rock, which lies west of the house of Joseph 
Woodward and northwest of the house formerly of “Frederick Van Nanda” and 
now in the possession of “Moses Beigle,” and from said rock southerly up the hills 
to the Flatbush line. The name in this agreement has been published as Frederick 
Van Nanda, and is no doubt a misreading of the manuscript for Hendrick Van 


Nanda (Van Ende). 

Moses Beadel and his wife Jenny sold April 29, 1786 to Johannis Covert (deed 
recorded Nov. 3, 1866) 48 acres in Bushwick and Newtown. This was the south half 
of the plantation bought by Paulus Van Ende in $709, and was occupied by the 
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Covert family until about 1866 (plate 8). How much longer Moses and Jannetje 
Beegel lived, we do not know, nor whether they had any children, Wilhelmus Van 
Nuys appears in possession of the north half of the plantation twenty years later, but it 
is probable that he purchased rather than inherited the house as his father-in-law 
was Elias Hubbard. Wilhelmus Van Nuys of Bushwick died in 1805, and his execu- 
tors sold to John Corzine on Sept. J, 1806 a house and 50 acre farm in Bushwick 
and Newtown, which ran northeast along the highway, southeast along Woodward's 
land, southwest along the land of Philip Edsal, northwest along the land of John 
Covert to the road. In {812 John Couzine sold the tract to George Ryerson, whose 
executors sold it in 1821 to Adrian Onderdonk. 

Adrian’ Onderdonk, b. Jan. 20, 1795 at Cow Neck, d. July 2, 1833 at Bushwick, 
was a son of Jacob, and a member of the branch of the Onderdonk family which 
settled in the town of Hempstead at the beginning of the eighteenth century. On 
March 4, 1819 he married Ann Wyckoff, b. Dec. 17, 1793, d. Nov. 16, 1863, She 
was a daughter of Peter Wyckoff and granddaughter of Nicholas Wyckoff, who 
had bought and improved the Schenk farm (plate 16) on the Newtown Road in 
Bushwick. In 1821, shortly after his marriage, Adrian Onderdonk bought the Van 
Ende farm near his father-in-law’s. He had two daughters before he died at the 
youthful age of 36 years, In 1848 Andrew Hegeman, husband.of Adrian’s daughter 
Dorothy Ann, released their interest in the property to the widow Ann Onderdonk. 
It remained the home of the other daughter Gertrude Onderdonk, b. July 31, 1825, 
married Dec.-24, 1845 Nicholas H. Schoonmaker, and here were born their three 
children, Anna Gertrude, Mary, and Adrian Onderdonk Schoonmaker. The house 
of late has been known as either the Onderdonk or Schoonmaker house. 

The house is said to have been built about 1733. If correct, it was probably built 
by Paulus Van Ende shortly before he died. The house can be compared with the 
stone houses of the early eighteenth century in Bergen County. It is built of roughly 
cut stone, thickly coated with whitewash and covered with a gambrel roof; the door 
and windows are in uneven alignment. The frame wing belongs to the early nine- 
teenth century. The house stands on the southeast side of Flushing Avenue (the old 
road to Newtown), southwest of Onderdonk Avenue. 


The Wyckoff Homestead 


Canarsie Lane near Ralph Avenue, Flatlands 
PLATE 23 


There is great controversy about the age and early history of this house. The 
chain of title is clear from the time that Pieter Wyckoff, Jr. bought the property on 
Feb. 28, 1737, but it has been claimed that the house was built 1639-41, and that it 
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was occupied after 1652 by his great grandfather Pieter Claesen (Wyckoff). The 
arguments have been exhaustively set forth in Keskachauge and in the Wyckoff 
Family Genealogy, of which a brief summary is as follows. On July 16, 1636 
Director Wouter Van Twiller bought of the Indians a large tract of land in eastern 
Flatlands. On April 13, 1641 he reported to the Amsterdam Chamber of the West 
India Company that he had caused houses (presumably including the Wyckoff 
homestead) to be erected on his land purchases from the Indians after his departure 
(in 1639) from New Netherland. 

The property came under the control of Stuyvesant as Director, since the 
original deed to Van Twiller had not been confirmed nor a patent issued to him, 
and he kept the farm for his personal use while governor. Van Twiller’s and his 
heirs’ rights were formally annulled on July 1, 1652 by Stuyvesant, who placed 
Pieter Claesen (Wyckoff) as his representative to farm and live on the property. 
Their formal agreement is dated July 10, 1655, but it is thought that Pieter Claesen 
may have moved directly into Van Twiller’s house when he settled in Flatlands 
(which was by 1653 and possibly as early as 1649). Since it was government 
property, the title automatically passed to the Duke of York on the English conquest 
of 1664, and it became the property of the town of Flatlands under the new Indian 
deed of 1665 and the new charter. There is no deed known to Pieter Claesen, but 
his title may have been derived or strengthened by the Act of Settlement of Oct, 26, 
1683:—Whereas wats and other causes have deprived several inhabitants of their 
deeds to prove their respective rights to their lands, whoever has actually possessed 
and improved his land for four years previously, if no legal demand is made in fifteen 
months from now, shall be accounted the lawful owner. Pieter Claesen died in 1694 
and his widow between 1699 and 1703. There follows a period of obscurity in the 
title. In the Woodlands Division of 1719 the land was left undivided, probably 
because the title to it was disputed at the time of the division. In some manner it 
came into the possession of the Van Voorhees family, who sold it to Pieter 
Wyckoff, Jr. in 1737. 

Pieter Claesen’ Van Norden was a native of Norden, a town near Ems in East 
Friesland; he emigrated in 1637 on the Rensselaerswyck in the employ of Simon 
Walichsz, and lived at Rensselaerswyck until 1649, He removed to New Amster- 
dam, and had settled at Flatlands by 1653, when he described himself as a farmer 
of Amersfoort (the old name of Flatlands). In 1655, he contracted to cultivate the 
bouwery and keep the cattle of Director Stuyvesant in Flatlands, He was a patentee 
of the town in 1666 and 1685 and a magistrate for many years. He took the oath 
of allegiance in 1687, stating he had been in the country for 51 years. He died on or 
about June 30, 1694 intestate. About 1645 he had married Grietje, daughter of 
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Cornelis Hendricks Van Ness, who survived him and died between 1699 and 1703. 
They had six sons and four daughters. Their sons Claes, Hendrick, and Gerrit lived 
in Flatlands village on lands adjoining Mill Lane; Jan later settled in New Jersey; 
Cornelis lived in Flatbush, and Martin in Gravesend. 

The son in whom we are interested is Nicholas or Claes’ Wyckoff, b. about 

1646 at Beverwyck (Albany), died after April 27, 1719 at Flatlands, married about 
1672 Sara, daughter of Pieter Monfoort, bap. April 2, 1656, died a few days before 
Dec. 31, 1704, They resided on a townplot in Flatlands village given him by his 
father, who had bought it Feb. 15, 1676/7. On May 21, 1703 he took title to various 
of his father’s lands from other heirs of his father, On Feb, 24, 1714/15 Claes deeded 
48 acres in Flatlands to his son Pieter of Middletown; this is supposed to be a deed 
of partition from Claes to his son Pieter, the balance to go to his other son Cornelius; 
all parcels are described and divided between the two, but the property on Canarsie 
Lane is not mentioned, inferring that he did not own it. This son Pieter’ Wyckoff, 
b. about 1675, d. 1759 at Flatlands, married first Willemtje Janse Schenck, daughter 
of Jan Martense Schenck of Mill Island (plate 13) who had been a friend of his 
grandfather. His second wife Anne Elizabeth survived him. Pieter removed to 
New Jersey, living in or near Middletown, He returned to Flatlands about the time 
of his father’s deed to him in 1715, and died here. His son Pieter’ Wyckoff, Jr., b. 
March 28, 1704, d. Nov. 14, 1776, married Aug. 5, 1727 Sarah, daughter of Jan 
Amerman, b, May 5, 1705, d. June 20, 1792, and had nine children. 

On Feb, 28, 1737 Pieter Wyckoff, Jr. bought of Koert and Petronella Voorhees 
the house and 42 acres on Canarsie Lane, which remained in the hands of his descend- 
ants until 1903 and is known as the Wyckoff homestead, Undoubtedly a part of the 
present house was standing at this time and they moved in immediately; the first 
child probably born here was the one who eventually inherited it, He was Peter A. 
Wyckolt, b. May 8, 1737, d. Oct, 22, 1823, married Dec, 17, 1768 Heyltie Remsen, 
b. April 25, 1747, d. Feb, J, 1830, It is stated that in 1776 a British guard was estab- 
lished at Mr. Wyckoff $ on Flatlands Neck. The record of 1796 reads that the house 
was occupied by Heyltje Wyckoff, that the house was in middling condition, size 
rea prey 44 x 30, farm of 100 acres, value of farm and barn $2500. 

yltie’s death, the children conveyed the house and 42 acres on Canarsie 
Lane Oct. 18, 1830 to their brother Abraham, After Abraham’s death in 1846, there 
= — deeds —— the widow Ida (his second wife) and sons, until it was 
— released Sten _ —_ John in 1849, The last of the family to own and occupy 
the house was Jo * Wyckoff (1817-1891), a son of Abraham and his second 


wife Ida. John’s widow and five children conveyed the homestead farm May 24, 


1901 to Francis Gross, who sold it to the Brooklyn Realty Trading Co 
go 


HOUSES IN QUEENS COUNTY 


A close inspection of the house shows that different sections have been built at 
various times. The original house was about three-fifths of the depth of the present 
one, and might be the house built for Van Twiller between 1639 and 1641. The 
original cellar, attic beams and floor partitions all extend to only three-fifths the 
depth of the present house. At some later date, the building was deepened, changing 
the line of the east chimney and the roofline. The oldest shingles are on the southeast 
front of the main house, of cypress 42 inches long, of which 14 inches are exposed. 
Probably at one time these rounded shingles covered the whole house, but they have 
been partly replaced with square cut, shorter cedar shingles of a later make. The 
typical double Dutch door on the north front is panelled like the old shutters. At 
some later period, the wing was added, its front is of clapboard and the gable end of 
the newer cedar shingles. Van Wyck does not consider that this wing was built 
before 1784, but the steep pitch of its roof extending to a low level suggests an 
earlier date, and was certainly built according to an earlier style. The house has been 
for many years quite dilapidated. Before 1867 Canarsie Lane was straightened, 
causing it to run in the rear instead of in front of the house. Canarsie Lane more or 
less parallels the present Clarendon Road for most of its distance, and led from the 
Flatbush Road in Flatbush across the King’s Highway to the Canarsie settlement 
in Flatlands. The Wyckoff house stands on the south side of Canarsie Lane, west 
of the modern Ralph Avenue. Several views of the house, showing it in various con- 
ditions and from different angles, are reproduced in Keskachauge. 


Houses in Queens County 


House of Abraham Lent, later Rapelye’s 
Bowery Bay Road, N orth Beach 
PLATE 24 


The settlement in which this house stands, the bay and its adjoining shorelands, 
took their names from the nearby Poor Bouwery, the farm owned by the Dutch 
Church of New Amsterdam and cultivated for the benefit of the poor. Harck Sibout- 
sen from Langendyck married at New Amsterdam Nov. 16, 1642 Wyntje Theunis 
from Naerden and had fifteen children. He was a ship carpenter. He settled near the 
Poor Bouwery about 1650 and received a patent for his land here July 2, 1654. He 
was a frecholder of Newtown in 1666 and died here 1685-84. He was succeeded on 
the farm by his son Jacobus Krankheyt, bap. Sept. 7, 1659, d. Feb. 18, 1727 without 
issue, leaving the farm to his nephew Abraham Lent. Catrina, daughter of Harck 
Siboutsen, had married about 1671 Ryck Abrahamsen’ Lent, b. 1637 in New Am- 


Sterdam, one of the purchasers and settlers of Ryck’s Patent on the Hudson River, 
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near the present Peekskill, Their eldest son, Abraham’ Lent, b, March 10, 1674, d, 
Feb. 5, 1746, lived the first fifty odd years of his life in Westchester County, and in 
1729 took possession of his uncle’s and grandfather’s farm at the Poor Bouwery in 
Newtown. Here he built his home, the center room of the present house, no doubt on 
the site of his grandfather’s dwelling. He was a leading member of the Dutch Church 
at Tarrytown and at Newtown. On Dec, 24, 1698 he married Anna Catharine Meyer, 
bap. March 21, 1677, d. July 2, 1762, daughter of Adolph Meyer from Westphalia. 
They had eleven children, born before they removed to Newtown: Ryck, Jacob, 
_ Adolph, Isaac, Abraham, Catrina, Jacobus, Elizabeth, Maria, Wyntie and Ann. 
The youngest son succeeded to the farm: Jacobus’ Lent, b. July 3, 1714, d. Dec. 
13,1779, married Margaret, daughter of Daniel Rapalje, d. Sept. 11, 1794 in her 74th 
year. The farm passed to one of their sons, Daniel’ Lent, b. May 31, 1754, d. April 
20, 1797 in his 43rd year, married Dec. 9, 1792 Rensie, daughter of Martin Rapelye, 
b. Jan. 17, 1774, who married secondly Bernard Rapelye. Shortly before his un- 
timely death, Daniel Lent sold the farm. Isaac Rapelye became the owner about this 
time, making it his home until he died. This Isaac’ Rapelye, b. Dec. 23, 1782, d. 
Oct, 20, 1850, was a son of Daniel Rapelye; he married Margaret Polhemus and left 
a son Jacob and two daughters. The house was still in the possession of his family 
in $923. It is a long, low shingled structure, with its west wall of rough stone. The 
wing, which has a very steep gable roof, has an earlier appearance than the main 
house. It stands on the north side of Bowery Bay Road on a hill overlooking Bowery 
Bay, and on the opposite side of the bay from the North Beach development. 


Luyster—Kouwenhoven House 
formerly on the Bowery Bay Road, North Beach 
PLATE 25 


Pieter Cornelisz' Luyster emigrated in 1656, He was a carpenter and lived in 
Kings County until he removed to Newtown, where he was a frecholder in 1666. 
Here he bought the Poor Bouwery from the Dutch Church of New Amsterdam, a 
farm which had been granted to the Church for the benefit of its poor; it extended 
from Fish’s Point westward one mile along the bay to the Riker homestead. Peter 
married Jannetie, daughter of Jan Snediker, After his death in 1695, his farm on 
the bay in Newtown was bought from the other heirs by his youngest son Cornelius’ 
Luyster, b. 662, d. 1721. Cornelius lived at Flatbush until the time of this purchase. 
He became prominent in Newtown, a magistrate and captain, He married Sarah 
Catharine Nevius and had four sons and six daughters, willing his farm to his sons. 
The eldest, Peter’ Luyster, b. March 10, 1687, d. Dec. 17, 1759, inherited that part 
of his father’s farm which later came into the hands of his Kouwenhoven descend- 
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ants. On April 30, 1713 he married Sarah, daughter of Daniel Rapalje, d. Jan. 23, 
{773 aged 85 years, and had four sons and four daughters. The second son succeeded 
to his father's farm: Daniel‘ Luyster, b. Sept. 26, 1722, d. May 31, 1788 aged 65 
years, married Nov. 29, 1744 Anna Van Nostrand, d. June 20, 1811 in her 89th 
year, having survived her husband twenty-three years. They had three daughters 
and no sons; Rensie and Anna never married, Sarah’ Luyster married George 
Wyckoff of Flatlands. Their daughter Anna Wyckoff married Luke Kouwenhoven, 
b. June 3, 1766, d. Oct. 22, 1853, son of Gerret Kouwenhoven of Flatlands. Luke 
resided on the Bowery Bay farm until his death. It was later owned by George 
Kouwenhoven or Conover, presumably his son, It recently formed a part of a road- 
house called the German Castle and has been demolished since the photograph was 
taken in 1925, It is not known who built the house. The steep roofline and small 
windows are suggestive of great age. It was probably erected by Peter’ Luyster on 
a portion of his father’s farm about the time of his marriage in 1713. The house 
stood on the southeast corner of the Bowery Bay Road and the old Trains Meadow 
Road, near the shore of Bowery Bay. Trains Meadow was the name of the common 


pasturage inland, 


House of Joseph Woodward 
Flushing and Woodward Avenues, Maspeth 


Maspeth or Newtown Creek, which flows into the East River, divided the 
Dutch settlements in Kings County to the south from the English settlements in 
Queens County to the north. Rev. Francis Doughty and his associates received a 
patent for land at Maspeth Kill in 1642 and commenced a settlement there, which, 
however, was destroyed by the Indians the following year. The later settlement in 
this section was often called the English Kills to distinguish it from the settlement of 
the Dutch Kills on the south side of the creek, parts of Newtown and Bushwick 
respectively. The boundary settlement of 1769 between Newtown and Bushwick 
tan in part as follows: up along a branch of the Maspeth Creek to the pond near the 
head of Mr. Schenck’s mill pond (see plate 16) and thence east to Arbitration Rock, 
a little west of the house of Joseph Woodward, and northwest of the house formerly 
of Hendrick Van Nanda and now in the possession of Moses Beigle (plate 22), and 
from this rock southeast up the hills to the Flatbush line. This house of Joseph 
Woodward thus immediately adjoins the Dutch settlement, where still stand the 
Schenk—Wyckoff, Van Ende—Beegel, and Covert houses (plates 16, 22 and 8). 
Woodward’s house is typically a in = a S — and a half pan 

by a hi ambrel roof extending to form an overhang. 
shingled structure, covered by & © 8h If erected by Woodward, he was 


It i hen or by whom it was built. 
is not known when / of his Dutch neighbors. Joseph Woodward was prob- 


greatly influenced by the style 
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ably descended from Lambert Woodward, freeholder of Newtown in 1666, A 
Woodward owned the property in 1806, according to the deed to adjoining land, 
In 1873 the owner was H. Diehl, The house is still in good preservation, although 
slightly altered by porch and dormers, As it is hidden by porch, vines and trees a 
satisfactory photograph is not possible, It stands on the northeast side of Flushing 
Avenue, near the corner of Woodward Avenue. 
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PLATE 7 


Cornell—Schenck House 
in Highland Park, East New York 


This house is believed to have been built about 1760 by Isaac Cornell or his father; it passed by 
inheritance into the Schenck family and was inhabited by descendants until sold to the city in 1906. Stone 
houses were seldom erected in Kings County; this is the only existing example of the late eighteenth 
century on Long Island. The stonework has been plastered and whitewashed; the gable is clap-boarded. 
Note the four chimneys, more typical of the Bergen County stone houses than of the Kings County 
shingled houses. The beautiful sweep of the roofline has not been broken by the addition of modern 
dormers. The photograph shows the house in the rural surroundings of the mid-nineteenth century. 
It is reproduced by courtesy of Mrs. Sarah Woodson. 
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: PLATE 8 


House of John Covert 
1410 Flushing Avenue, Bushwick 


This house is pre-revolutionary in character, but as the land on which it stands was a part of the Van 


Ende plantation until purchased by John Covert in 1786, the house may not have been erected until this 
later date. It is similar in style to the Schenck-Williamson house in Flatlands (plate 15). The use of 


the gable roof to cover a house two full rooms in depth is typical of Kings County houses until far into 
the nineteenth century. The narrow window in the rear is unusual. Note the double Dutch door. 
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House of Lady Moody (?); the Van Siclen House 
Gravesend Neck Road, Gravesend 


Persistent tradition calls this the house of Lady Moody. She was the founder of the Gravesend 
colony in 1643 and died 1658-59. It is true that Lady Moody’s home stood on this plot of ground, but 
the house, in its present condition at least, belongs to the last half of the seventeenth century. Compare 
the Sip house in Bergen (plate 107) built in 1664; similar in style and in depth, it nevertheless has the 
early steep roofline which the so-called Lady Moody house does not have. The house has a great deal 
of character; the low ceilings and the long sweeping lines of the roof result in its seeming almost a part 
of the earth; its charm lies in its conformity with the surroundings. The large dormers are of course 
modern. 
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PLATE 10 


House of Pieter Lefferts 
now in Prospect Park, Flatbush 


The old Lefferts homestead on the Flatbush Road was burned during the Battle of Long Island in 1776 
and the present house was erected on the site by Pieter Lefferts along the old lines. The deep curve 
of the roofline is unusual. It is not to be seen in any other Dutch house still existing but can be noted 
in the sketch of the Second Church of Breuckelen, built 1766 (Stiles, p. 332). The sunburst decoration 
over the doorway is typically post-revolutionary. 
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PLATE 11 


House of Johannes and Hendrick Lott 
1940 East 36th Street, Flatlands 


The left wing of the present structure is a part of the house built by Johannes Lott shortly after he 
purchased the farm in 1719. Typical of the early period are the small window openings, the old windows 
with twelve-paned upper sash, narrow lower sashes, and thick moldings, and also the steep gable 
roofline with no overhang. The Dutch were masters of the art of compact building and the spaciousness 
they achieved in small houses is often surprising. Two bedrooms were to be found under the roof of 
this small wing until the partition was knocked out recently. Hendrick I. Lott built the main house and 
west (right) wing in 1810 on another part of the farm and moved a part of his grandfather’s house to 
form his east wing. The difference in the size of windows and window panes between the old and newer 
sections is as notable as it is typical. The rear view is shown here. The house is still owned and 
inhabited by descendants of the builders. 
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PLATE 12 


House of Adrian Martense 
formerly at 21 Church Avenue, Flatbush 


The wing of this house was the home of Adrian Martense (1707-1784) and was built by him about the 
middle of the eighteenth century. The main house belongs to the last quarter of the century. The 
combination of gable and gambrel rooflines is more often seen in the Dutch houses of Bergen County. 
The roof of the wing is not extended over the rear wall to balance the overhang in front. Notice the 
small size of the attic windows. 
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PLATE 13 


House of Jan Martense Schenck 
on the former Mill Island, East 63rd Street, Flatlands 


This house was built by Jan Martense Schenck immediately after he purchased the mill and half the 
island in 1675. A much earlier date has sometimes been attributed to the house due to its very steep 
roofline, which is comparable to those on the earliest houses in New Amsterdam. The construction of 
the house is very unusual; it resembles the hull of a ship with its curved timbers and archlike inverted 
frame. An addition, doubling the size of the house, was made in the early eighteenth century and was 
formerly covered with long round-edged shingles. Dormer windows of the early slanting variety were 
added at some period, and the overhang of the roof was extended and pillars built to form a porch. 
The early type fanlight over the door is to be noted. One chimney for each unit of the house is a smaller 
number than was customary, especially in view of the fact that the house was situated on a bleak island. 
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PLATE 14 


House of Nicholas Schenck at Canarsie 
now in the Museum of the Brooklyn Institute of Arts and Sciences 


This house was built by Nicholas Schenck in 1772 on his father’s farm at Canarsie Point in Flatlands. 
In the closing years of the nineteenth century the Schenck homestead farm became a city park; recently 
the house has been removed and rebuilt within the Museum as an example of Dutch colonial architecture. 
It is one of the few remaining pre-revolutionary houses with a gambrel roof in Kings County. The 
double Dutch door and the small windows are to be noted. Windows of this size were more common 
in the early eighteenth century. 
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PLATE 15 


Schenck—Williamson House 
East 53rd Street, Flatlands 


This house was probably built in the third quarter of the eighteenth century by Martin Schenck on land 
near the house and mill of his father, Capt. John Schenck. Later it was owned for almost one hundred 
years by the Williamson family. The house is characteristic of a type greatly in favor in Kings County, 
used with variations well into the nineteenth century. Note the small size of the windows. The dormers 
are of course modern additions. 
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PLATE 16 
Schenk—Wyckoff House 
1325 Flushing Avenue, Bushwick 


The wing of the present house was the pre-revolutionary home of members of the Schenk family, and 
was probably built about 1719 by one of the sons of Johannes Schenk, the miller. Nicholas Wyckoff 
purchased the property and erected the main house probably in 1788, the year he built the new barn. 
His descendants lived here until 1911. The long, sloping roofline on the rear of the wing is a typical 
variation sometimes seen in the Dutch houses. The overhang of the roof in front is balanced 
asymmetrically by the long roofline extending almost to the ground, and thus including and covering a 
lean-to behind the house. The main house is similar in style to many of the pre-revolutionary houses. 


104 














PLATE 17 
Stoothoffi—Bergen House 
formerly on Bergen Island, Flatlands 


It has been claimed that a part of the present house was built before 1633 as a trading post with the 
Indians. The original unit was more probably erected in the third quarter of the seventeenth century by 
Gerrit ElbBertse Stoothoff. The house passed by marriage from the Stoothoffs to the Bergens and was 
occupied by their descendants until sold for a development in 1893. Many changes and additions have 
been made, all in the style of the original unit. The main house was enlarged on the west side in 1819. 
It is probable that the roof was raised about this time, for the two and a half story height under the long 
roofline is to be seen in several Kings County houses of the early nineteenth century; certainly the 
original seventeenth century unit was not this high and probably not this deep. The east wing was added 
for a kitchen in 1801 and the smaller west wing, shown in the photograph, was not added until after 
1824, but they harmonize in style with the main building. 
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PLATE 18 


Stoothof—Baxter—Kouwenhoven House 
1640 48th Street, Flatlands 


The wing of the present house is believed to have been built in 1747 but its very steep roofline 
(emphasized in the vignette) suggests an earlier date. It may have been erected by the Stoothoffs; 
certainly it came into their possession shortly afterwards and has remained in the possession of their 
descendants ever since, passing by marriage to the Baxters, Kouwenhovens and Remsens. The early 
wing has a steep roofline with an overhang only in the front, very small windows and also dormers in 
the rear. The main house, built in 1811, is a successful adaptation of the earlier house on larger lines. 
The rather ingenuous windows under the overhang are a modern effort to give more ventilation to the 
second story without breaking up the roofline. 
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Stryker—Schenck House 
formerly on Church Avenue, Flatbush 


This house was built by a member of the Stryker family, passed by marriage into the Schenck family, 
and continued to be a Schenck homestead until recently. The photograph shows the Schenck farm as it 
was in the mid-nineteenth century. It is reproduced by courtesy of Mrs. P. L. Schenck. The repetition 
of roofline forms a pleasing harmony. The winter door is of course modern. 
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PLATE 20 


House of Jacob Swaert; the Van Brunt Homestead 
formerly at 1752 84th Street, New Utrecht 


The small wing was undoubtedly one of the earliest houses on Long Island surviving until recently. It 
was probably erected about the time New Utrecht was settled in 1657, although it may date no further 
back than the fire of 1675 which destroyed most of the village. It was built by Jacob Swaert or his son 
Johannes and sold by the latter in 1714 to Cornelis Van Brunt, in whose family it remained until 1879. 
The very steep roofline of the wing is characteristic of the very earliest houses of New Netherland. 
The main house was probably built by Cornelis Van Brunt shortly after he purchased the property in 
1714. Although larger, it resembles the Schenk wing of the Schenk-Wyckoff house in Bushwick (plate 
16). The long roofline at the rear probably originally covered an open lean-to; the curve of the roofline in 
front suggests that it once overhung the wall. Roof and gable end were formerly shingled, thus giving 
the house a more respectable appearance. The dormers and door porch of course are later additions. 
This was one of the few stone houses on Long Island. 
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PLATE 21 


House of Jan Van Cleef (?)—the Van Pelt Homestead 
18th Avenue and 82nd Street, New Utrecht 


The original unit of this house is the stone section; it was probably erected about 1672 by Jan Van Cleef, 
although possibly not until about 1690 by Aert Teunisse Van Pelt under a leasehold. The latter 
purchased the property and it has remained the family homestead until recent years. The stone unit is 
only two-thirds the depth of the main house. This increase in depth is plainly seen from the west 
(street end) as the newer part is shingled. The roofline had to be changed at the same time. The present 
lines resemble the Stryker-Schenck house in Flatbush (plate 19). The wing belongs to a later period 
but is undoubtedly also pre-revolutionary. The heavy gutter on the wing, the bay window, dormers, and 
gingerbread supports to the roof are all modern changes. 
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PLATE 22 


House of Paulus Van Enden, later Beegel’s and Onderdonk’s 
1416 Flushing Avenue, Bushwick 


This stone house was built by Paulus Van Enden or his son Hendrick about 1731. It closely resembles 
the Bergen County stone houses and can be compared with the Demarest House at Old Bridge (plate 
83), built before 1720. Notice the uneven alignment of door and window openings. The old twelve-pane 
window sashes have been replaced by six-pane sashes. The door and dormers are modern. This is the 
earliest example of a gambrel roof still existing in Kings County; the gable roof was more often used 
here rather than the gambrel roof prevalent in Bergen County. 
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PLATE 23 
The Wyckoff Homestead 
Canarsie Lane, Flatlands 


The original unit, about three-fifths the depth of the main house, is claimed to have been built for 
Director Van Twiller between 1639 and 1641, and to have been occupied from 1652 to 1694 by Pieter 
Claessen Wyckoff. It came again into the possession of the Wyckoff family in 1737 and remained the 
family homestead until 1901. Beams, partitions and cellar indicate the size of the original unit. It is 
said that the wing was not added until 1784 but the steep pitch of the roof extending to a low level is 
characteristic of an earlier period. Notice the very deep overhang of the roof on the main house and 
the early type round-edged shingles, which are of cypress 42 inches long. 
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PLATE 24 


House of Abraham Lent, later Rapelye’s 
Bowery Bay Road, North Beach 


The original unit of this house is the center room, erected about 1729 by Abraham Lent. It is built of 
roughly cut stone, still to be seen in the west wall. At some early period the east half of the house was 
added and the whole building was shingled. The fanlight over the door is very large. The very steep 
roofline of the wing is evidence of its age. All units were undoubtedly built by members of the Lent 
family. The house was purchased by Isaac Rapelye about 1800 and has since been in the hands of his 
descendants. The magnificent box-tree by the door is a reminder of the better days the house has seen. 
In the distance is Bowery Bay, an inlet of Long Island Sound. 
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PLATE 25 


Luyster—Kouwenhoven House 
formerly on Bowery Bay Road, North Beach 


This house stood until recently on the old Luyster bouwery and may have been built by Peter Luyster 
about the time of his marriage, 1713. It passed by inheritance into the Kouwenhoven family. The slope 
of the roofline is at a very pleasing angle. Recent use as a roadhouse has rather marred the appearance 
of the house and is probably the cause of the cheap porch and railing and of the boarding up of the 
stone Dutch oven back. Dormers also are modern. 
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CRUSER—WINANT—PERO HOUSE 


RICHMOND COUNTY (Staten Island) 


TATEN ISLAND, the large island at the mouth of New York Bay separated 
from the New Jersey mainland by the Arthur Kill and the Kill Van Kull, 
attracted the Dutch in early years but had no permanent settlement until some 

thirty years after Long Island. Staten Island, with other territory on the New Jersey 
shore, was granted by the Dutch West India Company to Michael Pauw in 1630. As 
he made no settlement and hence did not comply with the conditions of the grant, he 
gave up his rights in 1634, There followed three unsuccessful attempts at colonization. 
David Pietersen De Vries received a grant and started a colony in 1639 at the 
Watering Place (Tompkinsville), in the northeastern part facing the Upper Bay, 
but it was wiped out by the Indians in 1641, Before the rights of De Vries had been 
extinguished, Cornelis Melyn tried to establish a patroonship on Staten Island; he 
commenced a settlement in 1640 which was wiped out by the Indians in 1643. He 
placed another settlement at the Watering Place in 1650, but this also was destroyed 
by the Indians in 1655, and Melyn gave up his patroonship in 1659, The various 
war's with the Indians had proved disastrous to the farms and plantations but were 
ended by treaty in 1660. 

In 1661 nineteen Dutchmen and Frenchmen from the Palatinate (to use 
Stuyvesant’s term) petitioned for permission to settle on Staten Island. The petition 
was granted and the first permanent settlement was formed by them at Oude Dorp 
(Old Town), the site now occupied by St. Mary’s Cemetery, inland from Arrochar 
and Fort Wadsworth. Pierre Billeau, a Walloon, was one of the petitioners and the 
leader of the colony. A small garrison was established here for its protection. Dominie 
Drisius, who could preach in English, French and Dutch, ministered to them every 
two months. | 

The English conquest of New Netherland in 1664 caused little change. The 
colonists were allowed to retain their property, local government and religion, but 
were required to take the oath of allegiance. Staten Island was organized with 
western Long Island into the West Riding of Yorkshire. In 1670 Gov. Lovelace 
made the final purchase of the Island from the Indians, requiring the young Indian 
lads to sign the deed so that it would not be quickly forgotten, The court for Staten 
Island continued to be held in the nearby settlement of Gravesend on Long Island 
until 1675. Gov. Dongan called the first Provincial Assembly in 1683 and Staten 
Island was then organized into Richmond County. The early county seat was at 
Richmond, formerly called Cuckold’s Town, southwest of New Dorp. In 1688 were 
established the four townships of Northfield, Southfield, Westfield and Castletown, 
corresponding to the earlier precincts and Castleton Manour. 
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The settlement at Old Dorp soon spread to the fertile valley nearby, which was 
laid out and called the New Lots of the Old Town, now Dongan Hills, In 1671 the 
village of New Dorp was settled on the shore east of the present village of that 
name, After the Dutch capture of 1673 and subsequent recapture by the English, 
the surveying of Staten Island continued apace and many settlers and speculators 
were granted patents, generally for 80 acres or multiples of that figure. Gov, Dongan 
also granted several manorial estates, of which the two most important were the 
west end of the Island (Tottenville) to Christopher Billop and central Staten Island 
to John Palmer, who in 1685 sold out to Dongan, A large part of the west side of 
the Island was formerly covered by the Great Swamp, which drained into the 
Fresh Kills, Scattered plantations were cleared at the edge of the swamp but mainly 
on the high lands and meadows south of the Kills, The Labadists estimated that 
in 1670 there were about one hundred families on the Island, mainly Dutch and 
French, 

It is believed that by 1668 the Waldensians had established a Church at Stony 
Brook and the Huguenots another at Fresh Kill (now Green Ridge); both com- 
bined with the Reformed Church at Richmond village in 1717. The Dutch depended 
for many years upon the monthly visit of the Dominie from New Amsterdam: a 
Dutch Church on the north side of the Island was organized about 1680. Cornelis 
Van Santvoord was called by these two Reformed Churches in 1718 and was the 
first Dutch minister established on Staten Island, The English worshipped in the 
Dutch church at Richmond until 1713, A Moravian congregation was established 
in $742 and their church built at New Dorp in 1763, 

The original habitations of most families on Staten T 
were cabins of squared logs, built for durability. 
supplanted by more substantial houses, 
lines. The stone, timber and shingles we 
from the oyster shells along the shore, 
As the stones for the houses 


sland (according to Clute) 
In the course of time these were 
generally of stone, with long, low, massive 
te procured on the farms, lime was obtained 
and nails were made by a nearby blacksmith. 
were gathered together in clearing the fields, their 
shapes were very irregular and often no attempt was made to lay the walls in 
courses. The steep gable roof was very popular but was seldom combined with the 
graceful overhanging eaves characteristic elsewhere, The houses were generally 
long and narrow, only one room in depth, and without a hallway. The windows 
and doorway were seldom symmetrically placed and their arrangement varied 
greatly, for most of the houses were built before the balanced style became popular. 
Unlike the houses in the other counties, the original unit was generally the largest 
section. 

Peter Kalm, the Swedish naturalist, travelled through North America in 
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{748-49 and recorded that: “. .. (We spent the night at Elizabeth Town Point 
he ferry and crossed over it to Staten Island.) .. . Most of the people settled 
here were Dutchmen, or such as came hither whilst the Dutch were yet in possession 
of this place. But at present they were scattered among the English and other 
European inhabitants, and spoke English for the greatest part. The prospect of 
the country here is extremely pleasing, as it is not so much intercepted by woods, 
but offers more cultivated fields to view. Hills and vallies still continue as usual 
to change alternately. The farms were near each other. Most of the houses were 
wooden: however some were built of stone. Near every farmhouse was an orchard 
with apple trees... (and) a press for cyder... cherry trees stood along the enclosures 
round cornfields. The cornfields were excellently situated and either sown with 
wheat ot rye. They had no ditches on their sides, but only furrows . . . 

The early houses and the identity of their owners were found partly by the 
study of a series of maps, the most important of which was the “Plan (No. 3!) du 
Camp Anglo-Hessois dans Staten Island de 1780 a 1783” in the Archives of the 
French War Department. The text is based largely on a study of the original land 
and probate records, in which the author was ably assisted by Rev. Lefferd Haugh- 
wout, Alexander S. Rowland and Loring McMillen, The latter’s architectural criti- 
cisms were of great aid. With the exception of six photographs, made about 1900 
and reproduced through the courtesy of William T. Davis, the plates in this section 
were taken in 1925, A great many of the old houses remained standing until very 
recently, with the result that enough photographs of them are available to devote 
an entire book to Staten Island. The account here has been limited largely to houses 
still existing. A few no longer extant have been included which were old family 
homesteads and others where their supposed history has been found radically wrong. 
Many of the houses which have disappeared are reproduced in Staten Island and 
Its People, by Charles W. Leng and William T. Davis. 
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HOUSES IN RICHMOND COUNTY (Staten Island) 


House of Nathaniel Britton, later Walton’s and Cubberly’s 
New Dorp Lane, New Dorp 
PLATE 26 


The father of the builder of this house (the main stone section) was William 
Britton. Mention is made of him in 166! as an Englishman living at Maspeth, 
the early English colony at Newtown on Long Island. Nathaniel Britton, 
probably a brother, settled on Staten Island by 1670 when he was appointed to treat 
with the Indians for the purchase of the Island. William came to Staten Island 
before 1678 when he was appointed constable. He died intestate in 1683, and his 
widow Mary conveyed land on Staten Island to their son Nathaniel in 1686. The 
wife, Mary Britton of Staten Island, had been baptized in the Flatbush Church at 
the age of 30 in 1678 with her seven children, including Nathaniel aged 13 years. 

This Nathaniel’ Britton, b. 1665, d. about 1708, and his wife Mary sold 400 
acres at Old Dorp on Staten Island in 1694, The following year, on Oct. 28, 1695, 
he bought a 96 acre tract at New Dorp from Obadiah Holmes, to whom it had been 
patented by Gov. Andros in 1677. Nathaniel and Mary probably built and settled 
here immediately; they were termed residents of New Dorp in a sale of 1699, 
Nathaniel died 1707-08, in which latter year letters of administration on his estate 
were granted April 10, 1708 to his widow Mary, then wife of Mr. Duchan. She 
married thirdly Lambert Garrison of Staten Island, d, 1725, and was still living in 
{754 at an advanced age. Her son Nathaniel’ Britton (Jr.) and his wife Elizabeth 
(Lake?) sold his parents’ home at New Dorp on April 9, 1714 to Thomas Walton; 
they removed to Bybury, Pa., where he made his will in 1754, mentioning his mother 
Mary Garrison, his wife Elizabeth, and their children, 

The purchaser of the New Dorp house was Capt. Thomas’ Walton 2nd, b. 1672, 
d, 1728, son of Thomas Walton of Staten Island, an Englishman, He married Mary 
Stillwell and secondly Martha : at his death he left the farm where he lived to 
his wife during her widowhood and all his property to his six children, Thomas, 
Richard, Matthew, William, Martha and John. By various releases, the New Dorp 
house came into the possession of the eldest son Thomas’ Walton 3rd, b. Jan. 23, 
1699 on Staten Island, d. 1780 in Monmouth County. He married Rebecca Law- 
rence. They settled in Upper Freehold about 1750, and on June 20, 1761 sold the 
New Dorp property to Isaac Cubberly. The wing had undoubtedly been built pre- 
vious to this time by one of the Waltons. , | 

Isaac Cubberly and his wife Anne (Journeay?) made their home here. He died 
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in 1786 leaving a widow, five sons and two daughters. He willed to his son James 
the south part of the farm where he (the testator) then lived with the buildings 
thereon, but left to his widow Anne the right to live in his house during her widow- 
hood with their son James. Another son Stephen received the west part of the farm. 
Adria Cubberly, spinster, daughter of Stephen and granddaughter of Isaac and 
niece of James deceased, granted to Isaac Cubberly 2nd on July 18, 1833 all her 
interest in the New Dorp estate devised by Isaac to James, Isaac Cubberly 2nd, b. 
March 17, 1763, d. here Aug. 22, 1841, was a brother of James and Stephen and 
another son of Isaac Cubberly who had purchased the house in 176}, The place was 
called The Cedars by this family. 

The property was sold by Isaac Cubberly 2nd’s executors on June 26, 1847 to 
David J. Tysen, who resold it two days later to Harriet Lord. She later married 
Mr. Britton, a descendant of the original builder of the house. Their son, Dr. 
Nathaniel Lord Britton, a botanist, and his wife Elizabeth Gertrude Knight, later 
lived here. In January, 1915, they deeded it to the Staten Island Association of 
Arts and Sciences for its home and for preservation as an example of old colonial 
architecture. 

The house is in four units. The oldest section is the central unit, built about 
1695 with rough fieldstones, very heavy beams, and a huge open fireplace with a 
beam across the top. Its moderately sloped roof may be a later change. The wing 
has very low stone walls and a very steep gable roof; its more careful joining is proof 
that it was built later than the main house, The lean-to at the rear of the wing formed 
the third addition; its roof slopes down almost to the ground. The frame section on 
the road end dates from about 1800. There are no overhanging eaves in front or rear. 
A photograph of the front view of the house, when it was still a private residence and 
well kept up though completely hidden by vines, can be seen in Leng and Davis, 
p. 866, and other views in the Proceedings of the Staten Island Institute of Arts 
and Sciences, V, plates 6 and 7. The house is on the south side of New Dorp Lane, 
corner of Cedar Grove Avenue, near the beach. This locality was the site of the 
original New Dorp settlement and was lately known as Elm Tree. The property has 
been put in better condition since the accompanying photograph was taken in 1925. 


Cozine—Bodine—Martling House 
40 Wachogue Road, Myer’s Corners 
PLATE 27 


| This house is erroneously known as the “home of Daniel Corsen.” The latter 
lived in the 1780s on the bend of the Willow Brook Road, not far from the Christo- 
pher house, and later bought property on the Clove Road, where he died in 1801. 
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The house was probably not erected before 1760 and the builder may have been 
Garrit Cozine, but unfortunately there are no early records for the property. It 
formed a part of the large tract in the center of the Island granted to John Palmer 
and sold by him in 1685 to Gov. Thomas Dongan, who became the Earl of Limerick. 
A deed of 1769 to adjoining land states that the property in question was then in the 

ssession of Garrit Cozine. On April 8, 1784 Wilhelmus Cozine mortgaged his 
half of this house, stating that the house and land formerly belonged to James 
Cozine, deceased. 

On June 1, 1789 Wilhelmus Cozine of Staten Island, yeoman, and his wife 
Phebe, sold to Vincent Bodine of the same place, blacksmith, for £374.32s, land and 
lot of salt meadows with buildings and improvements, being a part of the planta- 
tion formerly belonging to Cornelius Cozine, deceased, situated on the main road 
that leads from the New Blazing Star Ferry to the Narrows, beginning by a wild 
cherry tree by the road, then northwest by the land of Jacobus Cozine, southwest by 
John Tison, Jr., east by John Simonsen and John Wright, then west by Benjamin 
Seaman, deceased, then northeast toa hickory tree, northeast “to the middle or center 
of the dwelling house, 5 feet to the westward of the west doorpost of the door that 
leads into the entry of the said house, from thence through the middle of said house 
along by the partition of the west side of the entry through the said house,” north- 
east to the road, bounded by Jacobus Cozine to the beginning, 43 7/30 acres; “Ex- 
cepting therefrom and always forever hereafter that Privilege unmolested for the 
use of Jacobus Cozine, his heirs and assigns, the use of one half of all the cellar room 
under the said house, the use of the kitchen and oven, for doing all kinds of drudgery 
work, washing, baking, etc., and that the said Jacobus Cozine ... shall and may 
from time to time and at all times hereafter have free Privilege to pass and repass 
from his premises to the Cellar and Kitchen as often as necessity requires, and 

his heirs and assigns, shall have and may by virtue 


further the said Vincent Bodine, 
of these presents have the liberty of going in the entry to go up the stairway on his 


part of the garrett.” 

Thus one half of the house with the grounds on that side were sold to Vincent 
Bodine and the other half kept by Jacobus Cozine, who was presumably a son of 
Cornelius Cozine, deceased. These are the only recorded land transactions on Staten 
Island to or from a Cozine; neither is there any mention of the family in the early 
church records of Staten Island. There was a Cornelius Cosine of New York, cord- 
wainer, who died 1762-65, bequeathing his farm in Bloomingdale (Manhattan) to 
his five children, but there was neither a Jacobus nor a Wilhelmus among them; the 

also of New York City, who died between 1759 and 1773. 


eldest of them was Garret, 
The house fe marked G. Cozine on the map of 1783. Jacobus Cozine, who retained 
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one half the house in 1789, seems to have disposed of it to James Bodine who at 
some period sold it to his brother Vincent Bodine, but these deeds are not on record, 

The will of John Bodine of Richmond County, dated and probated in 1778, 
mentioned his wife Dorcas, and his seven children: Rachel, John the oldest son, 
Mary Egberts, James, Martha (bap. 1762), Vincent (bap. 1766) and Ann (bap. 
1769). They were probably descendants of Vincent Boden of New York, mariner, 
who in 1735 willed his estate to his wife Elsje. John’s son Vincent Bodine, bap. 
Nov. 26, 1766 on Staten Island, died between 1814 and 1824 (according to the mar- 
riage records of his sons), married June 7, 1789 Jane Blake, and had at least three 
children: Martha, bap. 1789, John and Vincent, Jr. Vincent Bodine conducted a 
tavern in another house further down the road; it was evidently well known, for it 
was referred to in deeds even after his death. In 1829 the adjoining property of John 
Tysen, deceased, was partitioned, and the land was then described as on the south 
side of the road leading from the Tavern, formerly of Vincent Bodine, deceased, to 
Mersereau’s Ferry, bounded east by Garret Martling (then the owner), etc, On 
Jan, 18, 1805 (recorded 1836) Vincent Bodine of Castleton, Richmond Co., and his 
wife Jane sold the former Cozine property for £1400 to Garret Martling, using the 
same description almost word for word as in his deed of purchase from Cozine; this 
conveyance transferred, besides the 43 7/10 acres in the above deed, “one other small 
lot including part of the dwelling house that the said Vincent Bodine bought from 
James Bodine my brother . . .”, 2 7/10 acres, 

Martling resided here for almost half a century. His father John Martling lived 
in a house he built on the Manor Road, and there the son Garret was born Dec. 9, 
1778, and died in another house on Manor Road Aug. 15, 1852, Garret married first 
Jan. 29, 1799 Mary Wood and secondly Oct, 6, 1818 Catharine Marston, widow of 
J. H. Jones. At the time of their occupancy, Watchogue Road was an important 
thoroughfare—it was a part of the highway from New York City to Philadelphia, 
via Long Island, the ferry over the Narrows, and Staten Island. The road at this 
point was quite narrow and had a dangerous curve, so that the coach drivers always 
blew their horns loudly here in foggy weather and proceeded only if they heard no 
response, On Oct. 2, 1848 Garret Martling sold this property for $5488. to Alvin C. 
Bradley of Brooklyn, being the house and two tracts he had purchased from Bodine 
in $805 and an adjoining 21 8/10 acres which he had purchased from John Tysen in 


1855, The property has since changed hands several times. It is now owned by 
Ernest Voges. 


The house is a small one; with the kitchen wing on the end it measured 68 feet. 


The house is built mainly of unhewn fieldstone, but the front wall is of carefully 


cut and jointed sandstone blocks, The stones were formerly whitewashed. As there 
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was little or no sandstone on Staten Island of a quality for masonry, it is possible 
that the blocks for this house were brought from nearby Bergen County, New 
Jersey. The wing was moved in 1920 and set behind the main house, thus destroying 
the typical Dutch arrangement. A small hallway runs the depth of the house and 
has typical double Dutch doors, On the east is a narrow room, used as parlor and 
best bedroom. On the west of the hall is a large, square living room in which the 
chimney breast is panelled and the mantel shelf is narrow. The small kitchen wing 
connects with this room and formerly had the old type of casement windows. The 
house is covered with a steep gable roof, which has a very slight “flip” or curve at 
the ends although there are no overhanging eaves. The house is on the south side 
of Watchogue Road just west of the junction with Victory Boulevard and Jewett 
Avenue. A more familiar view of the house is in Leng and Davis, p. 880. 


De Hart House 
3373 Richmond Terrace, Holland H ook 
PLATE 28 


This house stands on a tract granted to John Taylor in 1680. It is not known 
how or when it came into the possession of the De Hart family, but it seems possible 
that it was part of the estate inherited by Daniel De Hart and his wife Catharine 
Van Pelt from her father Jan Teunissen (Van Pelt), who died 1720-34. It remained 
a De Hart homestead until recent years. 

Daniel’s father, Balthasar De Haert, emigrated about 1660 from the Province 
of Guelderland, in which there is a village of Hart; he or his ancestors were prob- 
ably French and his will was partly written in that language. He settled in New 
York City where he became a merchant and a shipper, and died in 1671. He had 
two natural sons, Matthias the ancestor of the Elizabeth, New Jersey, branch, and 
Daniel, the ancestor of the Staten Island branch. Daniel’ De Hart, bap. Sept. J, 
1671, son of Balthasar De Haert and Margaret Stuyvesant, widow Backer, married 
Catharine, daughter of Jan Teunissen Van Pelt. He sold property in Elizabethtown 
in 1704 and shortly after that date removed to Staten Island where he lived and 
died in 1753, in his 84th year, and was buried at Port Richmond. Daniel had six 
children, all baptized on Staten Island: Daniel (1707-1753) of Canada, Baltus, 
Sarah, Elizabeth, Matthys, and Samuel, 

On the map of 1783 the house is marked “S. D. Hart”. Samuel De Hart, Sr., 
son of Daniel, is presumably the owner referred to. Samuel De Hart, Sr., bap. Aug. 
1717, d. May 17, 1798 and buried in Port Richmond, married Abigail Jones, d. 
April 24, 1804 in her 83rd year. In his will of 1785, Samuel left his wife Abigail half 
of his farm with the furniture; he ordered that his estate should be sold and divided 
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between his six children, but that the share of his daughter Catharine, should remain 
with the executors during the life of her husband Garret Post. Samuel, Sr.’s six 
children were: Samuel, Jr. (bap. 1750), Edward of Staten Island (1753-1791) who 
left two sons, Edward and Abram, both of the Town of Northfield, Catharine (pb, 
about 1755) who married Garret Post and was living in a house on her father’s prop- 
erty in 1783, Matthias (1758-1849) of Northfield, Staten Island, who had ten children 
but was only survived by Samuel and Edward and two daughters, Daniel (1760- 
1842) who was a sea captain buried in Canada, and Moses (4763-1831) of Morris 
County, New Jersey. The homestead in which we are interested seems to have 
become the property of Samuel, the eldest child. Samuel’ De Hart, Jr., bap. May 20, 
$750 on Staten Island, married Eleanor Van Tine, and died between 1811 and 1819, 
the dates of execution and probate of his will. He bequeathed his entire estate to 
his wife (unnamed) for life and then to his sons William, Mathias and John, pro- 
vided they paid to Samuel Dehart’s children $250. (the latter Samuel was evidently 
a son who had predeceased him) ; he also left legacies to his four daughters, Eleanor, 
Catharine, Magdalen and Abigail, left his wearing apparel to his son Jacob (who 
settled in Michigan), and mentioned among his executors his son-in-law William 
Degroot. One of the sons, Matthias’ De Hart (1783-1820), built a house about 1818 
nearby on the west corner of Holland Avenue. 

The old home on the water front evidently fell to the lot of Matthias’ brother 
John’ De Hart (4790-1872), who lived here for so many years that it has become 
known as the John De Hart Homestead. He married Elizabeth Lipscomb and had 
nine children, including Henry’ De Hart, who was the last of the family to occupy 
and own the old homestead. 

The house stands between the shore of the Kill van Kull and Richmond Ter- 
tace, a short distance east of Holland Avenue, in the northwestern tip of the Island. 
In its present condition, it only dates back to about 1735-40. Construction shows 
that a part of a former building was used in the present one in a rather unusual 
coun ’ a ee westerly. Its north end was preserved (possibly 
om my — 6h eer a at eo incorporated as the west end of the main 
pleted the a unit and 2 wi ree: dd fon the nant) «meee endl Geil cose 
ling may have been done b ing was added on the west end, This unusual remodel- 

Y een done by Samuel De Hart, Sr. or his father, The very steep 


Y for the second story window; its 
e house originally, 
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Dissosway House 
formerly near the Outerbridge Crossing, Richmond Valley 
PLATE 29 


This house stood until recently on Iand granted to Mark Dusochay; it was 
built by him or by his son and remained the home of the family until the third 
quarter of the nineteenth century. The ancestor of the family was Marc’ du Sauchoy, 
a Huguenot. Our first record of him in New Netherland is on May 31, 1655 when he 
appeared in court as a plaintiff concerning the clearing of 3 morgens of land in 
Midwout (Flatbush), Long Island; he had probably arrived at least a year pre- 
viously. He returned to Holland where he married Elizabeth Rossignol, and set 
sail again for New Netherland April 2, 1657 on the Draatvat. He leased a tide mill 
on the Mespath Kill from Burger Jorisen, and in the following year's leased farms 
successively at Cripplebush (in Brooklyn), Harlem and Fordham. He is first men- 
tioned on Staten Island in 1681 when he was a defendant with Capt. Billop concern- 
ing the branding of some pigs. The Staten Island references could equally apply to 
him or his son, Mark, who was of age by this time. In 1683 he transferred his alle- 
giance from the Dutch Church to the French Church. In 1684 he petitioned success- 
fully for a land grant of 255 acres on the west side of Staten Island, and it was 
surveyed that same year. In 1695 more land was granted to him and Lockerman, and 
that same year he purchased from Obadiah Holmes 160 acres and a house. In 1702 
a warrant of survey was granted him and new letters patent issued for his various 
holdings. He or his son appears on the records as assessor, surveyor and constable. 
He was recorded as 80 years of age in the Staten Island census of 1706; his wife is 
not listed and had probably died by this time. Their children were: Magdelene, bap. 
1658, married Martyn Hardewyn, Marcus or Mark, bap. 1659, Jannetie, bap. 1662, 
married Conradus Boeg, Jean, bap. 1665, probably died in infancy, and Maria, 


bap. 1669. 

The son Marcus 0 
said to have been born 
and died on Staten Island be 


» Mark’ Dusochay (Dusachoy, Dusochany, Dusway, etc.) is 
at Mespath, Long Island: he was baptized March 21, 1657, 
tween Dec. 23, 1713 and Jan. 27, 1713/14, the dates of 
execution and probate of his will. His first wife Susanna is mentioned in a deed of 
sale June 3, 1703. She had probably died before 1706, as she is not listed in the 
census of that date. This censts, however, does not appear to give a complete list 
of this family; it mentions three of the daughters, but none of the three sons who 
were all born before this date: possibly the mother and sons were living elsewhere 
temporarily: Mark’s second wife Jane is mentioned in his will; he married her in or 

when they sold property together. Mark Dusochay probably inherited 


before 1732, 
or bought the lands mentioned above, he purchased more land in 1708 and 1710, and 
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on June 24, 1712 he successfully petitioned for two lots of vacant land on Staten 
Island of about 80 acres each, contiguous to the land on which he resided, bounded 
north by the water side. In his will of 1713 he left the farm on which his dwelling 
house stood, containing 85 acres of upland and 10 acres of salt meadow, to his eldest 
son Job, left the north lot on the water side, containing 85 acres of upland and J0 
acres of meadow, to his son Israel (b. 1700), left the south lot on the water side, of 
similar size and adjoining John Rue, to his son Gabriel (bap. 1703), left tracts of 
approximately the same size, situated inland on and near a brook, to his four 
daughters: Elizabeth (wife of Pieter Barberie), Susanna Hendricks, Dinah (wife 
of Hendrick Bries), and Sarah (Mary, still another daughter, had evidently died 
between 1706 and 1713 as she is not mentioned in the will); the father stated in 
this will that none of these tracts were to be sold, but to be inherited by his children’s 
issue; the negroes Jack and Betty were to be sold; “my wife Jane is to live with any 
of my children she chooses, but if she cannot agree with them a convenient house 
is to be built for her at their charge.” 

It has been always understood that the house we are interested in was the one 
erected in the 1690s by Mark, Sr. or Jr. That home was bequeathed to the eldest 
son Job.’ Little is known of Job other than that he married Sarah Denis and had a 
son Johannis, bap. on Staten Island in 1723, He sold some property adjoining his 
family’s to Lewis DuBois in 1723, which may or may not have been his father’s 
home. 

As the house in question stood on the water side and was at a later date occupied 
by Israel Dissosway’s descendants, it seems possible that Israel Dissosway built it 
on the north water lot which he inherited from his father Mark, to whom it had 
been granted as a vacant lot of land in 1712, Israel’ Dissosway (as he spelled his 
name in his will) was born in or about 1700 and died 1753-54, He was appointed a 
major of the militia in 1738, He married Gertruy Van Deventer before 1723 and 
had five children: Israel the eldest (died in 1769 in Middlesex Co., N. J.), Cornelius, 
Gabriel, Mark (died 1766), and Annetie, wife of John Bedel; Israel bequeathed his 
real estate to his four sons equally. It seems probable that the son Cornelius obtained 
the homestead: he lies buried near the old house and on a map of 1783 three adjoining 
houses by the water here are marked C, Dusaway. Cornelius’ Dissosway, b. 173}, 
d. Dec, 19, 1785 in his 54th year, married first Dec. 16, 1756 Catharine Corsell, and 
secondly Aug. 13, 1765 Mary Baldwin who died Sept. 10, 1808; he had two sons 
and five daughters: Ann, wife of Joseph Guyon, Charity, wife of Israel Prall, 
Cornelius, Israel (1777-1825), Catharine, wife of William Van Brunt, Mary, and 

Violetta, wile of James Britton, In his will Cornelius bequeathed the residue of his 
estate to his two sons Cornelius and Israel when they should attain the age of 2! 
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years, including the plantation on which he (the testator) resided nearly opposite 
Perth Amboy, except for 450 acres which were to go to Israel and Mark, the sons 
of his brother Mark deceased, thus leaving a balance of 600 acres for his own sons, 
together with houses, barns, millhouses, etc. 

On May 12, 1801 (recorded 1813) Israel R. Disosway of Staten Island, cabinet 
maker, conveyed property on the north side of the mill race (including the old 
house) to his brother Cornelius Disosway, farmer, in a division of the farm 
bequeathed to them equally by their father Cornelius, deceased. The son Cornelius’ 
Dissosway, Jr. lived in the homestead in Old Creicherville: he bought a mill several 
hundred yards from the house at the mouth of Mill Creek, which he ran and rebuilt 
about 1803. In 1801 he married Ann, daughter of Peter Winant, and had five sons 
and four daughters. He had died by 1828 when his widow sold some property. In 
the 1853 map the house is marked Mrs, Dissosway and in the 1859 map, D. 
Dissoway. The latter might be Cornelius, Jr.’s son Daniel W. The last of the 
family to occupy this old homestead was Cornelius, Jr.’s daughter Ann M.’ 
Dissosway, b. August 1812, married Abraham Cole, Jr. (1810-1876) ; they had four 
sons and one daughter. On the 1874 map the house is marked Mrs. Totten’s; she 
was Susanna, another daughter of Cornelius Dissosway, Jr. 

The family homestead was a stone house built in the closing years of the 
seventeenth century by Mark Dusachoy or in the opening years of the eighteenth 
century by Israel Dissosway. It was covered by a gable roof with deep overhanging 
eaves both front and back. In the rear was a later frame addition. The accompanying 
photograph was taken about 1900. The house was torn down in 1926, It stood in 
the fields on the bank of the Arthur Kill off the Arthur Kill Road, near Richmond 
Valley and south of Charleston (or Creischerville). This region was known as 


Sandy Ground at the time of the Revolution. 


Dongan—Christopher House 
Willow Brook Road, Willow Brook 
PLATE 30 


; as the home of Joseph Christopher, who lived here during 
the a on . etme believed to have been built by an earlier Christopher 
about the middle of the eighteenth century. Actually it was one of the ery 
farmhouses erected on Dongan’s lands. A very large part of central Staten Islan 
fn Palmer in 1684 and came into the possession of Thomas 
ae ene mmissioned Governor of the Province of New York in 1682, 
Dongan, who was oT land for some years, and his immense tract of lands here 
He lived on Staten “S70 He later returned to Ireland where he became the 
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Earl of Limerick, and died Dec. 14, 1715, aged 8} years. Shortly before, on May 9, 
1715 he conveyed to his nephews, Thomas, John and Walter Dongan, all his 
Manour of Castleton on Staten Island. Walter Dongan married twice and died in 
1749. The Staten Island estates were inherited by his eldest son Thomas Dongan, 
who married first Rachel, daughter of Nicholas Britton of New Lots (plate 26), 
and secondly Magdalena, daughter of Rev. Richard Charlton of Staten Island, This 
last named Thomas was evidently a colonel. He made his will in 1769. 

The first mention of this particular house and property is found in an advertise- 
ment in the New York Gazette Post Boy of Dec. 24, 1760: Nicholas Haughwout 
here announced for sale an 80 acre farm belonging to Col, Duncan (that is, formerly 
belonging to Col. Dongan), with a good dwelling house about 4 year's old, a saw 
mill about 3 years old and a barn about 5 months old. A mortgage of June 7, 1768 
by Daniel Simonson and his wife Mary states that this was part of a tract of approxi- 
mately 175 acres in the Manour of Castle Town bought from Thomas Dongan by 
Peter and Nicholas Haughwout and their mother. The latter was Nelly, widow of 
Peter* Hagewout, whose home stands a short distance to the northwest (plate 33). 
No further mention is made of Nicholas who probably died. That part of the tract 
advertised by him is next found in the possession of his mother, who in her will of 
{761 bequeathed “the house and land I bought of Thomas Dongan, lying in the 
Manour” to her four daughters, Catrina, widow of John Brestead, Dirckje, later 
wife of Matthias Smith, Nelly, wife of Antony Brat, and Maritie, probably later 
the wife of Daniel Simonson. Later surveys show that the widow’s portion was 
divided into four lots, each of 2) and a fraction acres stretching north and south, and 
that the house in question stands on Lot No. J. 

Lot No. 1, the westernmost of the four lots, came into the possession of 
Joseph Christopher after the above will of 176! and in or by 1764, On May 
24, 1764 Joseph Christopher and his wife Heirtry mortgaged these premises, 
being 21% acres bounded on the north by Abraham Krusen (then owner of the 
Pieter Pietersen Hagewout house), west by Peter’ Hagewout and east by Derickey’s 
land. The 1770 road survey of the present Willow Brook Road read: by the 
partition line of Jacob Mercereau (plate 36) and Abraham Kruse (plate 32), across 
the lands of Peter Haughwout, Joseph Christopher, Matthias Smith, Daniel 
Simonson and John Wright, to the land of the said Peter Haughwout (formerly 
part of the share of his brother Nicholas); thus the road crossed the family’s lots. 
Some time after $783 Christopher also acquired the adjoining property of Derickey 
(Hagewout) Smith, on which she was living in 1783; the map of this date shows that 
Christopher was then occupying his portion as was also Peter’ Hagewout on the west. 
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The ancestor of the family was Hans’ Christophel, who was one of the original 
group of permanent settlers on Staten Island in 1665. In 1678-79 he purchased land 
and a house from Pieter Pietersen Hagewout in the New Lots of Old Dorp, 
adjoining and immediately west of the Stillwell—Perine house (plate 38); it is 
probable that he lived there until he died (before 1703); his widow Tryntie Barents 
died 1703-06. They had at least four children: Stoffel, b. 1676, d. 1727 intestate; 
Barent, bap. 1680; Hans, b, 1683, d. 1719 without issue leaving half his lands 
to Nicholas and Hans, sons of his brother Barent; a daughter, probably named 
Wyntie, who married Aert Simonsen, The son Barent® Christopher, bap. June 6, 
$680 at Flatbush, married Anna Catharine, daughter of Nicholas Stillwell, Jr.; 
they had eight children and were living on Staten Island as late as 1732. The father 
Barent Christopher and his brother Stoffel purchased a tract on the Fresh Kills 
Jan. 30, 1701/2; it has heretofore been presumed that the Christopher house in 
which we are interested stood on that tract, but its detailed division between the two 
brothers in 1717 and also the road survey of 1705 locate it as the southern half of 
the Isaac See patent on the present Richmond Avenue in New Springville. It is 
probable that Barent Christopher’s house stood there; that tract passed to Abraham 
Jones about 1760. Barent’s son John’ (Hans or Johannes) Christopher, b. about 
1706, married Jane Arrowsmith, probably daughter of Joseph Arrowsmith who 
owned land in the vicinity, and had four sons. 

The third son was Joseph’ Christopher, bap. Aug. 8, 1736 on Staten Island; 
he married Charity (Heirtry, Geertruy) Hagewout, whose relationship to the 
Hagewout family is undetermined. Between 1761 and 1764 (as stated above) Joseph 
Christopher and his wife acquired the Dongan property on Willow Brook, which 
has been known since as the Christopher place. They mortgaged it in 1764, probably 
to build the large addition, and undoubtedly resided here the rest of their lives. 

Willow Brook is one of the many streams which empty into the Fresh Kills, 
draining a large territory in the west end of Staten Island, | which was formerly 
fnown as the Great Swamp, and which extended many miles into the interior. 
Joseph Christopher was a member of the Committee of Safety during the Revo- 

n the edge of the swamp that the Committee met. 
lution and it was at his house o g , p r 
Staten Island was occupied by the British during the greater part of the war _ 
the patriots were forced to meet secretly. Their knowledge of the paths throug 
the swamp enabled them to escape from Christopher’s house at a moment's notice 

he approach of an enemy. 
aaa wow belleved to have been inherited by the son Joseph’ Christopher, 
Jr., who was a cordwainer and removed to a farm on the Manor Road early in the 
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nineteenth century. On Sept. 4, 1827, this property, described as fifty acres on 
either side of the road and adjoining the mill, being the estate of Joseph Christopher, 
deceased, was sold by the Master of Chancery to David Decker, who probably 
held a mortgage on the property, as he was the defendant in the suit. The house 
was later purchased by Mr. Standring and is now owned by his descendant, Mrs. 
Adelaide Egans, nee Sykes, of Brooklyn, who leases it. 

The house is of unusual length; the division of its two units is shown by the 
chimney. The early portion, which was evidently a farmhouse on the Dongan 
Manour and built about 1756, is the small one room unit farthest from the road. 
A similar addition, almost twice its size, and with two front doors, was presumably 
built by Joseph Christopher when he mortgaged the property in 1764, The house 
is of rough, whitewashed stone and is covered by a gable roof without overhanging 
eaves. Porch and dormers are later changes. The house stands on the north bank of 
the headwaters of Willow Brook. It is reached by a private lane from the north side 
of Willow Brook Road, a short distance east of the point where this road makes a 
sharp turn northward to the Victory Boulevard. 


House of Jacques Guyon 
formerly at Guyon Avenue, Oakwood 


Among the earliest settlers on Staten Island were the Guyons. Jacques Guyon, 
a French merchant, emigrated from St. Martin en L’Isle de Re, and settled on 
Staten Island by 1670 as a planter and as the agent of Jean Collyn. A tract of land 
at New Dorp was confirmed to him in 1675. On April 18, 1692 he mortgaged his 
plantation to Paulus Richards, doubtless using the proceeds to build his house. 
He died in 1694, and his widow Sarah, daughter of Phillipe Casier of Harlem, paid 
off the mortgage in 1699. Their house was a part of the beautiful homestead, which 
remained in the family until sold and torn down in 1924, The elder son Jacques or 
James’ Guyon, b. about 1682, d. 1742, married Mary, daughter of Joseph Holmes, 
and had nine children. His father’s patent was confirmed to him in 1708. One of 
his sons, Capt. James’ Guyon (1714-1761), inherited the homestead, and it passed 
to his son James,’ b, 1749, to the latter’s son Major James,’ b. 1778, then to his only 
child Ann Bedell’ Guyon, wife of Dr. Ephraim Clark. Their granddaughter Miss 
Gertrude Clark sold the homestead in 1924 to real estate developers, who demolished 
it. A fuller account and various views of this beautiful and typical Dutch home are 
in the Proceedings of the Staten Island Institute of Arts and Sciences, VI, p. 
113, Another view is reproduced in Leng and Davis, p. 902. The house stood on 
Guyon Avenue between Hylan Boulevard and Mill Road in Oakwood. 
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Guyon—Lake—Tysen House 
Tysen’s Lane near Hylan Boulevard, New Dorp 
PLATE 31 


This house is known as the Lake—Tysen homestead, but it was not until 
1812 that the Lake family came into possession of it. An 80 acre tract adjoining 
the Guyon patent on the northeast was granted in 1677 to Hans Laurence, and later 
was in the possession of James Hanse Dye, probably his son. The next definite 
record of the property is its possession by Joseph Guyon 2nd, in 1772 according 
to a mortgage deed to adjoining property and in 1773 according to the relocation 
of Mill Road. It is probably the unidentified land which Joseph’ Guyon, the 
bachelor, willed in 1758 to his nephew Joseph, son of Capt. James’ Guyon; the 
latter had inherited and dwelt in the family homestead adjoining it on the southwest 
(see supra). As construction of the house shows that it was erected about 1720- 
3740, it is possible that it was built by Joseph’ Guyon, the bachelor. His nephew 
Joseph’ Guyon 2nd, b. July 20, 1751, married Jan. 27, 1773 Ann Dissosway. 
Martinew Swaim came into the possession of the property and sold it in 1790 to 
Peter Cortelyou, who in 1772 had married Addra Guyon. 

The ancestor of the Lake family was John Lake, who was an associate of 
Lady Moody in the Gravesend Patent of 1645, His son Daniel’ Lake was living in 
Gravesend as late as 1694, He removed to Staten Island 1694-96 and was still living 
here in 1730, In 1696 he purchased the Billiou patent for land immediately southwest 
of the Guyon patent at the Great Kills, and on this property he or his son Daniel 
built the first story of the stone house standing until recently near the Hylan Boule- 
vard, south of Oakwood, Daniel’ Lake, Sr. married secondly in 1683 Alice Stillwell, 
widow of William Osborne, and had by her a son Daniel, Jr., who died in 1727, 
leaving a widow Sarah, and among others a minor son Daniel, This Daniel* Lake 
(b. 1719, d. Aug. 30, $792, aged = ge a — 4 na — a ce sory 
of stone to his family homestead in . By his wife Sarah, Daniel ha ee 
soe, Willtera (1750-1 783), who predeceased him, Daniel and Joseph. The son 
Daniel may be the Daniel — J = en tach Revolution we “ = 
house by the mill in the midst of the Great Kills; the house was surroun ya 
ano ee which it was protected by a dyke built around it; it stood at the end 
of Mill Lane to the southwest of both the old Lake homestead and the Guyon— 
Lake—Tysen house; the small pre-revolutionary unit was enlarged by the addition 
of a two-story frame building about 1808; this house has since disappeared but 
the property is still owned by the Lake family. To return to the old Lake homestead, 
the aged Daniel’ Lake bequeathed it to his grandson Daniel, son of William, 
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deceased, and this Daniel W.’ Lake sold it in or about 1812; it was later owned 
by the Lockman and Moore families and no longer stands. 

The house which had once been Joseph Guyon’s, and which is located to the 
northeast of the above two Lake houses and of the Guyon homestead, was purchased 
about 1812 by Daniel W.’ Lake, b. Sept. 9, 1780, d. Oct. 6, 1835. He married March 
31, 1803 Mary Gifford and had several children. After his death there was a partition 
of the property and that portion on which stands the old house fell to his son-in-law 

'D. J. Tysen. The daughter Elizabeth P.’ Lake, born in this house in 1814, married 

here July 29, 1831 David Jacques Tysen, b. Aug. 28, 1807, d. March 27, 1885, 
whose ancestor is believed to have built the Tysen house on the west side of the 
island (plate 39). The mother of many children, Elizabeth Lake Tysen, died here 
Jan. 25, 1898. The house was occupied until a few years ago by her son Daniel 
Tysen and her daughters. It is now owned by the widow of another son, Mrs. 
David J. Tysen of Dongan Hills, and is leased to Jack Porter. 

Unlike the majority of the Staten Island homes, and probably because it 
belongs to a later period than many of them, this house is built of wood and shingled. 
It is larger than the stone houses. Construction details place its erection about 
1720-1740. Its size, gambrel roof and curved overhanging eaves can be compared 
with the stone houses in Bergen County. The overhang of the roof beyond the 
front wall is, however, not original; a study of its timbers shows that it was added 
at a later date. The small porch at the rear of the house belongs to the early nineteenth 
century. The kitchen wing is also an addition, The house stands on the south side 
of Tysen’s Lane, west of Mill Road and east of Hylan Boulevard; the Britton house 
(plate 26) is nearby on the east. A view of the front of the house can be seen in 
Morris, v. J, p. 335, although the caption there is incorrect. 


House of Pieter Pieterse Hagawout, later Krusen’s and Vreeland’s 
formerly on Watchogue and Willow Brook Roads, Graniteville 
PLATE 32 


Watchogue Road from an early period was an important highway linking 
New York and Philadelphia, via the Ferry over the Narrows and the Ferry over 
the Arthur Kill to New Jersey. On Dec. 30, 1680 three lots of 80 acres each, in the 
rear of the land of Cornelius Corsen and associates, were granted respectively to 
David Thomas, John Taylor and John Fitzgaret. These lots were on the south 
side of Watchogue Road and were known throughout the eighteenth century as 
the “Soldiers’ Lots” (so presumably these three were soldiers). Fitzgaret sold his 
lot and probably the other two did likewise, or else the grants were declared invalid 
for non-occupation or some other reason, On Dec. 9, 1697 Peter Petersen and Co. 
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of the lots near Capt. Cornelius Corsen’s land, petitioned to be confirmed in 
eadow adjoining. Patents were 


rsen, Jan Harmensz and 


owners 
theit possession of the same and also of J5 acres of m 


issued on this very day for these same lots to Peter Pete 
Yellis Inyard respectively. These men figure in various documents together and 
therefore it is probable that all three built and settled on their tracts. The Willow 
Brook Road ran along the division line between the patents of Petersen and 
Harmensz (the well-known Mersereau house stood on the latter’s property—see 


plate 36). 

The ancestor of the Haughwout family (as the name became standardized) 
was Pieter Janse, who emigrated to New N etherland about 1660. He died shortly 
after his arrival, leaving a widow Femmetje Hermans and two minor sons, Leffert 
and Pieter, for whom guardians were appointed by the court at Midwout (Flatbush) 
on Oct. 15, 1662. The son Leffert* Pietersen was the ancestor of the Lefferts family 


of Flatbush, whose homestead there still stands (plate J0). 
en and Peter 


The other son was Pieter’ Pieterse, also called Peter Peters 
Overyssel, in the Province of Drenthe, 


Hagawout. He was born in Dykhuizen in 
and settled on Staten Island before 1677. On Feb. 22, 1678/9 he sold one-half the 
plantation in the New Lots of the Old Town which he had previously bought from 
Pierre Billou, together with a dwelling house, to Hans Christoffelsz; this adjoined 
the Stillwell—Perine house (plate 38) on the west. On Dec. 9, 1697, as stated above, 
he was granted the middle of the three Soldiers’ Lots. The house standing on this 
tract until recently dates from his time and was probably erected by him for his 
home until his death. In 1701 he signed the petition of loyalty to King William 
and he witnessed the will of his other 


together with his neighbor John Harmenson, 
neighbor Yelis Ingart; in 1702 the three leased neighboring land, which they owned 


in partnership, to James Fitchett, a blacksmith, possibly with the idea of a smithy 
being conveniently erected near their little settlement. On Dec. 4, 1683 at Bergen 
he had married Dirickje Egberts of Midwout, and they had eleven children: Egbert 
(died before his father, leaving two daughters), Altie, Peter, John, Geertie, 
Hermettie, Abraham (died young), Isaac, Jacob, Leffert of Middlesex Co. N. Jos 
and Leah. In his will, dated Feb, 13, 1715/16 and probated Oct. 29, 1716, Pieter 
Hagawout of Richmond Co., yeoman, directed his executors to dispose of all his 
estate at public vendue. Thus the house did not remain in the family of the builder. 
Indeed it never became a family homestead in the strict sense, as none of the families 
identified with it owned it for more than half a century. 

On May 2, 1726 Frederick Berge sold to Garret Kroosen for £253 a farm or 


plantation at the Soldiers’ Lots, which had been conveyed to Berge by the executors 
of “Peter Hagoute,” the patentee. Garret Krusen (Kroosen, Crusen), b. May 20, 
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1703 on Staten Island, d. May 13, 1760 aged 57 years and 14 months, was the elder 
son of Hendrick’ Kroesen whose homestead stood on the north shore of Staten 
Island (see infra), where he had a burying ground in which various members of 
the family, including Garret and his wife, were buried. As the Hagawout hotise is 
a large one, Garret undoubtedly purchased it with the intention of making it his 
home. He married twice, first about 1722 to Gertrude Van Tuyl, by whom he had 
three children, of whom only Abraham (b. 1732) lived to maturity. He married 
secondly Closha (Claasje, Clausia) Brinckerhof and had six children, of whom 
four survived: Maria, b. 1743, Clausia, b, 1748, Henry, b, 1752, and Charity. It is 
possible that the house was occupied by some tenant rather than by the family, for 
Garret’s widow Closha was undoubtedly the Widow Krusen who occupied one of 
the family homes on the Kill van Kull during the Revolution (plate 40); she may, 
of course, have left home for her brother-in-law’s at the time of her husband's 
death, and turned over the house to her stepson Abraham, Garret’s son by his first 
wife, Abraham‘ Crusen (732-1771), mentioned in his will his wife Lena, his two 
fathers-in-law Johannes Simonson and Anthony Stoutenburgh, his two sons John 
and Garret, and three daughters, and left to his brother Henry land to the rear of 
the widow Kruse. His executors immediately sold the property. The elder son 
John’ Cruser remained in the vicinity as he lived in a house (see vignette) still stand- 
ing on the northwest corner of the same road crossing; that house, erroneously 
known as the Pero—Christopher house, was in his possession when it was deeded to 
him on May }, 1784 by his uncle, Henry’ Crusen of Southfield, and may have been 
built by him at that time, as it is not shown on a map of 1780-83; John’s greatgrand- 
father Hendrick Kroesen had originally purchased the property, then a wood lot, 
in 1729, 
On Sept. 19, 17713 the executors of Abraham Kruse sold the house and tract of 
80 acres, in which we are interested, to Isaac Cubberly for £800, He was probably 
the Isaac Cubberly, who owned and lived in the Britton house at New Dorp (plate 
26) and died in 1786, leaving among others a son Joseph. On Feb. 19, 1784 Joseph 
_and Addra Cubberly sold that part of the farm lying north of Richmond Turnpike 
to Peter Prall. The will of Peter Prall, Sr. of Castleton, dated 1820 and probated 
1823, mentioned various children and grandchildren, and also his wife Elizabeth, 
late Elizabeth Mercereau. On May 3, 1823 Peter Prall’s executors sold to Harmanus 
Garretsen an 80 acre tract at the place formerly called the Soldiers’ Lots, separated 
by a road from Jacob Mercereau’s farm (plate 36) and partly bounded on the south 
by Joseph Christopher (plate 30). A suit between a large number of people resulted 
in the sale of the property by the Master in Chancery in 1831. It was purchased in 
1832 by David J. Tysen. It was again sold at a sheriff's sale to Jeremiah Rowland, 
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to satisfy a mortgage. It was purchased between 1853 and 1859 by Eder Vreeland, 
and is generally known as his home, 

The main section of the house was undoubtedly built by Pieter Hagawout about 
{697 when he received the patent. It was a good-sized house of stone with a very 
steep gable roof, The photograph, taken about 1900, shows the end and south wall, 
the latter sheathed with clapboarding. The north wall was extensively altered in 
later days. The house was torn down about 1912. It stood on the southeast corner 
of Watchogue and Willow Brook roads in the extreme northwestern part of the 
Town of Castleton. 


House of Peter Hagewout (Haughwout) 
1424 Richmond Avenue, south of Graniteville 
PLATE 33 


This house was built by Peter Hagewout 2nd (or his widow), the son of Pieter 
Pietersen Hagawout, builder of the house on Watchogue Road (plate 32), and 
remained the home of his Haughwout and Lisk descendants for about a century. 
It stands on a 540 acre tract patented on Dec. 31, 1680 to John West, who disposed 
of it to Cornelius Corsen and John Palmer. Cornelius Corsen conveyed 135 acres 
of the upland in 1687 to Ephraim Taylor, who in turn sold it to Peter Hagewout, 
the latter transaction being shown ina deed to adjoining property, mentioned below. 
Cornelius Coren sold an adjoining tract on the south to John Shotwell, which was 
later conveyed by Daniel Shotwell to Abraham Brouwer of Brooklyn, who on 
May 5, 1734 sold his 135 acre holding here to Peter Hagewout. That same day 
Hagewout sold his original parcel to Richard Merrell; the highway known as 
Lambert’s Lane divides these two tracts. 

Peter? Hagewout 2nd, son of Pieter Pietersen Hagawout, was born in 1687 on 
Staten Island and died 1745-46, presumably in his Richmond Avenue house. He 
married Neeltje or Nelly Bakker, who died in 176}, and had many children. The 
will of Peter Hagewout of Staten Island, dated Nov. 27, 1745 and probated April 8, 
1746, discloses that it was written because he was very sick; in it he bequeathed all 
his lands and tenements to his wife Neeltie during her widowhood and then to his 
sons Peter and Nicholas, he left £100 legacies to his younger sons Egbert and Jacob, 
and named his five daughters, Catrina, Derrickje, Neeltje, Geertryd and Margreta; 
the executors were to be his wife and Daniel Corsen; the witnesses were Gerritt 

The will of his widow Nelly Haughwout, 


Roll, Jr. 
and Klaes Kroese and John Ko J 1761, was also made because she was 


d probated April 55, 
Prey Leper re edad psa son Egbert the plantation and house where I now 


dwell with salt meadows and puildis igs in lieu of £100 left him by his father’; she 
i 
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mentioned two other sons Peter and Nicholas, and left “the house and land I bought 
of Thomas Dongan, lying in the Manour” (plate 30) to my four daughters, Catrina, 
widow of John Brested, Derrickje, Nelly, wife of Antony Brat, and Maritie (called 
Margreta by her father); the executors were the son Egbert and John Merrill; for 
some reason the daughter Geertryd or Charity, wife of John Christopher, was not 
mentioned although living, presumably having already received her share. 

Since Peter Hagewout left his tenements to his wife during her widowhood 
and since she later bequeathed the house where she lived to their son Egbert, it is 
‘probable that Peter Hagewout built the house in question a few year's before he died. 
Construction of the house indicates that it was erected in the period 1740-1750. 
Evidently there was a family settlement whereby the house went after the death 
of the widow to the third son Egbert rather than to the older sons; Peter, the eldest, 
lived in (and presumably built) a house in the bend of the Willow Brook Road on 
the west end of a tract he had purchased with his widowed mother and brother, 
and his house stood immediately west of the home of Geertyd or Charity Hagewout, 
wife of Joseph Christopher (plate 30), whose home was west of his sister Derrickje 
Hagewout, wife of Matthias Smith. 

The son Egbert’ Haughwout, bap. Sept. 16, 1726, d. 1773, married Eleanor 
Garrebrants. In his will, dated Jan, 28, 1773 and probated March 11, 1773, he left 
all his estate (therefore including the homestead) to his wife Nelly during her 
widowhood, and eventually to his five children “now born and the child as my dear 
wife is like to have”: the executors were his wife, Joseph Christopher and Daniel 
Gerbrantz. The six children were: Peter, Francis, Egbert, Eleanor, Elizabeth, wife 
of John Merrill, and Ann, wife of Thomas Lisk. The Widow Eleanor resided in 
the homestead at the time of the Revolution. She deeded 50 acres of the homestead 
farm to her son Peter Haughwout on April 7, 1806; this included the old house, as 
it was bounded on the north by the nearby Merrell tract. It was bounded on the 
south by the land of Francis Haughwout, who had therefore received that 50 acre 
tract from his mother, and who in 1813 sold his portion to John Merrill, presumably 
his brother-in-law. Egbert’s widow confirmed these conveyances in her will, dated 
Oct. 5, 1818 and probated Feb. 13, 1821, in which she devised to the children of her 
son Peter Haughwout the farm whereon she then resided, and to her son Francis 
the house and premises whereon he then resided. The elder son, Peter E,’ Haugh- 
wout, b. May 1, 1762, d. July 3, 1815 before his mother, married Hannah Bogert 
and had six children. In his will, Peter ordered that after his mother’s death the 
homestead farm should be sold at public vendue. From a deed given by his son 
Egbert P. Haughwout for an adjoining parcel, we find that the farm had been 
purchased from the estate of Peter E. Haughwout, deceased, by Thomas Lisk. 
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Thomas Lisk, who purchased the Haughwout homestead after 182}, was a 
brother-in-law of Peter E. Haughwout, the last owner of this name. On Sept. 14, 
1794 Thomas married Ann Haughwout, daughter of Egbert and granddaughter 
of Peter Hagewout, who had built the house. On March 14, 1837 Egbert Lisk and 
Phebe, his wife, and Nathan Crocheron and his wife Eleanor Lisk, children of 
Thomas Lisk, deceased, sold the farm, described as the “late residence of Peter E. 
Haughwout,” to their brother John Lisk, sometimes known as John T. Lisk. On 
an unknown date the heirs and grantees of John T. Lisk conveyed the property to 
Sarah R. Decker, wife of David D. Decker, who disposed of it in 1877. It is not 
fnown whether Sarah R, Decker was a relative of the family. 

On May 1, 1884 Samuel P. White and Sophia, his wife, sold to Charles W. 


Hunt a farm, “being the same premises conveyed March 4, 1837 by Nathan 
T. Lisk, and by his heirs and 


Crocheron and wife to John, sometimes called John 
grantees ... to Sarah R. Decker, and by said Sarah R, Decker and David Decker, 
her husband, by deed dated March 20, 1877, conveyed to Samuel P. White.” The 
Hunt family have been in possession since 1884; the present owner is Charles Hunt. 
The house is a small, one story building, covered with clapboarding and with a 
gable roof. The overhanging eaves in front were probably added at a later date; 
their sheathed cornice extends down to the windows with a resultant top-heavy 
feeling. The extension of the roof in the center, to form a porch over the front door, 
the slatted blinds and the composition roof detract from the original character of 
the house; an earlier view is reproduced here before these changes were made. Its 


appearance suggests that of a modern bungalow in many respects. Inside there are 
The house is on the west side of 


examples of early woodwork and panelling. 
Richmond Avenue south of Lamberts Lane, and some distance north of the Victory 


Boulevard. 


Hendrickson (?)—Winants House 
formerly on Arthur Kill Road, south of Rossville 
PLATE 34 
e was one of the oldest buildings standing until 
recent Long Island; although not erected by the Winants, it was their family 
rane teeny oer a century and a half. One stone is marked “1696 I. H., showing 
that it was built in 1676, probably by John Hendrickson. Little is known of him 
other than that he received a grant of land on the west end of Staten Island in this 
vicinity, the exact focation of which has not been definitely determined but 


t it was here. 
p goer veown when the Winants family came into the possession of the 
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property. Our first record of them in this vicinity is ina deed of 1725/26 (recorded 
1752), wherein Israel and Gabriel Dusosway sold to John Andreuvet land inherited 
from their mother in Sandy Brook at the rear of the land of Cornelius and Peter 
Winants. Sandy Brook was the old name fot the stream which emptied into the 
Arthur Kill south of the Winants property and north of Kreischerville (or Charles- 
ton). This reference may not apply to the particular property in question. Nothing 
is known of Cornelius and Peter, neither of whom is mentioned in their father’s 
will of 1754, They were brothers of Winant Winants who is the first of the family 
known to have owned the house. 

The ancestor of the family was Wynant Pieterse, who emigrated from Betuwe 
in Gelderland about 1655-60. He settled in Breuckelen, living first at Wallabout 
and then at Gowanus, and became a wealthy landowner and a member of the 
government. On Dec. 4, 1661 he married Anneken Aukes (Van Nuyse) and he 
died between Dec. 13, 1679, when a complaint was lodged against him, and 
November 1695, when Pieter sold property as his only son and heir. This Pieter’ 
Winant (Wynants or Wynantse), bap. Sept. 9, 1663, d. Aug. 6, 1758, aged 94 years, 
was buried on Staten Island. He lived first in Breuckelen, where he took the oath 
of allegiance in 1687 as a native, and later at Rossville (some distance north of the 
Winants homestead) on Staten Island, where he was recorded in the 1706 census as 
40 years of age. He married Anna Maria and had many children: Winant, 
Daniel, Manuel, Cornelius, Peter (bap. 1707), and Jacob are listed in the 1706 
census. In Peter’s will of 1754, he left legacies to his eldest son Winant, Margaret 
(relationship unstated), the wife of John Sleight, his grandson Peter, son of John 
Winants, deceased, his son Daniel and his daughter Catharine, the wife of Hendrick 
Sleight; the balance of his estate was to be divided equally between his grand- 
children (unnamed) ; the original executor had died by 1760 so the court appointed 
Peter’s grandson Daniel Winant as executor, 

Richmond Count te anda gh ants? he was a cometist of the troop of 
and probated Nov. 23 1773, he let tray 739. In his will, dated Sept. 28, 1779 
and its furniture “a nat fh Oren) wile Rhoda £100, the best -_ 
at, 4 r the use of household goods, and the privilege of living in the house 
with his grandson Winant Winants, who was to furnish her wi d 
while she was a widow; he bequeathed h gt ee with food and firewoo 
and cattle and b cqueathed half of all his lands and also all his horses 
3 a negto boy to his grandson Winant Winant f Abraham 

Winants, deceased, and the other half of hi eae 
Ss lands to his grandson Jacob, son of 


Winant Winants, deceased: 
and to his son Daniel, he _ left legacies to his eldest son Peter (bap. 720) 


Jatter to get three houses in P th tioned 
his granddaughter Catharine, daughter of Abraham, else rrr Winant 
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Peter and Lidda, children of Peter, the seven children of his daughter Elizabeth 
deceased, his grandson Winant and the other five children of his son John. Rhoda 
was the second wife of the above testator, Winant Winants; he had previously 
married Ann Cole, who was the mother of Pieter and Abraham and possibly others. 
Abraham‘ Winants, bap. March 14, 1724/5 on Staten Island, d. between 1762 and 
1773, married Mary , who died between 1805 and 1809, willing her goods to 
her three daughters Ann, Mary and Elizabeth. 

Abraham’s eldest child Winant’ Winants (b. Nov. 25, 1744, d. between July 
5 and Aug. JJ, 1804) inherited that half of his grandfather’s property on which 
stood the old homestead; it is marked W. Wynant on the map of 1783. The name 
of his first wife is unknown; he married secondly Dec. 15, 1785 Mary Garretson, 
b. July 5, 1764, In his will Winant Winants left his wife Mary £300, a bed and its 
furniture, and the best room in the house while she was a widow; bequeathed all 
the lands in the farm where he then lived adjoining the sound at Sunken Marsh to 
his son Winant, other lands to his other sons and legacies to his daughters. Winant‘ 
Winant, Jr., b. Feb. 1, 1799, d. April 30, 187%, married Christina Mary Johnson, 
d. Dec. 1866, aged 68 year's; she may have been a neighbor as the Johnsons owned 
the adjoining property. At Winant Winant’s death, the property was divided 
between his two children: Wynant’ Winant obtained the southern 40 acres of the 
farm and Mary Jane’ Winant, wife of James Johnson, obtained the northern 511, 
acres on which stood the old house. 

The small stone unit was erected in 1696; the stones were laid in mud and lime 
made from oyster shells, and there was no cellar beneath this part. It had one of the 
rare early primitive fireplaces built out into the room, with a hole in the garret floor 
for the smoke to escape through and a short chimney to conduct the smoke from 
the garret outside. The frame unit was built after the Revolution along similar lines. 
A steep gable roof covered both sections. Study of the timbers show that the deep 

fterthought and added many years later when they 


overhanging eaves were an a 
became popular. The house was torn down about 1929. A Standard Oil plant now 


stands on the site. 





House of Hendrick Kroesen (Cruser) 
formerly on Richmond Terrace, West New Brighton 


Until 1831 there existed a stone house on the north shore of Staten Island 
which was the homestead of the Cruser (Croesen, Crusen, Kroesen, Kruser) family. 
Garret Dircksen’ Croesen emigrated from Weinschoten in Groningen about 1660 
and settled at Gowanus in Breukelen on Long Island, where he died March 7, 1680. 
About 1661 he married Neeltie Jans, daughter of Jan Pieterse’ Staats of Gowanus, 
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and had at least four children: Dirck, bap. 1662, who eventually settled in PennsylI- 
vania, Elsje, wife of William Clasz, Hendrick, and Annetje, bap. 1677. On Oct. 31, 
1680 his widow married secondly Volckert Hendricksz. She sold the Gowanus farm 
to pay her deceased husband’s debts and the children removed to Staten Island, 
where their father Garret had obtained a patent to 160 acres on the north shore on 
Sept. 29, 1677. The father’s will was lost in a fire and the whole estate claimed by 
the elder son Dirck as the heir under the English law. On Feb. 2, 1698/9 the younger 
son Hendrick petitioned to be protected in his rights, left him by his father’s will 
which had been burned, as he had been settled on the property bequeathed him for 
twelve years, since he came of age. A family settlement and conveyances in 1709 
released to Hendrick that part of the patent on which his house stood for over a 
century. 

This Hendrick’ Kroesen was born about 1665, as he was 40 years of age in 
3706-07, and died in 1760-61. He was a man of education, as the entries in the records 
of the new Dutch Church at Port Richmond nearby were made by him in a beau- 
tiful hand and good spelling. He married Cornelia Corsen, bap. July 24, 1681 at 
Flatbush, daughter of Capt. Cornelius Corsen of Staten Island, They had five 
children: Marretje, bap. 1698, married Jacob Bergen; Garret, bap. 1703, d. 1760, 
who undoubtedly lived in the Hagewout house on Watchogue Road (plate 32); 
Cornelius; Neeltje, bap. 1713, married Denys Van Tuyl, and secondly between 
1739-43 Joseph Rolph; Cornelia, bap. 1716, married Jacob Corsen. In his will of 
1760, Hendrick Kroesen bequeathed his homestead and other property to his son 
Cornelius, other land to his daughter Neeltje, and legacies to his children, grand- 
children, and his son Garret’s widow. 

The surviving son Cornelius’ Krusen, bap. Oct. 19, 1708, d. 1784-86, married 
about 1730 Helena, daughter of Abraham Van Tuyl, bap. Sept. 22, 1709, and had 
three sons, He became a large landowner, among his purchases being the adjoining 
farm which had once been Dominie Van Santvoord’s (plate 40). The map of 1783 
shows that he made his home there while his son Cornelius, Jr. lived in the old family 
homestead, The will of Cornelius Krusen of Richmond County, yeoman, left to his 
son Henry (b. 173!) the plantation on the Raritan River where Henry lived, to 
his son Abraham (b. 1735) part of the Vincent patent on Staten Island, and the 
residue of his properties to his son Cornelius (b. 1736), including the farm the 
testator lived on and the farm Cornelius lived on, In his will of 1807 Cornelius, Jr. 
left the two adjoining farms in a life estate for his son John’ Cruser (d. 1829) with 
vested remainder to his six grandchildren. This resulted in the partition suit of 
$830 and the sale of the property in various parcels. Parcel No. 4, containing 52!/, 
acres with the “dwelling house” (that is, the homestead of Hendrick Kroesen) and 
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the family cemetery, was allotted to the grandson Morris Hatfield’ Cruser, who sold 
it immediately to John King Vanderbilt. The latter tore down the old stone house 
and erected a Victorian, two story, frame building. 

The survey of the property, filed for the partition suit of 1830, shows the old 
stone house to have been a one and a half story building with a steep roof, having 
a central doorway on the north front with two windows on either side. The house 
stood on the south side of Richmond Terrace, facing the Kill Van Kull, immediately 
west of the Van Santvoord—Krusen—Pelton house (plate 40). 


Lakeman—Cortelyou—Taylor House 
Richmond Road opposite the Moravian Cemetery, New Dorp 
PLATE 35 


The land on which this house stands was granted in 1675 by Gov. Andros to 
Lewis Lakeman. This name appears on the early records in many forms: Lacker- 
man, Lockman, Lalman, Larrman. On March 18, 1683/4 Peter Lockerman of 
Staten Island made an agreement with George Cumins and Abraham Lockerman, 
both of Staten Island, stating that whereas Lewis Lakeman, late of Staten Island, 
deceased, father of the parties to the present indenture, had in his lifetime desired 
his property to be divided equally between them, said Peter Lockerman agreed to 
divide the estate in three equal parts. It is believed that Abraham Lakeman thus 
became the next owner and built the main part of the present house. He was born 
about 1661, as he was 45 years of age in 1706. The will of Abraham Lakermans of 
Richmond Co., gentleman, was probated in 1734; in it he left his farm whereon he 
then dwelt to his three married daughters, Hester, Catharine and Elizabeth, directed 
that other properties should be sold, and mentioned his wife Anje, his son Jacob 
and another married daughter Mary. It is possible that he was also the father 
of Abraham, Jr. and Isaac, who were listed in the 1706 census as 23 and 21 years 


of age respectively. 
Tt is not fnown when or how the family disposed of the house at New Dorp; 
he possession of it but probably owned it for a short 


P I ame into t 
dese aloes thers ts no record of his ever living on Staten Island. On Feb. 27, 1714 
(recorded 1724) Peter Cortelyou of Kings County, deeded to Rem Van der Beeck 
of Staten Island, yeoman, and Dorthea, his wife, for £300, a 40 acre tract on the 
south side of Staten Island bounded by the land of George Commons, beginning 

. orchard, barn and fencing, and also a 


including the house, 
at the highway and inc g Thus we know that the house was in existence 


the hills. 
oe re - — ier Beck married Dorothea Coteleau (Cortelyou) and had 
fous “Aiideen baptized on Staten Island between 1719 and 1736, He only owned 
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the house a few years and was living in New York in 1734, Isaac Van Tuyl was 
the owner in 1719, Isaac, recorded as aged 25 years in 1706, married Sara Lakerman, 
probably a daughter of Abraham Lakeman, builder of the house, as he stood sponsor 
to two of her children and his daughter Esther to a third. Augustine Creed came 
into possession of the property. On Feb, 19, 1751 (recorded 1764) Augustine Creed 
and his wife Mary sold to Aaron Cortilieu, all of Staten Island, for £500, a 40 acre 
tract of upland, being one-half the breadth of the patent lot, running the length of 
the land of George Commons, beginning at the highway and including the house, 
etc., also a lot of meadow in the Great Kills adjoining Joseph Guyon, and woodland 
adjoining Gozen Adrianse, 

Aaron Cortelyou was descended from Jacques Cortelyou, a Huguenot, who 
emigrated in 1652 as tutor to the children of Cornelis Van Werckhoven. On the 
death of his patron Jacques succeeded to a large share of his property and laid out 
the village of New Utrecht on Long Island. He was surveyor general of the colony 
in 1657 and is believed to have made the first map of New York City. By his wife. 
Neeltje Van Duyn he had four sons and two daughters. One of them, Pieter Jacquez’ 
Corteljou, b. about 1664, d, April 10, 1757, married Dieuvertje De Wit. He was a 
surveyor and owned and cultivated his father’s tract at New Utrecht. At least three 
of his children settled on Staten Island: Dorothea who married Rem Van der Beek 
(see above), Cornelis, b. 1703, and Jacques, b. about 1698. The latter married 
Jacomintie Van Pelt and had three children baptized on Staten Island: Deborah 
1720, Peter 1722, and Nieltje 1726. He is believed to have returned to New Utrecht 
and was considered one of the most active members of the Moravian Society of 
New York in 1747, 

Aaron‘ Cortelyou, supposedly b. 1726, d. Aug. 22, 1789, is believed to be a son 
of Jacques, but as the latter’s family seems to be accounted for, he may be a son of 
Cornelis, Col, Aaron‘ Cortelyou bought the house in New Dorp in 1751 and made 
his home here, He and Cornelius Cortelyou were among those who in 1762 petitioned 
to the Moravian Church at Bethlehem, Pa., that a church be established on Staten 
Island. The petition was granted, and Aaron was one of the original members of 
the Moravian Church at New Dorp opposite his home, Aaton was a patriot and a 
delegate to the Provincial Congress; he managed a store both before and after the 

war. He married Elizabeth, daughter of Peter Androvet of Staten Island, who 
mentioned them in his will of 1761, In 1789 Aaron Cortelyou of Southfield 
bequeathed to his wife Elizabeth £500, the furnishings of one room and one horse, 
the use of one room in the house while she was a widow and a negro girls to his 
son Peter he left lands, negroes and a legacy (Peter was a farmer at Green Ridge 
on Staten Island); to his daughter Elizabeth, wife of Richard Seamons, he willed 
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the land bought of Creed, which he (the testator) then lived on; he also left legacies 
to his Bedell, Seamons and Cortelyou grandchildren. 

On April 13, 1794 (recorded 1801) Richard Seaman of New York City and 
Elizabeth his wife sold to Joseph Taylor of Richmond Co., for £1000, the farm 
and buildings in the Town of Southfield formerly belonging to Aaron Cortelyou, 
deceased, situated on the public road leading from Richmond to Yan Duersens 
Ferry. he Taylor family owned it for many years. In 1874 the house was owned 
by Mrs. S. Barton and in 1916 by David J. Tysen. It was sold in 1928 by William 
Miles to the present owner, Xavier Kirchhoffer. 

Both units of the house are built of fieldstone, of various shapes fitted together 
as well as possible but with no attempt at courses. Construction shows that the 
main house was the original unit. It is covered by a gambrel roof of which the lower 
slope is about the same length as the upper. Both sections of the house have very 
small windows. Another and earlier view of the house, when the stone was white- 
washed and there was a cellar trap door by the main entrance, and before the 
dormers and hoods over the doors were added, can be seen in Leng and Davis, 
p. 918. The back of the house is shown in the photograph in the present volume, 
taken in 1925, The house has been greatly altered recently. A greenhouse has been 
built to connect the house with the florist’s office by the roadside. The house stands 
on Richmond Road, east of Otis Avenue and opposite the Moravian cemetery. 


House of John Roll, later Mersereau’s 
formerly at Watchogue and Willow Brook Roads, Graniteville 
PLATE 36 


This house was erected about 1740 probably by John Roll. It was purchased 
by his Mersereau son-in-law in 1762 and was until lately the Mersereats homestead. 
The land on which it stands was granted in 1680 to John Taylor, and was the 
westernmost of the three lots known throughout the eighteenth century as the 
Soldiers’ Lots. It was granted a second time on Dec. 6, 1697 to Jan Harmensz, the 
two adjoining Soldiers’ Lots being then also repatented to Pieter Pieterse (Haga- 
wout) and Yellis Inyard; they were 80 acres each, It is probable that Jan Harmensz 
(John Harminsone) lived here in an earlier house. Harmensz is a patronymic and 
his last name is unknown. By inference from deeds and wills, John Roll (Jan Ral) 
was in possession of the property by 1740 and the house dates from this period. 

The name appears as Ral and occasionally as Rol on the Dutch Church records 
and as Roll on the real estate transactions. Jan Mangels Ral (Rol), also called 
Hans Ral (Rol), acted as a sponsor to children of various families at the Dutch 
church on Staten Island in 1719, 1726, 1728, 1732 and 1736; he purchased land on 
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the south side of Staten Island in 1722, He was evidently the father of Jan Ral, Jr. 
(John Roll), who married Fytje Van Boskerk and had a daughter Fytje, bap. 
May 26, 1740, She is their only known child. Her father was in possession of the 
property in question about the time of her birth and probably built his home here 
then, In 1745 John Roll, Jr. witnessed the will of Peter Hagewout, who lived a 
short distance to the southwest (plate 33). His daughter Fytje Ral, whose name 
was anglicized to Sophia Roll, married on Oct. 17, 1755 Jacob Mersereau, On 
June 7, 1762 John Roll conveyed the farm whereon he then lived to this son-in-law, 

The first of this family in America was the Widow Mercereau, who came to 
New York about 1698 with a family of children, two sons and two daughters, Her 
son Joshua’ Mercereau, b. 1667, d. May 23, 1756, aged 98 years and 5 mos., married 
at the French church in New York June 16, 1693 Maria Chadrayne, and had at 
least four children, Joshua and Maria settled on Staten Island. Their son Joshua’ 
Mersearau, Jr., b, May 18, 1696 at New York, d. Aug. 9, 1769* on Staten Island, 
married Oct, 21, 1727 Mary Corsen, b. Oct. 21, 1704, d. July 8, 1763,* daughter of 
Jacob Corsen of Staten Island, who mentioned his daughter and son-in-law in his 
will of 1742. Joshua “Musshrow” (he or his father) of Richmond Co., ship car- 
penter, purchased on May 22, 1732 a tract of 321/ acres at Holland Hook on the 
north shore of Staten Island; it was there that he kept his shipyard. Joshua Mer- 
sereau, Jr., ship carpenter, purchased on May J, 1758 a 25% acre tract near the 
north shore and adjoining the Widow Arrowsmith’s land. 

The second son of Joshua Mersereau, Jr.’s ten children was Jacob,’ b. April 
25, 3730* on Staten Island, bap. May 29th, d. Sept. 7, 1804. This Jacob Mersereau 
purchased his father-in-law Roll’s homestead in 1762 and is shown in possession on 
a map of 1783; when he had the deed recorded in 1792 he was a colonel. He was an 
outspoken patriot during the Revolution and fled for safety to New Jersey. On 
one of his occasional stealthy visits to his family, he was recognized by a Tory and 
had a narrow escape from capture, jumping from the window and fleeing into the 
nearby swamp. On Oct. 17, 1755 he married Sophia Roll, and had one son, John 
(3758-1826) of Staten Island, and three daughters, Mary wife of Thomas Cubberly, 
Elizabeth wife of Daniel De Hart and Sophia wife of John Crocheron. Col. Jacob 
married secondly March 29, 1779 Charity De Groot and had three sons, Jacob of 
Staten Island, David of New Brunswick, and Peter. The homestead was inherited 
by the youngest child, Peter* Mersereau, b. July 6, 1788, d. June 2, 1879, martied 
Eliza Thatcher, b, March 6, 1796, d. May 25, 1874, He was a member of the State 
Legislature. After the death of his wife, Peter deeded the homestead on Sept. 10, 
1874 to the youngest of his six children, Theodore’ Mersereau, b. Oct. 22, 1834, 
d. Dec, 18, 1875. He married Ann Messier: one of their two daughters was Emma 
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Mersereau, wife of Mr, Ettlinger. She sold the property on May 13, 1896 to Peter 
Clarius, 

The house was a long, low building of whitewashed stone, covered with a gable 
roof. It had very few windows, It was built about 1740 and torn down in 1913. The 
house stood on the southwest corner of Watchogue and Willow Brook Roads, in 
the district formerly called Butcherville and more lately known as Graniteville. 
Watchogue Road was a part of the old road running across the Island, from the ferry 


over the Narrows at the east end to the Blazing Star Ferry over the Arthur Kill 
at Linoleumville on the west end. 


Simonson—Blake House 
2329 Richmond Avenue, New Springville 
PLATE 37 


This house stands on the northern half of the tract at the Fresh Kills granted 
to Isaac See on Sept. 29, 1677, The southern half came into the possession of 
Christian Corsen who sold it Jan, 30, 1701 /2 (tecorded 1717) to Barent and Stoffel 
Christopher, mentioning the bounds on the north as the land of Wyntie Simerse; 
in the division of 1717 between these brothers, their tract is stated to be 80 acres or 
the southwest half of the Isaac See patent, Thus we know that the Simonsen home- 
stead land had come into the possession of the family between 1677 and 1702. The 
end of this tract lies on the east side of Richmond Avenue, immediately below the 
crossing of the Springville Creek, in the region formerly known as Karle’s Neck, 

The ancestor of the Simonsen family was Barent Simonsen, His widow Tryntje 
Claes married about 1644 Juriaen Blanck, Sr., goldsmith of New Amsterdam. In 
1662 they made their joint will, in which she mentioned her son Symon Barentszen, 
son by her former husband Barent Simonsen: she again mentioned this son in her 
will of 1698, This Symon Barentszen, a young man from Amsterdam, married in 
the Dutch church at New Amsterdam Nov. 18, 1661 Wyntie Arents, a young girl 
of New Amsterdam, and had three sons and six daughters, 

The youngest son was Aert (Arent) Simonsen or Symonsen, bap, May 19, 
1679 at New York. He settled on Staten Island as a young man: “Aert Blank” 
(using his step-father’s surname), freeholder here, signed the petition to King 

illiam in 1701, It is believed that his home stood south of the creek, on the tract at 
the Fresh Kills which was owned in 1702 by Wyntie Simerse, who was presumably 
his mother or his wife; he later purchased more land nearby. The old Stone house 
here was torn down in 1895 and replaced with a brick house by David Simonson, a 
descendant, Aert Simonsen married twice; judging by the first names of his elder 
children (baptized 1708 to 1757), his first wife, possibly named Wyntie, belonged ‘ 
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the Christophel family, who probably lived on the adjoining tract and whose 
descendants owned the house at Willow Brook (plate 30); he was married secondly 
by 17213 to Margaret Daniels, The will of Aert Simonsen of Staten Island, husband- 
man, dated 1747 and probated 1753, mentioned his wife Margaret, left legacies to 
his two married daughters, Catharine Housman and Anna Crocheron (bap. 1722), 
_ and left his lands to his eight sons: Simon (bap. 1708), Hans, Arthur, Christophel 
(bap. 1717), Daniel (bap. 1724), Barent, Cornelius, and his minor son Isaac (bap. 
1734), 

On the map of 1783 two houses are marked on the tract, “Simeson” and “B.S.” 
Presumably the tract was divided between two of Aert’s sons and the southern half 
fell to Barent, who may have built upon it the house in which we are interested, 
Barent (Barnt) Simonson (Simonsen), bap. July 14, 1728 on Staten Island, died 
by 1801, married March 8, 1755 Abigail, daughter of John Crocheron, who men- 
tioned her in his will of 1761. The will of Abigail, widow of Barnt Simonson, men- 
tioned her daughter Abigail wife of Walter Dongan, her sons Barent, Rheuben and 
Jacob, and left to Rheuben the part of the homestead which she bought of her son 
Isaac. She evidently referred to a 40 acre tract adjoining the house on the south- 
west, which had come into the family in the latter part of the eighteenth century, 
and seems to have been part of the land purchased by the Christophers in 1702, Pos- 
sibly Isaac was the eldest son and inherited all his father’s lands on his death, intes- 
tate, and hence the necessity for the purchase of part of it by the widow. The son 
Isaac Simonsen predeceased his mother by many years, dying in 1787; he mentioned 
in his will his wife Helethay (the widow Hetty was still living in 1808), and his 
sons Isaac and Jeremiah (who died in 1808 at Southfield), The son Esaac or Isaac 
Simonson, Jr., was probably the Isaac who married Elizabeth Barnes Sept. 25, 1794. 
He died in 1842, leaving a widow Elizabeth and three daughter's; he gave a legacy 
to his daughter Abigail wife of Stephen Egbert (he was a catman of New York 
when she married him in 1839), and bequeathed his lands equally to his other 
daughters Dorothy, and Anne wife of Daniel Blake, 

Dorothy Simonson of Northfield (bap. 1797 as Dorothy Barnes Simonson) 
conveyed Dec. 27, 1842 to Daniel Blake of Northfield for $2,000. one undivided half 
of the farm late of Esaac Simonsen, deceased, bounded on the southwest by Reuben 
Simonson, on the northwest by Henry Crocheron, on the northeast by the heirs of 
Joseph Simonson and John Vallenburgh, and on the southeast by John B. Hillyn, 
also another small tract by the Neck Creek, 40 plus 5 acres. Thus Daniel Blake 
purchased forty acres of the original homestead of his wife’s family. In 1874 he was 
bounded on the southwest by M. Simonson (probably Matthias, b. 1806, son of 
Reuben), and on the northeast by D, Simonson, undoubtedly the David Simonson 
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(d. about 1897) who built the present brick house and probably a son of Joseph 
Simonson whose heirs owned it in 1842, Daniel Blake had died by 1897. The house 
has been owned for the last forty years by William Eith. 

It is a one and a half story house built of stone, now covered with shingles for 
protection from the weather. It stands in the fields off the east side of Richmond 
Avenue, south of Travis Avenue and the Springville Creek crossing. 


House of Capt. Thomas Stillwell, later Britton’s and Perine’s 
1476 Richmond Road, Dongan Hills 
PLATE 36 


In 1663 Pierre Billeau (father-in-law of the builder of this house), a Walloon, 
and others petitioned to be allowed to live on Staten Island. Their petition was 
granted and the first permanent settlement was made at Old Dorp, the site now 
occupied by St. Mary’s Cemetery inland from Arrochar. A survey of the property in 
the New Lots of the Old Town (later Garretsons and now Dongan Hills) was made 
April 4, 1685 for Capt. Thomas Stillwell under order of Gov. Thomas Dongan: 
145 acres of land in the New Lots at the Old Town in the County of Richmond, a 
part of which was formerly granted to Peter Belew (Billeau) by the Dutch and 
confirmed Sept. 20, 1677 to Thomas Stillwell by Gov. Andros, beginning on the 
west side of a run in the valley by the side of Iron Hill, bounded by land of Hans 
Christophel on the southwest and by the highway on the northwest. 

Thomas’ father, Lt. Nicholas’ Stillwell, came from an old English family; he 
emigrated from County Surrey in England to Virginia before 1639, when he was 
made a tobacco viewer of a district on the Charles River. Having engaged in a land 
controversy between Virginia and Maryland, he fled northwards in 1645 and settled 
at Deutil Bay in New Amsterdam. In 1648 he bought a house, lot and farm in 
Gravesend on Long Island, where he lived and became a magistrate. In 1660 all 
were ordered to live within the village for greater safety from the Indians, but he 
obtained permission to remain on his bouwery between Gravesend and New Utrecht, 
as he had so many sons he could defend it. At the time of the English conquest of 
1664, he upheld the Dutch; at odds with his English neighbors, he sold his planta- 
ved to New Amsterdam, but by 1670 had settled at Old Dorp on 


tion and remo 
Staten Island, where he was an important member of the community and died Dec. 


28, i a Thomas’ Stillwell, bap. July 9, 1653 at New Amsterdam, d. 1704-05, mar- 
sted at Gav esend Jan. 8, 4670 Martha Billeau, bap. Feb. 8, 1652 at Leyden, daughter 
of Pierre Billeats and Francoise Du Bois, They settled on her father’s land in the 
New Lots of the Old Town and probably built the oldest part of the present house 
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. Thomas Stillwell was an important man on the Island, constable, sheriff, 
mes captain of the militia, and member of the Colonial Assembly. As his 
only son had predeceased him, Thomas Stillwell in 1704 bequeathed the property on 
which he then lived to his daughters, Frances wife of Nicholas Britton, Ann (mar- 
ried first Samuel Van Pelt and secondly Jacobus Billeau), and Rachel (married 
William, son of William and Mary Britton). Thomas’ widow Martha Billeau mar- 
ried secondly Rev. David de Bonrepos, minister to the French congregation on 
Staten Island; she died in 1735 at New Rochelle. In 1709 the widow Martha released 
the house in the New Lots to her daughters, reserving for herself “the room over 
the cellar in the little house before the great house” (indicating a different arrange- 
ment of buildings than at present). That same year Ann, one of the daughters, con- 
veyed her portion to Nicholas Britton, reserving the “old dwelling house” and gar- 
den, which eventually also became his; in 1713 Rachel, another daughter, sold 
her share to Nicholas Britton without any reservation. 


Thus the son-in-law Nicholas Britton came into possession of Capt. Thomas 
Stillwell’s house. Col. Nicholas’ Britton, b. 1679, d. 1740, was a son of William and 
Mary Britton, and a brother of Nathaniel Britton, builder of the house at New Dorp 
on Staten Island (plate 26). He married Frances’ Stillwell, b. 1682, and probably 
built the newer stone part of the house shortly after 1713, Nicholas and Frances had 
an only son Nathaniel, who married and had children but who died before his par- 
ents, and also two daughters. Nicholas Britton willed the Stillwell house to his two 
daughters, Martha, wife of Samuel Moore, and Rachel (later wife of Thomas Don- 
gan).On Aug. 13, 1746, the widow Frances and her two daughters sold the property 
to Walter Dongan, nephew of Sir Thomas Dongan, He died in 1749, and his eldest 
son and heir, Thomas Dongan (husband of Rachel Britton), sold the 60 acre tract 
on which the house stood to Joseph Holmes, Innkeeper, on Nov. 12, 1749. 

Presumably Joseph Holmes continued his vocation and kept an inn here until 
he died Sept. 22, 1759 aged 63 years. His widow Sarah died Aug. 17, 1775 aged 75 
years, Previously, in 1764, she had released her interest in the house in the New Lots 
to their only surviving child, Ann Holmes wife of Edward Perine. His greatgrand- 
father Daniel Perrin emigrated in 1665 from the Isle of Jersey with Philip Cartaret: 
in 1666 he married Maria Thorell, and they settled on an 80 acre tract in southern 
Staten Island at the present Rossville, Edward’ Perine, b. 1729, d. 1777, married Ann 
Flolmes in 1758, and had six children. He was a weaver. They made their home in 
her parents’ stone house, where Ann was still living as late as 1800. During the 
Revolution so many British soldiers were quartered here, that. the widow and six 

children were allowed only one room. Capt. Coghlan was among the British sta- 
tioned here, 
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Two of the children, Joseph and Henry Perine, who were born, lived and died 
in this house, were each left an undivided half of the house and property. For over 
one hundred years, two families lived in the two sections of the house, operating as 
independent households. The older or rear portion was occupied by the younger 
son, Henry’ Perine, b. Nov. 29, 1768, d. Dec. 3, 1860, married 1795 Mary Winant. 
Henry was a sheriff and supervisor of Southfield and a member of the New York 
Legislature. He served in the War of 1812. His half of the house was inherited by 
his daughter Elizabeth Winant’ Perine, b. Jan. 19, 1804, d. Dec. 6, 1883, married 
May 39, 1830 Richard Tysen of Northfield. In September 1870, some years before 
her death, she sold her interest to Charles B. Waring, who on Feb, 27, 1886 deeded 
it to Cornelius L. Perine, occupant of the other half. The front portion of the house 
was inherited by Edward and Ann (Holmes) Perine’s elder son Joseph’ Perine, b. 
1759, d. April 16, 1814, married Sept. 25, 1782 Catharine Swaime. He was a clerk 
of the Court of Common Pleas, delegate to the Constitutional Convention of 1301, 
and Lt. Colonel of the militia, His portion of the house was inherited by his son 
Simon Swaime’ Perine, b. Nov. 10, 1783, d. Feb. 20, 1860, married 1810 Sarah Ann 
Lake, The front half of the house passed to Simon’s son Cornelius Lake’ Perine, b. 
May 2, 1823, d. March 19, 1896, married Eliza Britton. It was he who bought the 
rear half of the house. The house was inherited by his son Hamilton Britton! Perine, 
b, Aug, 14, 1854, who sold it Feb. 13, 1913 to Donald C. Craig. It was bought Feb. 
15, 1915 by the Staten Island Antiquarian Society, now the Staten Island Institute 
of Arts and Sciences, 

As suggested by its history, the house really consists of two connecting build- 
ings, The rear stone house (partly shown at the right of the photograph) is believed 
to be the dwelling erected by Capt. Thomas Stillwell about 1680. One tradition 
States that the original house burned, but this may refer to the old dwelling men- 
tioned in the releases of 1709. The stone house nearer the road is later but also 
belongs to an early period, and was probably erected by Stillwell’s son-in-law Na- 
thaniel Britton about 1713, These units are built of undressed fieldstone; the small 
Windows are of the early period. The huge beams are still to be seen overhead in 
the main room of the rear house. Attached to it (just off the photograph) is the old 
ltame kitchen, believed to have been built about 1749 by Joseph Holmes, It has a 
"8e fireplace and plastered walls. The front stone house lies several steps higher; 
“te in the parlor is some fine Jacobean paneling. The front door opens directly into 
‘ dining room, and off this (partially seen in the photograph) is a frame addition, 
— in lines to the stone house but smaller, which is said to have Hoa hp as 
Viewy as 1758, and was used as another kitchen, The dormers are modern. Various 

‘of the house can be seen in The Story and Documentary History of the 
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The house stands on a turn in the old 
treet. A stream on the east side 
) which was mentioned in the 


Perine House by C. G. Hine, and elsewhere. 
Richmond Road, on its east side north of Cromwell S 
of the house was a branch of the stream (now dried up 
various deeds as the boundary on the west. 


House of Barnt Tysen 
Richmond Avenue, south of New Springville 
PLATE 39 


This house is erroneously stated to have been built in 1680 by Barne Tysen; it 
does indeed stand on a grant of land to him, but the house itself belongs to a much 
later period and was probably built by his grandson Barnt Tysen. 

The ancestor of the Tysen and Swaim families was Thys Barentsen, who emi- 
grated from Leerdam with his wife and three children on the St. John the Baptist 
in 1663, He was one of those who formed the first permanent settlement on Staten 
Island, at Old Dorp in 1663, and was a schepen here in 1673. He was recorded 
60 year's of age in 1681 and probably died in that year, leaving a widow Scytie: | . 
ters of administration were granted on his estate Feb. J, 1682, His son Bane re, 
or Tysen received a grant of land at the Fresh Kills in southwestern S ten Island 
in 1677; if he settled on this grant it must have been in an earlier h rae 
ent one. He took part in the expedition against Canada in 711 oo mer 7a 
been married in 1672 to Maria Kroesen, and to have had thr an rr vines 
and Abraham. He married secondly Magdalena Jans and had pion ec 
1680 at Flatbush, one of the sponsors being the aie h ae 
David’ Tysen married (supposedly in 1698) Mag dal —— spree erp 
children, Barent and Sarah, before he died in 1710 at _ I ae 

David's son Barnt’ Tysen, b. Feb. 4, 1699 canial Ga. 

Swaim, and had three children, Elizabeth wife of Tobe: St D a lw es-e 
young leaving an infant son Barnt, and John, As th aats, David who died fairly 
second quarter or the middle of the eighteenth ; sae arene Een ae 
Tysen built this house; it is marked “Py son” a it is probable that Barnt' 
son was John‘ Tysen, b. Oct. 30, 1735. d, Mat “s the map of 1783, Barnt’s surviving 
thu hate on fits annestes! , , ch 7, 1808 in his 77th year. He lived 
grant, and was the last of the famif ted = 
om ohn Tysen headed the Committee that addr dt : “aa yn 2 
h » Praying for a reconciliation with Eneland ine tie Prowlactal Congrems be 
e became a member of the local Comm; g'and, but when all hope of this was past 
patriot cause, H mmittee of Safety and a str 
nA © was a stipervisor of Northfield 1789-9 noe Meacies a2 Oe 
ro =f and map of Staten Island. He was a trust Pn mance the Kinet offical 
y j 1757 he married Cor delia acta — elder of the Dutch Church, 
ad two sons, In his will, dated 1796 
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and probated 1808, John Tysen of Northfield bequeathed to his wife Cordelia “my 
best bed and the furniture for same, my best cupboard desk and table, and six of my 
best chairs, and my oldest negro wench Teen and two cows, and furniture for one 
room’; he left to his son John all his land and salt meadow which he (the testator) 
had bought from John De Groot and all the land he had bought of Daniel Simonsen 
now in Castletown; he left to his son Jacob all the lands and salt meadow which he 
(the testator) bought of the executors of Moses Dupuy, deceased, at Karle’s Neck 
and all the lands which he (the testator) heired of his “father Barnt Tysen, alias 
Swaim” at Karle’s Neck. The son Jacob who thus inherited the house was probably 
the Jacob Tysen of Castleton who, in his will dated 1846 and probated 1848, men- 
toned his wife Mary and many children, grandchildren and greatgrandchildren, 
and directed that his real estate in Northfield was to be sold and the proceeds divided 
between his four sons, Jacob, John, Richard, and Raymond M. Tysen. Thus if 
Jacob Tysen had not sold the property during his lifetime it was sold by his execu- 
tors. The map of 1853 shows no Tysen house on this road, 

Capt. John’ Tysen (1758-1827), the elder son of John, the patriot, lived in the 
Town of Castleton on a farm adjoining the Bodines and Martlings (plate 27), prob- 
ably on the farm he eventually inherited from his father. By his wife Elizabeth 
Jacques, he had ten children including David Jacques’ Tysen (1807-1885) who 
married Elizabeth Lake and lived in the Lake home (formerly Guyon’s—plate 3!) 
at New Dorp and also at Port Richmond, Their son David Jacques’ Tysen was born 
in the Lake home; he built a home on the high point of Staten Island near Dongan 
Hills and died Aug. 8, 1928 in his 87th year. He was a lawyer, large tomato grower 
and realty owner. He purchased many of the homes with which his ancestors had 
been connected, including the house on Karle’s Neck at the Fresh Kills which stands 
on the grant of his ancestor. It is now owned by his family and occupied by tenants. 

The roughly tooled stone with which this house was built was not used during 
the early period on Staten Island. The house probably dates from the second quarter 
or middle of the eighteenth century. The roofline is not so steep as in the early 
houses. The present roof, extending slightly beyond all four walls, is a modern 
type, and possibly replaces an earlier one with curved overhanging eaves, since 
the ends of the beams have been sawn off, The house is on the west side of Richmond 
Avenue, a short distance south of the Simonson-Blake house (plate 37) and twice 
that distance north of the Arthur Kill Road. This section was formerly known as 
Karle’s Neck and the old road here ran along the edge of the lowland west of the 
house, rather than along the crest of the upland as at present. 
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9 
House of Cornelius Van Santvoord, later Krusen’s and Pelton's 
1262 Richmond Terrace, West New Brighton 


PLATE 40 


Garret Dircksen' Croesen and Pieter Jansen* Staats, brothers-in-law and resi- 
dents of Gowanus in Breukelen, received on Sept. 29, 1677 grants for 160 acre tracts 
adjoining each other along the Kill van Kull on the north shore of Staten Island. 
The Kroesen homestead, which no longer stands, was erected on the former (see 
supra) and the Van Santvoord house on the latter near the division line. Pieter 
J aOSER Staats, generally called Peter Johnson, was a son of Jan Pieters’ who had 
emigrated from Huysen and settled at Gowanus on Long Island. In 1689 and 170? 
Pieter deeded portions of his grant on Staten Island to his son John, who had with 
aga Peter obtained a patent to land on Staten Island opposite Amboy in 
— t is not known where on Staten Island John Staats settled. John or Jan 
pe ‘a ag ag Sa ay dm ** daughters, Mary, bap. 168? 

? ? ap. ? > ‘ s 
1707 ‘ he at diver bastined oa Se se etje, bap. 1700, and Rebecca, bap. 
e daughter Annetje’ Staats, bap. June 20, 1700, 
tady, married Dominie Cornelius Van havent . ae rom r . avi a 
nectady aged 55 years. He had emigrated from Leyden and was d ong . 7 
Dutch Church at Port Richmond, Staten Island, until about 1740, wh —- of the 
charge of the Dutch Church at Schenectady. The Dominie and ae m 1 be wry 
dren: Maria Catharine, Anna, Cornelius, Staats, Jacoba and Ze etje had six chil- 
were born on Staten Island (presumably in this house) between re-eg all of whom 
later lived at Schenectady or Albany. 0 and 1733, and 
It is stated in Morris, v. 2, p. 175, that the so- , 

built in 1722 by Joseph Rolph and that it later hela chan house was 
plaque recently placed on the wall of the house, it is stated that j zen family; on a 
by Johannes De Groot, and in Leng and Davis, p. 887, it is nal bs was built in 1730 
homestead. These statements are all incorrect; these families the early De Groot 
connections. On a map of 1783 the houses along the shore f were neighbors and 

east were 


those of J. D. Groot, C. Kruse, C, Kruse, Jr., and J, tom west to 
was built and occupied by Dominie Van Santv is om tia house in question 
which statement is undoubtedly correct as he was the son-; ing to Clute, p, 460 
owner of the property. “in-law of John Staare 

On June 3, 1689 Pieter Jansen deeded 300 feet of hig , 
who was the owner at the time of the road survey of 1705 orm to his son John 
disposed of it. On Aug. 13, $707 Hendrick Kroesen sold j = seems to have oo . 
feet wide on the west side of the partition line. On March, 7 n Staats sian’ “s 
154 ’ 9 (evidently Old 
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Style, 1709/10) Pieter Jansen sold his son John a tract 300 feet wide, bounded east 
by land he had formerly conveyed to John and on the west by land John had bought 
from Hendrick Croesen, On Feb. 4, 1730 (recorded 1743) John Staats conveyed 
this double property, 488 feet in width and about one mile in length, to his son-in-law 
Cornelius Van Santvoord. The Dominie may have built his home here (the present 
stone wing) at this time, although he probably built it about the time of his mar- 
riage, a few years before his father-in-law actually turned the property over to him. 
The statement in Morris may be reconciled with this if Joseph Rolph was a car- 
penter by trade, for he might then have erected it for the Dominie, On July 3, 1745 
(recorded 1763) Dominie Van Santvoord sold the property to Jacob Bergen, Jr., 
grandson of Hendrick Kroesen, and he sold it April 24, 1751 (recorded 1760) to 
Cornelius Krusen, son of Hendrick, describing the property as the 188 feet west of 
the partition fence and the 300 feet adjoining on the east, which John Staats had 
purchased in 1709 from Hendrick Kroesen and Pieter Jansen respectively. 

The main section of the house is said to have been erected about 1776, and was 
undoubtedly built by Cornelius Krusen, Sr. in the years following his purchase of 
the farm in 1751. Cornelius’ Krusen (b, 1708, d. 1784-86) continued to make his 
home here even after he inherited his father’s homestead on the west (see supra). 
The map of 1783 shows him here and his son Cornelius, Jr. at the old homestead. 

The British occupied Staten Island during most of the Revolution and Gen. 
Cortlandt Skinner, Commander of the “American Loyalists,” occupied this house 
for his headquarters, and entertained here Prince George, who later became George 
IV. There is a strong tradition that the Widow Kruzen lived here at the time of the 
Revolution. By process of elimination, she was Clausia Brinckerhof, d, March 21, 
1787 in her 77th year, the second wife of Cornelius’ brother Garret Crusen, who is 
believed to have lived on Watchogue Road (plate 32). Why she should live on her 
brother-in-law’s property rather than with her step-son is not known; of course the 
house was larger. 

Cornelius Krusen, Sr. in 1786 bequeathed to his son Cornelius, Jr. the farm on 
which he (the testator) lived and the adjoining farm on which the son lived, as well 
as other property. Cornelius’ Krusen, Jr., bap, Aug. 8, 1736, d. Dec. 25, 1807, mar- 
ried 1757 (marriage bond of April 5) Beletje, daughter of Johannes De Groot, the 
owner of the adjoining farm on the east, and of his wife Elizabeth Sickels, whose 
brother William Sickels built the first of the Sickels houses in Rockland County 
(see infra). On his death, Cornelius, Jr. willed the two homestead farms to his son 
John for life with vested remainder to his six grandsons. However, after the death of 

John‘ Cruser Aug. 31, 1829 intestate, a partition suit was filed in 1830, and the farm 
was sold in various parcels, 
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Lot No, J, consisting of 57% acres and the “Mansion House” (that is, the Van 
Santvoord-Krusen house), was bought May 31, 1830 by Joshua Sutton, who became 
insane and whose guardian sold the farm he occupied on Sept. 28, 1835 to Danie] 
Pelton. The following year (not 1832 nor 1839 as sometimes stated) Daniel Pelton 
replaced the old east wing, originally similar to the west wing, by a two story brick 
building, The Pelton family who made their home here consisted of Daniel Pelton, 
Sr., formerly of New York City (son of Philip of Hempstead), b. June 21, 1788, d. 
July 10, 1867, who was married on May J, 1813 in New York City to Catharine 
Cortelyou Van Arsdale, b, Feb. 17, 1788, d. Dec., 1862, and their two unmarried 
daughters, Cordelia and Angeline, all of whom died in the Van Santvoord house. 
Here also dwelt their youngest daughter Mary Ann (1828-1910), who in 1860 mar- 
tied Alfred Napoleon Duffié, son of Count Auguste Duffié, He taught cavalry tactics 
during the Civil War and served in the Union army, becoming a Brigadier Gen- 
eral; he died Nov. 8, 1880 in Cadiz, Spain, while United States Consul there. The 
house remained in the Pelton estate until about 191 8. It has been owned for some 
years by Mrs. F. W. James, 

The photograph emphasizes the small house, built 1720-30 of roughly cut stone, 
and with a steep gable roof, The main unit of the present house (only half of which 
is shown in the photograph), is built of stone with a covering of clapboards, and 
also has a steep gable roof. Notice the characteristic difference in size of the 1720-30 
and 1753-76 units, The roof brackets and dormers are modern, A photograph of the 
entire house, taken in 1933, is reproduced in the Proceedings of the Staten Island 
Institute of Arts and Sciences, opp. p. 57, in connection with an article on the 
house, from which the present account has been freely drawn, The house stands on 
a bluff overlooking the Kill Van Kull. It is on the southeast side of Richmond Ter- 


race adjoining Pelton Avenue, and is not far west of Sailors’ Snug Harbor 
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‘ PLATE 26 


House of Nathaniel Britton, later Walton’s and Cubberly’s 
New Dorp Lane, New Dorp 


The stone section of the main house is the original unit and was erected by Nathaniel Britton between 
1695 and 1699. In the interior is a huge open fireplace with a beam across the top. The moderately sloped 
roof is not characteristic of this early period and may be a later alteration. The property was sold to 
Thomas Walton in 1714 and was conveyed by his family to Isaac Cubberly in 1761. The wing was 
probably erected by the Waltons after their purchase. Its very steep roof is characteristic of an early 
date. The lean-to, sloping almost to the ground, is a later addition. The frame section of the house by 
the road was not built until about 1800, The house has no overhanging eaves in front or rear. The small 
entry porch is of a later date than the house but is a type frequently found on Staten Island. 


157 





PLATE 27 


Cozine—Bodine—Martling House 
40 Watchogue Road, Myer’s Corners 


This is the rear view of the house as it was about 1900, before the wing was moved to the back. It is 
erroneously known as the home of Daniel Corsen, who lived on another road. The house was erected 
about 1760, probably by a Cozine. Two members of the Cozine family inherited it before 1784, one-half 
of the house going to each, so that later deeds transfer each half of the house separately. The house is 
only 68 feet long, including the kitchen wing. It is built of unhewn fieldstone except for the north 
front which is of finished sandstone blocks. The steep gable roof has a slight curve at the eaves. The 
windows are small and few in number. Those in the wing were formerly of the old casement type. The 
house was sold by the Cozines in and about 1789 to Vincent Bodine; in 1805 he disposed of it to Garret 
Martling who owned it until 1848. 
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PLATE 28 


De Hart House 
3373 Richmond Terrace, Holland Hook 


It is not known when or by whom this house was built. It first appears in the possession of Samuel 
De Hart in 1783, but may have been his father’s homestead before him. It remained the home of the 
family until recent years. The house in its present condition was built about 1735-40 and incorporates a 
part of an earlier building in an unusual manner. The original house on the site evidently faced the west; 
its south end was destroyed; its north end was enlarged on the east and a wing added on the west to 
form the present house which faces south. The steep pitch of the roof and small size of the windows 
are characteristic of an early date. The so-called German hood on the main unit is a later addition 
which has been marred recently by cutting a window through it. 
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PLATE 29 


Dissosway House 
formerly near Outerbridge Crossing, Richmond Valley 


This is understood to be the house built by Mark Dusochay in the 1690s but it is possible that it was 
erected by his son Israel Dissosway in the early eighteenth century. It is of stone, whitewashed, and 
covered by a steep gable roof, with deep overhanging eaves both front and rear. It has a greater depth 
than many of the Staten Island houses. This view was taken from the fields about 1900. The house has 
since been torn down. It remained the home of the Dissosway family until the end of the nineteenth 
century. 
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PLATE 30 


Dongan—Christopher House 
Willow Brook Road, Willow Brook 


This is erroneously known as the Christopher homestead. The original unit was one of the numerous 
houses built on Gov. Dongan’s Manor. It was purchased in or shortly before 1760 by the Widow Nelly 
Hagewout and her two sons; by 1764 it had been acquired by Charity Hagewout and her husband Juseph 
Christopher, in whose family it remained until 1827. The original unit consists of only one room and 
was built about 1756. Joseph Christopher and his wife mortgaged the property in 1764, presumably in 
order to obtain the money to build an addition. This is twice the size of the other unit, the division line 
being marked by the chimney. The house is built of roughly cut stone and covered by a steep gable 


roof without overhanging eaves. There is an outside door opening into each of the three rooms. The 
porch is later. 
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PLATE 31 


Guyon—Lake—Tysen House 
Tysen’s Lane, New Dorp 


Contrary to popular belief, this is not an early Lake homestead; the property was not bought by the 
Lake family until 1812. Joseph Guyon was in possession in 1771, and his family probably built the house 
about 1720-40. It is a larger house than the average on Staten Island. It differs in other respects, being 
built of shingles and covered by a gambrel roof. The graceful overhanging eaves on the south front of 
the house were added at a later date, as was the kitchen wing. In the main house there are two rooms 
on either side of a wide central hallway; the three chimneys are characteristic of this type. The house 
passed by marriage from the Lakes into the Tysen family, who still own it. 
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PLATE 32 
House of Pieter Pieterse Hagawout, later Krusen’s and Vreeland’s 
formerly on Watchogue Road, Graniteville 


Pieter Pieterse Hagawout received a confirmatory patent for this property in 1697 and undoubtedly 
built the west (left) unit of the house about this time. The house was 22 by 60 feet in size; it was built 
of stone, 18 to 24 iches thick, carried up the gable end to the roofline; the masonry of the long walls 
was sheathed with clapboarding. The gable roof was very steep; at some early period deep overhanging 
eaves were added, but were taken off the north wall when the front was remodelled at the end of the 
nineteenth century. The original unit consisted of only two rooms: the best chamber was small and 
had a small fireplace; the outside door led into the kitchen which had a large fireplace with built-in 
crane and a stairway to the attic opposite the chimney, a location usual at this very early date. There 
was a seventeenth century casement window in the gable end. The smaller unit, probably added after 
1726 by the Krusens, consisted of a hallway, nine feet wide, and another room with fireplace. The 
sloping dormers belong to an early type. This photograph was taken about 1900. 
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PLATE 33 


House of Peter Hagewout (Haughwout ) 
1424 Richmond Avenue, south of Graniteville 


Peter Hagewout, son of Pieter Pieterse Hagawout, the builder of the house in plate 32, purchased in 
1734 the tract on which stands this house, which he or his widow erected shortly after this date. It 
remained the home of descendants until its sale between 1837 and 1877. It is a small house consisting 
of one room on either side of a central hallway; the parlor may have been built at an earlier date than 
the other room. The house is sheathed with clapboarding and is covered by a steep gable roof with 
overhanging eaves in front. There are good examples of early panelling in the interior. Slight alterations 
and a large addition at the rear have been made since this photograph was taken about 1900. 
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PLATE 34 


Hendrickson (?)—Winants House 
formerly on Arthur Kill Road, south of Rossville 


This was the Winant Winants homestead for over a century and a half. The family obtained possession 
of it in the second quarter of the eighteenth century. Its history previous to this is unknown. The 
stone section of the house was very old. A stone marked “1696 I.H.” suggests that the builder was John 
Hendrickson who received a grant of land in this vicinity. The stones were laid in mud and oyster 
shell lime. There was a primitive fireplace built out into the room with a huge beam over it; the smoke 
escaped through a hole in the garret floor and up a short chimney. This older section had no cellar 
beneath it, and no windows on the gable end. The frame unit was built along similar lines after the 
Revolution. A steep gable roof covered the whole house. The early type sloping dormers may have been 
built at the same time as the addition. The deep overhanging eaves were also an early alteration. This 
photograph was taken in 1907. 
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PLATE 35 


Lakeman—Cortelyou—Taylor House 
Richmond Road, New Dorp 


Abraham Lakeman is believed to have come into possession of this tract at the division of his father’s 
estate in 1684, and he is understood to be the builder of the house. The house and other improvements 
are mentioned in a deed of 1714. Among its many owners was Aaron Cortelyou who purchased it in 
1751 and whose son-in-law sold it to Joseph Taylor in 1794. The house is built of very irregular 
fieldstone and practically no attempt has been made to lay it in courses. The small size and number of 
the windows is characteristic of an early period. The large section is the original unit; it is covered by 
a gambrel roof of the New England type. The house was formerly whitewashed in the manner popular 
on Staten Island. It has been restored and has since undergone considerable alteration. 
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PLATE 36 


House of John Roll, later Mersereau’s 
formerly on Watchogue Road, Graniteville 


Some of the early deeds to this property are missing but from various records it is inferred that John 
Roll was in possession about 1740. The house was probably built by him as it dates from this period. 
In 1762 he sold it to his son-in-law Col. Jacob Mesereau and it remained the home of the family until 
1896. The house was built in the style common on Staten Island, of stone, with long, low, massive lines 
and a steep gable roof. The small number of windows is characteristic, as is their unbalanced 
arrangement. 
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PLATE 37 


Simonson—Blake House 
2329 Richmond Avenue, New Springville 


This is one of the later Simonson houses built on their homestead tract, which they had acquired by 
1702. It is probable that this house was erected by Barent Simonson after his marriage in 1755. In the 
middle of the nineteenth century it passed by marriage into the Blake family. It is a stone house 
covered with modern shingles, and has a steep gable roof with overhanging eaves in front. 
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PLATE 38 


House of Thomas Stillwell, later Britton’s and Perine’s 
1476 Richmond Road, Dongan Hills 


This house is in reality two separate dwellings, and two families lived here as independent households 
for over one hundred years. It is believed that the rear stone dwelling was built by Thomas Stillwell 
about 1680 and the front stone dwelling by his son-in-law Nicholas Britton about 1713. The property 
was purchased in 1749 by Joseph Holmes, innkeeper, who probably added one of the frame kitchens, 
built on similar lines. His daughter married Edward Perine and the house remained the home of two 
branches of their descendants until 1913. Both sections are built of irregular fieldstone, carried all the 
way up the gable end. The whitewashing adds greatly to the picturesque quality of the house. The gable 
roofs are not so steep as in many of the early houses. The windows are small and are not grouped ina 
balanced design. The front door is near one end of the house and opens directly into one of the main 
rooms, since there is no hallway. There is some fine Jacobean panelling in the best room. 
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PLATE 39 


House of Barnt Tysen 
Richmond Avenue, south of New Springville 


It has always been stated that this house was built by Barnt Tysen about 1680, shortly after he received 
the land grant. However, construction shows that the present house was not erected until about the 
middle of the eighteenth century, and was therefore undoubtedly built by the grandson Barnt Tysen. 
The house is built of roughly tooled stone and is covered by a gable roof of moderate slope, neither of 
which are characteristics found in the early houses on Staten Island. The beam ends have been sawed 
off, suggesting that the present modern roof replaces an earlier one with overhanging eaves. The low 
lands of the Fresh Kills are seen in the background of the photograph. 
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PLATE 40 


House of Cornelius Van Santvoord, later Krusen’s and Pelton’s 
1262 Richmond Terrace, West New Brighton 


This house stands on a grant of 1677 to Pieter Jansen Staats. The original stone unit was erected by 
his granddaughter’s husband, Dominie Cornelius Van Santvoord, presumably shortly after their marriage 
(about 1719). Van Santvoord was the first minister established on Staten Island. The property was 
purchased in 1751 by Cornelius Krusen, in whose family it remained until 1830. The main section was 
erected by the Krusens before the Revolution. The small unit is built of roughly cut stone and is 
covered by a steep gable roof without overhanging eaves. The main house is similarly built of stone 
and with a steep roof, but it has been sheathed with modern clapboarding and has a row of roof 
brackets. Less than half the main unit is shown in the photograph because of the unfortunate effect of 
the large enclosed doorway. The De Groots and Rolphs have been incorrectly connected with this 
house; they were near neighbors. 
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HOUSE OF GERRET BLAUVELT 


ROCKLAND COUNTY 


of the Hudson River was a part of Orange County, and was known as 

Orange County under the Mountains until it was organized into Rockland 
County in 1798. A ridge of mountains separated it from the larger part of Orange 
County whereas a mathematical and artificial line was its only demarcation from 
Bergen County in the Province of New Jersey. Therefore except in its political life 
it was connected with the other province, with which communication was so much 
easier. Many of the same families settled Bergen County and the future Rockland 
County; the two groups intermarried, developed the same habits of thought and 
mode of living, and built similar houses. In great contrast to this, the two portions 
of Orange County on either side of the mountains were settled by different families, 
developed different types of homes and had only a political connection with each 
other. Therefore the territory that became Rockland County has been included in 
this volume rather than in the previous work on the Hudson River counties by Miss 


T HE southern portion of New York State which borders on the west bank 


Reynolds. 
The Rockland County territory was opened up and settled under a few large 


patents, The lands at the southern end around Tappan were purchased from the 
Indians on March 17, 1681/2 by a group of eight white men and three free negroes 
from the Bouwery Village on Manhattan together with five men from New Jersey. 
The deed was acknowledged before Gov. Carteret of New Jersey on July }, 1682. 
When the boundary between the provinces was determined in 1687 the tract was 
found to lie largely in New York and a patent was issued by Gov. Dongan of New 
York on March 24, 1686/7. Unlike most of the patents of the period, this land was 
obtained not by rich speculators but by farmers who were prospective settlers. Lam- 
bert Adriaense Smidt and Adriaen Lambertse Smidt, patentees, and Hendrick Ger- 
titse Blauvelt, brother of two of the patentees, came here in the summer of 1683 and 
were soon followed by others. The early settlements fell into three groups: at Jan 
Claus’ land or Greenbush, now Blauvelt and Orangetown, at Tappan, and at Old 
Tappan over the border in New Jersey. The lands were for many years owned in 
common, the first division was not made until 1704 and the second in $723. A Dutch 
Church was organized here as early as 1694 and a house of worship erected in 3716. 
A large part of the county was included in the Kakiat Patent, granted June 25, 
1696 to Daniel Honan and Michael Hawdon, speculators. The Tappan Patent ran 
as far west as the Hackensack River and the Kakiat Patent extended from this river 
as far west as Tallman’s and as far north as the mountains below Haverstraw. Haw- 
don’s executors in 1712 sold the North Moiety of the patent to a group of English- 
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men from Hempstead, Long Island, who caused the patent to be divided Nov. 5, 
1713. Benjamin Osborn became the first known settler in this northern moiety in 
1714, This region was known as Kakiat or New Hempstead, the English settling 
in the more westerly portion and selling the easterly lands to men of Dutch descent, 
who opened up farms around the present New City. The South Moiety was sold by 
Honan in 1716 to John McEvers who disposed of a one-half share to Lancaster 
Symes. They also were speculators and it was not until 1727 that their moiety was 
surveyed and laid out in lots. Settlement was made about this time, probably by 
Dutchmen from the adjoining Tappan Patent, and a Reformed Church was organized 
at Clarkstown in 1749. The expense of the 1713 division and survey was paid by the 
sale of an expense lot of 1000 acres in Orangetown on the Hackensack River, and this 
land was settled on shortly after this date by Tunise Cuyper and in 1736 by William 
Sickels. 

The patents along the Hudson River were smaller in size. Claes Jansen 
(Kuyper) van Purmarent obtained New Jersey patents for two tracts at Nyack 
in 16713 and his son Cornelius Cuyper later settled here and became a leader of the 
county. The former sold part of his tract to Douwe Harmanszen Tallman who came 
here between 1678 and 1686 and whose son Harman was the first settler here in 
1675. The lands to the south of him along the Hudson River as far as Piermont 
were taken up by Theunis Roelofse Van Houten who settled here about 1686. A 
tract at Palisades was granted in 1687 to George Lockhart and was occupied by 
William Merritt in 1701; among the settlers here were the Snedens. Further north, 
the territory around Rockland Lake from Nyack to Haverstraw was granted by 
the Pond or Quaspeck Patent on Sept. 27, 1694 to Jarvis Marshall and William 
Welch, both speculators. ‘The tract changed hands several times before portions 
were purchased by farmers. Most of the south half around the Lake was settled 
by a group of Germans about 1731. The extreme northern portion of the patent 
was sold by Capt. John Sands of Cow Neck on Oct. 23, 1707 to Tunis Snedeker 
of Hempstead, who settled here with his sons and daughters in or by 1731. Two 
tracts at Haverstraw were granted in 1671 under New Jersey patents, one to 
Balthazar De Hart of New York and the other to Nicholas Depew and Hendrick 
Van Bommel. Depew sold his interest in 1685 to Florus Willemse Crom, who had 
already settled on it in 1681. Part of Van Bommel’s share came into the possession 
of Reyn Van Ditmarsen, who located here between 1683 and 1687. Minne Johannes 
(Minnelay) was one of the earliest settlers of Haverstraw in or by 1681. 

The western point of the Rockland County territory was only sparsely settled 
and there were few recognized titles here before 1775. A group of farms were 
cleared around Suffern after 1709. John Zabriskie purchased a tract near Tallman’s 
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in 1724 from a New Jersey Proprietor and succeeded in having his claim recognized. 
Isaac Van Duser was probably the first settler in the Clove, on the Ramapo River 
north of Suffern, where he had located by 1735. Peter Wanamaker settled east of 
Suffern about 1740, The Dutch did not locate in the northern point of the county 
above Haverstraw. 

The Rockland County territory remained a part of Orange County until 1798, 
but the mountain barrier was recognized in the formation of townships. Orange- 
town was organized as early as 1686, Haverstraw Precinct was set off in 1719 and 
comprised the territory from the north bounds of Tappan to the north bounds of 
Haverstraw, including the Kakiat Patent. Semi-annual county courts were estab- 
lished in 1703. 

The first homes of the settlers were of two kinds, either an excavation in the 
side of a hill, lined with bark, faced with upright posts and furnished with shelves, 
or a hut of woven saplings covered with bark, These were followed by hand-hewn 
frame buildings with shingled walls and thatched roofs. The abundant sandstone 
was soon quarried and the great majority of houses built before the Revolution 
were constructed with the indigenous red sandstone blocks, cut and roughly shaped 
by the settlers or their slaves, and often quarried on the property. Clapboarding 
was rarely used before the Revolution. 

The similarity between the houses of Bergen and Rockland Counties is 
remarkable. In both territories we find a predominant use of sandstone blocks, of 
a gable roof for a narrow house and a gambrel roof for a wide house, and the same 
interior arrangement, The curved overhanging eaves are a characteristic feature 
especially in Bergen County. There are a greater number of small, narrow farm- 
houses in Rockland County, possibly because living conditions were more primitive 
since it was sparsely settled, 

The houses in the Rockland County territory were discovered through an 
intensive search of the roads shown on Erskine’s Revolutionary maps. The early 
owners were determined with the aid of local residents and historians and the 
perusal of maps, and the genealogy of the families compiled from the church records, 
The author is indebted to Wilfred Blanch Talman for notes on the Smidt and 
Tallman families, to J. Elting Sloat for his Sneden family researches, to Louis L. 
Blauvelt for his extensive card index of the Blauvelt family, to M. Montgomery 
Maze for his study of the land records of lower Rockland County, and to George 
H. Budke for his generous and exact advice on numerous families and houses, also 
to Stanley V. Blauvelt, James V. Clarke, Frederick Demarest, P. L. Huested and 
Miss Emma J. Quidor for information concerning various regions. There was no 
published material available except for a few articles in the Rockland Record. 
Most of the photographs were taken in 1933 and a few in 1925, oon 
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House of Benjamin Benson 
Old King’s Highway, West Haverstraw 
PLATE 41 


The house stands on a large tract at the mouth of the Minisceongo Creek 
bought from the Indians by Balthazar De Harte; he sold a part to Nicholas Du 
Poins of New York City, who sold it Oct. 17, 1685 to Florus Willemse Crom. The 
latter immediately obtained a patent for 730 acres north of the creek, settled here 
and died in 1706. Although he ordered the farm at Haverstraw to be sold and the 
proceeds divided among his children, it passed intact to his son Willem Florus 
Crom, who left it to his six children. They divided it. The farm adjoining the creek 
on the north fell to Willem’s eldest son Dirck Crom, who sold it Oct. 20, 1737 to 
Matthew Benson; he sold it April 26, 1742 to John Allison, in whose family it 
remained, The 94 acre farm next but one north of the creek fell to Willem Crom’s 
daughter T'ryntie, wife of Paulus Yorkse. Thomas Mapes bought it, and sold the 
north half to John Alsop, who sold to Matthew Benson before 1757; the south 
half was sold by the heirs to John James, who sold to Benjamin Benson in 1757. 
The farm again became a unit, as Benjamin Benson inherited the north half from 
his father. 

The ancestor of the family, Dirck’ Bensingh, was a native of Groningen and 
emigrated via Amsterdam to New Amsterdam, where he bought a house in 1649: 
he soon removed to Ft. Orange (Albany), where he died Feb, 12, 1659. A son, Capt. 
Johannes’ Benssing or Benson, removed to a farm in the village of Harlem in 1696: 
by his wife Elizabeth Van Deusen, he had Matthew and nine other children. 
Matthew’ Benson, b. Jan. 5, 1693, died 1757-58, married Dec. 12, 1716 Elizabeth 
Bussing, married secondly Dec. 9, 1727 Hannah Edsall, widow of Gerrit De Groot, 
and had three sons and one daughter by his second wife. He was a cooper by trade. 
He sold his Harlem lands in 1730, removed to Bergen County and became a member 
of the Hackensack Church in 1731. It is possible he lived for a time on one of 
his purchases at Haverstraw (mentioned above) ; he became a vintner in New York 
City, and died in his house there on Dey Street. Matthew’s son Benjamin‘ Benson, 
b. Feb. 13, 1732 at Hackensack, d. Aug. 5, $779, married April 30, 1756 Catharine 
Deronda, and had six sons and four daughters: Joanna, Catherine, Charity, Matthew 
(1764-1843), Henry, Benjamin (1768-1823), Jacob, Maria, William and Abraham, 
who were probably born on the Haverstraw farm, or possibly in the Dey Street home. 
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Benjamin‘ Benson was a Revolutionary soldier, a signer of the Articles of 
Association and a member of the Committee on Correspondence, He was shot and 
killed by some British spies here at his Haverstraw farm. 

Benjamin Benson probably built the present stone house about the time of 
his purchase of the property in 17573 he is the first known owner of the house, The 
farm was in the possession of the Benson family at the time of the Revolution and 
in 1790, when a map was made of the Crom Patent. Lossing probably refers to this 
house when he mentions stopping overnight in 1848 at the tavern of Mr. Benson 
near Sampsonville, about three miles below Stony Point and two miles from 
Haverstraw. 

The old King’s Highway went north from Tappan, crossed the mountains at 
the Long Clove, and followed a tortuous course through the lowlands of Haverstraw 
and West Haverstraw; a quarter of a mile above the Minisceongo Creek it turned 
sharply west for a short distance, and then progressed northwards toward Stony 
Point. The house stands on the old King’s Highway in the southwest corner formed 
by this westward turn; to the west is the present West Haverstraw railway station. 


House of Hendrick Gerritsen Blauvelt 
Blauvelt 
PLATE 42 


A stone in the front wall of the house bears the date 17103 it is the oldest of 
the existing Blauvelt houses, and has been gutted by fire since the photograph was 
taken in 1925, For many years the lands of the Tappan Patent were held in common 
by the patentees. Early settlements were made at three centers, the most northerly 
being known as Jan Claus’ land (after an Indian of the vicinity), later called 
Greenbush, now Blauvelt and Orangeburg. The lines of allotment in the division 
of the patent are not clear at this point, but it is probable that this was the location 
of Hendrick Blauvelt’s 50 acre purchase in 1709: it is considered that he was the 
builder of this house at Clausland in 1710, 

His father Gerrit Hendricksen’ was born at Deventer in Overyssel and worked 
as a shoemaker in Nykerk. At the age of fifteen, he emigrated in 1637 on the Key 
of Kalmar, under a six year contract with Kilian Van Rensselaer as a tobacco 
raiser or farm hand. He soon removed to New Amsterdam, where on May 7, 1646 
he married Marretje Lamberts Moll, whose father owned a shipyard there. On 
Dec, 6, 1646 he obtained a grant of 25 morgens, a tract on the east side of the 
Bouwery Road extending to the East River, and settled here. He married secondly 
on Oct. 22, 1679 Josyntie Thomas, widow of Pieter Wesselszen, and died 1683-84. 
Seven of his fourteen children by his first marriage survived him, and all removed 
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to Tappan. His widow and their daughter Elizabeth remained in New York City. 
The eldest surviving son was Hendrick Gerritsen’ Blauvelt, b. Sept. 30, 1654, 
married Sept. 20, 1673 Marretje Josephs Waldron, and had ten children: Marretje, 
Marretje, John, Harman, Gerrit, Annatje, Joseph, Abraham, Isaac and Daniel. 
Although not a patentee, he was one of the first to remove from Bouwery Village 
to the Tappan Patent, and settled here late in 1683. His first habitation was probably 
a rude temporary structure; it was not until he was fifty-six years of age that he 
built the present stone house in 17/0, He joined the newly organized Tappan 
Church in 1695, served on the first grand jury of Orange County, was a tax collector, 
and head of a family in Orangetown in the Census of 1702. The later ownership 
of the house is not known. It may have been inherited by Hendrick’s eldest (sur- 
viving?) son Harman’ Blauvelt of Tappan, b. April 3, 1681, married April 1704 
Sarah De Pew, daughter of Francois Du Puy of Flatbush, and had eight children. 
A resident of Tappan, Harman married secondly at Tarrytown Oct. 10, 1730, 
Catharina Ecker(son), widow of Nicholas de Vouw. The house is marked but 
unnamed on Erskine’s Revolutionary map. In 1876 the owner was T. Dinan, and 
its present owner is a Mr. Dinan of Brooklyn. 

The house overlooks the Sparkill (creek), the King’s Highway beyond and 
the new state highway. It stands east of the railway on the north side of a crossroad, 
which formed part of the Revolutionary road northward to Clarksville. It is south 
of the village of Blauvelt, nearer Orangeburg, in the region formerly known as . 


Clausland. 
House of Johannes Blauvelt, later Smith’s 


Blauvelt 
PLATE 43 


This house was built in three units, each of about the same size. A stone on 
the front wall of the central portion is marked 1743. A stone on the western unit 


bears the inscription: 


LIB. MV.B. 
M.I. 24 
ANO 1752. 


These two units are similar, and are covered by one roof. The smaller east wing 


belongs to a slightly later period. 
Hendrick Blauvelt, builder of the house to the southward (plate 42), had a 


younger son named Joseph Hendrickse’ Blauvelt, bap. Nov. 20, 1687, d. 1733-39, 
married at Tappan Jan. J3, 1731 Elizabeth Van Dalsen. Joseph mentioned eight of 
their children in his will: Hannes the eldest, Hendrick, Frederick, Garret, Abraham, 
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Martha, Annatie and Altha. The eldest son was Johannes Joseph’ Blauvelt, b, 
Nov. 19, 1714, d. Oct. 2, 1789, married Sept. 28, 1737 Margrietje Smidt, b. July 6, 
1720, d. July 18, 1784, daughter of Cornelius Lambertsen Smidt, and granddaughter 
of Lambert Adrianse’ Smidt, one of the Tappan patentees and settlers (plate 58), 

Johannes Joseph and Margrietje (Smidt) Blauvelt undoubtedly built the 
first unit of the house, which was erected two years after their marriage; the 
inscription on the second unit states they were the builders of the west portion 
in 1752, He was First Major of the Orangetown Regiment of Orange Co. Militia, 
but appears to have lost his rank after that regiment was consolidated with the 
Haverstraw regiment; he served in the Revolution although over sixty years of 
age. He and his wife lie buried in the Clausland cemetery. Their children were: 
Joseph, Catharina, Elizabeth, Maria, Cornelius, Anatye, Margrietje, Johannes and 
Vrowtye. The eldest daughter Catharina, b. 1743, was the second wife of Harmanus 
Tallman, whose father Douwe was bayonetted by the Tories at Closter. They lived 
with his father-in-law, and thither came their son Major Peter Tallman to recover 
from a wound received on a Jersey battlefield. Johannes’ and Margrietje’s youngest 
son was Johannes J.’ Blauvelt, b. May 13, 1758, d. March 28, 1811; married 
Clausha Blanch, b. Jan, 23, 1763, d. Dec. 6, 1842, and buried with her husband at 
Sickeltown (Nauraushaun) ; her father was Col. Thomas Blanch, an active member 
of the militia during the Revolution, whose house formerly stood on the creek 
north of Closter village and west of the railway. The Blauvelt house was inherited 
jointly by Johannes’ and Clausha’s two daughters, Margrietje’ Blauvelt, wife of 
Honshy Haring, and Aefie’ Blauvelt, b. July 21, 1785, d. Nov. 29, 1848, wife of 
John J. Smith, b. June 22, 1777, d. Nov. 13, 1848. He was the son of Major John 
Smith of Germonds (plate 60). The last in the family to own the house was their 
son John De Windt Smith, b. Feb. 23, 1806, d. Sept. 29, 18713, married May 2, 
1832 Eleanor Cornelison Blauvelt, b. Dec. 14, 1808, d. Feb. 5, 1850, married secondly 
Martha Griffith, who survived and died in 1892. John De Windt Smith removed to 
Nyack shortly before his death, and the house was probably sold at this time. The 
owner in 1876 was John W. Moison, from whom it descended to his son Courtney, 
and then to his son Emmett Moison of Blauvelt; he is the present owner and rents it. 

The house is north and west of the village of Blauvelt; it is near the Erie 
Railroad, on the north side of a crossroad, between Gerret Blauvelt’s house (plate 
44) on the West Nyack Road and Nauraushaun. The photograph was taken in 
1925. The house is fast falling into ruin, and may not last many more winters. 
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House of Johannes Blauvelt 
Blauvelt Road, Blauvelt 


The builder of this house was a second cousin of the Johannes Blauvelt who 
built the house north of the village (plate 43), and must not be confused with him. 
Abraham Gerritsen’ Blauvelt, b, June 17, 1663, was a younger brother of Hendrick 
Blauvelt of Clausland (plate 42). Their two eldest brothers, Johannes and Huybert, 
were among the sixteen original patentees of Tappan; Abraham also became a 
patentee later in life, by purchasing a half-right of Adriaen Lambertsen Smidt in 
$700, and another half-right from the heirs of Cornelius Adriaensen Smidt in 
$734; these and other land purchases amounted to about 1,000 acres, situated 
partly at Old Tappan and Harrington Park. He lived at Tappan, was chosen 
assessor, and a deacon and elder of the Tappan Church, and died between 17313 and 
$753. By his wife Margrietje Minnelay, whom he married April 8, 1691, he 
had five sons and five daughters, She had married as her first husband, Harmen 
Douwesen Tallman, patentee of Nyack (see plate 64). One of the elder sons was 
Jacob’ Blauvelt of Orangetown, b. about 1693, d. 1774-79, married Jan. 12, 1715 
Pieterje Haring, bap. April 15, 1696, daughter of Pieter Haring and Marerietje 
Bogart. Jacob settled on the farm of 50 morgens bought by his father in 1714 from 
Hendrick Van Campen and his wife Derricke Smidt, which she had inherited from 
her father Cornelius Smidt. In his will Jacob mentioned his sons Johannes and 
Peter, his daughter Elizabeth wife of Peter Perrie (brother of Isaac Perry—see 
infra), and the children of his three deceased sons, Abraham, Jacob and Isaac, 

The youngest son was Johannes J.’ Blauvelt, b. March 20, 1735, d. March 26, 
1815, married Antje Blanch, d, June }, 1810, He built the south unit of the present 
house on his father’s farm about 1755, He was probably the Johannes Jac, Blauvelt 

who was Captain of the Orangetown Company of Minute Men in 1776. In his will 
dated 1806, he divided his 276 acres between his two sons: Jacob J.. b. Mar. 31, 
1757, married Rachel Demarest, and Richard, b. May 5, 1759, d, Sept. 20, 1827, 
This Richard’ Blauvelt was a Judge of Public Affairs: on April 16, 1781 he 
married Sarah Van Dolsen, d. Feb. 16, 1857 aged 96 years, 8 months, 14 days. Of 
their three children, John, Gitty and Richard, the youngest was Richard R. 
Blauvelt, b. May 18, 1787, d. May 26, 1837, married April 12, 1809 Margaret Clark, 
d. Sept. 1, 1873 aged 85 years, 6 months, 30 days; they lie buried at Orangeburg 
with his parents and grandparents. Their daughter Maria Ann’ Blauvelt, b. Dec, 
19, 1814, d, Feb. 2, 1903, received the ancestral homestead. On April 25, 1837 she 
married a distant cousin, Isaac Blauvelt of Piermont, b. Sept. 10, 1810, d. 1885, 
son of James and Letty Blauvelt, and a descendant of Isaac, another son of the 
above Abraham Gerrits’ Blauvelt. Their son James’ Blauvelt, b, May 3, 1840, d, 
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Aug. 20, 1898, married Sept. 26, 1861 Catharine Ferdon, and had two daughters: 
Mary Adelaide, whose marriage took place in this house in 1886, and Effie, who 
placed her family record at the author’s disposal. James Blauvelt built the frame 
north wing about 1862, shortly after his marriage, and remodelled the house 
shortly after his father’s death in 1885; James ran a stock farm and raised horses 
here. In 1892-93 he sold the house and farm of about 130 acres to Mr. Larkins of 
New York City. It was occupied by Mr. Larkins’ daughter Mrs. Cunningham, and 
later inherited by a daughter Mrs. Daley. It was finally sold to the Broadacres Estate, 
and purchased a few years ago by John Derfuss, the present owner. 

The house is in three units. The south wing is small, it is built of dressed red 
sandstone with a gable roof; it was erected about 1755, and is shown on the Revo- 
lutionary map. The main house, of stone and frame, was built at some period after 
this war; at that time or shortly later, the roof on the small wing was raised and a 
frame half-story added. The frame north wing was built about 1862, The first house 
on the property was the home of Jacob and Pieterje; it was a log cabin located 
between the present house and barn, and was built about the trunk of a huge tree, 
this trunk serving as a table. The house stands on the west side of the main road in 
the village of Blauvelt, south of the railway and north of the Convent. 


House of Gerret Blauvelt 
Road to West Nyack, Blauvelt 
PLATE 44 


On Feb. 24, 1763 Elizabeth Blauvelt of Orange Township, County of Orange, 
widow of Joseph Blauvelt, deceased, and their son Abraham Blauvelt, yeoman, for 
a consideration of £8, deeded four acres to her son Gerret Joseph Blauvelt, weavers 
to be laid so as to include “the house which the said Gerret Joseph is yet going to 
build,” and also the existing house, barn, well, orchard, and other buildings already 
in his possession. Thus we know that the present stone house was built in or about 
1763; it was preceded by a log cabin located about 300 feet north on the corners 
which was the first home of Gerret Blauvelt. The builder of the house was the 
youngest son of Joseph Blauvelt and Elizabeth Van Dalsen; in his will of 733, 
Joseph named all his family and specifically left half of his farm on the Demarest 
Kill (i.e., Hackensack River) to his son Abraham. The eldest son was Johannes 
Blauvelt, builder of the house on the lane nearby (plate 43). It is interesting to 
compare the houses of the two brothers. As Gerret did not build his permanent 
home until nine years after his marriage, he planned a house large enough to contain 
all his children, while Johannes built his in two separate units as his family grew ™ 
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numbers; the two houses are quite similar in size, but that of Johannes is more 
primitive. 

Gerret Joseph‘ Blauvelt, b. Jan. 4, 1731, d. July 28, 1810 aged 79 years, 6 
months, 24 days, married Sept. 8, 1754 Elizabeth Mabie, d. Feb. 5, 1826 aged 92 
years, JQ months, 5 days, probably the daughter of Johannes and Susanna Mabie. 
Gerret and Elizabeth are only known to have had four children: Elizabeth, Johannes, 
Joseph and Abraham, The youngest was but a child at the time of the Revolution; 
his grandson (John Calvin Blauvelt 1823-1921) used to relate how he was placed 
in front of the closed stairway when the British invaded the house on a raid, that 
they vented their spleen in smashing a mirror, and did not bother to disturb the 
child, behind whom the family treasures were hidden. This child, Abraham G.° 
Blauvelt, b. Dec. 26, 1769, d. Feb. 24, 1850 aged 81 years, married June 8, 1792 
Elizabeth, daughter of John I. Blauvelt, d. Jan. 27, 1860 aged 85 years; they 
remained in the family home. Their son John A.’ Blauvelt, b. Feb. 28, 1797, d. 
Jan. 14, 1875 aged 78 years, 10 months, 14 days, was a scholar and teacher of 
Greenbush (the general name for this locality). He married Catharine (1797-1881), 
daughter of David J. Blauvelt. Their son John Calvin’ Blauvelt (1823-1921) was 
born here but at the age of one year moved to a stone house one mile northward (built 
$799) which was later given him by his parents. Another son Abraham Thompson’ 
Blauvelt, b. about 1818, d. Nov. 13, 1886 aged 68 years, made his home in the 
ancestral Gerret Blauvelt homestead. He married Mary Ann Blauvelt, d. Aug. 10, 
1879 aged 59 years. The family papers of their daughter Catharine Elizabeth were 
placed at the author’s disposal by her son P. L. Huested, who owns the original 
deed quoted above. Abraham’s son John Melancthon’ Blauvelt, d. March 20, 1887 
aged 32 years, 6 months, J6 days, was the last member of the family to own and 
reside in the homestead. His widow, Nettie Burr, sold the house July 23, 1900, to 
David F, Moody. On Oct. 24, 1919 he sold it to I, Spencer Graham, the present 
owner, who is a descendant of the Lent family and a former owner of the Lent 
house (plate 53). The builders of the house lie buried at Orangeburg, while the 
later owners are all interred at Blauvelt. 

This house is a good example of the eighteenth century Dutch house in its 
Original condition; it is in good preservation, yet has never been remodelled, nor 
altered with porches and dormers. Thus its proportions and unbroken roofline stand 
forth, Remains of whitewash on the house-end suggest that there may once have 
been a small wing. Another view is shown in the vignette. The house is north of the 
village of Blauvelt, on the east side of the road to West Nyack. It stands on a hill at 
a jog of the old road, which has recently been straightened so the house is no longer 
on the main highway. 
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Blauvelt—Secor House 
Phillips Hill Road, New City 
PLATE 45 


This house probably dates from the second quarter of the eighteenth century. 
It stands on Lot No. J of the North Moiety of the Kakiat Patent. This moiety had 
been sold to a group of men from Hempstead, Long Island, who took steps for its 
division and survey in 1713, The region became known as Kakiat or New Hemp- 
stead. The western part of the moiety was settled by these men of English descent; 
the eastern part was also apportioned to them but soon passed into the hands of 
Dutch settlers. The earliest owner of this house, known to an old resident of the 
locality, was Peter Blauvelt, b. Oct. 28, 1774, d. April 8, 1850 aged 75 years, 5 
months, J} days, and his wife Maria Van Houten. He was the son of Johannes 
Blauvelt, b. July 30, 1745, d. Jan, {5, 1830 aged 84 years, 5 months, 16 days, and 
his wife Catharine Tallman. Both generations lie interred at New City, so it is 
probable that Johannes owned the house before Peter, In all likelihood the house 
was built by the father of Johannes Blauvelt, but his parentage is undetermined, 
He came of the same stock as the Blauvelts of Tappan Patent. Peter and Maria 
Blauvelt had a daughter Trina, b, March 13, 1796, who lived here with her husband. 
The 106 acre farm passed into the hands of the Wood family, and then to George D. 
and Edward Secor, who were the owners in 1876. George inherited his brother’s 
share, but willed the farm to Edward’s daughter, Mrs. Brownsell: it is now owned 
by Walter Brownsell. 

The house stands on the north side of the Phillips Hill Road near the Road to 
Haverstraw. It is one and a half miles north of New City. 


Blauvelt—Lane House 
Haverstraw Road, New City 
PLATE 46 


This house was undoubtedly built by a member of the Blauvelt family in the 
third quarter of the eighteenth century. It stands on Lot No. 5 of the North Moiety 
of the Kakiat Patent, a tract of 300 acres which was allotted to William Campbell of 
Haverstraw. He sold the tract on May 9, 1741 for £100 to Jacob A. Blauvelt of Tap- 
pan. This Jacob’ Blauvelt and his wife Pieterje Haring lived on a farm in the present 
village of Blauvelt in Tappan Patent, in a house later superseded by the existing 
stone house built by their son Johannes (see supra). In May 1753 Jacob sold the 
north half of his 300 acre purchase to his eldest son Jacob J.* Blauvelt; his descend- 
ants still reside here in a red brick house built in 1830. The south half of the tract (on 
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which the house in question stands) was presumably deeded or willed to another of 
Jacob’s numerous sons, The earliest owner's, remembered by an old resident, were a 
brother and two sisters: Jacob Blauvelt, b. June 19, 1789, married Ann, daughter of 
Jacob Wood; Maria Blauvelt, b. Sept. 4, 1799, married in 1817 Jabez, son of Jacob 
Wood; Elizabeth Van Orden Blauvelt, b, May 23, 1809, married in 1824 John, son of 
Samuel De Baan, It is logical to presume that they were joint inheritors of their 
father’s farm, They were the children of Isaac Blauvelt and Annetje Hennion, both 
residents of New Hempstead (the early name of this region) at the time of their 
marriage Dec. 18, 1788. The house was probably built by Isaac Blauvelt’s father: 
his name is unknown, but he was undoubtedly a grandson of Jacob Blauvelt, the 
purchaser of the tract. 

The house was later owned by the Lane family, father and son, and the 
brother-in-law John Schroeder. It passed through several hands, and is now owned 
by W. C. Christie. It stands in the fields one and a half miles north of New City, 
on the road to Haverstraw locally called The Street. The use of lintels over the 


door and windows suggests that the house was built later in the eighteenth century 
than the other stone houses in the vicinity, 


Blauvelt—Hogencamp House 
Old Brewery Road, near New City 
PLATE 47 


Little is known of the history of this house. According to an old resident, it 
was owned by a Jacobus Blauvelt about the end of the eighteenth or beginning of 
the nineteenth century; he willed it to his daughter, wife of John Everett Hogen- 
camp (J. E, Hogenkamp was the owner in 1876), and she willed it to her son-in-law 
Everett Fowler, and it is now owned by his son John Fowler. Jacobus Blauvelt 
was of course descended from the Blauvelt family of Tappan, but his lineage is 
undetermined. The house is now rented to a family named Goetschius, It stands 
on the east side of the Old Brewery Road, about one mile southeast of New City 
as the crow flies. At some early period in its history the house was considerably 
deepened, thus altering the line of the chimney, and a wide gable roof placed over 
the whole. Originally it probably resembled the narrow houses of the neighborhood. 


House of Michael Cornelison 
Cornelison Point, South Nyack 


The house stands on the shore of the Hudson River at Cornelison Point. Built 
in 1770, it was a large, recently erected stone house at the time of the Revolution, 
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and was often the target for the enemy’s fire as the British ships sailed up the 
Hudson, Early in the war the enemy occupied it for a short time. 

A tract of 640 acres in this locality was patented in 1671 to Claes 
Jansen’ (Kuyper) van Purmarent; he was a resident of Ahasymus (part of Jersey 
City). As he died intestate, all his property devolved upon his eldest son, Cornelius 
Claesen* Kuyper, in accordance with the English law. In the settlement of his 
father’s estate, he deeded the South Nyack portion of the patent to his younger 
brother John Claesen* Kuyper, who settled on Cornelison Point and built the first 
house here, near the present one. His son Claes Jansen’ Kuyper married Lena 
Westervelt, and their daughter Catharine‘ Kuyper, b. March 3, 1731, married 
Michael Cornelison, Sr, on March 23, 1751. In 1765 Michael Cornelison bought out 
the other heirs of his father-in-law, and in 1770 built the present stone house. His 
daughter Eleanor Cornelison married Teunis Smith: their daughter Mary Louise 
Smith married John Laurence Salisbury, whose ancestors came from Blenheim in 
Austria, Although there have been sons in each generation, the house has passed 
down in the female line, The present owners are John Salisbury’s two daughters, 
the Misses Jennie Smith and Louisa Dean Salisbury. 

The house is a large two story stone building, Its proportions are marred by its 
present heavy gambrel roof. The house is situated on a bluff and commands a 
beautiful view of that part of the Hudson known as the Tappan Zee. The shore 
road curves around and behind it to Piermont Avenue in South Nyack. 


House of Tunis Cuyper, later Van Houten’s 
Sickeltown Road, Nauruashaun, Orangetown 


This house stands on the Expense Lot of the Kakiat Patent, which was set 
off and sold to pay the expenses of the division in 1713, It was a 3000 acre tract, 
two-thirds of which was bought by Capt. Cornelius Claesen* Kuyper on March 6, 
1714, He was a large landowner and prominent personage in Rockland County. 
He lived at Upper Nyack where he died in 1731 (see plate 80). At his death he 
willed to his eldest son Tunise 330 acres at Fiuken, the name evidently then applied 
to this southern portion of the Kakiat Patent in the interior back of Tappan. Tunise 
or Tunis’ Cuyper, born at the Wallabout, Long Island, bap. April 8, 1685, settled 
on the tract inherited from his father and in 1732 built here a typical one and a 
half story stone house. On April 26, 1718 he married Marritje, daughter of Abraham 
Blauvelt, and had many children, In his will, executed in 1757 and probated in 
1767, he styled himself a resident of Naringshaw, and mentioned his wife, his sons 
Cornelius, Abraham, and Tunis, his daughters Altje and Maritje Terneur, and his 
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granddaughter Grietie the daughter of Grietie. The son Cornelius lived in this 
vicinity at Sickeltown and was the father-in-law of William Sickels, Revolutionary 
owner of a house nearby (plate 57). The son Tunis built a short distance west of 
his father’s at the foot of the road to Pearl River. It is a stone house now disfigured 
by a heavy mansard roof, and is known as the MacKenzie house. The remaining 
son inherited the father’s house, He was Abraham‘ Cooper, b. June 6, 1725, d. 
July 14, 1797 and lies buried at Sickeltown. On April 7, 1750 he married Sarah, 
daughter of Abraham Blauvelt, b, July 27, 1729, d. Sept. 24, 1820, and buried with 
her husband. They had two daughters and two sons. The house was sold to the 
Van Houten family early in the nineteenth century. ) 

Claus R.’ Van Houten lived in a stone house on the bank of the Hackensack 
River near New City (see infra). Among his children was Rulef C.° Van Houten, 
b. April 23, 1779 in his father’s home, d. Aug. 13, 1866 aged 87 years, and lies buried 
at Sickeltown. On Nov. 14, 1800 he married Sarah Sickels, b. Dec, 22, 1780, d. 
July 13, 1857 and was buried with her husband. She was one of the daughters of 
Squire William Sickels of Sickeltown (plate 57). They settled in New York City 
in $800 where he pursued the trade of wheelwright. In 1812 they moved to Orange- 
ville not far from her father’s, and purchased 13 acres, a saw mill and a grist mill, 
later becoming the owners of 250 acres in the township, The place came to be called 
Van Houten’s Mills and is now again known as Nauraushaun. They bought the 
Cooper house here and considerably remodelled it, adding a second story in 1832, 
They had three children: John R,, b. 1803 in New York City, lived at Orangeville 
until 1865, d, 1881 at Nyack; William S., b. 1806, d. 1828; and George, b. June 9, 
1814, d. Aug. 15, 1895, buried at Sickeltown. George succeeded to his father’s mill 
business, The house is still owned by the family and is now in the possession of 
Morris Van Houten, 

The house has marked pictorial quality and beauty of line but it is not typical 
of the pre-revolutionary Dutch houses. Little of the rough stonework of 1732 
temains, The walls have been relaid in tooled blocks and carried up a second story. 
The gambrel roof has curved overhanging eaves. A dated stone on the south wall 
records the date of the rebuilding. The house stands on the south side of the Sickel- 
town Road at the bend of the road near the foot of the hill. The Sickeltown Road 
led from the old Dutch church at Clarkstown south through West Nyack and 
Sickeltown to Nauraushaun, up the hill, and southward again towards the Old 
Tappan settlement. Klaes? Van Houten, great-grandfather of Rulef C.* Van Houten, 
may have been the builder of the old Van Houten home on the hill here. It was a 


Stone house no longer existing. 
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House of Daniel De Clark 


De Wint House; Washington’s Headquarters 
Tappan 
PLATE 48 


Although built by Daniel De Clark, the house soon passed out of his family’s 
possession and is generally known as the house of John De Wint, who was Wash- 
ington’s host, and whose descendants occupied it for over a century. Daniel De Clark 
(De Klerck) was born about 1654, as he stated in 1692 that he was about 38 years 
old, His early home was at Oostberg in the Netherlands. There his young son 
Jacobus was born and his wife Marie de Moll probably died. He emigrated to 
New York City, settling in the Bouwery Village, north of Wall Street, and joined 
the Dutch Church in December of 1684, He married his neighbor Grietje Cozyns, 
widow of Jan Pietersen Haring, on March 4, 1685, Haring had been the leader of 
the Bouwery villagers in purchasing a large tract on the Hudson River from the 
Tappan Indians, but died before the patent was obtained. Daniel De Clark took the 
place of his predecessor and became the leading man of the Tappan community, 
whither he removed in 1686-87. He was a brewer, captain of the militia, and a justice 
of the peace. He was a Leislerian adherent and was chosen a justice and a member 
of the Committee of Safety acting for Orange County in 1689, 

Daniel De Clark’s first home at Tappan no longer exists; it may have been the 
low west wing of the present house, which was stil! standing in 1850, As the leader 
of the young settlement he no doubt felt a more handsome house befitted him. The 
present house was built in 1700, of stone brought across the swamp from an outcrop 
on the Palisades, and of brick which is said to have been brought from Holland as 
ballast on the ships. The date {700 is worked in brickwork in large lettering across 
the front of the house (the second “0” can be seen in the photograph near the 
window). The very steep pitch of the roof is characteristic of this early period, and 
the ceilings are so low that special headroom had to be cut out for the grandfather’s 
clock, Note the “Indian hole” high up in the east gable end, a reconnoitering point 
in case of attack by savages. This is the only early brick house known to exist on 
the western shore: the widespread and generally false tradition that the bricks were 
brought from Holland is probably true in this instance; there would be no local 
brick kilns on the frontier at such an early date, and the leader of a settlement would 
probably go to the trouble and expense of building a more pretentious house than 
his neighbors, who used the local sandstone exclusively. The younger of his wife’s 
seven children were probably raised heres his own two children by the second mar- 
riage may have been born and died here, as they died in infancy. His son by his 
first marriage was Jacobus, b. at Oostberg, married at Tappan Oct. 16, $706 Annetje 
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Van Houten of Ahasimus, Daniel De Clark died intestate shortly before Nov. 16, 
1731, when his son Jacobus was appointed administrator. Jacobus evidently sold 
the house to settle his father’s estate. 

The house and farm of 200 acres were sold by Rem Remsen of Kings County 
for £675 on May J, 1746, to John De Wint of New York City. John De Wint was 
a wealthy man, owning a sugar plantation on the Island of St. Thomas in the 
West Indies, where he was born, He married Anna Kermer, and had eight children, 
the three eldest born in New York City, and the five others born in his new residence 
at Tappan. He was George Washington’s host here on four Separate occasions: 
Aug. 8-23, 1780, Sept. 28 to Oct. 7, 1780, May 5-8, 1783, Nov. 12-13, 1783. His 
second stay was the occasion of Major André’s trial and execution; Washington 
ordered the shutters closed on October 2nd so as to be spared the sight of the gallows 
on a nearby hill, In May, 1783 Washington held an interview here with Sir Guy 
Carleton, British Commander in Chief, after the signing of the Treaty of Paris, and 
he gave a dinner here for Carleton, the dinner being served by Sam Fraunces, the 
famous chef of the time, who was brought up from New York for the occasion, 

John De Wint died Nov. 7, 1795, willing his home to his eldest child Anna 
Maria, who lived with her father. Anna Maria De Wint, b. April 16, 1737 in New 
York City, married at Tappan Nov. 29, $753 Major Fredericus Blauvelt, d. May 9, 
1809 aged 81 years, 5 months, 6 days; at her death on June 22, 1805, the property 
passed by will to their only child Elizabeth Blauvelt, b. Jan. 14, 1755, d, June 4, 
1827. Jacobus De Clark and his wife Marretje, grandson and granddaughter-in-law 
of the builder of the house, acted as Elizabeth’s sponsors at her baptism in the 
Tappan Church, Elizabeth Blauvelt married Cornelius C, Mabie, b, March 17, 1754, 
d. March 6, 1843, son of Casparus Mabie, owner of the “1776 House” in Tappan at 
the time of the Revolution. Cornelius and Elizabeth Mabie sold the homestead and 
35 acres on Aug. 27, 1818 to Arthur and Ann Johnson of Paterson; the house came 
again into possession of the family when Ann Johnson, widow, sold the house to 
Samuel S. Verbryck on Aug. 14, 1850, Cornelius and Elizabeth Mabie’s daughter 
Anna Maria Mabie, b. Feb. 2, 1788, died at the age of 94 years, 1 month, 5 days, 
married first on Oct. 15, 1808 David J. Haring, and secondly on Dec, 24, 1814 
Samuel S. Verbryck, Jr. d. June 23, 1860 aged 72 years, 8 months, 23 days, a grand- 
son of the Rev. Samuel Verbryck of Tappan. After his purchase of his wife’s 
ancestral homestead in 1850, Verbryck demolished the kitchen stone wing (which 
may have been the original house), and built a two-story frame addition, They did 
not live here long, as they sold the house and 5 acres to De. 'T. Blanch Smith on Aug. 
30, 1858. The house has passed through various hands, William Rogers was the 


owner when the photograph was taken in 1925. 
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It has been purchased recently by a Masonic lodge, restored and opened to the 
public. The house has been painted white with the date brought out in black. The 
old windows have been removed. Crenellated woodwork along the edge of the over- 
hanging roof, which is typically Victorian in style and was no doubt added by the 
Johnsons, has been restored! The atmosphere of a private home has been completely 
destroyed by a large parking space near the building. Two sketches of the house 
made by Lossing can be seen in his 1776 or the War of Independence, p. 326, and 
in his Pictorial Field Book of the Revolution, v. |, p. 764. This account has been 
freely drawn from Budke’s article in the Rockland Record for 1930. 

The house stands on a fifty morgen lot confirmed to Daniel De Clark in the 
{704 division of the Tappan Patent. It was a short distance east of the King’s 
Highway which wound through the village of Tappan, and at the time of the 
Revolution was reached by a private lane across the Sparkill (creek). It stands in 
the south end of the village. 


De Pew House 
Haverstraw Road, New City 
PLATE 49 


This house stands on Lot No. 5 of the North Moiety of the Kakiat Patent, 
allotted to William Campbell in 1713. It was a 300 acre tract which was sold May 9, 
1741 by William Campbell of Haverstraw to Jacob A. Blauvelt of Tappan; he sold 
the north half of the tract to his son Jacob J. Blauvelt in May, 1753, describing the 
bounds as the headwaters of the Hackensack River and the lands of the De Pews 
and Van Houtens. The house in question stands on the south part of Lot No. 5. It 
was built at two separate times. The east unit is of a very early type of construction 
and may have been built by William Campbell between 1713 and 1741, since he 
was living at this time in Haverstraw Precinct, which in early days included the 
Kakiat Patent. Some time between 1741 and 1753 Jacob A, Blauvelt must have sold 
the property to his brother-in-law Peter Du Puw, although we have no record of 
the transaction, and it is probable that Peter Du Puw built the house at this time 
according to an early style. 

His grandfather, Francois Dupuis of Calais in France, emigrated to this country 
and married at Brooklyn Sept. 26, 1661 Geertje Williams of Amsterdam. He was 

one of the original inhabitants of Bushwick in 1661, later removed to Haverstraw 
where he took the oath of allegiance in 1687, and settled in Westchester County by 
1702, He had eight children by his first wife; in 1687-89 he married secondly Annie 
Elsten, mother of his youngest child, His eldest son Willem* Dupuis or Du Puw, b. 
about 1663 at Bushwick, removed as a young man to VerPlanck’s Point in Van 
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Cortlandt Manor, where he resided at the time of his marriage on Aug. 10, 1688 to 
Elizabeth White of Barbadoes. Among their seven children was Peter* Du Puw, 
bap. March 28, $703 at Tarrytown Church, married Elizabeth Blauvelt and had 
three sons, all baptized at Tappan Church, Abraham in 1729, Peter in 1732 and 
Isaac in 1740, Elizabeth Blauvelt, b. April JJ, 1705 at Tappan, was the daughter of 
Abraham Gerritsen’ Blauvelt; she had previously married on Oct. 5, 1723 Johannes 
Pietersen Haring, nephew of Cozyn Haring of Old Tappan (plate 89). Elizabeth’s 
brother Jacob A. Blauvelt lived on a farm in the present village of Blauvelt; he 
undoubtedly sold part of his Kakiat tract to his brother-in-law, who probably built 
and settled here in the 1740's. The eldest son Abraham! Du Puw, b. Jan. 6, 1729, is 
known to have owned the house. On Nov. 23, 1750 he married Rachel Blauvelt, 
both being recorded as residents of New Hempstead (i.c., Kakiat, now New City), 
and had several children, including Petrus, Elizabeth and Cornelis. Cornelis’ Depew, 
b. July 27, 1761, married Annatje Gerretse, and had two sons Garret and Abraham, 
and other children, Abraham‘ Du Puw (b. 1729) willed the house to his grandson 
Abraham C.’ De Pew (b. 1780). The latter’s brother Garret and wife Mary lived 
on the south side of the road in a stone house no longer standing. Since Abraham 
C, De Pew’s time, the house has changed hands frequently. In 1876 it was owned by 
Samuel De Baun Paul, then by his son Cornelius Paul, a journeyman. The present 
owner is Will B, Blauvelt, a florist. 

The east unit of the house, consisting of one room, door and chimney, was 
doubtless built in the 1740's or earlier; the west unit (shown in the photograph) was 
built during the Revolution about 1780, probably by Abraham Du Puw at the time 
of his son’s marriage. Examples of very early woodwork are to be seen in the interior; 
the enclosed stairway in the hall (part of the second unit) is interesting. The house is 
two miles north of New City; it stands on the north side of the road to Haverstraw, 
a half mile beyond the sharp turn eastward. The Blauvelt-Lane and Blauvelt-Secor 
houses (plates 45 and 46) are less than one mile nearer New City. 


House of Peter De Pew 
near the Hackensack River, Orangeburg 
PLATE 50 


igned the petition of inhabitants in the vicinity of 
Capea: cian ta mit gaint rt British marauders, The house is marked 
on Erskine’s Revolutionary map, and had been built a few years previously. Peter! 
De Pew, the owner, was undoubtedly the one who was baptized Dec. 17, 1732, son 
of Peter Du Puw and Elizabeth Blauvelt of Kakiat (plate 49). About 1758 he 
married Annetje Van Dalsen, d. Aug. 13, 1805, aged 72 years, 3 months, 21 days, 
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daughter of Johannes Van Dalsen and Dirckje Theunis Tallman, and had at least 
four children: Peter, Johannes, Bregje, and Theunis. As the three younger ones 
were baptized at the Clarkstown Church to the north, it is logical to presume that 
Pieter and Annetje continued to reside with his parents until after 1768, when they 
removed southwards and built east of Tappan. The eldest son Peter P.” De Pew, 
bap. Feb. 2, 1759 at Tappan, is said to have fought in the Revolution from Dutchess 
Co. Another Peter P.° De Pew, b. Oct. 12, 1782, d. Nov. 8, 1856, was undoubtedly 
his son and was the last of the family to reside here; a Peter P. De Pew (father or 
son?) sold some of the outlying property about 1810, describing it as a part of his 
father’s homestead land. The last Peter De Pew married at Tappan Nov. 23, 3800 
Margrietje De Pew, both being recorded as residents of Tappan. She was born 
Jan. 3, 1784, died March 24, 1856, and was buried with her husband in Tappan 
Cemetery. Their daughter Rachel De Pew, b. Oct. 13, 1802, married at Tappan 
April 1, 1820 Abram Lent Blanch and removed elsewhere. The house and farm 
was recently a part of the large Broadacres Estate. 

The property is now owned by the State of New York and is occupied by the 
Mitchells who work at the Rockland State Hospital nearby. They are interested in 
the history of the house and are attempting to restore it along the old lines (it was a 
mere shell when bought by the state). The house is a scant mile north of the state 
line, on the northeast side of the road to Old Tappan, on which the two Haring 
houses also stand (plates 90 and 91) south of the border. The road at this point is an 
unimportant lane, joining the Orangeburg Road north of the house and near the 


bridge over the Hackensack River. The house is over two miles west of the village 
of Orangeburg. 


De Pew—Holdrum House 
south of the Orangeburg Road, Orangeburg 


Like the one above, this house is also owned by the State of New York and 
inhabited by employees of the nearby State Hospital. It is very similar in style, 
although the stones on the end are more irregular in size; the roofline is unchanged, 
the lintels are of stone, and the old twelve-pane window sashes still remain, As it 
was occupied by the family until the present century, its original character is less 
changed than in the case of the former house, but it is in an unkempt condition and 
a satisfactory photograph could not be taken. The house is about one half mile east 


of the — a Pew — on a branch of the road to Old Tappan (now the more 
important highway of the two), and also immediatel south of th 
Road. Erskine did not survey this road, but the hous ; heme kee ae 


time of the Revolution by Isaac De Pew, was probably built about the 
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Isaac’ De Pew, b. March 25, 1740 at Tappan, d. April 30, 1823 aged 83 years, 
J month, 5 days,* was the youngest son of Peter Du Puw and Elizabeth Blauvelt of 
Kakiat (plate 49), and the youngest brother of Pieter De Pew, who built the house 
nearby (plate 50). As their grandfather, Abraham Gerritsen’ Blauvelt, owned a 
great deal of land in the vicinity of Old Tappan, the two brothers may have settled 
on land received from their mother. Isaac De Pew married Brechje or Bridget Smith, 
b. Dec. 22, 1746,* died Aug. 5, 1826,* daughter of Abraham Smidt and Maria Tall- 
man, and sister of Major John Smith, owner of the house at Germonds (plate 60). 
Their only son Abraham’ De Pew, b. July 3, 1768,* d. Aug. 1, 1833,* married 
Marritje or Martha Cooper, b. Sept. 18, 1774,* d. April 24, 1835,* These two genera- 
tions of De Pews lie buried at Orangeburg Cemetery. Their only child Elizabeth* 
De Pew, b. Dec. 16, 1809,* d. April 26, 1881,* married June 16, 1831* Cornelius J, 
Holdrum, b. June 6, 1806,* d. Dec. 10, 1871,* and had one daughter and three sons, 
Elizabeth De Pew inherited the house and continued to reside here as a widow. 
Her estate sold the property about 1900, Her husband was born at Old Tappan, son 
of James C, Holdrum, the grandson of William Holdrum of Pascack (plate 93). 


Eckerson House 
Old Post Road, Spring Valley 


The builder of this house is unknown. It stands on the large Vanderlinda tract, 
which was portioned off and sold at various times, When the present owners reroofed 
the house, they discovered a small book bound between boards, and published in 
$752, The house was probably built in the third quarter of the eighteenth century. 
The region was in early times known as Upper Pascack. There were members of 
the Eckerson family here and in adjoining localities in the late eighteenth century. 
The first known owner of the house is David D, Eckerson; his son Christian D. 
Eckerson died over thirty years ago at the age of 84; as he was born in the house 
the Eckerson family owned it at least as early as 1815, Whether David D. Eckerson 
bought or inherited the property is not known; but since two of his brothers owned 
adjoining houses (still standing and owned by Mrs, Catharine Hirsch, one to the 
south, and one on the hill to the west), it is probable that the whole tract once be- 
longed to their father, and that the houses were built rather than bought by the 
Eckersons. The family lineage is undetermined; it is possible that David D. Ecker- 
son was the David baptized Aug. 12, 1783 at Clarkstown Church, son of David 
Eckeson and Rachel Conkling. Christian D, Eckerson sold the house towards the 
end of the nineteenth century. The present owner is Leo Glasel. 

The curved roofline of this house has a beautiful sweep, but the character of 
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the house is marred by a porch on either side, built up of cobblestones. The Eckerson 
house further south on the road is also altered and is in poor condition; the Eckerson 
house on the hill has had a low frame story added, All three are of stone. The Ecker- 
son-Glasel house is about three miles south of Spring Valley; it is on the east side of 


the old Post Road, which becomes the Chestnut Ridge Road across the state border, 
half a mile to the south, 


Haner—Ryder House 
at the south end of Rockland Lake 
PLATE 51 


This is considered to be the second oldest house standing in Rockland County; 
it is only surpassed in age by the De Clark—De Wint house at Tappan, built in 1700. 
Unfortunately the first century of its ownership is lost in obscurity. It stands on the 
Ponds Patent granted to Marshall and Welch Sept. 2, 1694, Welch sold his share 
to John Hutchins, who obtained the south half of 2500 acres in the division of 1700. 
The house was built shortly after this date. John Hutchins almost lost his life in 
the Leisler Rebellion in New York City; he may have built the house and retired 
here for safety. In 1711 he sold 200 acres of the land on the west side of the lake to 
John Slawter, and some time afterward sold most if not all of his remaining land toa 
company of German settlers. The house is shown on a map of 1713, made by James 
Townsend, surveyor of the Kakiat Patent: it is illegibly marked “Haner hous” (?). 
Haner is a German family name, found among the Palatines who settled on Liv 
ston Manor in 17103; so it is possible that the 
of this house. 

When and how it came into the possession of the 
Our first definite conveyance of this plot is by deed of 
to his son John Ryder, Jr., in which the bounds are 
Smith on the southwest and of William Hoffman 
northeast lie the lands John Ryder bought from Ab 


bought by John Ryder in 1775; the previous owner Abner B 

Aug. 3, $772 from David, son of Jurry Hoffman; it was 39 ona the aller’ share 
bounded west by the Pond, south by Ephraim Terrell, north by John Ryder oad 
southwest by William Dobbs. Thus possibly William Dobbs was the owner of the 
house at the time of the Revolution: he may have acquired it from the Hoffmans 

who lived in this vicinity. Hermanus Hoffman was one of the early German sett! ; 
and owned a plantation or farm on the east side of Quaspeck Pond near the ay 
end; in his will of 1752 he left his son Jurry the north 106 acres of his farm and his 


ing- 
Haners were the first German occupants 


Ryder family is not known. 
May 3, 1800 from John Ryder 
described as the lands of John 
on the southeast, while on the 
ner Brush, The latter parcel was 
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eldest son Hermanus the south 106 acres of his farm. As the above deed showed that 
Jurry Hoffman owned northeast of the house, the farm willed to Hermanus Hoff- 
man, Jr., may have included the old house, but this is conjecture. John Ryder was 
a large landholder: on June 8, 1753 he bought 225 acres, the original share of Peter 
Geslar, the owners of adjoining lands including John Ryder; the village of Valley 
Cottage is on this tract and an old house called the Green House (because of its 
color) stands here on the King’s Highway by the river; it is much later in date and 
remodelled, 

The small whitewashed stone house is little more than a hut. It consists of three 
rooms, one downstairs and two upstairs, to which access is had by means of a ladder. 
The window casings and walls are over twenty inches thick, The house is at the 
southeast end of Rockland Lake (formerly Quaspeck Pond), and sets low in the 
bank (a short distance east of the new state highway) off the east side of the road to 
Valley Cottage. There is a beautiful spring of water near at hand. The present 
owner is Mrs. Francis X, Deering of New York City and Rockland Lake: the house 
is unoccupied. 


Haring House 
King’s Highway, Tappan 
PLATE 52 


Little is known of the early history of this house. It is marked on Erskine’s 
Revolutionary map, and was undoubtedly built a few years before the war. An old 
resident states that it was owned in the early 1870’s by a John Haring, who had 
three sons: Samuel, John and Isaac; they lost it, and it was sold by foreclosure to 
Roger Haddock, a successful Piermont grocer; then it was bought by a land pro- 
motion company, a Mr. Barnwell and Mr. Austin, the latter now President of the 
First National Bank of Sparkill; they sold it to John Collier, a lecturer, who finally 
sold it to the Standard Oil Co. of New York, who rent it to Italian tenants, The 
King’s Highway was rather circuitous in this locality; it came north across the state 
border to Tappan, then wound northeastward between the two branches of the 
Sparkill (creek) to Sparkill village, and finally took a northwesterly direction skirt- 
P tains to Orangeburg. The house is between Tappan and Sparkill, and 
ene Kine’s Highway on a knoll surrounded by low ground. It is on the 
meenphgnieen - King’s Highway and the new state highway. The house is a 
nen —pmenane brel type of Dutch architecture with the early type of 
ray — wr ae ts added to the house by the brick lintels. 
sloping dormer win ‘ 
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House of Abram Lent 
Road to Tappan, Orangeburg 
PLATE 53 


A stone records the erection of the house in 1752, It was built by or for Abram 
Lent. The ancestor of the family, Abraham de Ryck, was one of the earliest settlers 
in New Amsterdam. His son Ryck Abrahamsen’ van Lent obtained (with his 
brothers) a patent to land on the Hudson River in Westchester Co., which became 
known as Ryck’s Patent. His grandson Adolph‘ van Lent, b. $703 in Westchester 
Co., removed to Rockland County and married Claasje Haring, bap. June 3, 1733, 
daughter of Peter Janse Haring and Grietje Bogart; they had nine children baptized 
at Tappan from 1728 to 1753, including Peter who was a patriot of Dutchess Co., 
Jacobus (or James) and Abram who were loyalists. Adolph, the father, was evi- 
dently also a loyalist, as his property is said to have been confiscated. 

The eldest son Abram’ Lent, b. May 27, 1732, d. Oct. 29, 1813, aged 85 years 
and 5 months, built the house (or his father built it for him) the year before he was 
married. He and his wife were both residents of Tappan at the time of their marriage 
July 7, 1753; she was Sarah Haring, d. Aug. 30, 1807, aged 76 years and 8 months; 
both lie buried at Orangeburg. On Dec. 22, 1775 the Colony of New York issued 
a commission to Abram Lent of Orangetown as Colonel of the First Regiment of 
Militia of Foot of Orangetown; on March 23, 1776 he resigned, due to the blame 
and slander of some officer's in the regiment. A descendant states he was captured in 
Clinton by the British and made no effort to return, so he is presumed to have 
changed his allegiance. After the war he settled on the Tusket River in Nova Scotia 
with his brother, but returned to Rockland County. His son Peter’ Lent was the 
father of James’ Lent, who married at Tappan Aug, 21, 1808 Sarah Gisner, and 
had at least four children: Peter, Adolph, Maria and Ann, Ann’ Lent married Philip 
Graham who was of Scotch descent, and their son John William Graham was the 
father of I, Spencer Graham, The latter sold the house about 1916 to some cousins 
who did not keep it, and he sold the house out of the family about 1918 to the present 
owner, Morgan Stinemetz,. 

The house stands on a hill in the village of Orangeburg, on the east side of the 
road between the two railroad crossings. An unusual feature is the steep, gable roof 
used to cover a house of this depth. 


198 


HOUSES IN ROCKLAND COUNTY 


House of Jeremias Mabie 
Orangeburg Road, Nauraushaun, Orangetown 
PLATE 54 


This house stands on Lot No. 10 of the South Moiety of the Kakiat Patent, 
which was allotted to Lancaster Symes in the division of 1727, In some manner, this 
380 acre tract passed into the possession of Jeremias Mabie, who mentioned it in his 
will dated 1780. The house, which is shown on Erskkine’s Revolutionary map, was 
undoubtedly built by him, possibly about the time of his marriage in 1752. His 
ancestor Sergeant Caspar’ Mabille had emigrated to New Amsterdam before 1650; 
he came of a Huguenot family of Anjou, which had fled to Naarden in Holland 
where his son Pieter was born, Pieter Casparszen’ Mabille became a small burgher 
of New Amsterdam, and married Aechtje Jans, also from Naarden, widow of 
Abraham Willemszen, Their youngest son, Caspar Pietszen’ Mabie, bap. Feb. 15, 
1660, settled at Harlem and later at Closter, New Jersey. His son Peter* Mabie, bap. 
Dec. 26, 1689 at New York, d. 1769-72 in Orangetown, married at Hackensack 
June 19,1715 Katalintie Bogart; they removed to Tappan and became the ancestors 
of the Mabies of Rockland County. 

Their sixth child was Jeremias’ Mabie, b. Dec. 13, 1727 at Tappan, married 
there Feb. 9, 1752 Sara Blauvelt, b. Sept. 5, 1728, daughter of Johannes A. Blauvelt; 
two of her uncles were Jacob A. Blauvelt of the farm in Blauvelt and Peter Du Puw 
of Kakiat (plate 49). Jeremias and Sara had at least three daughters, Rachel, Cata- 
lyntie and Elizabeth; about 1783 their son-in-law Michael Salyer acquired the 
property. Elizabeth’ Mabie, b. April 23, 1761, married Michael Salyer, b. March 8, 
1757, d. April 9, 1810, son of Edward Salyer and Sara Turneur. Elizabeth had by 
him at least four daughters, Elizabeth, Mary, Sara, and Rachel; after his death, she 
married secondly Feb. 8, 1811, Teunis A. Cuyper, widower. Only the south half of 
Lot No. 10 was owned by Michael Salyer at the time of his decease; this property 
was divided in 1811; the house stood on Lot No. J of the partition and was allotted 
to the daughter Mary Salyer, b. Jan. J, 1791, married July 30, 1808 David Bogert. 
Mary Bogert later deeded the property to James Aymir, who in 1854 devised it to 
the children of Mary, wife of Tunis Blauvelt. In 1876 the house was owned by 
T. J. Blauvelt. The property has since changed hands frequently; the house is now 
owned by A. W. Hopper, and occupied by his son D, L. Hopper. 

The house stands on the west side of the Orangeburg Road, south of Convent 
Road, and is three miles west of the village of Orangeburg. It has recently been 
restored with good taste, although the addition of French windows and the very 
white repointing detract slightly from the original character. 
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House of Cornelius Meyers (?); Tavern of Casparus Mabie; 


The 1776 House; Andreé’s Prison 
King’s Highway, Tappan 


In the heart of Tappan still stands a stone house known far and wide as the 
“1776 House,” for what reason is not known, unless the date is symbolical for its 
Revolutionary history. The house was probably built by Cornelius Meyers, who 
sold it to Casparus Mabie in 1753 (Tompkins’ History). Casparus’ Mabie, b. April 
10, 1716 at Tappan, d. 1782-84, was the oldest child of Peter and Katalintie Mabie, 
and an older brother of Jeremias Mabie of Orangeville (plate 54). He kept the first 
tavern in Tappan village which became known as the Yost Mabie Tavern. On July 
17, 1775 was held the most important meeting of the locality (doubtless at this 
house), at which every man was called upon to declare allegiance to the cause of 
liberty. When Major André was captured later on in the war, he was sent to Tappan 
and lodged here at the house of Mr. Mabie; he was treated with the attention suit- 
able to his noble character and rank, and supplied with refreshment daily from 
General Washington’s table at his headquarters in the De Wint house nearby (plate 
48). As the courthouse had been burned recently, André’s trial took place in the 
Dutch church opposite; he was executed at noon on Oct, 2, 1780, and buried on a 
hillside back of the village. Casparus Mabie later sold his tavern to Frederick Blau- 
velt, who resold it in 1800. The tavern was kept by a Dupuy in 1823, when the 
British stopped here to obtain André’s remains for reburial in Westminster Abbey. 
Ata later date it was kept for a time by Abraham Snedeker (b. 1793) of Congers. 
The house stands on the west side of the main street of ‘Tappan, almost opposite the 
church, and is now run as a cheap refreshment stand. It is built of stone with a 
wide gable roof; it has been altered and is covered with billboards, so that its 
character is lost. 

Mann Houses 
Palisades 


There were three houses built by the Mann family at Rockland, now Palisades, 
but the two still existing were not erected until 1784 and 1793, Since the former is 
generally known as a pre-revolutionary house, a short account is given here to 
correct this impression. George’ Mann was one of the six children of David Mann, 
a mason, who lived in Seitzen, Wurtemburg, and died there in 1752, George came to 
America in 1753 with his widowed mother, Anne Margaret, and probably settled at 
Rockland immediately or shortly thereafter, as he was termed George Mann of 
Rockland in a deed of 1767. The land in this vicinity was a part of the Lockhart 


200 


HOUSES IN ROCKLAND COUNTY 


Patent of Feb, 20, 1685, It eventually passed into the possession of Mary Corbett 
and her husband Henry Ludlow, who sold it in parcels from time to time. 176 acres 
were purchased on Nov, 14, 1752 by Jonathan Hazard of New York, who in 1759 
disposed of the tract to James Lawrence of New York City, and he sold 98 acres 
in May, 1767 to George Mann of Rockland, The latter built a house on this tract and 
here all his six children were born. On May 9, 1772 he bought 32 acres more on his 
south border, being the hill land. It is on this hill property that he built the present 
house in 1784, according to Serviss’ map of 1874, The house is not on Erskine’s 
Revolutionary map. George Mann, b. 1735, d. 1806, had married Maria Cook 
Vincent, b. 1733, d. 1808, 

The 1784 house passed to their second son George * Mann, b, May 29, 1770, d. 
April 24, 1856. He married Helen Alvord and had eight children. The house was 
inherited by the son David G.’ Mann, b. May, 1803, d. May, 1873, married in 1834 
Margaret Riker, b. Sept., 1812, d. July, 1891. One of their six children was George 
W.* Mann, b. 1835, married Sarah Line and had four children. Their son Charles’ 
Mann continued to reside in the old homestead. By his wife Alice he had two sons 
David and Lindley. The house was sold by the family about 1870 to a land company 
and leased until it was purchased by the present owner, Dr. Henry Smith, 

This 1784 house is built along the pre-war lines but by a later method. The main 
unit is of dressed stone, carefully cut and laid, and is covered by a gable roof having 
an overhang. The early interior arrangement is followed, of two main rooms adjoin- 
ing each other, each with its separate outside door. A wing on the south end is simi- 
larly built but is smaller and lower; its east front has but one door and two windows. 
Early in the nineteenth century this wing was lengthened to half again its size with a 
frame unit carefully built to follow the original lines, and to this was added another 
small, very low wing. The house has been successfully restored recently. It faces 
east and stands on the south side of the Road to Sneden’s Landing, not far from the 
main highway. 

The 1793 house was built by the eldest son of the emigrant, David? Mann, b. 
Feb. 1768, d. 1852, married Catharine Lawrence and had seven children, He built 
the house in 1793 near the cow path. The members of his family were called the 
“Manns in the field” to distinguish them from the Manns in the village. Their first 
son George D.’ Mann, b. 1801, d, 1886, never married. Their second son David D.; 
Mann, b. March 10, 1805, d. March 24, 1897, married Eliza Powles. The house was 
inherited by the latter’s son David’ Mann, b, 1842, married Alester Mabie. Their 
only son George’ Mann married Margretta Wahrenberger but had no children. This 
George Mann sold the {793 homestead in 192, and moved to Tappan with his wife 


and mother. The house is now empty. 
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Oblenis House 
Sickeltown Road, West Nyack 
PLATE 54 


This house and two adjoining it on the south are shown on Erskine’s Revolu- 
tionary map, but the owners are not named; they stand on the Oblenis tract and 
were doubtless built by various Oblenis sons, Joost’ Van Oblenis emigrated and pur- 
chased land in Harlem in 1663, but soon returned to the old country. His son Joost’ 
Van Oblenis, b, 1640 in Holland, d. 1706, settled at Harlem where he wasa patentee; 
he married Maria Sammis in 1661 and had six children, Their son Hendrick’ 
Oblenis, bap. Feb. 18, 1672, d. 1745, married Aug. 28, 1692 Jannetie, daughter of 
John Tibout; they removed to his purchase in the Kakiat Patent. By deed dated 
Dec, 31, 1732 Hendrick Oblenis, yeoman of Harlem in New York, bought from 


Thomas Clark, merchant of New York City, 800 acres of land in the Kakiat Patent, 
known as Lots No. JJ and No. 


12, extending from the north boundary of the Ex- 
pense Lot to the south boundary of Emil Kline’s farm 1% miles to the north, and 
extending one mile west from Demarest Kill, In more modern parlance, this tract 
extended from Nauraushaun (Sickeltown, or the Expense Lot) northward beyond 
West Nyack Four Corners (formerly Oblenis Corners), and lay west of the Hack- 
ensack River (Demarest Kill), Hendrick Oblenis settled on this tract with some of 
his seven children, He was succeeded by his son Peter! Oblenis, d. 1763-64, married 
on April 10, 1731 Sarah, daughter of Barent Nagel, the patentee of Closter and 
sister of John Nagel of Closter (plate 97). Peter willed the north part of his vo ert 
at New Hempstead (i.c., Kakiat) with house and barn to his son Hendrick, already 
in possession, and the south part with house and barn to his unmarried son Jelitn. ° 

The elder son Hendrick’ Oblenis, b, April 5, 1732, g, Dec, 14, 1815 fed 
Jan. 3, 1757 Antie Lydecker and had seve children, married anal Phas : ars 
Catrina Blauvelt, and thirdly Bridget De Clark. At least three of H 4 ick’s child 
lived on the Oblenis tract : Peter? Oblenis (1759. Ta etl 


1831 _ 
ing the original one, which is (or wag roliaty ) occupied a farmhouse adjoin- 


Garret’ Oblenis (1760-1839) had a house on the Sen ok eye modernized; 
preservation; Maria Oblenis (b. 1762) married or recently) in good 


the mother of the J. J. Demarest who owned 10 bee mares and was probably 
one in question) in 1876. John Van Houten (who may on e tract (south of the 
relative) removed the original stone house of Hendrick? Opt avai not have been a 
the present brick building (south of the Demarest houses Wee in 3838, and built 
Houten estate in 1876). Three houses stood at the time at a. on by the M. Van 
distance of a quarter of a mile, and four houses in { 876. The a be evolution Within a 
202 _ description of the 
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houses is taken from Tompkins’ History of Rockland Co.; it is difficult at this late 
date to assign each house to its owner, without a thorough search of the land records. 
It is scarcely likely that Garret (b. 1760) would have erected such a spacious house 
by 3778, when he was only eighteen years old, but his home may have been built 
by his father Hendrick and eventually inherited by him. As the house in question 
has been altered to such a small extent, and only recently, Tompkins’ description of 
the conditions of the houses points to its being Garret’s house “ in good preservation” 
rather than Peter’s house “modernized.” It is possible that the house stood on the 
southern tract inherited by their uncle John’ Oblenis, who later removed to Pennsyl- 
vania, but Tompkins makes no mention of the fact. The house inherited by John was 
probably the original Oblenis house. 

Lile and Otto were the owners of the property in 1876. The present owner, 
Mrs. Grace Welton Mallery, bought it about 1914; her husband’s great-uncle, Judge 
William Otto of Delaware, purchased it about sixty years ago (3870) from Mr. 
Nickerson; before then it was part of the Van Houten estate. 

This is one of the few frame houses in Rockland County known to have been 
built before the Revolution (or possibly in the first years of the war) 3 in both Rock- 
land and Bergen counties the native sandstone was used exclusively as it was near 
at hand, indeed it was often quarried from a pit on the property. Frame houses came 
into fashion after the war, and the large gambrel-roofed houses of the next fifty years 
were built of frame as often as stone. The construction of this house points to its 
being one of the earliest frame houses erected: the chimney foundation in the cellar 
is of an early eighteenth century type, the ceilings are low, the mantels simply deco- 
tated, and there is no architectural trim over the windows which was so characteristic 
of the post-war frame houses. The dormers are of course recent, and the roof of the 
south front has been raised and extended to cover the present large porch. The house 
is south of West Nyack Four Corners, and stands on the west side of the Sickeltown 
Road north of its junction with the road from Blauvelt. 


House of Isaac Perry, later Blauvelt’s 
Blue Hill Road, Nauraushaun, Orangetown 
PLATE 56 


This house was undoubtedly built by Isaac Perry to supersede an earlier house 
of his father’s. It stands on Lot No. 9 of the South Moiety of the Kakiat Patent, 
which was allotted to John MacEvers in the Division of 17273 he sold the tract 
March 13, 1728 to John Perry, who immediately settled here, building a house nearer 
the road than the present one. On MarchI7, 1686 in New York City, his father John 
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Perry, widower of Marie Thomas, married Saratie Jans, born in Gowanus, daughter 
of Jan Staats; they removed to Rockland County where he was high sheriff in 1703, 
Their family in 1702 consisted of their son John and three daughters; the widow 
Saratie Staats acted as sponsor to her grandson Peter in 1726 at the Tappan Church, 
The only son was John Perry, b. about 1695 in New York City, d. Sept. 18, 1767 at 
Tappan; on March J0, 1723 he married Catrina Styper, widow of Philip Serven, b. 
about 1689 at Wittsenlingen in Germany, d. Aug. 9, 1768; although the marriage 
took place in New York City, the banns were published at Tappan where they both 
resided. Shortly afterward he bought the above tract west of Tappan and settled 
here, raising a family of five sons: John, Peter, Isaac, Jacobus, and Daniel. He willed 
his property to these children, who released various portions to each other; Jacobus 
(or James) settled to the south on the state border, Peter lived at Harrington in 
New Jersey, and Isaac obtained the homestead. 

Isaac Perry, b. July 23, 1729 at Tappan, d. Dec. 27, 183, aged 82 years, 5 
months, 3 days, married Nov. 18, 1752 Margaret Haring; he built part of the present 
house, and at his death left the property to his daughter Catharine, a widow. Cath- 
arine Perry, b, Aug. 22, 1753, died shortly after her father on Feb, 23, 1813, and lies 
buried at Tappan Cemetery with her father and his mother. By her husband David 
Blauvelt she had a son David D. Blauvelt, b. 1777, married at Tappan Oct. 7, 1795 
Lenah Fowler, and had an only son Gilbert D. Blauvelt, b, April 28, 1807, d. 1877, 
married Nov. JJ, 1828 Marya Mabie. After his son’s marriage, David built the main 
house in 1830. The property eventually passed to Gilbert’s two daughters, the house 
standing on the portion which was allotted to the daughter Margaret, wife of 
Edward Lydecker. She sold the house about 1906-09 to Montgomery Maze, the 
present owner, 

A descendant, Mr, Lydecker, informs me that the original house on the prem- 
ises (that of John Perry) stood near the road. He also states that the west wing of 
the present house was the first unit erected in the eatly days before the Revolution, 
as well as the stone wing on the east (shown in the photograph) which was built 
somewhat later but before the war. The middle portion of the house was torn down 
about 1830, and the present frame structure connecting the two wings was erected 
at that time by David D. Blauvelt. Thus the first unit was probably built by Isaac 
Perry about the time of his marriage (1752), and the balance of the house at the 
time of his daughter’s marriage (about 1776). The house stands on the north side 
of the present Blue Hill Road, a short distance from the Flackensack River and the 
same distance from the state border it is three miles west of the village of Orange- 
burg. This road connected the Sickeltown settlement with the settlements on the 
Middletown Road. 
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House of Jacob Perry 


Convent Road, Nauraushaun, Orangetown 


Peter Perry (1726-1796), older brother of Isaac Perry (plate 56), bought the 
north half of Lot No. 10 from their neighbor Michael Salyer between 1783 and 1776 
(see plate 54), and may have built the west unit of the house at this time, although 
he may never have lived here as he died at Harrington. No house is shown here on 
the Revolutionary map. Peter married Elizabeth Blauvelt, b. 1729, daughter of 
Jacob and sister of Johannes Blauvelt, who built and lived nearby in Blauvelt village 
(see supra). Peter Perry willed this property to his son Jacob P. Perry, who built 
the east unit in 1801 (a stone is marked J. P. 1801) and died in 1839, leaving it to 
his son Jacob J. Perry (1802-1849). Although evidently built after the war, the 
house belongs to the pre-revolutionary period in its style; the east unit and the earlier 
west unit are identical, they are built of roughly dressed stone and covered by a steep 
gambrel roof with an overhang in front. The house has been lately carefully restored 
and modernized by its owner Mrs, C. H. Chester. It stands on the brow of the hill 
on Convent Road, north of the Isaac Perry and Jeremias Mabie houses. 


Perry—Horne House 
Middletown Road, Pear! River 


This house stands on Lot No. 42 of the South Moiety of the Kakiat Patent. 
The builder of the house is not known. An early undated sheepskin map, made after 
1713, shows a house over the state border at about this location; it is marked 
Waldron. The present house may have been built by this family but it belongs to a 
later period; it is similar in style to the Lent house built in 1752 (plate 53). At some 
later date it passed into the possession of the Perry family. The house, which was 
on the middle third of a homestead farm, was inherited by Margaret Perry, wife 
of Abraham Horne. Little more is known than this. It is said to have been in the 
Horne family for 150 years. J. Horne was the owner in 1876, Harold Dutcher of 
Newark, son-in-law of the last Horne owner, sold the place about 1908 to George 
Lange, who sold it in 1923 to Frederick Guterl, the present owner. The house is of 
stone with a wide gable roof. An unusual feature is the overhang of the roof, which 
extends around the north end as well as the two sides. The addition of windows, 
dormers, sun parlor and trellises completely mar the appearance of the exterior, and 
the interior has been entirely torn out. The house stands north of the state border, 


ona hill west of Middletown Road. 
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Sickels Houses 
Sickeltown Road, Nauraushaun, Orangetown 


Several houses of the Sickels family stand near each other on the Expense Lot 
of the Kakiat Patent. This patent was granted in 1696 to Honan and Hawdon; in 
743 they had the tract surveyed and divided between them. To pay the expenses of 
this division, they laid aside 1000 acres, known as the Expense Lot, which they sold, 
two-thirds to Capt. Cornelius Claesen Kuyper and one-third to Jonathan Seaman, on 
March 6, 1714, Cornelius Kuyper was an extensive landowner in Bergen and Rock- 
land Counties, and lived at Upper Nyack (see plate 80). Elizabeth Kuyper, wife of 
William Sickels, is believed to have inherited 100 acres at the north end of the 
Expense Lot; her son Robert Sickels eventually acquired most of the 1000 acres 
through various purchases. 

The family ancestor, Zacharias’ Sickels, came from Vienna in Austria: he went 
to Curacao as an adelborst (cadet) in the employ of the West India Company, and 
left there in 1655 with Stuyvesant, who stationed him at Ft. Orange (Albany) as a 
corporal; while there he was town herder, porter, crier and a carpenter: he followed 
his son Robert to New York in 1693, By his wife Anna Van Valkenberg, he had nine 
children, who settled in New York City, Harlem, Brooklyn and Bergen, His eldest 
son was Robert’ Sickels of Bergen, b. 1664 at Albany, d. Dec. 27, 1729 at Bergen, 
married Gertruy Rettenhaus and had eleven children. Their ninth son William: 
Sickels,.b. Oct. 26, 1704 at Bergen, married there Aug. 10, 1732 Elizabeth Kuyper, 
bap. Dec. 6, 1713 at New York, daughter of Hendrick Claesen Kuyper of 
Ahasymus (part of Jersey City). 

After the birth of their two eldest sons in 1734 and 1736, William and Elizabeth 
removed to Rockland County, and their third son was baptized at the Tappan 
Church here in 1737. Their first habitation was a log cabin on the west bank of the 
Hackensack River, the remains of which were visible within recent years. Its site 
was the field north of the Erie Railroad on the Sickeltown Road. He later built a 
stone house, which still stands immediately south of this tailroad and east of the 
road; it is a narrow house originally of the same type as the two Blauvelt hou 
nearby (plates 43 and 44), but has had a half-story of frame added during the ie 
nineteenth century. It passed into the Lydecker family and is now aaa At the 
Hackensack Water Co. Here William and Elizabeth Sickels raised Ht, + by the 
children: Robert, Nicholas, Hendrick, Johannes, William, Sara, G a Pag many 
Jannetje, Jacob, and Elizabeth. The eldest son Robert’ Sick is, b greeter, 

. Aug. 4th at New York, d. Oct, 17, 1 e's, be July 16, $734, 
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of the third son Hendrick, who probably died in infancy; as Roelof is said by a 
descendant to have been the youngest son, his brother Jacob (b. 1755) probably 
also died in childhood. Thus all the sons of William and Elizabeth Sickels have been 
accounted for except the fifth son William’ Sickels. By process of elimination, con- 
firmed by a descendant, William must be the Squire Sickel, who is marked on 
Erskine’s map as the owner of the house on the Sickeltown Road near the cemetery. 
An account of this house is given below. 


Sickels—Vanderbilt House 


Sickeltown Road, Nauraushaun, Orangetown 
PLATE 57 


William‘ Sickels, b. July 2, 1742 and bap. at Tappan, d. Sept. 6, 1819, was the 
fifth son of William and Elizabeth Sickels of Sickeltown (see supra). He married 
Marretje Cuyper, b. July 15, 1750, d. March 10, 1805, only surviving child of Cor- 
nelius Cuyper of Sickeltown. Squire William Sickels’ house still stands on the east 
side of the Sickeltown Road, a short distance north of the cemetery and about half 
a mile south of the group of Sickels houses built by his father and brothers. It is 
believed that his older brother Robert Sickels distributed his property among all 
his brothers for them to build upon, and therefore presumably this house was built 
by Squire Sickel about 1768 when he married. However, the appearance of the house 
suggests a greater age and so it is possible that prior to this date it was built and 
owned by his father-in-law Cornelius Cuyper, who lived here in Sickeltown. The 
fact that the house is some distance from the other Sickels houses, between them and 
the Cuyper houses, strengthens the suggestion of separate ownership of the lands. 
This Cornelius‘ Cuyper, b. April 17, 1722 at Tappan, d. Dec. 27, 1776, married 
Annetje, daughter of Jan Cozyn Haring, b. Aug, 9, 1722, d, Nov. 14, 1803; both lie 
buried at Sickeltown. It will be noted that Cornelius Cuyper died two years before 
Erskine made his survey, on which the house is marked as owned by Squire Sickel. 
Cornelius was a son of Tunis Cuyper who built the original part of the two story 
house on the Sickeltown Road, a short distance south of the Squire Sickel house 
(see supra). 

William Sickels was given the title of Squire because he was a justice of the 
peace. He and his wife Marretje had nine children baptized at the Tappan and 
Clarkstown Churches: Elizabeth, b. 1769 (probably married 1786 Abraham J. Har- 
ing); Aeltje, b. 1772, married 1791 Martinus Hogenkamp; Marretje or Martha, 
b. 1774 (probably married 1793 Gerrit J. Blauvelt); Antje, b. 1778, married 1796 
David Blauvelt; Sarah, b. 1780, married 1800 Rulef C. Van Houten who eventually 
purchased the Cuyper house to the south; Cornelius, b. 1786, married at Hacken- 
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sack 1803-05 Lea Blanch, and lived in the post-revolutionary stone house on the west 
side of the Sickeltown Road between his father’s and his brother-in-law Van How- 
ten’s houses; William W., b. 1789, married 1808 Fanny Fowler; and Jannetje or 
Jane, b. 1792, d. 1870, married 1810 Hendrick Banta of Pascack and Hackensack, 
son of Hendrick Banta of Pascack (plate 77). 

It is said that Squire Sickels’ house passed by marriage into the Vanderbilt 
family, that the last to inherit it was James Vanderbilt, and that it was sold out of 
the family about 1850. The only Vanderbilt connection that the author has discov- 
ered is as follows: Aeltje or Aletta’ Sickels, b, March 8, 1772, second daughter of the 
Squire, married at Tappan Oct. 28, 1791 Martinus Hogenkamp; their daughter 
Aeltje Hogenkamp, b. Aug. 27, 1793, married at Tappan May 10, 1809 Cornelius 
Vanderbilt, both being residents of Clarkstown, and had at least two children, 
Johannes Hogenkamp, b. 1810, and Richard, b. 1844. It is possible that they had 
another son James Vanderbilt who might have been the last of the family to own 
the old homestead. By 1876 the house had passed to the ownership of J. Parsels. 
The present owner is the Corwick Realty Co. of Haverstraw. 

This is the only one of the Sickels houses whose pre-revolutionary appearance 
has not been marred by extensive alterations. Dormers and a frame wing on the 
toad end are the only changes. The photograph shows the rear view of the house. 


House of Stephen Sloat 
Sloatsburg 


The house stands on a tract bought from the Indians March 7, 1738 by Wynant 
Van Gelder and given by him to his father-in-law (not son-in-law) Isaac Van 
Duser by assignment of June 13, 1747 on the reverse of the original deed. Isaac Van 
Deuse or Van Dusen was born in New York where he was baptized Feb. 6, 1698, 
son of Isaac Van Deurse and Metje Christianse, He was living at Tappan when he 
married at Hackensack May 24, 1718 Angenitie Laroe of Hackensack. In an affi- 
davit of 1769 he stated that he was then 73 years of age and moved to New Jersey 
when he was 22 or 23 years old. It is probable that he settled along the Ramapo 
River as early as 1739, as his daughter Lea who married in 1735 was born at 
Ramapo, He had two sons baptized at Hackensack in 1720 and 1721. On Dec. 14, 
1723 at Hackensack, Isaac married secondly Elizabeth Rooseboom, who was born 
in New York and living at Ramapo. They had a son baptized in 1726 at Hacken- 
sack and two daughters baptized in 1740 and 1741 at the new church in Paramus, 
Any children born between these dates were probably baptized at the Ponds Church 
in the Ramapo valley, whose records were lost by fire. The upper Ramapo valley, 
in which Sloatsburg is situated, was known as the Clove, Isaac Van Dusen bought . 


209 


HOUSES IN ROCKLAND COUNTY 


a tract from the Indians adjoining the Van Gelder tract and was probably the first 
white settler in the New York part of the valley. He was living here by 1735, for 
the marriage record of his daughter Lea Van Deusen states that she was born at 
Ramapo, living at the Clove, married Dec. 12, 1735 (entered at Paramus and 
recorded at Hackensack) Wynant Van Gelderen, who was born at Paramus and 
was living at Ramapo. Clinton lodged with Isaac Van Dusen the night of Sept. 21, 
1739 when on a surveying tour. Another daughter of Isaac’s was Marritje Van 
Dusen who married Stephen Slot or Sloat of Hackensack. In 1755 Stephen built 
his home (the rear wing of the present house) on the tract his father-in-law had 
bought from Van Gelder, and on June 3, 1763 the property was turned over to him 
by endorsement on the original deed. The house is marked Slott on Erskine’s map. 

The ancestor of the family, Jan Pietersen’ Slot, emigrated before 1662 from 
Holstein with two children born and reared in Amsterdam; their mother was his 
first wife Aeltje Jans. The son Pieter Jansen’ Slot, b. in Amsterdam, was living in 
Harlem when he married at New Amsterdam Jan, 2, 1663 Marritje Jacobse Van 
Winkle. Their grandson Johannes’ Slot, bap. May 14, 1699 at Hackensack, mar- 
ried first Sept. 17, 1720 Willemete Van Voorhees, widow of Cornelius Bogart. 
Their son Stephen’ Slot or Sloat, b. March 25, 1726 (old style), bap. April 2, 1727 
at Hackensack, d. Dec. 11, 1806, married about 1753 Marretje Van Dusen, b. Feb. 
23, 1729, d. July 28, 1807. Stephen built and settled on his father-in-law’s tract in 
the upper Ramapo River valley. Of his four children, all baptized at Paramus, John, 
b. 1754, was killed in the Revolution, Isaac inherited the house, Elizabeth, b. 1761, 
married James Westervelt, and Maria, b. 1767, married Peter Christie. The son 
Isaac’ Slot or Sloat, b. July 1, 1758, was baptized Aug. 20th at Paramus, with his 
grandparents Isaac and Elizabeth Van Deuse acting as his sponsors, About 1779 
he married Lea Zabriskie, bap. July 29, 1752 at Paramus. He died Nov. 12, 1821 
and she died Dec. 10, 1832. Isaac probably built the main house in 1834, It served 
as a public house on the old post road and was the meeting place of Supervisors and 
Judges of Orange and Rockland Counties for twenty-three years. At his death the 
property was inherited jointly by his two sons Stephen and Jacob. Stephen’ Sloat, 
b. Dec. 28, 1789, d. March 2, 1851, married Dec, 25, 1809 Catharine Mead Ward, 
b. July 2, 1790, d. May 3, 1876; he was a prominent farmer and widely known 
manufacturer; in his youth he conducted a woolen mill at Paramus and Iater a cot- 
ton twine factory at Sloatsburg. His son William Lafayette’ Sloat, b. June 23, 
1824 in the old homestead, married twice and had two children; he bought out the 
other heirs and lived in the homestead, It was sold out of the family about 1910 to 
the present owner, Benjamin Moffat, Sr. 


The original unit, now the rear wing, is typical of a pioneer house. It is small 
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and is built of rough whitewashed stone with a gable roof. This was erected in 755 
by Stephen Sloat. His son Isaac or grandson Stephen Sloat built the main part of 
the present house in 1814, It is in the Georgian style, of two stories, with a flat roof. 


The house stands on the west side of the main road in the village of Sloatsburg, in 
the upper Ramapo River valley, 


House of Lambert Adriaensen Smidt (?) 
Road to Orangeburg, Blauvelt 


PLATE 58 


This house stands on a tract in the Tappan Patent which was allotted to Lam- 
bert Adriaensen Smidt in the Division of 1721, and therefore may have been built 
by him, Born Dec, 30, 1655 at Tiel in Gelderland, he emigrated with his father 
Adriaen and his brother Cornelius in the Rosetree in 1663, settled at Flatbush and 
later removed to Stuyvesant’s Bouwery Village outside the wall in Manhattan. 
They joined their neighbors as patentees of Tappan, and were among’ the first to 
settle here in 1683. Lambert became an important member of the little community, 
was an organizer of the Tappan Church and its elder. The lands of the patent were 
held in common in the early years; in the first division of 1704 Lambert was allotted 
248 acres at Clausland in the Sparkill valley near the cemetery and the fair grounds 
(later called Greenbush, now part of Orangeburg and Blauvelt); probably before 
this date Lambert built a stone house here near the cemetery which was torn down 
after the Revolution. In the division of 172} he obtained a large tract of 648 acres 
on the high lands extending from the Blauvelt-Orangeburg road westward to the 
Hackensack River. It is on this tract that the present house stands, As head of the 
influential and wealthy Smidt family, it is logical to presume that he immediately 
erected thereon this large substantial house, the interior of which was very elegantly 
finished. On April 9, 1682 at New York City he had married Margrietje Blauvelt, b. 
Sept. 25, 1661, d. before 1729, daughter of Gerrit Hendricksen and sister of the Blau- 
velt brothers who also settled at Tappan (plate 42). They had ten children: Mar- 
tetje wife of Johannes Meyer, Gerrit, Arie, Cornelius died young, Cornelius, Maria 
wife of Henry Leroe, Dirckje wife of Cornelius Cuyper, Catharine wife of Samuel 
Leroe, Abraham and Lena. The home of Gerrit, the eldest son, was in the hollow 
near the Clausland Cemetery. Arie settled at Tappan Slote (Piermont) and [ater 
at Upper Nyack. Cornelius built a house on the ridge, across the road from his 
father’s mansion; this is still standing but is greatly remodelled. Abraham, the 
youngest son, lived in his father’s old home. Lambert Adriaensen Smidt, the father, 


ue ha lig - ‘ very old type of construction and was undoubtedly built 
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shortly after the Division of 1721, Although it is probable that Lambert erected it, it 
is possible that he sold the land shortly after it was allotted to him: there is no deed 
to this effect on record. In the middle of the nineteenth century it was owned by the 
Westervelt family, who sold it about 1860. In 1876 the owner was I. S. Hosman. In 
December 1878 Joseph Eustace sold the house and 30 acres of ground to the 
Order of St. Dominic of New York City for a juvenile asylum. This Order stiff 
owns it and has erected large modern buildings nearby. The house stands on the 


west side of the Orangeburg Road at the head of the lane to Hendrick Blauvelt’s 
house (plate 42). 


Smidt House (?) 
Greenbush Road, Blauvelt 
PLATE 59 


Very little is known of the history of this house. It is in the Tappan Patent. The 
land on which the house stands was allotted in the division of the patent to Lambert 
Adriansen Smidt (see plate 58). As his home and those of his sons have been 
located, this house was probably built by a grandson or son-in-law, unless the family 
sold the tract unimproved. This road was not surveyed by Erskine during the Revo- 
lution, but the house was undoubtedly built early in the eighteenth century. It is 
not known how long it was owned by descendants of the builder. In 1876 the owner 
was J. W. Campbell; it is now owned by Mrs. W. D. Atkinson, This region was 
formerly known as Greenbush, The house stands on the west side of the Greenbush 
Road, a short distance north of its intersection with the new state highway.. 


House of Major John Smith 
Germond Road, Germonds 
PLATE 60 


The first known owner of this house is Major John Smith; he built or purchased 
it. The youngest son of Lambert Adriaensen Smidt, the patentee (see plate 58), was 
Abraham’ Smidt, bap. Oct, 13, 1703 at Tappan, d. Oct. 27, 1755, married May 7, 
$726 Maria Tallman and had ten children. They lived in Lambert’s house in Green- 
bush near the cemetery. One of their youngest children was Major John’ Smith, b. 
Oct. 30, 1743 at Greenbush, d. Jan. 12, 1833 at Clarkstown, now Germonds. He 
anglicized his name. On May 15, 1767 he married Jemima De Wint, b. Sept. 4, 
$740, d. May 25, 1831, daughter of Johannes De Wint and Antye Kermer, Wash- 
ington’s hosts at Tappan (plate 48). They had many children: Pieter Dewint, 
Abraham, Antje, Maria, Elizabeth, John, Christina, Guert Sprewer, and David. 
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On May 28, 1778 John Smith was appointed Major of the First Regiment of 
Orange Co. Militia, and was so honored by the commission that he spent his rainy 
afternoons practising the unfamiliar military tactics in the garret of his house; the 
story goes that he once fell through the open trapdoor down the steep garret stairway, 
after giving the order “Backward March”; on hearing the clatter, his wife came 
running and called out in Dutch, “Hans, Hans, what’s the matter?” and he replied 
“It’s nothing at all. Go in the house, woman. What do you know about war?” This 
major is not to be confused with his cousin, Major John L. Smith of Nyack, also a 
Revolutionary figure. 

Missing deeds make it impossible to trace the history of the house; a receipt 
proves that Major John Smith divided his lands between his many children, but 
the deeds are not on record. The present owner of the house is Karl H. Gerlach; 
his father purchased it in 1865 from Henry Schrever. | 

The house stands in the North Moiety of the Kakiat Patent, which was granted 
in 4676 and divided in half in 1713, The road northward from the Old Tappan and 
Sickeltown settlements branched a short distance north of the present West Nyack 
Four Corners; one fork led east to the King’s Highway, and the other road followed 
an Indian trail in a northwesterly direction past the old Clarkstown Church (where 
the settlers of the Kakiat Patent were baptized and married) to the division line. The 
greater part of the present Germond Road runs westward along this division line. 
The Major John Smith house stands on the south side of a curve in the latter toad; 
the Tallman house (plate 64) stands at the head of the Indian trail; midway a road 
was laid along the 400 acre lots which led to the settlement at the north end of the 
patent, around New City. The construction of the house is interesting: the beams in 
the cellar are of great size, there is an inside smoke house and also a double chimney, 
the flues of which curve and join in the attic. 


Barn of Major John Smith 
Germond Road, Germonds 
PLATE 61 


riginally on the property of Major John Smith of Revolution- 
ary sec i Aeelige ie across the road (plate 60). The barn had been dis- 
posed of to other people before the stone house was sold in 1865, The present owner is 
C. E, Fessenden. It is notable as the only stone barn in the county. The style and 
proportions are very interesting and differ radically from those of the stone barn of 
the Zabriskies at Paramus (see text for plate {2). The date 1735 is said to have been 
visible at one time? it was undoubtedly built in the early eighteenth century. 
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House of Cornelius Smith 
Cherry Lane, Tallman 
PLATE 62 


This house stands in a part of the Zabriskie Patent bought by Cornelius Smith 
from the heirs of John Zabriskie (who died in 1765). He was the fourth of the name 
in a direct line. His great-grandfather Cornelius Adriaensen’ Smidt, b. about 1652 
in the Netherlands, emigrated to this country in 1663 with his father Adriaen and 
younger brother Lambert (see plate 58). The three became patentees of Tappan 
and settled there, but Cornelius died soon afterwards, about 1686. He had married 
Aug. 8, 1680 at New York City Jannetie Francois, who died about 1693, Their son 
Cornelius’ Smidt, born on the farm in Manhattan, married at Tappan Oct. 15, 1707 
Seytie Minnelay, born at the Bay on Long Island. Among their children was Cor- 
nelius C.’ Smith, b. Dec. 19, 1714 at Tappan, d. 1785; he and his wife Maria Haring 
had nine children born in the Tappan Patent from 1738 to 1759: Cornelius, Jan, 
Aeltye, Jan, Gerrit, Albert, Rachel, Abraham and Petrus. Shortly after the birth 
of this brood, Cornelius Smith bought a farm many miles to the west on the Zabris- 
kie Patent; here he built a stone house and a grist mill on the headwaters of the 
Saddle River. Before his decease he conveyed his mill property to his son Garret 
C.’ Smith, b. Nov. 23, 1746 at Tappan, d. 1829. The farm then passed to one of his 
sons Garret G.’ Smith (1800-1892). During his lifetime he gave it to his son Gartet 
G.’ Smith, Jr. (b. 1824), and the latter’s heirs sold the property about 1910. The 
house has since passed through several hands, and is now owned by John Britt. 

The central unit is the stone house built by Cornelius Smith, the purchaser of 
the farm; the old door and fanlight have been removed since the photograph was 
taken in 1925, The frame units on either side are of later date, built by his descend- 
ants. In Revolutionary days two roads led across the county from Suffern; they 
were called the North Road to Nyack and the South Road to Nyack; their courses 
were very devious and winding, and formed the basis for most of the country roads 
of today. The Smith house stands on the north side of the South Road to Nyack, on 
the east corner of its intersection with Cherry Lane. This lane leads from the West 
Saddle River Road in Bergen County north to the present village of Tallman. 


House of Arie Smith, later Onderdonk’s 
Upper Landing, Piermont 
This locality early 
of the region around 
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(creek) which empties into the Hudson River at Piermont, in early days known as 
Tappan Slote. The second son of Lambert Adriaensen Smidt, patentee of Tappan 
(plate 58), was Arie or Aurie’ Smith, b. September 25, 1687 at Clausland in Tappan 
Patent. He married about 1711 Jannetje, bap. May 23, 1687 at Bergen, daughter of 
Theunis Roelofse Van Houten, who had a house and store at Tappan Slote (see 
infra). Arie and Jannetje settled near Tappan Slote, and probably built the present 
stone house. On March 26, 1736 (recorded 1755) they sold to Garret and Abraham 
Onderdonk of Hempstead, Long Island, a farm on the North River in Tappan, 
bounded north by Tunis Douwe Tallman and south by the slote, consisting of 320 
acres with houses and barns, Arie and Jannetje proceeded to buy a farm of 320 
acres at Upper Nyack, on which they settled: this farm was inherited by their son 
Lambert’ Smith, d. in March 1764 at the age of 52 years, and then passed to his 
sons Arie’ and John L.’ Smith; both sons served in the Revolution, and the latter 
is not to be confused with his cousin Major John Smith of Clarkstown (plate 60). 
The ancestor of the Onderdonk family, Andries Adrianse’ Onderdonk, was a 
native of New Castle on the Delaware; he removed to Flatbush and married there 
Nov. 33, 1683 Maria Dircks Van der Vliet, and died in Jamaica, Long Island, before 
Aug. 13, 1687, when his widow married Jacob Janse Vanderbilt. The elder of their 
two sons was Adrian* Onderdonk, bap. Aug, 24, 1684 at New Utrecht, married Sata 
Snedeker, and removed to Rockland County shortly before 1745, settling near the 
quarries in the vicinity of Nyack, where he died at the age of 80 years. Two of his 
sons, Garret and Abraham, purchased the farm at Tappan Slote in which we are 
interested. Abraham’ Onderdonk, b. 1731, d. about 1758, lived further north at 
Rockland Lake; at his death his share in the farm passed to his brother who resided 
on it. Garret? Onderdonk, b. Oct. 14, 1709 at Jamaica, removed with his father to 
Hempstead as a boy. On Nov. 6, $736 he married Sara Hegeman, and had eight 
sons and one daughter born between 1738 and 1758, They removed to his purchase 
at Tappan Slote before 1750, when they became members of the Tappan Church. 
He died here in 1768. The farm undoubtedly passed to his sons, It is marked Onder- 
donks on Erskine’s Revolutionary map, and lies on the shore road a scant mile north 
of the dock at the Slote. His eldest son Adrian (1738-1818) may have lived here, 
and also his unmarried son Garret (3742-3818), who had a large quarry business 
south of Nyack as early as $785. Another son Daniel’ Onderdonk (1747-1828) was 
an ensign in the Revelution p - — in — s house or nearby, and many of 
— ‘ ‘ iea at riermon 
his eight ea — under fire during the Revolution from the British ships 
on the Hudson River. The settlers along the shore were also harassed by marauding 
parties from the ships, guided by Tories, and their dwellings were only saved from 
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utter annihilation by the vigilance of the Shore Guard formed by the citizens in self- 
defense. The house stands on the west side of the shore road at the Upper Landing 
in Piermont. It is an unusually long house built of red sandstone. It is in good condi- 
tion, but its many dormers detract from the original appearance of the house. 


House of Johannes Snedeker 
formerly at Congers 


The house stood on the Ponds Patent granted to Marshall and Welch in 1694, 
Capt. John Sands of Long Island bought the north quarter of the patent, and on 
Oct. 23, 1707 sold a large fertile tract to Tunis Snedeker of Hempstead, Long Island, 
extending between the Hackensack and Hudson Rivers, and from the mountains 
south to the Rockland Lake Road. Due to opposing claims of ownership, his eldest 
son Garret Snedeker obtained a confirmatory deed from John Sands on Oct. 23 
1770, and gave new deeds for various sections to his brothers. 

The ancestor of the family was Jan! Snedeger, who was a shoemaker, and emi- 
grated to this country before 1642. He located at New Amsterdam where he kept a 
taphouse, and later became one of the early settlers of Flatbush, where he was a 
magistrate in 1654 and died in 1679, He and his second wife Egberttie Jansen made 
their joint will in 1677, naming a son Gerrit and mentioning other children (all 
girls), The son Gerrit* Snedeker, bap. March 25, 1640, d. 1693, also lived at Flat- 
bush, He married Willemtje Vocks, and'secondly in December 1669 Elsye Teunise, 
bap. May 10, 1648, daughter of Tunis Nyssen. Gerrit is believed to have had six 
sons and two daughters, the three eldest by his first wife: Jan, Margaret and Chris- 
tiaen; Tunis, Garret, Elsje, Abraham, Isaac and Sara. The will of Gerrit of Flat- 
bush, dated 1692 and probated 1693, named the oldest son Jan, another son Chris- 
tiaen, and mentioned other children, 

Tunis’ Snedeker was named for his maternal grandfather, Judging by the 
names of his children, he probably married a girl of the Polhemus family. He was 
living in Hempstead, Long Island in 1707 and removed to his tract in the Ponds 
Patent as early as 1731, dying Aug. 3, 1750, probably without leaving a will as 
several Snedekers (presumably his sons) released various parcels of his tract to each 
other. The various brothers and sisters who were undoubtedly the children of Tunis’ 
Snedeker were: Garret, the eldest, married Altie and died 1776-87 without issue} 
Theodorus, b. 1706, d. 1767 (see below); Abraham, d. 1771 without issue and 
probably unmarried; Johannes, b, 1721, d. 1779 (see below) ; Altye or Elsie married 
first Jan Thew and secondly Harmanus (?) Coerter; Rebecca married Harmanus 


— Sarah married Peter van de Woort; Elizabeth married John Smith of the 
Hoo 
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The youngest brother, Johannes’ Snedeker, b. 1721, married about 1747 Affie, 
daughter of Daniel Martyne. He obtained the portion of his father’s tract west of 
the King’s Highway, extending to the Demarest Kill or Hackensack River, and 
built a stone house here standing until recently. He was appointed Captain of a com- 
pany of the colonial militia in 1746. He was a patriot during the Revolution and 
was captured with his son Garret and imprisoned in the Sugar House in New York 
City. Johannes caught the smallpox and died Sept. 28, 1779 in prison. He had three 
sons, Theunis b. 1748, d. about 1809, John who was living in 1776 but probably 
died shortly afterwards, and Garret, and many daughters. Garret’ Snedeker, b. 
April 1, 1764, bap. at Clarkstown, d. April 13, 1843, married Elsie Thew. (One 
account calls her Elsie Brower, This may have been her maiden name since her son 
was named Abraham Brower; if so, she was a widow, for she was called Elsie Thew 
on her son’s baptismal record.) Garret was taken prisoner by the British during the 
war but was exchanged. In {793 he enlarged his father’s house, in which Washing- 
ton is supposed to have dined on the way to West Point. His son Abraham Brower‘ 
Snedeker, b, March 15, 1792, bap. at Clarkstown, still living in 1884, married Mary 
Ann Bell, He served in the War of 1812, At one period he kept a tavern at the “1776 
house” in Tappan and later built a hotel on the Haverstraw Road which was kept 
by his son Daniel after 1868, Abraham’s other son Garret’ Snedeker, 6. Jan. 3, 
1824, bap. at Clarkstown, was still living in the homestead in 1902. Most of Johannes 
Snedeker’s estate had been sold many years before, in 1840, to Abraham B. Conger, 
after whom the village is now named, The site of the house is 40 rods west of the 


King’s Highway, a quarter mile northwest of the old Waldberg Church in 
Congers. 


Snedeker—Swartwout House 
Road to Rockland Lake, Congers 


Tunis’ Snedeker of Hempstead purchased a large tract here in 1707 and died in 
1750 (see above). One of his probable sons was Theodorus’ Snedeker, b. March 10, 
1706, d. April 29, 1767, married Nov. 16, !729 Derricke Vliet; they raised three sons, 
Tunis, Richard, b. 1735, living 1776, and Theodorus, and several daughters. Tunis’ 
Snedeker, his eldest son and heir, b. June 29, 1732, bap. at Tappan, was deeded his 
father’s portion by his uncle Garret in 1770; it was a 388 acre tract bounded south 
by Rem Remsen, west by Garret Snedeker, north by the mountain, and east by 
Abraham Snedeker and the Pond. Tunis sold 185 acres to his youngest brother 
Theodorus, who inherited all his lands on Tunis’ death in 1773. This Theodorus’ 
Snedeker, b. May 1, 1742, bap. at Tappan, d. Oct. J, 1816, married Dec. 6, 1768 his 
first cousin Aefie, daughter of Johannes Snedeker, b. Oct. 22, 1750, and had three 
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daughters. He was a sheriff of Orange County and a member of the Colonial Legis- 
lature. When the war broke out he remained loyal to the king, and sold supplies 
from his farm to the British on the Hudson River, doubtless conveying them in 
wagons to the nearby Slaughter’s Landing (now Rockland Lake). He was appre- 
hended, his property confiscated and sold Aug. 18, 1782 to Jacobus Swartwout. 

His ancestor Tomys Roelofse’ Swartwout was a tobacco merchant at Amster- 
dam in Holland; he emigrated to this country with his family in 1652 and settled at 
Midwout on Long Island; in 1661 he removed to Esopus where his family became 
very prominent. His descendant Jacobus’ Swartwout, b. Nov. 5, 1734 at Wiccopee, d. 
Feb. 16, 1827, was a resident of Swartwoutville in Dutchess County; he was an im- 
portant officer in the state militia in the Revolution, later becoming a General, and 
was for many years an assemblyman and senator. His 384 acre purchase at Rockland 
Lake was immediately occupied by his son Derrick, and willed to him in 1823, This 
Derick’ Swartwout, b. Aug. 25, 1762 in Fishkill, d. April 24, 1852 at Rockland Lake 
in his 99th year; was married twice, to Lucretia and Elizabeth Polhemus, and had five 
sons and three daughters. In 1786 he was appointed paymaster of a regiment of 
Orange Co. militia, and later served in the War of 1812; he was a large slave owner 
but liberated his slaves before his death. His eldest son Jacobus or James’ Swart- 
wout (1791-1874) was the father of George’ Swartwout, who was the owner in 
1876 and still occupied the house in 1702. 

The stone house of Theodorus Snedeker is said to be the house south of Congers 
near the railway. Some other Snedeker erected the main part of the Swartwout house, 
which was standing at the time of the Revolution; it is built of whitewashed stone; 
its roof has a very steep pitch characteristic of the early part of the eighteenth cen- 
tury. The side of the house has been refaced, window openings cut down to form 
long French windows, and a porch has been added. It is closed and very dilapidated. 
The house stands on the north side of the road to Rockland Lake, east of Congerss 
railway station and west of the new state highway. 


Sneden Houses 
' Sneden’s Landing, Palisades 
PLATE 63 


A tract of 3410 acres on the west side of the Hudson River at the state line had 
been patented to George Lockhart of New York City on June 27, 16873 at his death 
in 1698 the property was taken over and occupied by William Merritt, mortgagee, 
principal creditor and administrator; on May 14, 1705 various members of the Lock- 
hart and Merritt families deeded the tract to Capt. John Corbett, who had taken a 
mortgage two years previously. John Corbett was an English sea captain, who 
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retired here and died in 1717:“Corbett’s old house” is mentioned in Alexander’s 
survey of the state line in 1719, This is supposed to be the house photographed in 
plate 63, although the appearance of the house does not suggest such great age. 
Corbett willed the property to his daughter Mary, wife of Henry Ludlow; they 
had a survey made in 1745 by Philip Verplanck, on whose map is marked “Sneden- 
ing house the Ferry” by the river’s edge. Robert, or some other member of the 
Sneden family, had probably crossed the Hudson River and bought from the 
Ludlows shortly before 1745, In 1752 Jonathan Hazard bought land from Henry 
Ludlow, commencing at Robert Sneden’s west line by the road that comes from 
the Ferry. On Oct. 9, 1769 the Commissioners appointed to settle the state boundary 
line placed it 79 chains and 27 links south of Sneydon’s house, formerly Corbet’s. 

The Sneden family is probably descended from Jan Snedick, who emigrated 
in 1657 with his wife Grietje Jans and two children, Carsten and Grietje, and 
obtained a patent to property at Harlem in 1660; the family is found in Queens 
County towards the end of the century, about 1700 at Eastchester in Westchester 
County, and in 1745 in Rockland County. The name had many various spellings: 
Sneeding, Sneydon, Snyden, Snyder, Sneder. Robert Sneden owned property at 
the landing in 1752 and probably in 1745, On Sept. 26, 1766 letters of administration 
on the estate of Robert Sneden of Orange Co., farmer, deceased, were granted to his 
son Dennis of Orange Co. Robert’s wife was Mary or Molly Sneden, b. 1709, d, 
Jan. 31, 1810, at the advanced age of 103 years and 18 days, and lies buried at 
Palisades Cemetery. She supplemented her husband’s calling of farmer as ferry 
mistress and she may have run the ferry as early as 1745; the place was called 
Sneden’s Landing by 1757. 

Molly Sneden and all her children (except her son John) were Tories, An 
interesting Revolutionary order of the Committee of Orange Co. reads: “Whereas 
Dennis Snyden, James Snyden, William Snyden, and Samuel Snyden, all living 
at or near a place commonly called Snyden’s or Dobbs Ferry on the west side of 
Hudson’s River in the County of Orange and State of New York, have refused to 
sign any or either of the Associations that have been put forth or recommended by 
our honorable convention; and as the above said persons are greatly suspected of 
catrying on a treasonable correspondence with our natural enemies, or ships of 
wart belonging to the King of Great Britain, lying in aforesaid river, by the great 
opportunity afforded them in the privilege they have by keeping the ferry: knowing 
the aforesaid persons to be inveterate enemies to the common States of America, 
Therefore Resolved, that the above Dennis Snyden, Jesse (sic) Snyden, William 
Snyden and Samuel Snyden are hereby forewarned not to keep ferry, or employ 
any other person to ferry in their room, or employ a craft on the aforesaid river, 
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upon any pretence whatsoever, and all other persons are hereby forewarned against 
having any correspondence with the above said Snydens, or any other person or 
persons whatsoever that are in any degree enemies to the liberties of America. 
And whereas John Snyder is advertised in the public Gazette as pilot of the ships 
of war on the above said river, greatly to the damage of the said John Snyder, it is 
hereby requested that the said Printer shall insert Robert Snyden instead of John 
Snyder, who has always appeared to be a warm friend to the common cause of 
America”, Per Order of the Orange Co. Committee, Clarkstown, July 29, 1776, 
During the Revolution, Molly Sneden lived in a white frame house on the road 
by the river (still standing but rebuilt) ; with her lived her son Dennis, a bachelor 
(3735-1824). The story goes that a British soldier was pursued down the gully by 
some patriots; she hid him in her house in a large chest on which she set pans of 
cream to rise, and when the patriots arrived she misinformed them; they were 
tired and asked for refreshment, and she offered them all the milk she had, but told 
them not to disturb the pans of cream which she had just set out; in the evening 
she is said to have ferried the soldier across the river. Some of her sons settled in 
Nova Scotia after the war and received grants of land there. 

The patriot son was John Sneden, Sr., b. about 1738, d. April 1, 1822 aged 84 
years, and lies buried at Palisades, At his death he owned the 100 acres previously 
owned by his father Robert, so it is probable that his Loyalist brothers (Dennis, 
James, Samuel and William) were deprived of their lands, John Snedet’s house is 
shown on Erskine’s map part way up the hill from the landing: it is a frame house 
still standing, known as the Watson house. By license of Oct, 5, 1762 he married 
Ellison Lawrence and had two sons; he had eight more children by his second wife 
Margaret Riker, d. Nov. 18, 1828 aged 75 years, J month and 24 days. After his 
death his farm was surveyed by James Demarest on June 7, 1822 and divided 
between his widow and eight surviving children, his house being allotted to the 
widow. John Sneden’s children were: Lawrence Sneden, married Leah 
and lived in the humble whitewashed stone house near the top of the hill, later 
owned by Joshua Martin and Jacob Gesner and now own 
John Sneden, Jr. of Tappan Slote, b. 1770: George Washington Sneden, b. 1781, 
married Rachel Bogert, and probably predeceased his father as he is not mentioned 
in the division of the farm; Elizabeth, b. 1783, married Capt. L. B. Rice; Richard 
Sneden, b. 1785, married Elizabeth Wood of Northport, L. L., and lived in New 
York City; Mary, b. 1787, married Stephen Hagen: Robert Sneden, b, 1788, married 
Jane Crum, and lived in a house above his father’s, later called the Doughty house 
and no longer standing; Rachel, b. 1790, married Benjamin Grovestein; Abraham, 





ed by Harry Brearley; 
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{792-1829; William, b. 1795, probably predeceased his father as he is not mentioned 
in the division of the farm. 

John Sneden, Jr., b. Aug. 10, 1770, d. Sept. 18, 1829, married at Tappan Feb. 
28, 1796 Phebe Gesner of Nyack, b. March 15, 1779, d. July 14, 1857. He hada 
shipyard at Tappan Slote (now Piermont); his frame house stands on the creek 
in the section called Bogerttown, He probably inherited his father’s house from his 
mother, as it was sold by the executors of John Sneden, Jr. in 1859 to Mary E. 
Watson. Mrs. Watson, nee Mary Carter, settled here and built the main part of 
the present house. It was later the first home of the Palisades Library. 

In some fashion the two other pre-revolutionary Sneden houses came into the 
possession of the children of John Sneden, Jr., or Boss Sneden as he was called. 
His daughter Ellison Sneden, b. 1798, married Sept. 7, 1816 Peter Westervelt, lived 
in Molly Sneden’s frame house in the 1860s and 1870s and possibly for a longer 
period. It was later sold to Dan Conklin who rebuilt it; it is now disfigured by a 
mansard roof almost the size of the house itself, 

The stone house nearby, which may have been Corbett’s, is known in the 
family as William Sneden’s house. Boss Sneden’s son, Capt. Lawrence J. Sneden 
(1800-1871) was living here in 1826 when his daughter Mary was born; in 1834 
he bought the Storms house on the south side of the Landing road at the river (a 
stone house built after the Revolution in pre-war style), where his daughter Clara 
was born in 1837: he was an important member of the family, ferryman, shipbuilder, 
and assemblyman. To return to the stone house which may have been Corbett’s, 
it appear's to have been owned in the nineteenth century by Boss Sneden’s youngest 
son William, whose heit's owned it in 1876 and sold it about 1890 to Joseph Law- 
rence. The three pre-revolutionary Sneden houses and the Storms-Sneden house 
are now owned and leased out by Mrs. Mary Tonnetti, nee Lawrence. 

This locality was for many year's known as Rockland or Sneden’s Landing; 
it is now a patt of Palisades. The old road went straight down the valley, or dingle 
as it was called. The William Sneden house, which may have been Corbett's, is a 
good-sized stone house with steep gambrel roof, Built on a hillside, its river front 
is of two stories, at present covered by porches. The view taken in plate 63 is from 
the northwest. It stands on the river a short distance north of the Landing road. 
The Molly Sneden house in its rebuilt condition is a small white frame house with 
a large mansard roof; it stands on the north side of the Landing Road near the 
tiver and the former house. The house of the patriot John Sneden is a small white 
house built of wide clapboards with a gable roof. Built on the hillside, its river front 
is also of two stories, the basement walls being of rough stone. The north wing is 
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smaller and is similarly built, although the roof has no overhang; it is probably 
pre-revolutionary. The south portion of the house is a large two story frame structure 
added by Mrs, Watson. This house stands part way up the hill on the river side of 
the road by the bend. Railings, pillars, dormers and trellises tend to hide the lines 
of the original house. 
Tallman House 
formerly on Upper Broadway, Nyack 


Douwe Harmanszen' (Talama or Tallman) was the first of the family in 
America. He emigrated from Friesland in 1658 on the ship The Porpoise with 
his wife Dirckje Theunis and three children, They settled at Bergen, where they 
made their joint will on March 25, 1678, Claes Jansen (Kuyper) van Purmarent 
obtained a patent for a large tract at Nyack on Nov. 20, 1671, and sold 100 acres 
to Douwe, the sale being confirmed by the heirs of both on June 18, 1694. Some 
time between 1678 and 1686 Douwe may have removed to his Nyack lands, as he 
was appointed Justice of the Peace of Orange County Oct. 4, 1686. He died June 
19, 1687 and lies buried at Bergen. His widow was still living at Tappan with their 
son Theunis in 1702; she probably died shortly after this as Theunis sold his 
parents’ property at Bergen in 1703. Only two of Douwe’s and Dirckje’s children 
grew to maturity. Harman Douwesen’ Tallman, born about 1655 in Friesland, 
was the first white settler of Nyack, removing here as a yoting man in 1675, In 
1687 he petitioned (successfully) to be allowed to buy from the Indians 200 acres 
back of Nyack, extending to the Hackensack River, stating that he had been living 
at Nyack for twelve years. On June 23, 1686 he married Margrietje Minnelay and 
had two children: Dirckje, who married Abraham Janse Haring and is believed 
to have lived on the Pascack Road north of the state border, and Douwe Tallman, 
who lived at Closter and was bayonetted during a Tory raid for the wealth he is 
supposed to have had in his chest. Harman was less than thirty-five years of age 
when he died; his widow married in 1691 Abraham Gerritsen Blauvelt of Tappan, 
and had ten more children, of whom Jacob settled on a farm at Blauvelt and 
Elizabeth Du Pew at Kakiat (see supra), On Harman’s death, his father’s lands 
and seemingly also his own property reverted to his younger brother Theunis. 

Theunis Douwensen’ Tallman, bap. Feb. 8, 1665 at Bergen, died July 17 
1739 and lies buried on the Bight at South Nyack, where stands or stood a sate 
stone inscribed: “’T.D.T.; July 17, 1739”. He was living at Nyack by 1688, when 
he took the oath of allegiance. In 1690 he was commissioned ensi in th Or 
Co. militia and in 1700 he was appointed high sheriff of the aie , a pen 
time. He was married twice: first in 1694 to Brechje Jans Hari agi “+n 
York, daughter of Jan Pietersen Harin ee eee Me Here 2 Sew 

, g and sister of Cosyn Haring, builder of the 
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house at Old Tappan (plate 89); by her he had four sons and four daughters. He 
married secondly at Tappan Jan. 1J, 1710 Margrietje Hogenkamp, and had two 
sons and three daughters, 

Theunis Tallman is said to have built the stone house standing until 1910 
on Upper Broadway near Tallman Place, Nyack, This house is claimed to have 
been erected in 1678; if the date is correct it must have been built by Theunis’ 
elder brother Harman, as Theunis was then but thirteen years old. Such an early 
date could only apply to a small portion of the house, which is eighteenth century 
in style; at different times a second story of stone and a porch were added. It was 
owned by a descendant, Miss Clara ‘Tallman, when demolished. Her line of ancestry 
is recited in Tompkins’ History. 


House of Harmanus Tallman 
Germond Road, Germonds 
PLATE 64 


The eldest surviving son of Theunis Douwensen’ Tallman of Nyack (see 
supra) was Douwe’ Tallman, b. Feb. 13, 1703, married Annetje Blauvelt about 
{731 and had four sons and six daughters; it is not known exactly where in Rock- 
land County they resided, but presumably they lived at Nyack or Clarkstown. Their 
second son was Harmanus or Harme’ Tallman, b. Jan. 30, 1737, d. July 19, 1839 
and buried at Clarkstown; he is the first known owner of the house at Clarkstown, 
now Germonds. About 1761 he married Elizabeth Blauvelt, b. July 13, 1744, 
daughter of Johannes Isaac Blauvelt and Helena Pullen; their children were Douwe, 
Johannes, Harme, Isaac, Jannetje and Helena, After his wife’s death Harmanus 
married secondly on Sept. 29, 1786 Maria Onderdonk, by whom he had no issue. 
The house passed to his second son, Johannes’ Tallman, b. Sept. 13, 1765, married 
at Tappan Nov. 24, 1785 Sarah Sickels, daughter of Johannes Sickels of Sickel- 
town; after his death she married secondly at Kakiat Feb. 17, 1806 Andrew Tinkey, 
and died Nov. 17, 1857 aged 91 years and 9 months. On the death of her first 
husband she removed to her father’s house in Sickeltown (see supra) with her son 
John, and lies buried in the Nauraushaun Cemetery near there. The Tallman 
house was inherited by her daughter Elizabeth’ Tallman, b. Oct. 2, 1787 at Clarks- 
town, married at Tappan Feb. 26, 1805 Aarie Demarest of Clarkstown, and had 
at least ten children baptized in the nearby church. The house passed out of the 
family ownership. In 1876 it was owned by J. Popp, and is spoken of locally as the 
Popp house, and the corner on which it stands as Popp corner. The present owner 
is John M. Torr. 

The house stands on the north side of the present Germond Road, which was 
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laid along the division line of the North and Suth Moieties of the Kakiat Patent, 
and at the head of the road leading to the old Clarkstown Church and eventually 
to the Sickeltown settlement. The settlements in the North Moiety were in early 
days referred to as Kakiat or New Hempstead; Clarkstown later became the name 
for the township, in which stood the old church. Before this Church was organized 
in 1750, settlers of the North Moiety had to travel along the Indian trail through 
the unbroken forests of the South Moiety, and through the farmlands of the Tappan 
Patent, to the church at Tappan some distance to the south. 

It has been stated that this house was built in 1737 by Harmanus Tallman. 
This is probably a misstatement of the fact that the first known owner was 
Harmanus Tallman, b. 1737. But it is possible that part of it was built by his uncle, 
Harmanus’ Tallman, b. Jan. 12, 1709, who was one of a set of triplet children of 
Theunis Tallman. He married Catrina Ecker and had a son Abraham born in 
1734, who probably died in infancy. In 1737 he acted as sponsor for his nephew 
Harmanus, son of his brother Douwe, and future owner of the house, It is logical 
to presume that if he were alive, he would have acted as sponsor in 1750 for his 
nephew Harmanus, son of his half-brother Harme. It may be that he died shortly 
after 1737, leaving his house to his nephew and namesake, but this is conjecture. 
Such an early date could only apply to the wing. The main house was undoubtedly 
built by Harmanus Tallman (b. 1737) about the time of the Revolution, The high 
and steep gable roof of the main house is more characteristic of the post-war houses in 
Kings County. It is built along lines similar to the wing; the panelling and sunburst 
decoration on the doorway belong to the post-revolutionary era in style; the dormers 
are of course modern. The house has been restored. 


Tallman House 
Road to Valley Cottage, West Nyack 
PLATE 65 


The builder and early occupants of this house are unknown, other than that 
they belonged to the Tallman family. The house stands on the bank of the Hacken- 
sack River, on the west end of the tract of 200 acres granted Oct. 27, 1687 to Harmen 
Douwesen’® Tallman of Nyack. The land is believed to have passed, together with 
his father’s patent nearby, to his younger brother Theunis, rather than to his 
children (see supra). By his second wife Margrietje Hogenkamp, Theunis 
Douwensen’ Tallman had five children including a son Harme, who inherited the 
Nyack lands (probably both tracts), This Harme’ Tallman, b. 1719, married 
Rebecca Snedeker, and had four children: Neeltje, Abraham, Theunis and 
Harmanus. The Nyack lands were divided between the three sons. If Harme Tall- 
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man inherited the tract in the interior as well as the one along the shore, it is 
probable that he or one of his three sons built this house, which was undoubtedly 
erected about the time of the Revolution. Unfortunately the deeds to the property 
are missing. The first known owner of the house is Peter Tallman, who was in 
possession in 1876, His daughter married a Fisher, and it was until lately occupied 
by Mrs. Gesner, one of her daughters, Mrs, Gesner ot her estate sold it about four 
years ago to Jean Guerrin, the present owner. 

At the time of the Revolution, there were many houses along the stretch of 
road near the Hackensack River; unfortunately Erskine’s map does not name any 
of the owners. A short distance north of West Nyack Four Corners a road branches 
eastward over the Hackensack River and then branches again; one road passes 
under the railway culvert and continues eastward to the King’s Highway south 
of Valley Cottage; the other road goes northward but eventually reaches the King’s 
Highway north of Valley Cottage. The Tallman house is beyond the fork on the 
east side of the second-mentioned road; in Revolutionary times it was probably 
reached by a private lane, as the other road is the old one. 


Terneur—Hutton House 
Sickeltown Road, West Nyack 
PLATE 66 


This house stands on Lot No. J of the South Moiety of the Kakiat Patent. 
On Dec, 11, 1732 Hendrick Oblenis, yeoman of Harlem in New York, bought from 
Thomas Clark, merchant of New York City, 800 acres of land in the Kakiat 
Patent, known as Lots No. JJ and No. 12, extending from the north boundary of 
the Expense Lot to the south boundary of Emil Kline’s farm one and one- 
quarter miles to the north, and extending one mile west from Demarest Kill or 
Hackensack River. A stone in the front of the west unit of the house is inscribed: 
“1731 WLP.:S.T.” It was the custom to record thus the date of erection and the 
initials of the builder and his wife; they were probably tenants of Thomas Clark. 
Hendrick Oblenis built and settled a stone’s throw to the north (see plate 55). - 
undoubtedly gave this house to his — , acomina, bap. May 4, 1698, marrie 

Tourneur, also of Harlem. 

ig — bap. Nov. 20, 1695, was a son of Jacques,’ _ — 
of Daniel’ Tourneur, b. at Amiens in Picardy, fled to Leyden erator = 
Sept. 5, 1650 Jacqueline de Parisis, and emigrated to this country re - rp 
at Harlem where he died in 1673. Jacobus’ Tourneur is be a “% . 7 
Haverstraw, a misleading statement; in very early days ~~ rary hw . “ 
ine south of West Nyack, was a part of the Haverstraw ‘ = 
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were baptized at Tappan, and he undoubtedly lived nearby on the Kakiat Patent 
in the house later occupied by his son Hendrick. Jacobus and Jacomina had six 
children: Jacobus, Jr., Hendrick, John, Aefie, Sarah, and Jannetie; they married 
their neighbors in Tappan and south Kakiat. Hendrick’ or Henry Terneur, as he 
often spelled his name, came into possession of the house on the tract of his grand- 
father, Hendrick Oblenis. In 1787 he was assessed for 158 acres in Clarkstown, 
and his first cousin Capt. Hendrick Terneur for 180 acres. These two are not to 
be confused. They were doubly related, as the latter was a son of Michael Tourneur 
and Maria, daughter of Hendrick Oblenis; Capt. Terneur married Margrietje 
Blauvelt and unlike his cousin had childen; he lived opposite, on the south side of 
the road. The Henry Terneur in whom we are interested married at Tappan Sept. 
23, 1753 Marritie Kuyper of Tappan; as they had no children, they adopted John 
Hutton and bequeathed him the property. Henry Terneur died Dec. 9, 1819 at the 
age of 85 years, and lies buried at Nauraushaun. 

John Hutton, b. Feb. 1, 1759, d. Sept. 15, 1843, married Elizabeth Sickels, b. 
May 12, 1757, d. Jan. 12, 1850, daughter of William Sickels and sister of the various 
Sickels brothers who built their homes nearby (see supra). Their elder son Henry 
Hutton, b. Aug. 10, 1789, d. Aug. 19, 1842 at 23 years of age, the sponsors at his 
baptism being his father’s adopted parents, Henry and Marritje Terneur. Their 
younger son William Hutton, b. May 28, 1792, d, April 28, 1831 at the age of 38 
years and J} months, married at Tappan April 14, 1814 Agnes Blanch, b. Oct. 26, 
1796, d. June 13, 1877. These two generations of the Hutton family also lie buried 
at Sickeltown (now Nauraushaun). William and Agnes had five sons and one 
daughter: John, Richard, Henry, Isaac, William and Anna, Isaac was drowned 
at the burning of the steamboat Swallow; the others married and had children and 
removed elsewhere to live. The house was sold to Mr. Nickerson about 1847. In 
1876 Lile and Otto were joint owners of this and adjoining property. Dr. Harry 
Baker, the present owner, purchased the house about 25 years ago from Mr. 
Goldberg. 

The house is built in two similar sections. The west unit is dated 1731. The east 
unit was undoubtedly erected some time before the Revolution, probably by Henry 
Terneur at the time of his marriage in 1753, The house is built of roughly cut 
stone and is covered by a gable roof, the back slope of which is longer and 
extends nearer the ground. The small windows with the narrow lower sashes are 
ja of an early — —e arian of a Square room with fireplace and 
g small, ed? Soom, Mores as slim Corinthian columns have slightly changed 
the aspect of the house. A wing has been added on the west side. The house is south 
of West Nyack Four Corners, on the north side of the Sickeltown Road, which 
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runs westward at this point. It is south of the Oblenis house and north of the various 
Sickels houses. 


House of Jacob Vanderbilt 
Road to Clarkstown, Germonds 
PLATE 67 


The house stands in the South Moiety of the Kakiat Patent, which was sub- 
divided between McEvers and Symes in 1727. The patentees did not settle here, 
but were active in selling portions after this division. The house was undoubtedly 
built shortly after 1727; its irregular stonework, mud plastering, split laths, wooden 
locks, handwrought nails, small windows, crude glass, all point to construction at 
an early date. Unrecorded deeds make its early history uncertain; the first known 
owner of the house is the Jacob Vanderbilt born 1768, but it is probable that he 
inherited it from his grandfather Jacob. , 

The first of the family in this country was Jan Aertsen, who emigrated before 
1650, settled at Flatbush and later at Bergen where he died Feb. 2, 1705. His son 
Jacob Janse* Van Der Bilt of Flatbush married Aug. 13, 1687 Maria Dircks Van 
der Vliet, widow of Andries Adriaensen Onderdonk, Their son Jacob’ Van Der 
Bilt married Hilletie or Hillegont Hardenbergh about 1724, and settled in Rockland 
County shortly before the baptism of their third child Jacobus in 1731 at Tappan 
Church. It is probable that they built the present house at Clarkstown when they 
arrived here about 1730, They had many children: Maria wife of Johannes Meyer, 
Johannes, Jacobus, Margrietje wife of Abraham Meyer, Sara wife of Joris Van 
Nostrand, Dirck, Annetje wife of Teunis Tallman, and Gertruyd wife of Jan 
Eckeson (the six youngest were baptized from 1731 to 1744 at Tappan, the only 
church of the vicinity at that early period). An added point in favor of the father’s 
home being at Clarkstown rather than at Tappan, is that his children’s children 
were baptized at Clarkstown as soon as that Church was organized, so that they had 
probably been born and raised here. The third son Jacobus’ Van Der Bilt, b. June 
15, 1731, d. 1774, married Brechje Tallman, b, May 27, 1739, d. 1798, daughter of 
Douwe Tallman and sister of Harmanus Tallman, probable builder of the house 
nearby (plate 64). They had seven children, all baptized at Clarkstown between 
1757 and 1770: Hilletje, Douwe, Annetje, Brechje, Jacob, and twins Johannes and 
Sarah. The house is known to have been owned by their son Jacob’ Vanderbilt, b. 
Jan. 28, 1768 at Clarkstown, married at Tappan Oct. 22, 1791 Jannetje Blauvelt, 
both residents of Clarkstown. They had a son Jacob, b. 1798, who probably died in 
infancy, and a daughter Annatje’ Vanderbilt, b, March J, 1803, married at Tappan 
Dec. 23, 1820 Isaac H. Tallman, bap. Nov. 17, 1799, son of Harmanus Tallman and 
Jannetje Vanderbilt. In a will probated July 16, 1853, the property is mentioned 
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as land inherited from her father Jacob Vanderbilt. Ann, widow of Isaac Tallman, 
sold the house to Henry Schriver; he sold it about 1860 to George H. Budke, 
whose son of the same name disposed of it in 1934. 

The house stands on the west side of the old Indian trail connecting the 
Clarkstown settlement with the settlements to the south. It is a half mile south of 
the head of the road, where stands the Harmanus Tallman house in Germonds, 
and a short distance north of the old churchyard. 


House of Roelof Van Houten 
on the Hackensack River east of New City 


Roeloff Cornelissen’ Van Houten was the first of several brothers to come to 
America. He emigrated in 1638 to Rensselaerswyck, where he married Gerritfe, 
daughter of Cornelis Van Nes, and later settled at Amersfoort (Flatlands) on Long 
Island. A son Theunis Roelofse* (Van Houten), born at Amersfoort, settled as a 
young man at Bergen where he married Jan, 8, 1678 Tryntje Klaesen Kuyper. They 
probably removed to Rockland County about 1686; he took the oath of allegiance 
here in 1688. His house and general store was at Tappan Slote (now Piermont) 
on the Hudson River front by the Landing, his lands extending along the river 
halfway to Nyack. Like Daniel De Clark of Tappan (plate 48), he was a Leislerian 
adherent; in 1689 both were appointed justices of the peace for Orange County and 
represented the county on Leisler’s Committee of Safety. He was a justice of the 
peace for the greater part of the period between 1703 and 1717, He died here July 
27, 1737, his wife predeceasing him on Aug. 20, 1734, Of their thirteen children, 
Klaes’ Van Houten, bap. July 12, 1685 in New York, may have been the member 
of the family who built the stone house of the Van Houten family, on the hill at 
Orangeville near the Hackensack River. He married at Tappan Oct. 13, 1708 
Grietje Haring and had seven children, Their youngest was Roelof! 
b. March 11, 1724 at Tappan, married Catharine, daughter 
nearby Closter, and had three sons and three daughters, 
three sons, Resolvert, b. 1743, Claus, b. 1749, and Jan, 
Biauvelt — a I the Yio 

The house on the headwaters of the Hackensack River fc aa! 
built in 176) by the son Claus’ Van Houten, but as he _ be i aad to have been 

al ately twelve years old 
at this time, the house must have been erected by the father Roelof. Additional 
proofs of this are that Roelof’s youngest son is said to ' = 


te have b 
City and that Roelof lies buried in the Martinus Cemetery saa - City a 
house evidently passed to the son Claus R.' Van Houten, b, Nov, 14, 1749 d. Oct. 


1818 and buried at Nauraushatn, married Caty Blauvelt, b, Aug. 11, 1753, d. Feb 


Van Houten, 
of Resolvert Nagel of 
baptized at Tappan. The 
b. 1763, all married into the 
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17, 1837, daughter of Isaac Jacobse Blauvelt. Claus Van Houten was a farmer 
and miller; his house is marked Van Houten’s on Erskine’s Revolutionary map. 
His son Isaac B.° Van Houten (1776-1850) settled on a farm nearby (which had 
been purchased in 1760 from William Lupton and placed in the name of Claus R. 
Van Houten). In 1807 he built the stone house on the east side of the river still 
standing. The older homestead therefore probably passed to another son or daughter 
of Claus, His children were Caty and Mary, twins, Isaac B., Rulef C. of Orangeville, 
Jacob, John and Margaret. An old resident states that about 1860 the house was 
owned by John Hardwick, then by Jacob Stark and later by Jacob Goebel. 

In the sale of the north half of lot No. 5 by Jacob A. Blauvelt to his son Jacob 
Blauvelt in May 1753, the bounds are described as the headwaters of the Hacken- 
sack River, the De Pews (plate 49) and Van Houtens, Therefore Roelof had bought 
this tract as early as 1753; he may have settled here immediately in a temporary 
structure, or he may not have removed here until he built the present house in 
1761. The Roelof Van Houten house stands on the west bank of the Hackensack 
River, on the north side of the road leading to the De Pew house. The old house 
is the present wing, and is built of stone rubble, whitewashed green. The Isaac 
Van Houten house (a typical stone structure with gambrel roof) stands a short 
distance south on the east bank of the river. The road continues southeastward to 
the Snedeker houses at Congers. 


Zabriskie (?)—Goetschius—Tallman House 
Cherry Lane, Tallman 
PLATE 68 


On Nov. 6, 1724 John Zabriskie bought a tract of 630 acres near the present 
village of Tallman from Peter Fauconier and associates, which they had purchased 
in 1709 from one of the East Jersey Proprietors. This is one of the very few small 
grants which was not cancelled and swallowed up in the network of large patents. 
It was occupied at a very early date: on May 38, 1739 Clinton, the surveyor, noted 
in passing the Zabriskie tract: “Entered a cleared field. Here a negro house, 
belonging to Samuel Francisco, a free negro who settled the place for John Sabrisco, 
who holds it under a Jersey title.” 

John’s father Albrecht’ Zaborowsky was a Pole; he emigrated by way of 
Prussia to New Netherland in 1662, settling at Old Hackensack (Ridgefield Park) 
in Bergen Co., New Jersey, where he died Sept. J, 1711. His second son John’ 
Zabriskie was matried twice, to Elizabeth Romeyn and to Margrita Durie, and had 
thirteen children; he made various land purchases including this tract which was 
later found to be in the province of New York, but continued to reside at Old 
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Hackensack, where he died in 1765. In his will John divided his lands between 
his children, leaving to his daughter Rachel 200 acres at “Messanekes.” Presumably 
this is the tract in question, for “Masonicus” is a name applied to the region south 
of Tallman village. It is possible that John had previously given a part of the tract 
to Rachel for her marriage portion, as her husband appears to have been in posses- 
sion of 300 acres here. 

Rachel’ Zabriskie, bap. Sept. 7, 1729, was a daughter of John by the second 
wife; on Aug. 26, 1750 she married Dominie Johannes Hendrikus Goetschius, and 
had ten sons and two daughters. His father Maurice’ Goetschi was a powerful 
preacher at Bernegg and Salez in Switzerland. He left Zurich for America with 
four hundred followers; after a trip of eight months which was accomplished with 
a great deal of suffering and hardship, the company reached Philadelphia in 1735, 
but they were left leaderless within two months of arrival, as his son writes of the 
preacher’s death in a letter of July 21, 1735, By his wife Esther Werndtlin he had 
eight children, of whom the eldest was Dominie Hendrikus* Goetschius, as he was 
called. Dominie Goetschius, b. 1717 in Switzerland, preached in his youth to his 
father’s flock near Philadelphia; he served the churches of Queens Co. on Long 
Island (Newtown, Jamaica, Hempstead and Oyster Bay) as assistant to Antonides 
(1741-48); for the remainder of his life (1748-74) he had pastoral charge of the 
Reformed Churches at Hackensack and Schraalenburg in Bergen Co., New Jersey. 
Like his father, he was a learned, powerful and independent preacher, and the head 
of a strong faction during the schism of the church; he died Nov. 14, 1774. The 
Dominie’s second son Stephanus followed in his footsteps and became an important 
minister of the churches in Ulster Co. and later of northern Bergen Co., where he 
owned the old Hopper house (plate 94). The Dominie’s eldest son was John 
Goetschius, b. July 1, $75! and baptized at Schraalenberg; he probably married 
Maria Decker. It is undoubtedly this John Goetschius who came into possession 
of the Rockland Co. tract of his grandfather John Zabriskie, Sr., and sold it in 
1797 to John Tallman. 

The identity of the builder of the house is a puzzle. It is built of a slaty rubble 
covered with whitewash on the front side; the gable roof has a fairly steep slope; 
the typically early interior arrangement is followed, of two main rooms each with 
its separate outside door; the windows have the small lower sash and they are not 
in true alignment with the doors. Thus its construction places it in the early 

eighteenth century. Yet the first owner of the tract remained at Old Hackensack, 
and Dominie Goetschius, the second owner, could scarcely have lived here and 
tended his churches at such a distance. John Goetschius, the next owner, came of 
age only shortly before the Revolution, and the house antedates the war by many 


230 


HOUSES IN ROCKLAND COUNTY 


years. Possibly it was the house of Francisco mentioned by Clinton in 17393 or it 
may have been built shortly after this date by some other tenant of John Zabriskie, 
who undoubtedly placed farmers here in order to retain possession of the tract. 

Jan’ Tallman, b. Jan, 12, 1709, was one of triplet children of Theunis Douwen- 
sen’ Tallman of Nyack and his first wife Brechje Jans Haring, and uncle of 
Harmanus Tallman who lived in the house at Clarkstown (plate 64). On Sept. 
19, $735 at Hackensack he married Helena Blauvelt; both were residents of Tappan, 
where he was a farmer, His son John‘ Tallman, b. Sept. 3, 1751 at Tappan, d. 1839 
at Tallman village, married about 1777 Fanny Mabie. He was a farmer and lived 
at Greenbush (now Blauvelt). He was commissioned ensign on Nov. J, 1786 for 
his services during the Revolution, On March 23, 1797 he bought from John 
Goetschius for £1525 a farm of 157 acres in the Zabriskie patent near the present 
village of Tallman, and settled here. He is said to have built the house still standing 
but, as the house is pre-revolutionary in construction, he probably merely enlarged 
it by adding the frame east wing. This farm was inherited by his son Abraham I.’ 
Tallman, b. July 14, 1793 and baptized at Clarkstown, married Sept. 14, 1814 
Maria De Ronde. It passed to their son John A.’ Tallman, b, May 16, 1815, married 
Dec. 8, 1842 Caroline Conklin, In 1902 it was occupied by their son John Cornell’ 
Tallman, and is now owned by James C, Tallman, 

The house stands on the east side of Cherry Lane, midway between the 
Cornelius Smith house (plate 62) on the old South Road to Nyack and the present 
main highway passing through the village of Tallman, The property lies on the 
headwaters of the Saddle River. 


Unidentified House 
Pomona Road, New City 


PLATE 69 


Very little is known of the history of this house. It stands on one of the so-called 
Dry Swamp Lots in the Division of the North Moiety of the Kakiat Patent. The 
North Moiety was purchased in 1713 by a group of men from Hempstead, Long 
Island. These men of English descent formed a settlement in the western part of 
their tract, selling the east portion from time to time to Dutch settlers. This house 
stands in the extreme northern end of the patent south of the mountains (seen in 
the photograph) and the headwaters of the Hackensack River. It stands alone, part 
of neither the English nor the Dutch settlements, although nearer the Dutch farms. 
Built of roughly cut stone and covered by a gable roof with a curving overhang, 
it is a typically Dutch house, but shows an English influence in its depth and in 
the long low slope of the rear roofline. It was undoubtedly erected before the Revolu- 
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tion, but its builder is unknown. The Blauvelt family is in some manner connected 
with its ownership in the minds of several old residents, It is also said to have 
been owned by Richard Coe about 75 year's ago ($855). In 1876 Richard Coe owned 
property to the north, while the owner of this house was W. Roberts, The present 
owner is Tom Roberts. The house stands south of the mountains on the east side 
of Pomona Road, which is the next road west of the road from New City to 
Haverstraw, and is connected with it by the Phillips Hill Road on which stand 
the Blauvelt—Secor house (plate 45) and other old stone houses, 
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PLATE 41 


House of Benjamin Benson 
Old King’s Highway, West Haverstraw 


The first known occupant of the house is Benjamin Benson. He probably erected it shortly after he 
purchased the land in 1757. Haverstraw was the northern outpost of the Dutch settlements in Rockland 
County and this is the only pre-revolutionary Dutch house remaining in this vicinity. The broad gable 
roof is seldom found on those Rockland County houses which are two full rooms deep. In comparison 
with the Lent house at Orangeburg (plate 53), built in 1752, it is much flatter and has no curving over- 


hang. The slight extension of the roof beyond all four walls is a modern change. The three chimneys 
are unusual. 


233 





PLATE 42 


House of Hendrick Gerritse Blauvelt 
Blauvelt 


This house was built in 1710 by Hendrick Gerritse Blauvelt, one of the pioneers in this neighborhood. 
It belongs to an early type of architecture popular with the Dutch. Two main rooms adjoin and each 
has its separate outside door. At the rear two very narrow bedrooms open directly into the main rooms. 
The gable roof is customary for these narrow houses. The foundations of the chimney in the cellar are 
in the form of a very large arch, giving the impression of a bricked-up fireplace; this is to be seen in 
many of the early houses. 
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PLATE 43 


House of Johannes Blauvelt, later Smith’s 
Blauvelt 


This is the house of Johannes Blauvelt, grandson of Hendrick Gerritse Blauvelt, builder of the house 
nearby (plate 42). The central unit was erected by Johannes in 1741 and the west (left) unit was added 
by him in 1752. The east wing belongs to a slightly later period. The twelve-paned upper sash and the 
narrow lower sash are more frequently found in seventeenth century houses but continued to be used 
at this late date in the less pretentious farmhouses. The overhang of the roof adds to the appearance of 
the house. The dormers are of course modern. Notice the old Dutch double door and solid shutters. The 
house passed by marriage into the Smith family in which it remained until it was sold about 1890. 
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PLATE 44 


House of Gerret Blauvelt 
Road to West Nyack, Blauvelt 


This house was built in or about 1763 by Gerret Blauvelt, younger brother of Johannes Blauvelt, builder 
of the house nearby (plate 43). It is interesting to compare the houses of the two brothers. Johannes 
started in a modest stone house and added to it as his family grew; Gerret set up housekeeping in a 
humble log cabin and built his permanent home after the birth of his children. The result is that although 
Gerret’s house is no larger than Johannes’ and has the same proportions, its construction is not so 
primitive and the larger size windows indicate a desire for greater comfort. The curving overhang of 
the roof has been omitted. The two-paned window sashes and the shutters are modern. Otherwise the 
house is in its original condition. It was occupied by the family until sold by a descendant in 1900. 
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PLATE 45 


Blauvelt—Secor House 
Phillips Hill Road, New City 


The earliest remembered occupant of this house is Peter Blauvelt, son of Johannes Blauvelt (1745-1830) 
and Catharine Tallman. As both generations lie buried in this vicinity it is probable that Peter’s parents 
owned the house before him. They undoubtedly bought or inherited it as the house belongs to the 
second quarter of the eighteenth century. Its length is less than the usual house of this type. It nestles 
close to the ground and is surrounded by an orchard, probably as in the early days. The rear view is 
shown here. 
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PLATE 46 


Blauvelt—Lane House 
Haverstraw Road, New City 


The stone lintels and the dressed stonework of the front of the house are evidences that this is not so 
old as the other Blauvelt houses, although otherwise it is similar in style. It was probably erected in 
the third quarter of the eighteenth century. The land was purchased by Jacob A. Blauvelt of Tappan 
in 1741; the first known occupant of the house was Jacob Blauvelt, born 1789, and his sisters. Notice the 
panelling of the deep door jamb. Its simple type is similar to the old solid shutters. 
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PLATE 47 


Blauvelt—Hogencamp House 
Old Brewery Road, New City 


This house was built at two different times. The line in the masonry shows that the first unit was less 
than three-fourths the present depth. The original house undoubtedly resembled the other narrow 
houses of the vicinity. At some period it was deepened, the line of the chimney changed, and the steep 
gable roof enlarged to cover the entire house. As it is very similar to the Lent house at Orangeburg 
(plate 53), built in 1752, the alteration may have been made about this time, but unlike the Lent house 
the roof has no overhang. The small porch is later. The rear view is shown here. 
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PLATE 48 


House of Daniel De Clark; the De Wint House 
Tappan 


The house is generally known as the house of Johannes De Wint, probably because he was Washington’s 
host on several occasions. It is the oldest house still standing in Rockland County and was built by 
Daniel De Clark, leader of the Tappan settlement. The date of its erection, 1700, is worked in brickwork 
in large lettering across the front (the “0” can be seen in the plate). It is built of sandstone cut in a 
local quarry and of brick brought from Holland. The gable roof is even steeper than that on the Mill 
Island Schenck house (plate 13) and resembles the earliest houses in New Netherland. Daniel De 
Clark probably drew his inspiration directly from the old country where he was born but the curving 
overhang shows the influence of his neighbors in this country. Notice the spy hole high up in the east 
gable end; it was of use when Indians were lurking around. 
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PLATE 49 


De Pew House 
Haverstraw Road, New City 


This house was built at two different times. The west unit, consisting of one room, was the original 
house. As William Campbell of Haverstraw was the owner from 1713 to 1741 and as the house is of an 
early type of construction, it is possible that he erected it; otherwise it was built in the 1740s by 
Peter Du Puw according to an early style. The west unit (shown in the photograph) is similar but later 
in period and includes the hallway down the center of the house. It is said to have been built about 
1780, probably by the son Abraham De Pew. The photograph shows the character of the undressed 
stonework used so extensively for the rear and side walls even at a late period. Notice the careful 
cornering with the use of dressed stones. The slope of the roof is more moderate than was customary. 


The curving overhang of the roof is seen on this type of house in Rockland County but is more common 
in Bergen County. 
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PLATE 50 


House of Peter De Pew 
near the Hackensack River, Orangeburg 


This house was built between 1768 and 1778 by Peter De Pew, son of the Peter Du Puw who may have 
erected the house at New City (plate 49); it remained in the family until about 1856. Notice the 
character of the lintels and the fact that the chimneys are on different sides of the ridge pole. The 
house has recently undergone substantial restoration: the extension of the gambrel roof over the gable 


end, the two-paned window sashes, double door and porch are not original items. 
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PLATE 51 


Haner—Ryder House 
at the South End of Rockland Lake 


This is considered the second oldest house in Rockland County. It was built shortly after 1700 and 
before 1713 when it was called the Haner house. It had passed into the possession of the Ryder family 
before 1800. There was an early German settlement in this vicinity and both the Haners and Ryders 
were of this nationality. The house is very primitive. Its stone walls are over twenty inches thick. The 
attic is reached by a ladder from the one room on the ground floor. The site for this early house was 
no doubt chosen because of the spring nearby and the protection afforded by the surrounding hills. 
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PLATE 52 


Haring House 
King’s Highway, Tappan 


This is a very beautiful example of the type of house built in the settled communities of Rockland 
County a few years before the Revolutionary War. Unfortunately its builder is unknown; the first 
known owner was John Haring in the 1870s. The front and rear walls of this house were built of 
dressed stone and the sides are of roughly cut stone. The high gambrel roof has a curving overhang of 
good proportions. The sloping dormers, although not original, are the early type; commencing at the 
break in the roofline, they form a continuation of the slope of the upper roof and thus they seem less 
like an excrescence and more like an integral part of the house. The Dutch are known for their 
successful mixture of architectural materials; to the stone of the walls and the wood of gable end and 
roof is added in this case the contrast of the brick lintels. The rear view is shown. 
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PLATE 53 


House of Abram Lent 
Road to Tappan, Orangeburg 


This house was built in 1752 by or for Abram Lent and remained the home of his descendants until 
about 1918. It is an outstanding example of the steep, equilateral, gable roof over a house two full 
rooms in depth. The resulting proportions are effective, especially in combination with the curving 
overhang. The sloping dormers blend well, although of course they are modern additions. The house is 
not so wide as the average. In the case of the wing, variation is seen in the use of stone lintels and the 
absence of overhang. This is the rear view; there is a modern enclosed porch in front. 
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PLATE 54 


House of Jeremias Mabie 
Orangeburg Road, Nauraushaun 


This house was built in the third quarter of the eighteenth century by Jeremias Mabie, who was of 
Huguenot descent, and it passed down in the female line. Notice the close-to-the-ground feeling of the 
house and the use of several different architectural materials. The stonework is carried very far up 
the gable end. Recent restoration has been very successful although the whiteriess of the repointing 
and the French windows are slight detractions. The modern benches by the front door are suggestive 
of the old Dutch “stoep” where the family gathered in good weather 
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PLATE 55 


Oblenis House 
Sickeltown Road, West Nyack 


Although the name suggests an Irish origin, the Oblenis family was Dutch and came to this country 
in the middle of the seventeenth century. This is a later family homestead, built only a few years 
before the Revolution, on a tract purchased in 1732. It is one of the very few frame houses built by 
the Dutch in Rockland County before the Revolution. Heavy chimney foundations, low ceilings, 
simple mantels, and the lack of architectural trim over the windows are points of difference from the 
otherwise similar, large, frame houses of the post-war era. Notice the unusual spaciousness of the 
house and the characteristic three chimneys. The various types of dormers are all modern alterations 
as well as the large enclosed porch in front. 
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PLATE 56 


House of Isaac Perry, later Blauvelt’s 
Blue Hill Road, Nauraushaun 


Isaac Perry built his house on his father’s homestead shortly before the Revolution, first the present 
west frame wing, and then the present stone wing shown in the photograph. The middle section was 
torn down by his grandson David D. Blauvelt and rebuilt about 1830. The house remained in the family 
until 1906-09. This stone wing is typical of the pre-war period in its stonework and contrasting lintels. 
The heavy roof is of course modern; the original roof undoubtedly resembled that on the Goetschius- 
Tallman house at Tallman (plate 68) except that there is an overhang in both front and rear. The main 
house is built along pre-revolutionary lines although larger in size, but notice the dentil cornice; such 
details are characteristic minor differences of the late period in which it was erected. 
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PLATE 57 


Sickels—V anderbilt House 
Sickeltown Road, Nauraushaun 


William Sickels was the first known owner of the house and may have built it about 1768. As the house 
has the appearance of greater age it may have been erected earlier by his father-in-law Cornelius 
Cuyper. The house is built for the most part of very roughly cut stone of varying shapes and sizes, but 
notice the careful cornering. The wing had a gable roof probably without an overhang. The gambrel roof 
over the main house has a very deep overhang. A sparsity of windows is characteristic of early houses 
and of the rear rooms of later houses: in this instance there is only one window on either side of the rear 
door of the main house and no window next to the door in the wing. The frame wing on the road end 
belongs to a later period and the dormers are of course modern. 
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PLATE 58 


House of Lambert Adriaensen Smidt (?) 
Road to Orangeburg, Blauvelt 





This house stands on that part of the Tappan Patent allotted to Lambert Adriaensen Smidt in the 
Division of 1721. Construction indicates that the house belongs to this early period. This, together with 
the fact that the house is an unusually large and well finished one such as only a prominent and wealthy 
member of the community would erect, leads to the belief that it was built by Lambert Adriaensen 
Smidt. The house is unusually spacious in both length and breadth for this early period in Rockland 
County. It is built of roughly cut stone and is covered by a gambrel roof of ample proportions with an 
overhang only in front. It is probable that originally the ground did not slope away so sharply in front; 
certainly the piazza running the length of the house is a modern addition and probably replaces a 
Dutch “stoep.” The sun has unduly emphasized the modern gutter along the roof edge. Note the 
chimneys, one at the front and one at the rear. Later houses of this size have three or four. 
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PLATE 59 


Smidt House (?) 
Greenbush Road, Blauvelt 


The land on which this house stands was allotted in the division of the Tappan Patent to Lambert 
Adriaensen Smidt, who is believed to have built a home on other property of his (plate 58). The house 
must have been erected shortly after the division as it belongs to the early eighteenth century. It is the 
average size house of the type covered by a gambrel roof. Notice the old windows with the twelve-paned 
upper sash and narrow lower sash. The square cornice along the front of the house is a later alteration 
and undoubtedly replaces the original curved overhang of the roof. Dormers, porch, and diamond-paned 
window sashes are also changes. This house and the one attributed to Lambert Adriaensen Smidt both 
depart from the almost invariable rule of early Rockland County Dutch houses in facing the south to 
get the maximum sunlight regardless of the direction of the road; both these houses face in an easterly 
direction toward the road. 
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PLATE 60 


House of Major John Smith 
Germond Road, Germonds 


This is known as the house of Major John Smith, a Revolutionary figure and grandson of Lambert 
Adriaensen Smidt, reputed builder of a house further south (plate 58). It is probable that Major John 
purchased rather than erected the house, which may have been built as early as 1735, the date attributed 
to the barn on the property. The rear view is shown. It will be noticed that the doorway is not centrally 
placed; in later years houses invariably had a balanced composition. Interesting details are the double 
chimney and the inside smoke house. 
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PLATE 61 


Barn of Major John Smith 
Germond Road, Germonds 


This barn was on the property of Major John Smith and stands a short distance back of his house 
(plate 60). It is said that the date 1735 could once be deciphered. It is the only old stone barn in the 
county still in existence. The marked difference in the proportions of its gambrel roof with those on 
_ the houses is no doubt due to the desire for more storage space for hay. Notice how comparatively close 
to the ground the roof extends. 
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PLATE 62 


House of Cornelius Smith 
Cherry Lane, Tallman 


This stone house was built by Cornelius Smith on a farm purchased by him shortly after 1765, and 
remained in the family until about 1910. The house is more characteristic of an earlier period. It is 
built of very irregularly cut stones and has the old windows with twelve-paned upper sashes and narrow 
lower sashes. Houses of this late date generally have a balanced composition with the door flanked on 
either side by the same number of windows. The panelled double Dutch door and the early simple 
fanlight were removed after this photograph was taken. Originally there must have been a “stoep” in 
front. The sloping cellar hatch is as usual under the window by the front door. The wooden additions 


on either side of the stone house belong to the early nineteenth century. 
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PLATE 63 


Sneden House 
Sneden’s Landing, Palisades 


A group of Sneden houses still stand by the Landing on the Hudson River. To distinguish it from the 
others, this is known as the house of William Sneden, as he was the owner in the mid-nineteenth 
century. This is believed by some to be the mansion erected by William Merritt about 1700 and known 
as Cheer Hall, shown as a two story house and mentioned as “Corbett’s old house” in Alexander’s 
survey of 1719, bought by the Snedens before 1745, and in the state line survey of 1769 called “Sneydon’s 
house, formerly Corbet’s.” The house has not the appearance of such great age and it is possible that it 
was rebuilt at some time. It is typically Dutch and does not suggest an English builder. Due to an 
abrupt slope of the land the river front is two stories in height. The stone lintels are characteristic of 
the pre-revolutionary period. The steep gambrel roof has no overhang. The exterior brickwork of the 
chimney, dormers and large porch are alterations. 
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PLATE 64 


House of Harmanus Tallman 
Germond Road, Germonds 


The first known owner of this house was Harmanus Tallman, born 1737. It is probable that the wing 
was built before his occupancy but the earlier owners of the land are unknown. It is built of roughly cut 
stone and has a steep gable roof. The overhang in front has been recently greatly extended and propped 
by simple square supports, forming a deep porch which blends unusually well with the original architec- 
ture and emphasizes the close-to-the-earth feeling of the house. The main house was probably built by 
Harmanus Tallman about the time of the Revolution. The roof is carried up to an unusual height, the 
equivalent of almost three stories, thus following and emphasizing the lines of the original unit. The 
large window sashes, four small panes in breadth, the stone lintels and panelled door jamb are all 
characteristic of this period. The sunburst decoration over the front door was especially in vogue in 
the years following the war. Dormers and shutters are of course modern. The house has undergone a 
very successful restoration. 
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PLATE 65 


Tallman House 
Road to Valley Cottage, West Nyack 


It is believed that this house was built a few years before the Revolution by a member of the Tallman 
family, on property bought from the Indians by Harman Tallman in 1687. It has been occupied by 
descendants until very recent years. Notice the difference in type of lintels in the wing and main part, 
the panelled jamb of the front door, and the small size of the windows in both units. It is probable that 
the main house once had overhanging eaves. The alternation of long and very short stones in the courses 
of the main house adds life to the masonry and is characteristic especially in Bergen County. 
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PLATE 66 


Terneur—Hutton House 
Sickeltown Road, West Nyack 


This house was erected in two similar units. A stone records that the west section was built in 1731 by 
M. P. and S. T. They were probably tenants of Thomas Clark who sold the tract in 1732 to Hendrick 
Oblenis. The first known occupant was Hendrick Terneur (1734-1819), who bequeathed the property to 
his adopted son John Hutton. This Hendrick Terneur was a grandson of Hendrick Oblenis so it is 
probable that his parents, Jacobus Terneur and Jacomina Oblenis, lived here before him and built the 
east unit of the house shown in the photograph. The house is built of roughly dressed stone covered by 
a gable roof, having an overhang in front and extending in a long slope closer to the ground in the rear. 
Notice the old windows with twelve-paned upper sashes and narrow lower sashes. The main room of 
each unit has its separate outside door, thus eliminating any need of a hall, and the small rooms at the 
rear, originally bedrooms, open directly into the main rooms. 
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PLATE 67 


House of Jacob Vanderbilt 
Road to Clarkstown, Germonds 


The first known owner of the house was Jacob Vanderbilt, born 1768, and it remained in his family 
until the 1850s. He probably inherited it from his grandfather Jacob Vanderbilt who came to this region 
about 1730. Construction of the house shows that it was built at about this date. Notice how far up the 
gable end the rough stonework is carried, the carefully laid stones at the corners, the small windows, 
and the steepness of the gambrel roof. Mud plastering, split laths and handwrought nails are other 
evidences of its early age. The lean-to and door porch are of course later alterations. The view shows 
the rear and west end. 
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PLATE 68 


Zabriskie (? )}—Goetschius—Tallman House 
Cherry Lane, Tallman 


The tract on which this house stands was bought by John Zabriskie in 1724 and sold by his grandson 
John Goetschius in 1797 to John Tallman, whose descendants are still in possession. None of the early 
owners seem to have lived here, so it is probable that the house was erected by some tenant of the 
Zabriskies in the second quarter of the eighteenth century. The house was built in an early style and 
consists of two main rooms each with its separate outside door. It is built of a slaty rubble and the 
front wall is plastered; the moderately steep roof overhangs in front; the small-sized window openings 
with the narrow lower sash and an early form of fanlight are to be noted. The row of dormers is of 
course modern. Like the majority of Dutch houses, especially in Rockland County, it was built to face 
the south in order to get the maximum of sunlight, regardless of the direction of the road, which in 
this case is at the end. 
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PLATE 69 


Unidentified House 
Pomona Road, New City 


Built of undressed stone and covered by a gable roof having a curving overhang in front and a long 
low slope in the rear, it greatly resembles the Terneur-Hutton house at West Nyack (plate 66), the first 
unit of which was built in 1731. This house was probably erected in the middle of the eighteenth 
century but its builder is unknown. 
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WESTERVELT HOUSE, TENAFLY 


BERGEN (IncLupinc Hupson) COUNTY 


HE west shore of the Hudson River opposite Manhattan Island soon 
| attracted the attention of the Dutch. In 1630 Michael Pauw acquired two 


large tracts at Hoboken and Ahasimus with the intention of erecting the 
patroonship of Pavonia, but he was obliged to give them tp in three years as he 
did not comply with the conditions of settlement. The first buildings on the west 
shore were erected in 1633 by the West India Company at Paulus Hook, Com- 
munipaw and Ahasimus; various grants and leases were made, but the small settle- 
ments were wiped out by the Indian massacre of 1643, brought on by Director 
Kieft’s stupidity. This continued to be the fate of the venturesome settlers until the 
land east of the Hackensack River was purchased from the Indians for a second 
time in 1658 and the inhabitants were required by Stuyvesant’s order to concentrate 
within the palisaded villages of Communipaw and Bergen. The latter village, 
founded in 1660, was located in the heart of the present Jersey City and became 
the township and county seat. A Reformed Church was organized here in 1662 
and was the first Dutch church in the Province of New Jersey. No pre-revolutionary 
houses remain in the present Hudson County, in which these settlements were 
Situated, 

New Netherland had become English territory before any building was com- 
menced in the present Bergen County. Various tracts were granted by Carteret and 
the later Proprietors to speculators and prospective settlers, as individuals or in 
stoups, the earliest in 1668 and 1669. William Sandford of Barbadoes was granted 
in 1668 the neck on which Rutherford stands and divided it with Nathaniel Kings- 
land, also of Barbadoes, who settled here. Hackensack stands on the tract granted 
in 1668 to Capt. John Berry, who soon sold parcels to many settlers including the 

estervelts, Ackermans, Terheuns and Kipps. In 1677 David Demarest purchased 

large tract from the Indians near River Edge and Schraalenburg, wher T - 

‘mmediately started a French colony, which the Duries and Loziers joined. —- 

region south to the juncture of the Overpeck and the Hackensack was od e 

“ndians in 1676 and confirmed by the Proprietors in 1682 to a group eee: Py 

including Laurence Andriessen Van Buskirk and Hendrick Jorisse der th 

both of whom removed here. The land near the state border was settled “ A be 
“Ppan grant of 1682 and the Lockhart patent of 1687 by the Harings ane o 

‘ including several of the 

tract east of Paterson was granted in 1687 to a group 4 

elt in 1695 purchase 
“retsons, who located here later. Roeloff Lubberts Westerv i labeled ie 
© tracts near Tenafly, where he made his home. Albert Zabriskie o 


h 
atge grants near Paramus, and in 1708 sold a large part at Saddle River to T -— 
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Van Buskirk who settled here, and the Zabriskie sons made their homes on other 
portions. After passing through several hands, the lands around Closter were 
purchased in 1710 by Resolvert and Barent Nagel, who immediately located here, 
A large part of the Kinderkamack lands, patented to the Demarests, was purchased 
by the Cooper family who removed here. Among the early settlers in the western 
part of the county were the Garretsons, Van Alens, Van Houtens, Hoppers, Acker- 
mans and Van Voorhees, 

Thus the county was gradually opened up. It is probable that the earliest 
settlement of any size was located at the present Ridgefield Park, between Overpeck 
Creek and Hackensack River. This was the site of Old Hackensack, the home of 
the Brinkerhofs and other Dutch families, A Dutch Church was organized at 
Hackensack in 1686 and at Schraalenburgh to the north in 1724, The Ponds Church 
at the western end of the county was in existence as early as 1710 and the Paramus 
Church in 1725, | 

The Province of East Jersey was divided into counties in 1682. The original 
Bergen County comprised the strip of land along the Hudson River from the end 
of the peninsula near Staten Island north to the New York border and west only 
as far as the Hackensack River, which was then the division line with Essex 
County. In 1709/10 Bergen County was greatly enlarged to include all the territory 
west as far as the Passaic and Pequannock Rivers. A large part of this was even- 
tually taken from it in 1837 for the formation of Passaic County, and in 1840 the 
original Town of Bergen with other land at the south end was organized into 
Hudson County, The northern part of the county was claimed by the Province of 
New York and the boundary line was not definitely settled until 1772. 

The so-called Dutch Colonial style reached the height of its development in 
Bergen County. Until after the Revolution the great majority of houses were built 
of red sandstone blocks, often quarried on the property, cut, roughly dressed and 
laid by the slaves, The 75 acte bounty offered by the Proprietors for each slave 
brought into the county resulted in abundant cheap labor and the consequent 
extensive use of the local sandstone quarries in the construction of the houses: 
The gambrel roof with a short, shallow upper slope and a very long, sweeping 
lower slope was developed in Bergen County where it became very popular. Eaves 
overhanging the front and rear walls by several feet added to the sweeping quality 
of the roofline, whether gable or gambrel, and their curved slope contributed to 
the beautiful effect. The roofline is the dominating feature in these houses. The 
next point of interest is the variety of building materials in each house—ston® 
shingle and clapboarding, also sometimes brick and iron. 


In Bergen County we find a balanced architectural composition more frequently 
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than elsewhere. In early days this was an unplanned development, a natural result 
of the growth of the family in numbers and wealth: the original home became too 
small or too humble, a larger one was added adjoining it and the former became 
the kitchen and slave wing; later a wing was added on the other side for the 
grandparents’ home. This balanced three unit composition was only popular in 
Bergen County. There are very few examples of these houses in which all three 
units were built before the Revolution; in the majority of cases the newer wing 
was built in the style popular around the opening of the nineteenth century. 

An intensive field survey of Bergen County was made with the help of 
Erskine’s Revolutionary surveys, the old roads were located and a surprisingly large 
number of old houses found. The discussion of early land grants in Harvey’s 
Genealogical History of Hudson and Bergen Counties proved very useful. The 
ownership of the houses was determined with the aid of old residents and local 
historians, county histories and maps. The genealogical sketches were compiled 
from family Bibles and church records where no satisfactory publications were 
available, The author is especially indebted to Miss Saretta Demarest and Miss 
Mary A. Demarest for information concerning the Demarest family genealogy and 
landholdings, A few of the photographs in this section were taken in 1925 but the 
great majority in 1933, The various short articles on the Dutch architecture of 
Bergen County have been consulted, the most important being: Colonial Building 
in New Jersey by William N. Black, in the Architectural Record for January 
1894, Some Early Dutch Houses in New Jersey by John T. Boyd, Jr., in the 
July, Aug., Sept., 1914 issues of the same periodical, Farm Houses of New N _ 
land by Aymar Embury II, in the White Pine Series of Architectural gary z 
for December 1915, and Early Dutch Houses of New Jersey by Cliffor 
Wendehack, in the same series, Vol. XI. Many differing views of the —, 
teproduced in these articles, and also in the 250th Anniversary of the Founding 
of Bergen, 1910, 
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Achenbach House 
Chestnut Ridge Road, Saddle River 
PLATE 70 


Hans Georg Achenbach emigrated from Saxony and settled on Zabriskie’s 
New Paramus patent, locating on the eastern hill overlooking the Saddle River 
valley. Romance is connected with his name, for tradition states that he was a 
shepherd boy who eloped with his employer’s daughter, and was therefore compelled 
to leave Germany. They are buried on a promontory on their hill farm overlooking 
the river. He was elected an elder of the Lutheran Church of Ramapo in 3770 and 
retired as senior elder in 1774, He or his son probably built the house; the high 
ceilings and carved woodwork of the main house testify to a date around 1790, but 
the wing may be older and pre-revolutionary. In 1876 the house was owned by a 
Mrs, Achenbach, and the property adjoining on the north was owned by Thomas 
Achenbach, undoubtedly descendants of the builder. About 1835 Mary Ann 
Achenbach married Thomas Terhune. They later inherited the house, which came 
to be known as the Terhune house. The present owner, E, Percy Smith, bought 
the property about twenty years ago from a land company. 

Although the Achenbachs were of German origin, they settled in a Dutch 
locality and adopted their neighbors’ style of building. The stones of the house are 
dressed and well cut and laid. The house has a neat and methodical feeling, a 
slightly different atmosphere from other similar houses, which may be attributed 
to the builder’s German origin. 

The house stands on the east side of the Chestnut Ridge Road, north of the 
toad which climbs the hill from Saddle River village. 


House of Abraham Ackerman, later Brinkerhoff’s 
184 Essex Street, Hackensack. 
PLATE 71 


An interesting stone in the east end of this house (from which the ivy has 
been carefully trained away) bears the inscription: “A.A.M.: G.A.M.: D.A.M.: 
1704”; followed by several symbols of husbandry and hieroglyphics, which may 
be good luck signs. Thus we know that the house was built by Abraham Ackerman 
(Acker Man) and his two eldest sons David and Gerrit, in the year 1704, The 
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plan of the house conforms to the usual Dutch arrangement, a central hall flanked 
by rooms on either side. One of these rooms, the present dining room, is separated 
from the hall by a very thick wall; it is probable that the original house consisted of 
this dining room and the old west wing (which was torn down in 1865 and replaced 
then by the present frame wing). This part of the house may have been built as 
early as 1696: one of Abraham’s children was baptized at Bergen in 1694 and the 
next child baptized at Hackensack in 1696, showing that he removed to Hackensack 
at this time. The house stands on property bought by Abraham Ackerman from 
Capt. John Berry, to whom it had been granted in 1668, 

David' Akkerman emigrated from the Mayory in the Bosch (s’Hertogen- 
bosch) in North Brabant with his wife Lysbet de Villiers, four sons and two 
daughters, and arrived in the ship Fox at New Amsterdam Aug. 31, 1662, He died 
within a year of his arrival, and the Orphanmasters soon called upon the widow to 
settle his small estate. She opened a little shop in her home in the Marketfield, 
New Amsterdam, where she sold provisions, shoes and beer, to support her young 
family. Their youngest child, Abraham’ Ackerman, was born May 15, 1659 
according to the legend on an old painting in the house, although recorded as aged 
six years on the passenger list of 1662, In 1682 he was living in Midwout, but soon 
removed to Bergen. On May 28, 1683 Abraham, born in Berlicum (five miles east 
of s’'Hertogenbosch), living in Bergen, married Aeltye Van Laer, who was living 
in Bellfort; she was born April 15, 1666 at Kingston, daughter of Adrian Van Laer 
and Abigail Ver Planken, They lived in Bergen until about 1696, when they 
removed to their new lands in Hackensack, They had eight sons, David, Gerrit, 
Johannes (died young), Adrian, Johannes, Gellyn, Abraham, and Lawrens, and 
six daughters. The house was evidently inherited by the youngest son, Lawrence 
A.’ Ackerman, born about 1706, married Oct, 27, 1727 Geesje Paulusse, bap. Dec. 
2, 4709, In his will of 1770 he left his estate including his residence at New Barbadoes 
(the name given to the neck between the Hackensack and Saddle Rivers) to the 
two children of his only son Abraham, deceased, willing the old farm where he 
lived to the grandson Laurens, Laurens A.’ Ackerman, bap. Sept. 2, 1757 at 
Schraalenburg, died in 1822, married about 1781 Sophie Lozier and had four sons 
and one daughter, On May 6, 1822, shortly after the death of their father, Laurens 
and Nicholas Ackerman gave a quit-claim deed to John L. and Henry L. Ackerman 
(all four being sons of Laurens A. Ackerman) for 90 acres along the public road 
to Saddle River including the old house. On Nov. 10, 1825 they sold this land and 
house to Albert Brinkerhoff. 

Albert’ Brinkerhoff (1763-1844), son of Jacob’ Brinkerhoff, inherited the 
ancestral house and homestead at Old Hackensack (now Ridgefield Park) and 
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eventually left it to his son Jacob (see 
, plate 79), 
in Hackensack for his other son Albert, Jr : be bought the Ackerman house 
Albert’ Brinkerhoff, Jr. marri 7 y alter the latter's marri 
ried Altia Hopper (1802 j atriage, 
Cornelia Ackerman, was a descendant of the bu; -1885), whose grandmother, 
children, Harriet B.’ Brinkerhoff (1841-1913 e builder of the house, One of their 
their childr en, Catharin J ' ; )s sold the house in 1899, Another f 
fived in Fla e Jane’ Brinkerhoff, b. 1831, married G Co : 
ed in Flatbush, Their daughter Garetta Vand erret Cortelyou and 
Mabon, and they bought bazk the anderveer Cortelyou married John S, 
Montgomery. Th ancestral place July 33, 1906 from a Mr 
ery e present owners are their daugh iss Eliza ; 
her sister Mrs, A. J. L’Heureaux, —o a ee 
The house is well 
the long, sweeotn well known as a beautiful example of Dutch architecture. Note 
the ett = 3 hie? of * one roof, Over the doorway is a fanlight of 
old west wing of the house, now gone, was the ol 
oe stone floor, huge fireplace and Dutch oven, and slave Aono io the 
vote ve When Mrs. Cortelyou (born 1831) lived here as a child, the entire 
” $0 the main house was open attic, where the big wool wheels and looms 
weaving blankets were stored. The stait's were enclosed, with a door at the foot 
: — any of the heat from ascending into the attic and being wasted. The 
a y slept downstairs, the parents in the room behind the dining room, The present 
: tary was two bedrooms. The upstairs bedrooms were partitioned off one by one 
rom the attic (their ceilings are of different heights), and dormers added one at a 
time, The road was much nearer the house in those days. During the seven years 
it was out of the family, the stoop was shortened, and the unsuitable heavy pillars 
were added. The house stands in a lawn a short distance from the street, and has 
an air of seclusion and quiet dignity, although in the heart of Hackensack near the 
tailway station, Other views of the house may be seen in Black’s article, p. 259, 


and in Boyd’s article, pp. 34 and 42. 


House of Johannes Ackerman, later Brinkerhoft’s 
formerly at 651 Polifly Road, Hasbrouck Heights. 
| PLATE 72 


The pre-revolutionary part of this house is the picturesque wing (torn down 
since this photograph was taken in 1925). A stone near the door of the wing was 
inscribed “H. x B. ACKn”; these initials have been ascribed to Hannes and Betje 

) Ackerman, bap. Nov. 15, 1696 at Hackensack, 


Ackerman, Johannes’ (or Hannes 
the builder of the Hackensack house 


was the ninth child of Abraham Ackerman, 
(plate 71). On May 5, 1720 he married Maria, daughter of Thomas Weeckvelt, and 


had four children: Maria, Abraham, Thomas, who died before his father, and Aeltje. 
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He married secondly on Feb. 28, 1728 Elizabeth, daughter of William Stegge (or 
Stagg), and had seven sons: William, David, Johannes, Gerrit, Petrus, Laurens, 
who died before his father, and Cornelis, Johannes Ackerman undoubtedly built this 
house about the time of his second marriage in 1728 and brought up his second family 
here. About the middle of the century he and most of his children removed to 
Paramus, where he was a resident at the time he made his will in 1759. Petrus is 
the only one of his children known to have remained in Hackensack, where he died 
in 1813, 

The main part of the house, although of a pre-revolutionary character, was 
built shortly after 1800 by Jacob Brinkerhoff. This Jacob is not positively identified, 
but he may belong to the following line: George Brinkerhoff bought a farm of 200 
actes in the borough of Woodridge, formerly Polifly. Henry and Jacob, two of his 
four sons, divided the farm equally. The latter, Jacob G. Brinkerhoff, b. 1772, 
married Margaret Bartholf, and had issue, 

The house is south of Hackensack in a section formerly called Polifly. It stands 
on the west side of the Polifly Road, immediately north of its intersection with the 
new state highway. Since 1925 the old wing has been taken down, and the main | 
house has been so completely altered and modernized with a solid row of dormers 
and other changes that it has lost all character. It is now the Stagg Produce Farm. 
The wing, although actually not built until about 1728, was a well-known example 
of the Dutch stone house of the early type: the straight slopes of its gable roof 
extended only to the line of the walls, and did not curve and overhang the walls as 
in the later development of Dutch houses, Another view can be seen in Wendehack’s 
article, plate 22, 


Ackerman—Naugle House 
415 East Saddle River Road, Paramus, Ridgewood 
PLATE 73 


This house is supposed to have been built by an Ackerman, the dates 1692, 170} 
and 1760 being variously ascribed to it. The first two dates should be considered in 
connection with the early half of the house. According to the Terhune family, it was 
built in 1692 by David T. Ackerman, but there was no member of the family with 
this name at this early period, Three of the sons of Abraham Ackerman, builder of 
the house in Hackensack (plate 71), settled at Paramus: David A.’ was living here 
in 1742 and died here in 1760, Adrian A.’ came between 1720 and 1723, and 
Johannes A.’ about 1722 and died here in 1760. Many of their sons remained here 
at Paramus. The above David A.’ Ackerman was born in 1684 and was therefore 
but eight years old in 1692 and seventeen year's of age in 1701; he helped to bull 
his father’s house at Hackensack in 1704 and was still living there when he marrie 
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in 3707. He had removed to Paramus before his son David, Jr. married in 1742, In 
$760 David A.’ Ackerman willed his farm at Paramus to his son Gerrit: the latter 
in 1773 willed the old plantation whereon he dwelt to his son David (born about 
1745), except for three acres on the old place to his son Cobus (or Jacobus) on the 
south side of the lot near the King’s Road; Gerrit also willed land to his son Hannes 
on the west side of the Saddle River. It is probable that this is the branch of the 
Ackerman family who built and dwelt in this house. It stands on a tract which was 
granted to Jacob Albertse Zabriskie, and divided among his children, including his 
son-in-law John Ackerman, The latter was a son of the above David A.’ Ackerman; 
at his death in 1753 without issue, he left his estate to his brothers and sisters. The 
property may have been acquired by the family in that manner. There is a tradition 
in the Naugle family that the house was built in 1760 by an Abram Ackerman. 
Presumably this refers to the later half of the house, but it was probably erected by 
some other member of the Ackerman family. The above three brothers all had sons 
named Abraham, but David’s son Abraham lived at Tappan, Adrian’s son Abraham 
lived at Schraalenburg, and Johannes’ son Abraham lived at Paramus on the west 
side of the river. 

The house is sometimes called the Carlock—Naugle house, It may have been 
owned by the Carlocks in the early nineteenth century. David Barent’ Naugle, b. 
Aug. 24, 1803 at Closter, was a member of the extensive Naugle family around 
Closter; his grandfather John was the eldest son of Hendrick’ Nagel (1718-1806) 
and his first wife Catharine Blauvelt (see plate 98). This David B. Naugle married 
Harriet Carlough (or Carlock) on Dec. 6, 1828 at Paramus. He made many land 
purchases in this locality over a period of years after 1835 and may have bought 
the house from his wife’s relatives. At all events he was living in this house by 1863. 
“Old Dave” Naugile, as he was called, kept a hotel for many years in a house further 
south on the Paramus Road, a famous place for musters on “training days” and 
for political conventions; the social leader's of the day were frequent patrons at the 
dances in the ballroom; the hotel was still standing in 1896 but no longer exists. 
Sometime before David died in 1883 he moved his family down to this hotel to live 
but continued to own the house farther _ ri and — had ree ae 

hose heirs so e property in question out of the 
among them John D. Natg/sr d by John Woodward and leased out. 


famil t 1914, It is now owne 
° - ged has only two main rooms. The east half is said to have been built as 
early as 1692 and 1703. It belongs to this very early period, but if built by an Acker- 


man it was probably not in existence until some time after 1707. The architectural 
style, low ceiling, exposed beams, and simple mantel shelf in the east room are all 
characteristic of the very early eighteenth century. The date 1760 has been ascribed 
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to the house and undoubtedly applies to the later west half. The west room has an 
early mantel, cupboard, and panelled walls typical of the middle of the century. The 
age of the house is not brought out by the photograph, due to the abundance and 
whiteness of the wood trim which the camera has overemphasized. This is a good 
example of the early one room type of house with neither hall nor stairway. 

The house stands on the east side of the Saddle River Road, a few hundred feet 
north of the Paramus Road, which turns here and crosses the Saddle River to 
Paramus Church. This locality is the old settlement of Paramus, now included in 
the eastern part of the City of Ridgewood. 


Ackerman—Van Emburgh House 
Head of Paramus Road, Paramus, Ridgewood 
PLATE 74 


This house is also supposed to have been built by an Ackerman and its early 
history is likewise obscure. The above discussion of early Ackermans at Paramus 
can be considered here; the two houses are only a few hundred feet apart, and were 
probably both on the same tract originally. This house may stand on the three acres 
on the south side of David Ackerman’s property near the King’s Road, willed by 
him to his son Cobus in 1773, Here also there is a tradition that an Abraham Acker- 
man probably erected it. Albert Terhune, recently deceased, a former owner and 
local historian, believed it to have been built in 1701, and painted this date over 
the door, Paramus was being settled at about this time and the curve of the roofline 
does resemble that on the Ackerman house at Hackensack, built in 1704 (plate 73). 
But if it was erected by an Ackerman, the house probably dates from the second 
quarter of the eighteenth century. Another view of the house can be seen in Albee’s 
article, p. 285. Here the house is stated to have been built about 1710 by Abram 
Flopper and to have been occupied by the Hoppers during the Revolution. The latter 
statement, at least, is incorrect for the house is marked illegibly on Watkins’ map 
of $778 as “Van dirkin ...s” (?), 

An Ackerman is believed to have sold the house to John Van Emburgh, who 
married Mary Terhune in 1811 at Paramus Church. He later sold the property to 
his brother Henry’ Van Emburgh, b, July 13, 1801 at Paramus, son of Henry’ Van 
Emburgh of Paramus and Polly Voorhees, a descendant of Dr. Gysbert’ Van Im- 
broch, who had emigrated to this country by 1653 and married Rachel De La Mon- 
tagne. Henry Van Emburgh, Jr., married Margaret Demarest. The house was 
inherited by their son Jacob Demarest” Van Emburgh, b. July 12, 1822 at Paramus. 
He married Maria Jane Bogert and they conveyed the property Aug. 7, 178} to 
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Albert D. Terhune who had married their daughter Sarah Jane. Mr, Terhune sold 
it June 2, 1924 to the present owner Peter Zigmunt. 

The house stands on the north side of the Paramus Road, at the turn, and at 
the head of the road’s descent to Saddle River and the church. This locality was 
known as Paramus, and is now a part of the City of Ridgewood. 


House of Abram Ackerman; Washington’s Headquarters 
East Saddle River Road, Saddle River 
PLATE 75 


This house was built by Abraham Ackerman, the wing in 1750 or 1760 and the 
main part in 1781, according to descendants. Gerrit’ Ackerman, born in Bergen and 
baptized May 3, 1685 in New York City, was the second son of Abraham Ackerman, 
builder of the house at Hackensack in 1704 (plate 73). On Oct. 4, 1712 at Hacken- 
sack he married Jannetje Alberts Van Voorhis, and had six children all baptized 
at Hackensack. He later removed to Saddle River, where he died in 1758, He willed 
the farm on which he lived to his son Albert (their house has been torn down within 
the memory of people living), and 100 acres on the east side of the Saddle River 
to his elder son Abram. 

Abram‘ Ackerman, bap. Jan. 22, 1716 at Hackensack, was a bachelor of 40 odd 
at the time of his father’s death, and probably built this small house for himself at 
about this date (1758). On Oct. 26, 1764* he rather unexpectedly married. His wife 
Marytye Hopper* had first married Nov. 23, }755* Andries Hopper, who died Aug. 
22, 1760* after they had had three children.* (A family record, quoted in Viele’s 
Ackerman Genealogy MS, states her maiden name to have been Zabriskie, but she is 
called Marytye Hopper in the Bible records from which the above dates are taken). 
By her second marriage to Abram Ackerman, she also had three children, Antye 
(1765-1788*), Weentje (1773-1799*), and Gerrit, Marytye died March 5, 1781,* 
and was followed by her husband Oct. 25, 1787." Having married, and acquired a 
family of his wife’s as well as one of his own, the house became too small, so Abram 
built the main part of the house in {781 as soon as war disturbances were over. 

During the Revolution the patriot army encamped on the grounds by the river, 
and bread for the soldiers was baked in the old Dutch oven connected with a de- 
tached building, which was the servants’ (slaves?) quarters, The house (which con- 
sisted then of the present small wing only) held six children, but had room for 


Washington also! It was his headquarters for a time, and is marked thus on a map 


‘lfer as well as a farmer (Erskine’s map marks the place 


of 1876. Abram was a mi 
Abram Ackerman and Watkins’ map Ackerman’s Mills). The mill was operated 


until recently. 
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Abram’s only son Gerrit A.’ Ackerman, b, May 25, 1769* in the old house, d, 
Nov. J, 1855,* married June 27, 1790* Charity Hopper, b. April J, 1763,* Of their 
five sons and four daughters, all born in the homestead, Charity Ann’ Ackerman, 
b. Jan. 12, 1819, inherited the house. She married Henry Achenbach and died in 
the 1890’s. The house was sold in 1921 by the Achenbach estate to Charles Scott, 
whose family owned it until about 1935, 

The Scotts were very interested in the house, and carefully restored without 
matring it. The pre-revolutionary wing is now a modern kitchen; the main part 
of the house contains unusually beautiful examples of woodwork of a post-revo- 
lutionary character. The wing is built of roughly cut stone covered by a fairly 
steep, gable roof. The main house is conservatively built in typical eighteenth cen- 
tury style; it is of dressed stone covered by a gambrel roof with an overhang. The 
road formerly ran between the house and the river, as is shown in the photograph 
(taken in 1925), but now takes a wide turn around the south and east sides of the 
house. It stands a short distance north of the village of Saddle River. 


Alyea—Outwater House 
445 River Road, Fairlawn 
PLATE 76 


The early ownership of this house is not known. It is shown (but the ownet 
not named) on Erskine’s Revolutionary map, A marker has been erected by the 
Daughters of the Revolution to the effect that the house (only the wing then existed) 
was the headquarters of Major Henry Lee, better known as Light Horse Harry, in 
the fall of 1780 when guarding the approach to Lafayette’s camp at the Goffle, Lee’s 
occupancy must have been for a very short period, as he was ordered south to join 
the Southern Army in October of that year, 

Early in the nineteenth century the house was owned by Albert Alyea, He and 
his wife Sophia Bush had a daughter Eliza Alyea, born Aug. 30, 1821,* married 
Sept. 14, 1842 Peter R.’ Outwater of Rutherford, b. July 12, 1814 at Moonachie, 
son of Richard’ Outwater, who built the stone house in Rutherford still standing, 
and a descendant of Thomas Fransen’? (Oudewater), who in 1717 built the stone 
house at Moonachie (now destroyed), a son of Franz Jacobsen’ who emigrated from 
Oudewater and settled at Albany by 1657. After his marriage to Eliza Alyea, Petet 
Outwater bought the house at Wagaraw from his father-in-law, and settled here. 
He died Dec. 4, 1871: his widow survived him many years and died Aug. 25, $906. 
They had three children, Albert, Richard and Catharine, The two sons inherited 


the property jointly, Albert receiving the portion on which the house stands. Albert 
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Alyea’ Outwater, b. June 29, 1845, d. Feb, 26, 1909, left the house to his widow, 
Sarah Elizabeth Oldis, for life. In 1927 it was sold by the A. A. Outwater estate. 
The present owner is Stanley Mortlock. 

The primitive stonework, gable roof, and small windows of the wing are 
very early eighteenth century in style. The main house is post-revolutionary. The 
character of the house has been spoiled unfortunately, the wing by the modern 
glass door, and the main house by the large screened porch; the interior has been 
completely altered, 

The house faces south toward the extreme northern bend of the Passaic River 
above Paterson, The locality was formerly known as the Wagaraw, and until 
recently the present River Road was called the Wagaraw Road. The house stands on 
the north side of the River Road, between Paterson and Lincoln Avenues, in the 
southwestern corner of Bergen County. 


House of Hendrick Banta 
Pascack Road, Woodcliff Lake 
PLATE 77 


Hendrick’s ancestor, Epke Jacobse’ Banta, emigrated in 1659 in the ship De 
Trouw from Harlingen in Friesland, with his wife and children; he settled at 
Flushing where he was an innkeeper, then at Bergen and later near Hackensack. 
His grandson Hendrick’ Banta lived at Paramus and later on a farm in the English 
Neighborhood (now Ridgefield) ; his or his brother’s stone farmhouse is still stand- 
ing here (but greatly altered into a garage) at 1184 Edgewater Avenue, on the bank 
of the Overpeck Creek; in his will of 1766 he stated he had already provided for 
his son John. John‘ Banta, b. Oct. 6, $723 at Paramus, bap. Dec. Ist at Hackensack, 
married at Schraalenburgh Dec. 18, 1747 Margrietje, b. Feb. 11, 1729, daughter of 
John Durie of Schraalenburgh (see plate 86), and had four children, Henry, John, 
Agnes and Jacob. After the birth of his eldest son, he removed from the English 
Neighborhood to Pascack. He was a vet'y religious man, deacon of the nearby 
Paramus Church in 1756, elder, and delegate to the Classis in 17903 he died Dec. 10, 
1806. It is possible that John Banta built the house when he removed to Pascack in 
1750, but it is unlikely that he had given his house to his young son before the 
Revolution (Erskine’s map marks the house Henry Banta’s). 

Hendrick J.’ Banta, b. May 27, {749 and bap. June J8th at Hackensack, d. 
Feb. 15, 1803, leaving 500 acres to his sons; he married Margaret Demarest, b. July 
8, 1748, d. March 24, 1802, and had three daughters and five sons: John and Garret 
of Washington Twp., Jacob, Henry H. and Theunis of Hackensack. The third son, 
Jacob Banta, b. July 6, 1781, d. Oct. 7, 1859, married Margaret Eckerson, and lived 
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on his father’s homestead, His daughter Rachel, b. July 19, 1822, married James I. 
Demarest, and lived on the Pascack homestead all her life (the house is marked 
James I, Demarest on a map of 1876). It passed through several hands, and has 
been owned since about 1920 by Mrs. Robert Muirhead. 

This locality was formerly known as Pascack; the old Pascack Church is on the 
same road a short distance northwards, The countryside has been greatly changed 
by the damming up of the Pascack River to form a considerable lake, and the historic 
name of the place has been changed to Woodcliff Lake and Park Ridge. The house 
stands on the east side of Pascack Road, half-way between Werimus Lane and 
Woodcliff Avenue. 

The roughly dressed stone of the south front, the fairly low ceilings and steep 


gambrel roof are pre-revolutionary in style, although the feeling of age has been 
destroyed by the long new windows and the very heavy roof, 


House of Jan Berdan; the Vanderbeck Tavern 
formerly on Camden Street, Hackensack 


On June 9, 1708 Jan Berdan purchased all the tract between Isaac Van Giesen’s 
north line and the King’s road (Passaic Street), extending from the Hackensack 
River to the Saddle River, His father Jan’ Baerdan was a Huguenot, who fled to 
this country with his wife and only son Jan, He settled at Flatlands on Long Island, 
where he plied his trade as a weaver. After the death of his first wife, he married 
again and had two daughters, His only son Jan® Berdan, Jr. married at Flatbush 
May 20, 1693 Eva Van Siclen and had eleven or twelve children, After the birth of 
their eldest child Marretje in 1694, they removed to Hackensack where their second 
child Jan was born in 1695, It was not until 1717 (according to the cornerstone) 


that he built his permanent home in Hackensack on his purchase of 1708, The house 
was surrounded by its fields, and approached fr 


om the main road by a private lane, 
now Camden Street. After the death of his first wife, Jan married secondly at Hack- 
ensack Nov. 6, 733 Vrouwtjen Van Dien, widow, nee Verway. He was Justice of 


the Peace for Bergen County for many years. It is not known who inherited his 
house; it may have been his eldest son Jan, 


b. 1695, who married his neighbor 
Christyntjen Van Giesen in 1738, 

After enlarging the property about 1822-33, Isaac Vanderbeck established here 
the Hackensack Tavern, noted far and wide, and a popular resort for forty years. 
At astill later date the house Was used as a private classical and mathematical school. 
It was destroyed in 1921. This house is not to be confused with the Vanderbeek 
homestead, which stood nearby until recently (see infra), 

A Berdan house built in 1762 is photographed in Boyd’s article, page 45. It was 
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a large two story house built of dressed stone, with a shingled side, and had a gam- 
brel roof with no overhang. It stood on Main Street in Hackensack, Further than 
this nothing is known of the house. It is not mentioned (by this name) in either 
Ackerman’s or Bird’s Recollections. 


House of Isaac Bogert 
Darlington Road, north of Campgaw, Hohokus Township 


Erskine did not survey this road during the Revolution, but the house was 
probably built shortly before the war; it is known as the Isaac Bogert homestead. 
On July 24, 1733 John Bogert bought some land in northwestern Bergen County 
which he divided: equally between his brothers Stephen and Isaac Bogert. Before 
$736 the latter exchanged the property for Peter Van Alen’s lands at Campgaw. The 
land in northwestern Bergen County was subject to many land disputes and con- 
flicting claims, Franconier, one of the original proprietors, sold to Valleau and Stout 
in 1742, and 1752 they sold to Magdelene Valleau, nee Franconier; she released her 
interest in the 42,000 acre tract for a deed from the New Jersey Proprietors for 900 
acres at Campgaw, which she later sold to several settlers including Isaac Bogert. 
He came to this region in the Yaupough Valley about 1760, and built (probably on 
one of these tracts) the house later owned by Henry Vandenhoff in 1876. The last 
Bogert owner was an Isaac Bogert, probably a son or grandson of the builder. The 
present owner, H. B. Hand, has remodelled the house into an attractive residence; 
the lines have not been altered but no clearly defined pre-revolutionary or post- 
revolutionary character remains, The house is in three sections; the oldest unit is in 
the center and is built of rough stone, has fairly low ceilings and old windows; the 
east wing is built of whitewashed stones the west wing is modern; all sections are 
covered by broad gable roofs. The house stands on the south end of Darlington 
Road on its east side, near the intersection with Pulis Avenue, which leads to 


Campgaw village over a mile to the south. 


Brickman (?)—Ackerson House 
Island Road, north of Ramsey 
PLATE 78 


indirect byways from Paramus to 
The old Island Road wandered A sad altered vs radically that it is impossible 


Suffern; its course has been straightene f 
to compare the Revolutionary and late nin — ear mil —s Sine th sain 
accuracy. A map made in 1778 by Watkins, a — rage . vecetal locality. The 
marked Brickman’s on the east side of a turn of the Oa he existing house stands on 
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the east side of a turn in the present Island Road and, by tradition, was used as a 
tavern during the Revolution, this house may very well have been Brickman’s. In 
the second half of the eighteenth century, a German family named Brueckman 
attended the nearby Lutheran Church of Ramapo: Heinrich Brueckman resigned as 
elder of the church in 1770 but continued to act as clerk and assistant overseer of 
the accounts and church book. He and Jacob Brueckman with their wives (both 
named Catharine) acted as sponsors for the children of Ludwig and Coa Brueck- 
man, and of Reinhard and Wilhelmina Brueckman. 

The first known owners of the house are Abraham Van Horn and wife who 
sold the property in 1855, As several Van Horns came to this locality in the mid- 
nineteenth century, the house may not have been a Van Horn residence for any 
length of time. David P, Ackerson bought the property from the Van Horns on Mar. 
23, 1855, and settled here with his wife Margaret and infant baby Charles. Shortly 
before his death he deeded the property to his young son Charles on Oct. 15, 1866 
(recorded 1874), excepting therefrom the west half of his dwelling house for his 
wife’s use as long as she should live or until she remarried. On May 20, 1893 Charles 
D. Ackerson deeded the property to his son-in-law Walter Vanderbeek, who sold it 
out of the family to Albert B, Hague on July 19, 1897. After changing hands 
numerous times, the present owner, Rudolph Schweizer, Jr., bought it about 1925. 

The house is undoubtedly of early date. It is built of undressed and very itregu- 
lar stone, almost a rubble, laid with a combination of clay, chopped straw and hogs’ 
hair (still to be seen and analyzed in the cellar). The ceilings are low, with very large 
exposed beams; one of these is cracked, and the story goes that it gave way under 
the weight of the grain stored in the attic, so that a blacksmith had to be sent for to 
tivet an iron plate to the beam. There was formerly a barn across the road with the 
date 1747 on a beam; it is probable that the house was built about this time, although 
the plan of the house is typical of the very early part of the century. There is no hall; 
two large rooms adjoin each other, each with its outside door, and a small room 
opens out from each room at the rear. The worn stone sill bears mute evidence to the 
use of the west room as inn and taproom. It is here that Aaron Burr is supposed to 
have stopped for liquid courage on his way from Sufferns to Hohokus to see Theo- 
dosia. The east rooms and a large wing (torn down by the Ackersons) formed the 
family residence. At the end of the nineteenth century the upper floor under the 
gambrel roof was still attic, reached by a ladder and trap door; there are as yet no 
he god cent in which he hous re eae teas to enphas 

pt rather than its age. The house is over 
one mile north of Ramsey, on the east side of a turn in the Island Road to Mahwah, 
and south of its intersection with the new state highway. 
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Flouse of Hendrick Brinkerhof, later Demarest’s 
493 Teaneck Road, Teaneck 
PLATE 79 


The ancestor of the family, Joris Dircksen’ Brinkerhof, emigrated from the 
Province of Drenthe about 1638, settling at Staten Island and later in Brooklyn. 
One of his sons was Hendrick Jorisse* Brinkerhof, who founded the New Jersey 
branch of the family, He built at Old Hackensack (now Ridgefield Park) a house 
which was lived in by five generations of the family (Hendrick Jorisse,’ Jacobus,’ 
b. 1685, Jacob,’ b. 1723, Albert,’ b. 1763, and Jacob A.,’ b. 1802), until finally sold 
by his descendant Jacob A.’ Brinkerhoff in 1863. Part of it was demolished for the 
construction of the railway and the remainder burned down; a sketch of it can be 
seen in The History of the Brinkerhoff Family, p. 106. 

Another Hendrick’ Brinkerhof, son of Jacobus and grandson of the above 
Hendrick, was born Nov. J, 1710, and married Elizabeth Kip on Nov. 19, 1733. He 
built this house at Teaneck about 1728-35 on property bought in 1682 by his grand- 
father and others. Hendrick and Elizabeth had five children baptized at Hackensack 
between 1733 and 1755: Jacobus H., Nickasi, Joris, Antje wife of Henry Verbryck, 
and Henry H., all of whom married and had issue. After the death of the youngest 
son Henry H.’ Brinkerhof in 1826, a survey was made of the farm Oct. 10, 1827 and 
it was divided between the latter’s child James H. Brinkerhof (born 1799, married 
1820 Rachel Romeyn) and Jacob J. Brinkerhof (probably the Jacob born 1773, 
son of Henry’s brother Joris). James H.’ Brinkerhof received the parcel on which 
the house stood, and sold it Feb. 18, 1829 to Jasper Demarest. 

Casparus or Jasper’ Demarest lived in his grandfather’s house on the Hacken- 
sack River opposite River Edge (plate 83). He bought the Brinkerhof house and 
gave it to his third son George as a wedding present. Joost or George C." Demarest, 
b. May 17, 1808,* d. April 26, 1899,* married first April 18, 1830* Sarah Brinker- 
hoff, b, May 2, 1809,* d. Dec. 7, 1860,* married secondly Nov. J, 1862 Margaret 
Holdrum, b. April 25, 1817, died without issue April 8, 1884, His son James Brink- 
ethoff” Demarest, b. Sept. 7, 1834, d. Oct. 18, 1943, married Dec. 23, 1865 Mary 
Elizabeth Vreeland, b. Sept. 17, 1839. His widow is the present owner. Thus the 
house was owned by the Brinkerhof family for one hundred years and has been 
Owned by the Demarest family for another hundred years. | 

The house is a good example of Dutch architecture. Construction shows the 
main house and wing to have been erected at the same time. The inside walls are 
built of stone with no lathwork, A second story was added under the roof of the main 

Ouse about 1800, with the use of rough machined lath. An unusual feature is the 
overhang of the roof, which extends around the gable end. The photograph was 
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taken to emphasize this point and therefore does not do justice to the house as a 
whole. Other views may be seen in Boyd’s article, pp. 36 and 37, and in Wendehack’s 
article, plate 23. The rural surroundings of former days are shown in Albee’s article, 
p- 291, Teaneck Road has always had a northerly direction, but the house faces the 
south with its end to the road, showing the persistence of the Dutch in orienting their 
homes to get the maximum of sunlight, regardless of the position of the road. The 
house stands on the east side of Teaneck Road, about midway between Cedar Lane 
and Fort Lee Pike. 


House of Cornelis Cuyper (Cooper) 
Kinderkamack Road, Oradell 
PLATE 80 


The great-grandfather of the builder was Claes Jansen’ (Kuyper) van Pur- 
marent, who emigrated to this country about 1655 and settled in 1664 at Ahasymus 
(part of Jersey City) ; he was a cooper and wheelwright. On Nov. 31, 1656 he mar- 
ried Annetje, daughter of Cornelis Van Vorst. She died a widow on Jan. 12, 1725. 
He had died Nov. 30, 1688, intestate, and all his lands were inherited by his eldest son 
Cornelius, Cornelius Clausen’ Cuyper, bap. March 23, 1659, d, March 5, 1731 at 
Upper Nyack, was apprenticed as a waterman, and by the age of 23 was a captain 
freighting on the Hudson River, He settled at Upper Nyack on lands inherited from 
his father, became one of the leading men of Orange County, and-a large landowner. 
By his wife Altie, daughter of Theunis Gysbertsen Bogaert of Wallabout, he had 
fifteen children, On Oct. 31, 1716 he bought from Jean Demarest, Sr. and Jr., a 
large tract at southern Kinderkamack, which he willed to his son Derick,’ bap. Oct. 
13, 1696 at Tappan, d. Oct. 2, 1753, who settled here near the Hackensack Water 
Co. works, 

The lfatter’s son Cornelis‘ Cuyper or Cooper, b. Sept. 27, 1724 at southern 
Kinderkamack, died about 1794, married March 7, 1751 Wiarritic, daughter of John 
Van Dien, and had nine children, of whom the sons were: Richard, Cornelius, John, 
Garret, Thomas and Peter. He was a tanner by trade, and his 70 acre farm and 
tannery were at Kinderkamack, on the main road north from Hackensack, three- 
quarter's of a mile north of his parents’ home. He built his home (the present wihg) 
about the time of his marriage on land purchased by his father. During the Revolu- 
tion the elevation at the rear of his home was often occupied by American soldiers 
(it is now called Soldier’s Hill), and Washington is supposed to have been a welcome 
and frequent guest of the Coopers. Of his nine children, Cornelius C.* Cooper, b. 
April 8, $756 at Kinderkamack, d, Oct. 3, 1832, married May 9, 1784 Neiltje Stout- 
enburgh of Rockland County; he was a saddle and harness snallea at New Hemp- 
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stead, Rockland Co, until 1806, when he returned and settled on part of the lands 
inherited by his father at southern Kinderkamack, Of his two sons, Cornelius C.’ 
Coopet’, Jr's, bs March 47, 1788 at New Hempstead, married Ellen Mowerson and had 
five children; he was a cabinet maker and house carpenter by trade. He bought from 
his relatives his father’s farm near New Milford (southern Kinderkamack) and later 
his grandfather’s homestead at Kinderkamack, where he also resided. On retiring 
from business, he sold his New Jersey lands Feb. 10, 1847, and removed to New York 
City, where he died in 1850, and was buried at Schraalenburg with his father, grand- 
father, and great-grandfather. The house was bought by Isaac Zabriskie, and later 
by Isaac Mabie, who built the main part of the house. It has been owned since about 
J931 by Upson Van Varick, The old house (the wing) has been altered with 
modern clapboarding, window sashes and dormers, but the rough stonework of 
the gable end, steep roof and overhang preserve the atmosphere of early days. 

Thunise Cuyper (1737-17913), a younger brother of the builder of this house, 
built and lived farther south opposite New Milford, also on lands inherited from 
their father. This house (still standing at No. 610 Brookside Ave., Oradell) was 
sold about 1870 by his grandson Rev. John Cooper (1827-1887), son of Richard, 
after he had forsaken his blacksmith trade, and taken up the calling of minister at 
Nanuet, It is a frame house similar in type, but its proportions are ruined by a 
screened porch the size of the house. 

Cornelius Cuyper’s house is in the locality formerly called Kinderkamack, and 
stands on the west side of Kinderkamack Road above the present village of Oradell, 
and immediately south of Soldiers Hill Road. His brother Thunise Cuyper’s house 
stands off the east side of Kinderkamack Road south of Oradell, on the north side of 

a brook, and across the river from New Milford. 


House of William De Clark 
Piermont Road, Closter 
PLATE 81 


This house was not built until about 1800- 1805 by William De Clark, but : is 
included in this volume as an example of the persistence of eighteenth century styles 
for over a generation after the Revolution. 

It stands on the northern part of the 1030 acre purchase of pio ak 
Barent and Resolver Nagel from the patentee Symes, The se = : . oha J 
on this tract, Sarah’ Naugle, daughter of William J. and grandaaug 


‘ ‘ 4 ilt b her great- 
Nagel, was born April 4, 1749, possibly in ne sa ee he sneenl Daniel 


Standfather Barent? Nagel (see plate 97). ~ x 834+ she had died before him 


De Clark (or De Klerck), b. May 3, $748, d. Dec. 283 
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(Jan. 28, 1810) and both are buried in the family cemetery on the Naugle tract. 
The De Clarks came from Tappan (plate 48), and Sarah removed to her husband’s 
home in Rockland County where their children were born. 

Their son William (or Billy) De Clark, b. April 13, 1781 at Clarkstown, prob- 
ably received some of the Naugle tract from his mother or her relatives, as he 
returned to New Jersey and built here. He married Eliza Haring, b. Nov. 17, 1780, 
d. March 27, 1829, They had a son Daniel W. (1807-1849) and an older daughter 
who married Jacob Outwater about 1819. The Outwaters lived with her father, had 
a son born here about 1820, and built the frame kitchen wing about this time; they 
later sold the place. In 1867 the farm was bought by Capt. Elisha Ruckman, a retired 
ship-builder; he removed to Tappan in 1875, It became a part of the W. W. Phelps 
stock farm, and for the last thirty years has been owned by Mrs. Marie Breisacher. 

The house stands on the east side of the Piermont Road (the old road to 
Tappan) south of a small brook, one mile north and east of Closter village. 


House of David des Marest (Demarest) 
at the French Cemetery, north of New Bridge 
PLATE 82 


This is the oldest house but one of the existing Bergen Co, houses. Built within 
twenty years after the first permanent settlement of New Jersey, it can be considered 
typical of the home of a well-to-do pioneer of this period. The roughly cut stone and 
the very steep slant of the roof are characteristic, also the plan of the interior, which 
consists of two adjoining rooms, each with its outside door, The west room has an 
early panelled mantel and over-mantel of unusual beauty. 

David des Marest (De Maree) was born about 1620 at Beauchamp in Picardy, 
son of Jean, The members of his family were French Protestants, and removed for 
greater freedom in religion to Middleburg, Walcheren, on the Island of Zeeland. 
There he married July 24, 1643 at the Walloon Church, Marie, daughter of Francois 
Sohier of Nieppe in Hainault. In 1663 David emigrated with his wife and four 
children in the ship Bontecoe, and soon settled at Harlem in New Netherland. In 
1677 he refused to support the Dutch Church there as he was a member of the French 
Church at New Amsterdam, and contributed to the funds of the latter. This was the 
immediate cause of his removal to New Jersey. On June 8, 1677 he bought of the 
Tappan Indians a tract two miles wide and six long on the Hackensack River, For 
some reason he did not patent this and other purchases immediately (and some lands 
not at all) with the result that others made claims and he eventually had to pay for 
it three times. He and his family immediately removed here in the spring of 1678 
and lived in a temporary shelter, while they leveled off and built retaining walls for 
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a plot of ground on which to erect their permanent stone home, built 1678-80. 
David's wife died here of smallpox shortly after Oct. 3, 1683. Other Huguenots soon 
settled in this region. They left the Dutch Church at Bergen which they had helped 
to build and organized a French Church here, which was occasionally supplied by 
a pastor from New York City; the foundation of the church building was to be seen 
until very recently in the cemetery adjoining the Demarest house; they gave up this 
church in 1696 in favor of the recently organized Dutch Church at Hackensack, and 
also generously contributed to the building of the latter church, In 1681, his house 
completed, David Des Marest built a mill and dam nearby on what came to be called 
French Kill, Between 1686 and 1689 he removed to his lands on the west side of the 
Hackensack River (then in Essex Co.), and built another mill there. On Aug. 26, 
1689 he made his will, in which he declared himself as a yeoman and miller of 
the County of Essex, dividing his estate equally between his three surviving sons, 
except for a 300 acre legacy to his maid Anna Counk (free servants were very 
unusual). He died shortly before Oct. 16, 1693, when his heirs made a division of the 
property. 

The eldest son Jean* des Marest, b. April 14, 1645 at Middleburg, d. 1719, 
received the land around New Bridge, but resided on a farm on the west side of the 
river (in his father’s house ?), probably on land bought by him and his father jointly. 
Jean married three times and had five sons and six daughters. He left his farm on 
the west side to his grandson David, son of David deceased, and his property on the 
east side at New Bridge to his son Peter. Peter’s son by his first wife, Peter, Jr., b. 
J715, later inherited it; he married Altie Van Horn in 1740, and they kept a tavern 
at New Bridge in 1768; the property was inherited by their only child Maria, b. 
J741, who married Abraham Eli in 1764, This house has long since disappeared. 
By his second wife, Peter had a son called Squire Jacobus Demarest, b. 1735, who 
married Maria Smith in 1758, and built a house (now much modernized) inland 
from River Edge, near the Schraalenburgh Church, 

The second son David’ des Marest, Jr. (1652-1691) died before his father, and 
his young children were represented at the agreement of 1693 by their “cousin” Jean 
Durie, who (at that time or by 1696) married David’s widow; David, Jr.’s heirs 
teceived the lands at “The Flats,” near Oradell. The eldest son David settled near 
the present Dumont; so did Daniel, who built a house there in 1724, still standing 
but rebuilt on the old lines after a fire. Peter built a house at The Flats, later rebuilt 
in 1819 by a descendant, and recently removed to a new site nearby. Jacobus lived 
at Old Bridge (plate 83). David, Jr.’s youngest son Benjamin may have inherited 
the old house near the cemetery. 

The third son Samuel’ des Marest, b. 1656 at Manheim on the Rhine, d. 1728, 
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married 1678 Maria Dreuyn and had five sons and six daughters. In the division he 
received lands near Closter. 

In the division of 1693, the great mill at Old Bridge (now River Edge) with the 
land adjoining was left jointly to David’s heirs and to Samuel, and it was decided 
that two houses should be built for them equal in size to Jean’s. Whether these were 
ever built or not, we do not know. 

We have little further knowledge of David des Marest, Sr.’s house behind the 
French cemetery. It may have been considered a part of Jean’s New Bridge tract, 
although the latter lived on the west side of the river, and probably inherited his 
father’s house over there. It may have been on David, Jr.’s property which was north 
of Jean’s, but if so, why should provision be made for a new house for his children? 
At all events, it was owned during the Revolution by a grandson of David, Jr.’s 
(Erskine’s map). 

David des Marest, Jr., born 1652 at Manheim on the Rhine, married at New 
York April 4, 1675 Rachel Cresson, born at Delft, whither her father Pierre Cresson 
had fled from Picardy. David died about 1691, and Rachel married secondly by 
1696 Jean Durie, a widower and her neighbor (see plate 86); she married thirdly 
April 25, 1702 Roelof Vanderlinde, a widower, who died about 1708. David and 
Rachel had six sons and six daughters. Their youngest son, Benjamin’ De Maree, 
born about 1691, married Nov. 7, 1713 Elizabeth Pieterse De Groot, and had 
numerous children, including Beletje, born about 1718, married Oct, 12, $737 Nicho- 
las (or Claes) Romeyn, bap. Dec. 16, 573} at Hackensack. They resided in the 
Demarest house by the cemetery and had nine children. The house has since passed 
through various hands: in 1876 it was owned by C. G. F. Heina, in $912 by Mrs. E. 
Riemann; it is now owned by Henry Riemann, and rented to the Pochard Club, a 
group of artists. 

The house stands on the east bank of the Hackensack River behind the old 
French Cemetery, some distance from the River Road, and is between Old Bridge 
(now River Edge) and New Bridge (now North Hackensack). Another view can 


be seen in Boyd’s article, p. 33. 


House of Jacobus Demarest 
River Road, opposite River Edge 
PLATE 83 


Jacobus Demarest is the first known tnhabitant of this house. A son of David’ 
des Marest, Jr. (see plate 82), he was born at Hackensack, bap. Oct. 30, 1684 at Flat- 
bush, died 1763. He married first March 8, 1707 Leah, born at the Bowery on the 
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Bay, a daughter of Peter De Groot, and had six children: David, Pieter, Rachel, 
Beletic, Maria and Benjamin. He married secondly Sept. 26, 1719 Margrietje 
Haring, bap. April 17, 1700, daughter of Cozine Haring of Old Tappan (plate 89), 
and had by her four children: Johannes, Lea, Gerret and Samuel. His eldest son by 
his second matrimonial venture was Johannes or John’ Demarest, b, Aug, 2, 1720,* 
d, Feb. 5, 1783, married March 7, 1744 Rachel Zabriskie, who married secondly 
Aug. 1, 1788 Arent Schuyler; she died April 16, 1812, John and Rachel lived in 
this house and had four sons and one daughter, all of whom lived to great age, 
dying between the ages of 78 and 96 years.* The youngest child Casparus® or Jasper 
Demarest, b. April 6, 1766,* d. July 6, 1844,* married April 12, 1789* Rachel Vor- 
hase, b. April 7, 1766,* d. Nov. 14, 1860.* They lived in this house, in which all their 
eight children were born. The property was bought about 1850 by John H. Zabriskie 
(who lived in the frame house opposite), and inhabited for a while by his father 
Henry Zabriskie, It was sold by the Zabriskie family about 1908. John A. Gurd 
bought the property about 1910 from a land company, and it is now owned by his 
widow. 

The time of erection of this house is uncertain. The small wing (remodelled by 
the present owners with a modern bay window) is very similar in construction to 
the Demarest house by the cemetery. Possibly it was built for David des Marest, Jr.’s 
heirs under the agreement of 1693 (see above). If not, it was built by Jacobus’ 
Demarest about the time of his first marriage (1707). The main part of the house is 
also of very early date, and was undoubtedly built by Jacobus’ Demarest about the 
time of his second marriage (1739) ; it was in existence by 1720, as his son Johannes 
was born here in this year. This son lived here all his life. 

Judging by their houses, the Demarest family possessed instinctive taste and a 
love of beauty. Although totally different in style from the house by the cemetery, 
this house also possesses great charm. It is built of roughly cut stone, plastered and 
whitewashed, and is covered by a curving gambrel roof. Below the overhang, the old 
windows are in uneven alignment with the door. Unfortunately the interior has been 
greatly changed; only the hall is untouched: a low chair rail is still to be seen, and 
also the steep enclosed stairway, with a door at its foot. The wing of the house has 
been marred by the addition of a large bay window, where formerly were a door and 
a small window. An outside Dutch oven has been demolished. A view of the house 
in rural surroundings, before the alteration of the wing, can be seen in Boyd’s 
article, p, 39, and in Black’s article, p. 254. The house stands on the west side of the 
River Road, at the head of the turn to the bridge over the Hackensack River at 
River Edge (formerly Old Bridge). 
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House of Abram Demaree (Demarest) 
Schraalenburgh Road, Closter 
PLATE 84 


Abram Demaree resided here at the time of the Revolution (Erskine’s map), 
and probably built the house (the old wing) only a few years before. A son of 
David J. Demarest, and grandson of Jacobus Demarest, the builder of the house at 
Old Bridge (plate 83), Abram’ was born Sept. 21, 1738 and baptized at Tappan; 
about 1763 he married Margrietje Demarest, probably his cousin, b. Dec. 9, 1744,* 
d. June 13, 1834,* daughter of Johannes Demarest and Rachel Zabriskie, of Old 
Bridge (plate 83). Abram lived at Old Bridge for many years, and later at Hacken- 
sack. Shortly before the Revolution he bought a large farm on the Schraalenburgh 
Road, on both sides of the Old Hook Road. Here, until his death July 9, 1824, he 
kept a general store of groceries, hardware and miscellaneous wares for farmers, and 
until 1809 he also kept a tavern, He was a man of note and held many town offices, 
Most of his five children may have died in infancy as he left all his property to his 
son David. David A.’ Demaree, b. Aug. 28, 1764 at Old Bridge, d. Feb. 1, 1860 at 
the home of his daughter in Nyack, married in 1787 Charity Haring, and had an 
only child Margrietje who married John Perry. In 1809 David superintended the 
building of his father’s new stone house, after demolishing the old one. This state- 
ment in Harvey undoubtedly applies to the main part of the house only, as the exist- 
ing wing is probably pre-revolutionary. Old Fordie Demaree (in the country dis- 
tricts all old men were called Fordie and old women Otie—spelling approximate) 
owned all the land in the vicinity, including the farm opposite (bought by his father) 
on which a stone house still stands, which has been altered since it was owned by 
Cornelius Van Horn during the Revolution. In 1868 James Henry Stephens, from 
Colt’s Neck in Monmouth Co., bought the house from David Demarest’s estate, and 
commenced remodelling but died the same year. The Victorian fretwork was tn- 
doubtedly added by him. It descended to his two children, The present owner, F, M. 
Curtis, bought the property about 1922, and runs an antique shop here. 

Notice the old fanlight over the door of the wing and the difference in stonework 
between the wing and the main house. Two doors lead from the main house into 
the wing; cut in the panelling of each door is a small square spy-light, through which 


the owner could survey his slaves. The stairs, mantels and other woodwork of the 
main house are beautifully carved, 


The house stands on the west side of the 
south of the present Oradell Reservoir, 
The country road adjoining the house o 
an important thoroughfare leading to t 
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Doremus House 
formerly on Saddle River Road, west of Arcola 
PLATE 85 


This is known as the house of George Doremus for the reason that he lived here 
for many years in recent times. When it was built and by whom is not known. As 
the Doremus family from an early date owned a large tract in Saddle River Town- 
ship in the vicinity of Red Mills (now Arcola), it seems probable that this was the 
original Doremus homestead. John Doremus, son of Joris, and grandson of Cornelis, 
b. Sept. J, 1720, d. July 22, 1784, bought several hundred acres at Red Mills in 1740. 
On March 33, 1748 he married Maria Lutkins, whose home stood farther south on 
the Paramus Road towards Hackensack. During the Revolution he was taken 
prisoner by the British, and confined in the Sugar House in New York City. He 
contracted a disease there, of which he died soon after his return home. He had but 
two children, a daughter Marretje, and a son George. George Doremus, b. Aug. 28, 
1754, occupied the homestead farm until he died in 1830; in 1805 he built nearby the 
present large stone house, with a gambrel roof, in the style of the period. In 1777 he 
married Anna, daughter of John Berdan, and left six children: Richard who settled 
at Lower Preakness and at Old Bridge, Albert who ran a stage from Hackensack, 
George, Jr., John B. who succeeded to the homestead and lived in his father’s house 
until he retired from business in 1869 (later occupied by his son Jacob W., born 
1835), Peter, and Maria wife of Gen. Andrew Hopper. The third son, George Dore- 
mus, Jr., might have been the occupant of the old house: he was born in 1774, 
married Harriet Zabriskie, was a blacksmith, tavernkeeper and farmer at Red Mills. 
His youngest brother, Peter Doremus, born 1801, married Jane Brinkerhoff, was a 
blacksmith at Red Mills until he removed to Jersey City late in life; of his six 
children one was George Doremus. The latter was probably the owner of the old 
house, rather than his Uncle George who could hardly have kept a tavern in such 
small quarters. The house has been demolished since the photograph was taken in 
1925. It stood on the west bank of the Saddle River, between Arcola and Rochelle 


Park. 


House of John Durie 
Schraalenburgh Road, Haworth 
PLATE 86 


By tradition the house was in process of erection at the time of the Revolution. 
Jean Durie (Jan Du Rie or Durji) was a French Huguenot, supposed to have been 
born in Picardy and to have fled to Manheim with his parents, as did his cousin 


David des Marest (see plate 82). He was a blacksmith by trade, and tradition states 
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that he worked for his passage to this country at the tender age of 15 years, Shortly 
after 1682 he joined the Demarest colony on the Hackensack River, and in 1686 with 
other Frenchmen he obtained a patent to lands on the west bank at Kinderkamack. 
In 1694 he is said to have received 233 acres west of Closter between the Tenakill 
and Hackensack Rivers (possibly from the heirs of David Demarest, Sr.?), and to 
have built his home here on the site of the present Durie house owned by Riker 
Turnure (or farther south, see below). He was a very prominent early settler. By his 
fitst wife, probably a French girl, he had four children: Jannetje, Margrite, Pieter, 
and Jan, all born and living at Hackensack according to their marriage records (this 
locality was a part of the jurisdiction of the Hackensack Church). In 1696 the 
French Church was abandoned, and the French colonists, including Jean and his 
wife Rachel Cresson (he had married secondly the widow of David des Marest, Jr., 
a few years previously), joined the newly organized Dutch Church at Hackensack. 
A stone marked “J. D. R. 1696” records his contribution to the building of this 
church. Jean appointed Samuel Demarest guardian of his minor children and died 
in or shortly after 1698. 

His son Jan’ Durie inherited his father’s Closter lands, and married Aug. 30, 
1718 Angenitie Jansen Bogart. There is said to be a date 1718 in the stone founda- 
tions of the present Durie house, now owned by Riker Turnure, so it is possible that 
Jan built the first house on this site at the time of his marriage, rather than his 
father. (This property was bought in 1870 by John L. Turnure from the Nicholas 
Durie estate; the present house was built by a member of the Durie family, and is a 
beautiful example of the development of the eighteenth century style in the early 
nineteenth century.) By 1752 he had married a second wife named Margaret. In his 
will of 1773 he divided his lands on the east side of the Schraalenburgh Road, 
stretching from Cornelius Van Horn on the north to Henry Herring on the south, 
between his two sons John and David and his grandson John, only son of his de- 
ceased son Peter. On Erskine’s Revolutionary map are marked three houses, no 
doubt owned by these three heirs. The eldest son John,’ bap, March 26, 1722, 
inherited the middle third of his father’s lands; he married Wyntie Lydecker and. 
had two sons Garret and John; the latter had many children, including John born 
{778 and Garret born 1784, This Garret J.’ Durie (1784-1837*) built the present 
house in 1812, near his grandfather’s; it is now owned by Garret’s great-grandson 
J. Westervelt Mount. Jan’s second son Peter,’ bap. Aug. 29, 1731, married Maria 
Post and died as a young man, leaving a young son John P.’ Durie (1754-1859) 
who inherited the south third of his grandfather’s lands; he married Maria Demarest 
about 1774 and had many sons, including a John born 1796, Jan’s third son David’, 
bap. Jan. 14, 1739, inherited the north third of his father’s lands, on which stood 
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the old home; on Nov. 16, 1762 he married Margrietje, daughter of his neighbor 
Cornelius Van Horn (who lived opposite the Abram Demaree house, plate 84), and 
had nine daughters and two sons, John born 1767, and Cornelius born 1784. 

John D. Durie, b. Sept. 8, 1767, died in 1842, married May 27, 1790 Beeletje 
Demarest. He is the first known owner of the house, and probably built it about the 
time of his marriage. Tradition states that the house was in course of erection dur- 
ing the Revolution to supersede the house of the emigrant Jean’ Durie, which stood 
in a field nearby; that John was a fifteen-year-old boy living on the present Turnure 
property, and amused himself with a bean sling picking off the patriot army as it 
marched by, until he was found hidden in a tree and sent home. There seems no 
reason for David’ Durie (who had inherited his father’s home) to have built this 
one while his children were still young; and he probably did not own this property, 
unless he exchanged some of his lands at the settlement of their father’s estate with 
his brother John P. Durie, The latter died in 1819 and so could not have built the 
house; for the John Durie who first owned it brought up his grandson and died 
shortly after his grandson’s marriage in 1843, leaving all his property to him. 

John D.' Durie had several children, of whom only one is said to have matured: 
Cornelia Durie, born about 1801, died in 1859, She had a son John Ackerman, Jr., 
b. Oct. 20, 1819,* and left him with her father when she married April 30, 1823 her 
neighbor Christian Van Horn (1805-1885), by whom she had thirteen children. 
John D. Durie brought up his grandson and heir, John Ackerman, Jr., b. Oct. 20, 
1819*, d. Feb. 18, 1905,* m. June 3, 184)* Gertrude Westervelt, b, Oct. 12, 1859,* 
d. Oct. 9, 1904,* daughter of Daniel and Mary Westervelt of Tenafly (plate 110). 
They had one son who died in infancy and three daughters, including Sarah Louisa 
Ackerman, b. March J, 1854,* d. May 7, 1884,* m, Jan. 13, !876* John J. Bell of 
Oradell. Their daughter Cora Bell married J. Carlton Oren; she inherited the house 
from her grandfather John Ackerman, and is the present owner. 

The exterior of the stone house is little changed, although the modern windows 
give it a vacant expression. The interior is completely altered. John Ackerman built 
the frame wing at the east end about 1854, The house stands on the east side of the 
Schraalenburgh Road, a short distance above the crossroad at Haworth village. 


House of Peter Garretson 
River Road, Fairlawn 
PLATE 87 


The house stands on a tract granted to nine proprietors in 1687, divided in 
1692 and sold from time to time to various settlers, including four members of the 


Van Wagoner family. Gerrit Gerritse’ emigrated from Wageningen on the Rhine 
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on the Faith in 1660, and settled at Communipaw on New York Bay, where he 
became a minor official and died April 6, 1703. His son Gerrit’ of Pembrepogh, 
a Judge of Bergen court, was the father of Peter Garritse’ (Garretson, Garrison), 
b. Oct. 4, 1684, who married March 26, 1709 Vrowtje Hessels, and was probably mar- 
ried a second time to Antje Aeltse June 22, 1733. Peter bought (as above) a large 
tract of land on the Passaic River at Slooterdam, a portion of which is still in the 
hands of his descendants, and undoubtedly built this house (the old wing) which is 
mentioned in a deed of 1708. Some of the family adopted the name Van Wagoner 
to denote their place of origin, but Peter’s descendants on this property retained the 
patronymic Garretson. He had four sons and six daughters: Gerrit of lapogh, Eliza- 
beth, Hessel of the Goffle, Peter, Johannes, Neesje, Frowtje, Lea, Helena, and 
Gerretje. One of his sons, Johannes or John P.’ Garretson, b. Nov. 14, 1721, mar- 
ried Geertje Ryerse, lived and died on the homestead, and was succeeded by his 
youngest son Garret’ Garretson, b. Feb. 18, 1780. By his wife Mary Romaine, he 
had three sons, of whom Ralph and Abram remained on the homestead (R. Gar- 
tison the owner in 1876). The house is now (1925) lived in by Mrs. F. Brocker, a 
descendant in the sixth generation from Peter, the builder. 

The old part of the house is built of rubble and undressed stone, Originally it 
was probably covered by a steep gable roof, The present gambrel roof is too heavy 
for the house and its proportions are unusual for Bergen County. The main house 
is of stone and of later construction, and is completely hidden behind a large pil- 
lared porch, The house stands on the east bank of the Passaic River, above the main 
road (Broadway) into Paterson. 


Garrison (2?) House 
Ramapo Valley Road, Hohokus Township 
PLATE 88 


The Ramapo valley was settled early in the eighteenth century in the vicinity 
of Ponds Church (south of the present Oakland), and farms were gradually cleared 
to the northwards. It is not known who built this house; Erskine’s Revolutionary 
map marks a house on the west side of the road in this locality as Garret Garrison’s. 
Possibly the course of the road has been changed and this is the house; it is certainly 
of an early type of construction, it is built of whitewashed rubble, with fairly small 
windows and a gable roof, and has been slightly altered. The house stands on 
the east side of a curve in the Valley Road at the foot of a hill, near the so-called 
Cleveland Bridge, and is three miles north of Yaw-paw (now Oakland). The pres- 
ent owner, Carl E, Koch, leases it to F. Crawford. 
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e 9 
House of Cosyn Haring, later De Wolf’s 
near the state border, Old Tappan 
PLATE 89 


Pieter Jansen’ emigrated early in the seventeenth century with his son Jan 
Pieterse’ Haring, b. Dec. 26, 1633 at Hoorn in North Holland. On Whitsuntide 
1662 at the Church in the Bouwery, Jan married Margrietje Cosyns, daughter of 
Cosyn Gerritszen and Vrouwtie. She was baptized May 5, 1641 at New Amster- 
dam, and at the age of thirteen years married April 19, 1654 Herman Theuniszen 
of Zell in Munsterlant and had a daughter bap. 1658, Jan and Margrietje lived on a 
$00 acre farm in the settlement called the Bouwery (which grew up around Gov. 
Stuyvesant’s bouwery beyond the wall in New Amsterdam) and had four sons and 
three daughters. Under the leadership of Jan Pieterse Haring, a group of Bouwery 
villagers and a few others obtained a deed from the Tappan Indians March 17, 
1683/2 for a large tract of land on the west side of the Hudson River, and obtained 
a patent from Governor Dongan of New York March 24, 1686/7. Settlement was 
commenced immediately, but without their leader, who died in December of 1683. 
He was succeeded in the leadership of the Tappan community by Daniel De Clark, 
who soon married the widow, Grietje Cosyns, and built the brick house at Tappan 
(plate 48). Two of the sons, Pieter and Cornelius Haring, later represented the 
county in the Provincial Legislature. 

Although only a lad, Cosyn Janse’ Haring, the second son, was mentioned as 
one of the Tappan patentees. In addition to his many purchases he eventually 
received over 900 acres in the various divisions of the patent, of which one-half was 
located at Old Tappan. Cosyn Haring, bap. March 31, 1669 at New York, died 
1743 at Old Tappan, married Maria Gerrits Blauvelt, b. Jan. 28, 1668 at New York, 
a sister of two of the Tappan patentees (see plate 42); they had three sons and five 
daughters, of whom only John, Marretje (wife of Johannes Bogert), Margrietje 
(wife of Jacobus Demarest—plate 83), and Maria (wife of Cornelius Eckerson) 
survived their father and are mentioned in his will of 1733. Cosyn was an important 
member of the community, an organizer of the Tappan Church, assessor, and Cap- 
tain of the militia. He built a large house befitting his station; the date of erection 
has been set as 1704, immediately after the first division of the patent. 

This house, which is shown on a map of about 1713, was inherited by his only 
surviving son Jan Cosyn’ Haring, b. Nov. 24, 1693 at Tappan, d. June 16, 1771, 
m. Jan. 15, 1718 Aeltye Van Dalsen, born at Haarlem in Holland, They had three 
sons who inherited or built the three adjoining Haring houses (plates 89, 90 and 
91), and several daughters: Annetje, Elizabeth, Sarah and Rachel. The eldest son 
Johannes J.’ Haring, b. July J, 1720, d. March 17, 1798, lies buried at Tappan with 
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ents and his widow, Margaret Blauvelt, b, March 6, 1725, d. Dec. 13, 1800. 
he son Abraham I.’ Haring, b. Dec. 7, 1759, d. March 33, 1840,* m. Feb. 45; 
1793 Maria Blauvelt, b. Dec. 22, 1772,* d. Feb. 5, 1838 aged 65 years.* Their son 
John A.’ Haring, b. May 7, 1794,* d. March 18, 1874,* was the last of the name to 
own the old home, as he had but two daughters. On Nov. 29, 1813* he married his 
cousin Mariah Van Orden, b. Jan. 31, 1795,* d. March 5, 1875,* daughter of Peter 
S. Van Orden 1763-1846* and Margrietje Haring 1770-1812,* and granddaughter 
of neighbor Frederick Haring (plate 9). Their elder daughter Margaret died 
unmarried Sept. 30, 1848 at the age of 31*; their other child Catharine Haring, b. 
Jan. 28, 1829,* d. Dec, 28, 1886,* married Sept. 23, 1852* Martin De Wolfe, b. Dec. 
27, 1829,* d, May 5, 1906.* Of their five children, the old homestead was inherited 
by the eldest: John Haring De Wolfe, b. Oct. 7, 1853,* d. July 6, 1927,* married 
Nov. 24, 1875* Maggie Cleveland, who survives and lives in the old house with her 
two children and her grandchildren. The present owner is her son, Charles De Wolf, 
b. June 9, 1880,* a direct descendant of the builder. 

This is a good example of an early eighteenth century house of a well-to-do 
farmer; it consists of two large rooms each with its separate outside door (and no 
hall), the small rear rooms opening directly from the main rooms. The chimney 
breast is panelled, the overhead beams remain uncovered and one may still see the 
original double Dutch doors and hardware. The large garret remains undivided. 
The frame wing is mid-nineteenth century in style, and is ample enough to house 
the present large family. Since the photograph was taken in 1925, the roof has been 
repaired, and square pillar supports added, which blend in well with the house. The 
house presents the same rural aspect as it has from the time of its erection: set in 
the middle of a farm on a back country road, with geese in the front yard and an 
old well sweep nearby. It stands just south of the state border, on the east side of a 
former main road, leading from Old Tappan to the settlements at Sickeltown (now 
Nauraushaun) and Clarkstown (now West Nyack), 


House of Gerrit Haring 
Old Tappan Lane, Old Tappan 
PLATE 90 


Gerrit J.’ Haring, second son of Jan Cosyn Haring (plate 89), undoubtedly 
felt the need of a house of his own when he married about 1751. He built on a part 
of his grandfather Cosyn’s lands, but erected a less pretentious house, consisting of 
only two rooms, each with its separate outside door, and very little attic space for 
Storage purposes, Gerrit J. Haring, b. April 25, 1725 in the old house (plate 89), 


married Cornelia Lent about 1751 and raised many children in his new home: Jan, 
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Abraham, Aeltje, Petrus, Frederick, Kobus, Catherine and Elizabeth. The house 
was inherited by his son Frederick G.° Haring, b. Aug. 8, 1762, married April 6, 
1786 Maria Smith, At his death in 1834, his large farm was divided into five por- 
tions, each with hill and meadowland, for his five daughters: Letty Zabriskie, Mrs. 
Gardenier, Margaret wife of Joost Demarest, Mary Eckerson, and Cornelia wife 
of Albert Bogart. The house stood on portion No. J allotted to Lettie Zabriskie and 
was probably sold by her. In 1876 it was owned by Mrs. Myers, and in 1912 by the 
W. W. Phelps estate. The present owner, Charles Angela of Greenwich, Conn., 
rents it to Oliver Pearson. The house nestles under a hill on the north side of Old 
Tappan Lane, about one mile south and west of the Haring-De Wolf house (plate 
89) towards Rivervale. 


House of Frederick Haring 
Old Tappan Lane, Old Tappan 
PLATE 91 


Frederick’ Haring, youngest son of Jan Cosyn Haring (plate 89), also 
branched out for himself. It is possible that he did not build until he had become a 
prominent man of the community, for his house is more spacious and larger than 
his brother’s (plate 90). It was erected on his grandfather’s lands before the Revo- 
lution, in which he served as First Lieutenant of Capt. Eckor’s Company of Foot 
in the Orange Regiment of Militia. Frederick, b. Dec. 7, 1729, d. March 16, 1807, 
m. May 30, 1752 his cousin Rachel Haring, b. July 18, 1732, d. Aug. 27, 1795, 
daughter of Abraham Haring and Dirckje Tallman. They had ten children: Aaltye, 
Abram, Dirckie, Jan F. (1760-1836), Gerret (1762-1840), Harmanus, Rachel, Mar- 
grietje, Maria and Abraham, The house passed to the youngest child, Abraham F.’ 
Haring, b. April 7, 1775, d. Aug. 14, 1858,* married March 47, $797* Margaret 
Haring. Their son Frederick A.’ Haring, b. Nov. 4, }804,* married Nov. 33, }824* 


Mary Ann Bogert of Closter, b. Jan. 6, 1808,* daughter of Albert Bogart and his 
first wife, The youngest son of their thirteen children was Garret F, Haring, b. 
and gradually sold most of his acre- 


March 10, 1854, He was the last Haring owner 
age, The house was sold by his widow Elizabeth Ecker'son about 1930 and has 
been recently bought by Mrs. Evelyn Wiseman of New York City for a summer 
home, xamined ks will be 
The photograph shows the house as it was in 1925. If etl tte room ad- 
Seen where a low wing formerly stood on the road end, In this cee eall r, leaving 
joining it in the main house lived the grandparents of the last _— : denn The 
the remainder of the house to their son and his brood of = atin - the 
Standfather’s clock by the door was too high for the ceiling, so 4 295 


Re 
* 
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floor was lowered beneath it. Three windows with old sashes now give light on the 
road end and dormers have also been added. The barn, now gone, stood west of the 
house, and a descendant informs me that it is the one described in Whittier’s “Snow- 
bound.” The house stands on the north side of Old Tappan Lane, at the corner of 
the country road to Nauraushaun, midway between the homes of his brother (plate 


90) and his father (plate 89). 


House of Abraham Haring, later Moses Taylor’s 
Piermont Road, Rockleigh Borough 
PLATE 92 


This house was built about 1758 by Capt. Abraham A.’ Haring. He was the 
third of this name, as he was the son of Abraham A. Haring (1709-1791) and Maria 
Demarest (1709-1786), and grandson of Abraham Haring (1681-1772). The latter 
ts said to have lived on Pascack Road in Rockland Co. and was the youngest brother 
of Cosyn J. Haring of Old Tappan (plate 89); his (Abraham, Sr.’s) daughter mar- 
ried Frederick Haring of Old Tappan (plate 9}). The land is a part of the Lockhart 
Patent of June 27, 1687, and was sold to the builder or his father. Capt. Abraham 
A. Haring, b. Oct. 22, 1734, bap. at Tappan, married three times. By his first wife 
Catharine Lent, he had a son Abraham, b. March 4, 1758, died in infancy. He mar- 
tried secondly June 25, 1760 Jannetje Verbryck, and had two sons: David A., b. 
Dec. 15, 1760, who was married twice, to Elizabeth Blauvelt and to Maria Alyea; 
and Abraham B., b. Jan. 2, 1766, who settled at Parsippany. He married thirdly 
March 20, {770 Marerietje Blauvelt, b. Feb. 26, 1749, and had by her two children: 
Maria, b. June 17, 1774, married Roeloff Verbryck; and John A. Haring, b. April 6, 
1780, d. Feb. 22, 1854, who built nearby. Capt. Abraham Haring was absent collect- 
ing taxes when the British came for him; the next time they were more successful and 
carried him away prisoner before his youngest child was born. He was never hear 
from again, and the widow later married her neighbor John Riker, who lived across 
the way in a house still standing but greatly altered. It is not known what hap- 
pened to the homestead in the next few years, The youngest son, John A.’ Haring, 
received only the southern part of his father’s land, and built a stone house here 
J ae — Nicholas J.’ Haring rebuilt his father’s house in 1838; it is still 
ee eer 
leas Bhar Wink City -d ee rae e Revolution and fled with his parents 
returned here and bough ) com tkentan te On retiring from active life, be 

ght the Abraham Haring house. His ife Margaret 
died here April 27, 1813 aged nie tes my 
in th rine Dene eee 32 years, and was buried with her still-born daughter 
in the cemetery at Palisades. He married secondly a daughter of Joshua Martin of 
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Sneden’s Landing, and had children by her. His son Moses Taylor, Jr., had a 
daughter Mary who married John Vervalen, and sold the house early in the twen- 
tieth century. The present owner is H. S. Kniffin. 

This is one of the few examples extant in Bergen County of a gable roof 
covering a deep house. Its lines and proportions are good. The contemporary Lent 
house, built 1752, has a similar roof (plate 53). The frame kitchen wing in the rear 
was built in 1812 by Moses Taylor. The house is in Rockleigh Borough, on the 
west side of Piermont Road, which formerly turned northeast at this point and 
wound toward Palisades (this end of the road is now known as Rockleigh Avenue). 


Holdrum—Wanamaker House 
Pascack Road, Upper Montvale 
PLATE 93 


This house was built about the time of the Revolution, possibly shortly after, 
by a Holdrum; the date 1778 is said to be cut in an attic beam. William’ Haldron 
was a blacksmith; he emigrated and settled at Flushing and later at Harlem, and 
was drowned on or about Dec. 6, 1687. His son John’ married May 18, $707 Cornelia 
Van Tienhoven, widow of Andries Holst and granddaughter of Cornelis Van Tien- 
hoven, the Secretary of New Netherland. They removed to Tappan about 1713. 
Their son William’ Holdrum, bap. May 16, 1708 at New York City, married 1734 
Marerietje Peters, daughter of Claes Peters of Rockland Co., on Dec. 18, 1760. 
William bought 258 acres west of the Hackensack River and south of the State line, 
from Rev. Benjamin Vanderlinde, and resided here the balance of his life. William 
had nine children, including Claes, William, Jan, Abraham, and Cornelius, It is 
not known who built this house, but it may have been Cornelius, as he is known to 
have lived in this vicinity. Cornelius’ Holdrum, b. Oct. 22, 1749 at Tappan, d. May 
31, 1831, married Elizabeth Haring, and had three children: James C, born 1785, 
William C., and Cornelius C. The house was eventually inherited by Catherine 
Holdrum, b. Dec. 2, 1827, d. Oct. 8, 1866, married May 14, 1846 (as his first wife) 
John Wanamaker, b. April 4, 1827, d. March 30, 1904; they had two daughters 
Elizabeth and Sarah. (John Wanamaker’s daughter by his second wife believes 
Catherine’s father to have been a Cornelius Holdrum.) About 1850 John and Cath- 
arine Wanamaker exchanged houses with James Van Houten, His son Garret had 
a son Edmund Van Houten, who sold the house about 1925. It is now owned by 
C. C, Cook and rented; it is run as the Pascack Poultry Farm. Modern alterations 
and neglect detract from the character of the house. It stands a short distance south 
of the state line, just below Upper Montvale four corners, on a hill on the east side of 
the Pascack Road (or Spring Valley Road), which goes north to Spring Valley. 
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Hopper—Goetschius House 
East Saddle River Road, Upper Saddle River 
PLATE 94 


This house is of an early type of construction and was undoubtedly built in 
the beginning of the eighteenth century, but its early history is lost in obscurity, 
On an undated sheepskin map made about 1713 the house is marked Gerrit Hoppa; 
on Erskine’s Revolutionary map it is marked John Hopper. So it is safe to presume 
that it was built and owned by members of the Hopper family for about one hun- 
dred years. There are several distinct Hopper families whose histories are not clear. 
The only Gerrit Hopper known at such an early date lived at Polifly near Hack- 
ensack, and did not die until 1786 (see infra). It is possible that he built on the Upper 
Saddle River as a young man before settling at Polifly; the names of his children 
are not known, but he may have had a son John and given the northerly farm to 
him during his own lifetime; this is pure conjecture, There was also a John Hoppe, 
born and living at Paramus, married at Hackensack 1736 Elizabeth Kip, who was 
a widow by 1799, but this John appears to be the son of Andries, a brother of the 
above Gerrit. Whatever his connections, the house was probably built by a Gerrit 
Hopper, who owned it about 1713, 

The house has been in the possession of the Goetschius family for the last hun- 
dred years. Dominie Stephanus’ Goetschius, bap. Nov. 5, 1752 at Schraalenburgh, 
d, 1837, came of a family of powerful preachers: his father Hendricus was a minister 
on Long Island and later at Hackensack and Schraalenburgh; his grandfather 
Maurice’ Goetschi was a pastor in Switzerland, from which country he brought four 
hundred followers to America (see plate 68). Dominie Stephanus Goetschius was 
a strong Calvinist and the organiz 


er of no less than nine churches in Ulster Co.: 
he was a powerful preacher, sharp and fearless in his denunciation of sin. He 
preached at New Paltz and New H 


urley and at Marbletown and Shokan, all in 
Ulster County; 


it was not until he was 62 years of age that he was appointed to the 
Saddle River and Pascack Ch i : tt 


urches, which he served from 1814 until he retired in 
1835, He doubtless bought the Hopper house when he came to this region. By his 
wife Elizabeth Dy Bois, 


he had six children baptized at New Paltz. One son John 
Henry Goetschius, b, March 18, 1795 


» was probably the father of the Dominie’s 
grandson Stephen J. Goetschius, who was the father of the present owner, George 
E. Goetschius, 

The careful cornering but otherwise rough stonework of the house is typical of 
the early period. The front of the house has been refaced, Age has blended the heavy 
roof, absurdly small posts, and large dormers so that they scarcely detract from the 
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appearance of the house. The house stands on the East Saddle River Road, on the 
northwest corner of the crossroads at Upper Saddle River. 


Hopper House 
formerly at Polifly Road, Hackensack 


Andries' Hoppe or Hoppen emigrated to New Amsterdam in 1652 and was an 
extensive freighter and trader until he died in 1658. He was survived by his widow 
Geertje Hendricks, three sons and one daughter, all of whom settled at Hackensack. 
One son Hendrick,’ b. Jan. 9, 1656 at New Amsterdam, bought from John Berry 
May 17, 1694, a tract of 300 acres east of the Saddle River, in the section which 
became known as the Polifly, now the south part of Hackensack. His eighth child 
Gerrit (1696-1786) left his father’s farm to his son Jacob, who in turn willed it to 
his son John, stating that it had been in the family for three generations. John I.’ 
Hopper, b. Nov. 1774, d. 1883, married Maria, daughter of Albert Terhune, and had 
several children including Cornelia who married and removed to the Terhuen home- 
stead in Hackensack by the river (plate 100). Descendants inform me that John I. 
Hopper tore down the home of his forefathers, which stood on the east side of the 
Polifly Road, and built the present stone house opposite on the west side of the Poli- 
fly Road in 1818, This house is standing today, and is a good example of the early 
nineteenth century development of the typical stone house of the Dutch settlers. 


Hopper Houses 
formerly at Hohokus 


Settlers cleared farms at an early period by the crossroads of the highways 
from Wagaraw (north of Paterson) and Paramus (eastern Ridgewood) ; the place 
was called Hoppertown after its early inhabitants. This was the nucleus of the pres- 
ent Hohokus. On Erskine’s Revolutionary map, a house on the northeast corner of 
the crossroads by a stream was marked Abram Hopper, and another on the south- 
west corner was marked G. Hopper. Neither of these stands today. The first men- 
tioned house was probably torn down early in the nineteenth century for the present 
two story stone structure, owned by John J. Zabriskie in 1876, and now run as the 
Hohokus Inn, Obscurity also rests with the early Hopper history of these houses. 
Casual reference can be found to two buildings at Hohokus (presumably these) 
known as the Henry Hopper house and the Captain John Hopper house. The 
author has been unable to determine the identity of either a John Hopper or a G. 
Hopper living in this region about the time of the Revolution, 

Abraham’ Hopper, born about 1741, son of Hendrick and grandson of Hendrick’ 
Hoppe of Polifly, bought and settled on a tract at Hohokus before the Revolution. 
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By his wife Antje he had several children baptized at Paramus Church, including 
three sons, Henry, Jacob and Andries. The son Henry* Hopper, bap. June 4, 1770, 
married Feb. 8, 1795 Charity Conklin, and had many children born at Hohokus, It 
is possible that this branch owned the house on the northeast corner of the crossroads, 


House of Isaac Housman 
525 Terrace Avenue, Hasbrouck Heights 
PLATE 95 


Iron ends on the beam supports of this house are to be seen high in the front 
wall; they read 1773, the date of erection of the house. It is said that the Revolution 
interrupted the building, and that the house was not finished until 1783, The father 
of the builder, Abraham Housman (Huysman), settled in this locality as a young 
man in 1695, He was born in Bushwick on Long Island, and married at Hackensack 
Nov. 29, 1701 Gerrebreght Terhune, born on the Bay. They had ten children, of 
whom Isaac was the ninth. Isaac Housman, bap. March 22, 1724 at Hackensack, 
married there Nov. 3, 1748 Grietje Ackerman, bap. March 9, 1729 at Acquackanonk, 
daughter of Lauwrens A. Ackerman; they had at least two children, Abraham and 
Geesie, who were baptized in 1756 at Schraalenburgh. Isaac was a member of the 
Church at Hackensack, an overseer of the poor, and a member of the consistory of 
the Hackensack Church. He built this house at the age of fifty years. It was inherited 
about 1885 by Housman De Baun who married Josephine Wiser, nee Griffith, In 
1890 her sister Mrs. Ida Myers, nee Griffith, bought the house from the estate, and 
it is now owned by her son John G, Myers. 

The house varies in style from most stone houses of the time. It has the feeling 
of a town residence rather than of a farmhouse; the builder may have been influ- 
enced by the two story houses being erected in the nearby village of Hackensack, for 
although the Housman house is but the usual one and a half stories, its height has 
the suggestion of more space. The house is in the region formerly known as the 
Polifly, south of Hackensack, The grade of the road has been changed, with the 
result that the house now stands on an eminence overlooking Terrace Avenue (the 
continuation of Polifly Road) and the valley, immediately southwest of the inter- 
section of the new highway. 


House of Nicasius Kip 
formerly at Polifly Road, Hackensack 
The ancestor of this family in America was Hendrick Hendricksen’ Kip, b. 
1600 at Niewenhuys, married there April 20, 1624 Tryntje Lubberts from Swoll. 
They emigrated about 1637 by way of Amsterdam to New Amsterdam, where they 
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settled. He became one of the leading men of New Netherland, and was satirically 
called “Hendrick Kip of the haughty lip” because he was strong and fearless. He 
died after 1665 on his estate Kippenburg at Manhattan. His son Hendrick, Jr., had 
a son Nicasius’ Kip, b. about 1666 in the vicinity of Flatlands on Long Island, d. 
1712 at Polifly south of Hackensack, As a boy he was apprenticed in New York to 
the trade of cooper. On Dec. 20, 1691 he married Antie, daughter of Pieter Breyant. 
He soon settled in the vicinity of Hackensack, joined the Church there in 1694, and 
became active in town and church affairs, In 1705 he bought from Garret Lydecker 
a tract of 220 acres at Polifly, where he settled. His house is said to have been built 
in 1696, on what authority is not known; it is possible that the deed was not given 
to him until several years later, after all payments had been made. (We know that 
the Hendricksen land at Middletown was bought on the partial payment plan.) The 
original house was the stone wing; at a later date the main house was built of stone 
with a gambrel roof and a very small number of windows; during the nineteenth 
century the roof of the wing was raised for a half-story of frame, and various changes 
were made in the main house. A photograph of the house taken in 1905 is repro- 
duced in the Kip Genealogy, p. 138, It was burned in 1910-12, 

Nicasius Kip had five sons and three daughters. He divided his homestead farm 
between his sons Henry and Peter. Peter’ Kip (1696-1787) obtained the north half 
of the farm on which stood the house; he married Elsie Van der Beek, and at his 
death left his Polifly plantation to his son Abraham (13726-1812). Abraham’s son 
Peter was the father of Judge Henry’ Kip (1811-1882), who retired in 1846 to the 
Polifly home of his forefathers. 


House of Hendrick Kip 
formerly at Meadow Road, Rutherford 


Hendrick’ Kip, b. Sept. J, 1720 at Polifly, d. Dec. 10, 1796, was a son of Peter, 

and grandson of Nicasius’ Kip, builder of the house at Polifly (supra). On Dec. 4, 
1741 he married Jannetje Banta, b. Aug. 8, 1723, d. Sept. 24, 1797. He bought 
a large tract at Boiling Spring (now Rutherford) and built a stone house here 
shortly after his marriage, which was still standing on Meadow Road in 1928, The 
Original house was probably the wing with a gable roof. He undoubtedly built the 
main house after his family grew larger: it was of fine cut stone with quoins, covered 
Y a gambrel roof, and was later marred by the addition of a porch and Victorian 
gable, Hendrick had six children, but at his death willed all his lands to his only son 
Peter, except for 50 acres to his grandson Henry, son of Peter. Peter H.’ Kip, b. 
Dec, 2, 1743 and bap. at Hackensack, d. March 8, {813 and lies buried at Passaic, 
married Willemyntje Van Winkle, At his death he willed the farm where he lived 
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on the north side of the Boiling Spring Road to his two daughters and the farm on 
the south side of Boiling Spring Road with remainder to his only son Henry. Henry 
P.’ Kip (1770-1840) inherited the homestead farm and willed it in 1828 to his only 
son Peter (1791-1845). Peter’ Kip’s eldest son Henry was the father of Peter H.’ 
Kip (1840-1920), a bachelor. This Peter H. Kip was the fourth generation to be 
born in the old Kip homestead on Meadow Road, but he lived and died in the later 
Kip house on the north side of Boiling Spring Road (now 138 Union Avenue), 
which is still standing, a post-revolutionary house of similar style. 


House of Cornelis Lozier 
Goffe Road, Midland Park 
PLATE 96 


The date of erection of this house is uncertain. It is marked Cornelis Lozier on 
Erskine’s Revolutionary map, but it was undoubtedly built some time previous to 
the war. The ancestor of this family was Francois' Le Sueur, born 1625 at Challe 
Mesnil near Dieppe, in Normandy, who emigrated to this country about 1657 and 
soon settled at Esopus; he was a civil engineer by profession; on July 12, 1659 at 
New Amsterdam he married Jannetie Hildebrand, daughter of Hildebrand Pieter- 
sen, and had five children before he died about 1670. His son Nicholas’ Lozier, bap. 
June 10, 1668, died 1745, removed from Kingston to the vicinity of Hackensack 
(probably Demarest’s French colony) about 1697, and had at least seventeen chil- 
dren by his two wives. Johannes’ Lozier, bap. Feb. 26, 1699 at Hackensack, a son 
by the first wife, married Sept. 8, 1727 Lea Cornelisse Banta of Hackensack. This 
Johannes inherited land west of the Hackensack River. Among his children was 
Cornelis‘ Lozier, bap. Aug. 29, 173} at Schraalenburgh; he was probably the 
Revolutionary owner of this house. In his will probated in 1815, “Cornelis Lezere” 
of Franklin devised the farm on which he then lived to his son John, mentioned his 
son David and his two youngest children, Jane and Abraham Whitten Lozier, also 
his wife Catharine, who had a daughter Catharine by her previous husband 
Abraham Whitten; one of the executors named was Garret A, Lydecker. 

At the time of the Revolution, a mill stood on the south side of the road. The 
house is said to have been always a part of the mill property. The later history of the 
mill is as follows: Early in the nineteenth century it was a flour mill owned by a 
Lydecker (probably Garret A. Lydecker, a landowner in this locality), and the 
region was then called Lydecker’s Mills. Later it came into the pamesstne of 
Abraham Van Riper, and the place came to be called Van Riper’s Mills; he built 
the present stone mill north of the house in 1826, About 1829 the firm of Ven Winkle 
and Park, cotton manufacturers, bought both mills; then the owners were Munn & 
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Whitehead. Later the mill was purchased by two brothers John B. and Isaac Wor- 
tendyke, sons of Abraham Wortendyke of the adjoining village of Newtown (later 
called Wortendyke) ; then their brother Cornelius A. Wortendyke owned and ran 
the mill for some time as President of the Wortendyke Manufacturing Co.; Corne- 
lius was the owner in 1876. The stone mill is still in operation, The stone house is 
now owned by Henry J. Wostbrock. 

In early days the owner of a mill was an important man, as his mill was often 
the raison d’etre for the settlement which grew up around it, and which was given 
his name by the neighboring farmers who journeyed there to have their corn ground. 
Thus we can expect a mill owner to have a well-built house such as we find in this 
instance. The stone lintels suggest that the main house was built no earlier than the 
third quarter of the eighteenth century. The graceful lines of the simple fanlight are 
to be noted. The half story of frame added above the wing is typical of the early 
nineteenth century, when more bedroom space was desired but no need of height 
was felt in a room used only for sleeping. 

The house is in Midland Park near Ridgewood, It stands on the northwest side 
of Goffle Road (which led from the settlements at the Goffle, Wagaraw, and Totowa 
near Paterson), on the corner of Paterson Avenue on which the mill stands, and 
about one block southwest of Godwin Avenue (which wandered east toward the 
Paramus settlement). 


House of Barent and John Nagel (Naugle) 


Harvard Street, near Piermont Road, Closter 
PLATE 97 


Two houses were built on Barent Nagel’s tract before 1745; the later of the 
two still stands and is generally known as the John Naugle house since two of that 
name occupied it. Jan’ Nagel emigrated from Holland as a soldier in the employ of 
the West India Company. He retired to Harlem in 1664 after the English conquest, 
and on Aug. 27, 1670 married Rebecca Waldron; after his death she married May 
12, 1690 Jan Dyckman of Spuyten Duyvi Three of Jan and Rebecca's sons grew 
to manhood: Jan of Harlem, Barent and Resolvert. On April 25, 1710 Barent and 
Resolvert bought from Lancaster Symes, merchant and land speculator, the north 
1030 acres of his tract in the King’s Woods (deed recorded May 2, $750 in Orange 
Co.), which was divided in 1748, the north portion to Barent’s heirs and the south 
Portion to Resolvert (the latter had seven daughters and no sons). The land near 
the Hudson River from the Lockhart Patent on the north extending down to the 


Closter Dock Road (which was at one time thought to be the state border) was 
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known as The King’s Woods, and had been patented in 1703 to Bernardus Vervelen 
of New Rochelle, who sold to Symes in 1709, 

Barent* Nagel (bap. Dec. 18, 1678, died before 1745) immediately settled on 
his purchase and built a stone house standing near the main road until burned a few 
years ago. It was in two units covered by very steep, gable roofs; the smaller part 
had very small windows and no overhang, and the larger part had an overshot roof. 
(A photograph taken in 1901 can be seen in Gilman’s Story of the Ferry, plate 59). 
Barent was a justice of the peace and kept order in the little community. He married 
Sarah Kiersen in {708 and had seven children: John, Rebecca, William, Hendrick 
who built to the southward (see plate 98), Sarah, Johanna and Jacob. The eldest 
son, John’ Nagel, born about 1709, had inherited his father’s home by 1745 (Ver- 
plank’s map), and he or his eldest son John was the owner at the time of the 
Revolution (Erskine’s map). John’ Nagel married Elizabeth Blauvelt about 1730 
and had eleven children: Sarah, John J., Barent, Catharine, Maria, Elizabeth, 
Henry (died young), Rebecca, David (died young), Elizabeth and David; in 1754 
John married secondly his cousin Magdalena, daughter of Jan Nagel of Harlem. 

The present stone house, built in the fields behind the old Barent Nagel house, 
was erected about 1740 according to a descendant. It is shown on Verplank’s map of 
1745, but the owner is not marked. Evidently Barent Nagel built a second house 
behind his own for one of his children—possibly for William who was of age and 
married shortly after this date, or for a daughter. The new house came into the hands 
of Barent’s grandson David, youngest son of John, David‘ Nagel, b. Sept. 2, $750, 
d, May 29, 1831 and buried in the family cemetery, married in 1775 Dirkie Haring: 
b. Dec, 24, 1757, d. Oct. J, 1821 and buried beside her husband, She was the daughtet 
of Frederick Haring of Old Tappan (plate 91). They had four children, Jan, Fr ed- 
erick of Tappan (who had no issue), and two daughters. Jan or John D.' Nagel, b. 
May 7, 1776, d. Oct, 22, 1841, married Oct. 2, 1796 Sarah Mabie, d. June 2, 1876 
at the age of 99 years and 4 months; they lie buried with his parents. He had a gt ist 
sail near the house and was called “Jan, the honest miller.” His only son was Jo 
J. Naugle, b. July 1, 1818, died in 1882, married Hannah Maria Eckerson and had 
ee children, He built the large frame house on the hill on the main road in the 

f and lost the whole Property shortly afterward. The stone house is often 
> erred to as the John Naugle house because of its ownership by two Johns ae 
arge part of the eighteenth century. In 1912 it was a part of the Bingham estate. 


“ oo = recently “ at the time the photograph was taken in 1925) by 
ar squatters, Th ; hase 
the Property in 1930, and ~ Diese Owner, Mrs, Nannette Mehlin, pu” 


residence, has completely renovated and remodelled it for he 
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The existing house was at one time used as a church and as a school, probably 
he lifetime of Jan, the honest miller. Views of the house in different condi- 
shown in plate 5 in this volume and in Gilman, plate 62, The house stands 
d of a short lane called Harvard Street, which starts on the east side of 
Road, over one mile north and east of Closter village. 


during t 
tions are 
at the en 
Piermont 


House of Isaac Nagel (Naugle) 
Hickory Lane, near Piermont Road, Closter 
PLATE 98 


This house also stands on the tract purchased by Barent Nagel in 1710. His 
third son, Hendrick Nagel, bap. March 10, 1718, d. Jan. 7, 1806, owned all the 
property south of Hickory Lane, and built his house here on the corner of Piermont 
Road. In 1745 he married Catharine Blauvelt, and had four daughters and three 
sons: John, the ancestor of the Paramus Naugles (plate 73), Isaac and Barent; 
he married secondly Nov. 22, 1764 Mary De Clark. He divided his lands between 
his twin sons: Barent received the old homestead (since gone), he served in the 
Revolution and lived to the age of 81 years; Isaac received the inland portion, on 
which he had already built his house about 1775. 

Isaact Nagel, b. April 26, 1753, married about 1775 his cousin Maria Auryansen 
and had three daughters, including Cornelia, bap. Feb. 13, 1785, who married Henry 
pervalen, Isaac Nagel, widower, married secondly at Tappan March 28, 1793 Lea 

oulousse (Powles) and had an only child Henry. Lea was born May 2, 1769 at 
oe daughter of Marte Paulusse; by her first husband Jan Ferdon, she had a 
ws Lea, bap. 1785, m, 1810 Jacob Ryker of Tappan; on March 17, $807 oo: 
of use, widow of Isaac Nagel, married Benjamin Blackledge, Jr., widower, ‘ 

“Ppan, and on Jan, 4, 1817 at Hackensack she was married a fourth a 
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farm was divided when the children came of age; the house fell to the son James 
who lived here a short while, and then conveyed it to his sister Leah. Leah sold the 
house out of the family in the 1850’s, and it has changed hands frequently. It was 
owned in 1912 by Louis Hagen; the present owner is August Bentkamp of Alpine, 
who leases it to Hugh MacBein. 

Issac Nagel was a very conservative man, judging by his house, which is early 
eighteenth century in character, It consists of two large rooms each with its separate 
outside door, and two fair-sized rooms in the rear (larger than the average rear 
tooms) ; the front windows with the lower short sash are typical of an early period, as 
are the very small rear windows: the ceilings are low and the exposed beams are 
very strong and heavy, There is an unusually large and complicated iron lock on 
the inside of one of the doors: the hinges are hand-wrought. Isaac built for perma- 
nence and for comfort. A smoke house stands nearby, but it is of recent construction, 
built of old stones by the Hagens, 

Hickory Lane branches east from Piermont Road, a scant mile from Closter 
Dock Road or from Closter village, and the house stands on the south side of Hickory 


Road near its end, Hickory Lane is a short distance south of the houses of John 
Nagel (plate 97) and William De Clark (plate 81), 


Newkirk House at Bergen 
formerly on Newkirk Street, Jersey City 


Until recently this house stood in the village of Bergen near the present Bergen 
Square in the heart of Jersey City. On July 20, 1669 Philip Carteret, Governor of 
New Jersey, gave a patent to John Berry for several tracts: the lot known as No. 162 
within the east corner of the village of Bergen, the tract known as No. 
of 6 lots of woodland and 6 adjoining lots of m 
to the Hackensack River, 


70 consisting 
eadow, running west from the village 
and also the tract known as No. 125, consisting of two 
adjoining plantations, running from the south side of Hans Diderick’s Out-Garden 
Plot northwards along the fence by the road that led from the village to the English 
Neighborhood, This latter tract was a large plantation surrounding the east corner 
of the village square, and it was here that the Newkirk house was eventually built 
on Newkirk Street, facing the head of Tuers Avenue. This plantation (No. 125) 
and the adjoining lot within the village square (No. 162) were sold by Berry to 
Samuel Edsall on July 12, 1670. A century later, in 1764, they were partitioned 


between two Newkirk brothers: it is not known when the property came into this 
family’s possession. 


The ancestor of the family was Mattheus Cornelissen’ Van Niewkercke, who 
emigrated as a boy of twelve 


years in 1659 with his older brother Gerrit on the ship 
306 


HOUSES IN BERGEN COUNTY 


De Moesman. He was born about 1647 at Slechtenhorst in the Province of Gelder- 
land, near Niewkercke. He settled at Flatbush on Long Island and sold his farm there 
in 1665 when he removed to Bergen village. On Dec. 14, 1670 at Bergen he married 
Anna, daughter of Jacob Luby, an official of the West India Company. She bore 
five children and died Dec. 20, 1685. On Aug. 15, 1687 Mattheus married secondly 
Catrina, daughter of Poulus Pietersen, who bore him seven more children. He died 
at Bergen May 12, 1705 and she survived him many years, dying between 1731 and 
1764, Matheus probably purchased the plantation as it was later divided between 
two of his younger sons, Gerrit and Poulus. The latter’s home was on a two acre 
plot willed to him by his mother in 1731. Gerrit also lived in Bergen but the exact 
location of his house is unknown; it may have been on the tract in question. Gerrit’ 
Niewkerk, b. Nov. 17, 1696 at Bergen, d. April 23, 1785, married at Bergen Sept. 5, 
1730 Catrina, daughter of Hendrick Kuyper, b. at Ahasymus, d. Sept. 12, 1751, and 
had two unmarried daughters and two sons. In 1764, the year after the death of 
Poulus and the year of probate of their mother Catrina’s will, the plantation (No. 
J25) and adjoining lot (No. 162) in Bergen were surveyed and partitioned between 
Gerrit and the heirs of his deceased brother, the south half being allotted to Gerrit. 
On July 7, 1795 the south half of this tract and also the woodland and meadow 
lots to the west (No. 70) were subdivided between Gerrit’s two sons, Mattevis and 
the heirs of his deceased brother Hendrick, the north half falling to the former. 
Mattevis’ Nieukerk, b. about 1739, d. July 10, 1811, married Catlyntje, daughter of 
Arent Toers, and had three sons: Garret, Aaron, and Henry. On Aug. J, 1810, a 
year before he died, Mattevis deeded to his son Garret the land he had received in 
the division of 1795. Garret’ Nieukerk, b. April 9, 1766, d. Aug. 28, 1832, married 
Polly Ackerman and had two sons and four daughters. In his will Garret divided 
the property between his sons Garret G. and Henry, the division line being Niewkirk 
Street. The younger son Garret G.’ Nieukerk, 6. Oct. 17, 1808, was occupying the 
family homestead in the north half of the property in 1841 and 1882. He was married 
three times, first on Oct. 25, 1828 to Rachel Van Houten, d. Dec. 1, 1835, secondly 
about 1837 to Jane Fowler, widow of Abraham Tise, d. Oct. 6, 1849, and thirdly on 
Sept. 6, 1851 to Eliza Ann Beaty. He had nine sons and eight daughters by the three 
matriages, but many of the children died in infancy. In 1915 the house was still 
Occupied by member's of the family. 
The house stood until recently on the north side of Niewkirk Street and at the 
head of Tuers Avenue. These two thoroughfares once formed the boundaries of 
gen village, which is now in the heart of Jersey City. The house was a long, 
Natrow, one and a half story building, of well dressed stones, covered with a gable 
toof, In the Holland Society Yearbook for 1915 is the statement that this house was 
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built by the Newkirks in 1810, Mattevis deeded the property this year to his son 
Garret’ Nicukerk, so it is possible that the latter erected it then. However, the lines 
of this house are more typical of the first half of the eighteenth century. In the later 
period the more usual type of building was a deeper house covered by a gambrel 
roof, As the house has been torn down its methods of construction cannot be exam- 


ined to determine its age. A photograph of it may be seen in the 250th Anniversary 
of the Founding of Bergen (1910), p, 54. 


Packer House 
Ewing Avenue, Franklin Lakes Borough 
PLATE 99 


The early history of this house is lost in obscurity. Erskine did not survey this 
road during the Revolution, so we do not know the owner at this time; but its method 
of construction shows that the house belongs to an earlier period than the war. The 
early titles to a large part of northwestern Bergen County were involved and dubious; 
possibly in an attempt to rectify this, Stevens and Company obtained a grant in 1787 
for 5000 acres, consisting of tracts in various localities in western Bergen Co.; they 
sold to many settlers, including a Packer. The sale may refer to this property, as the 
first Packer arrived about this time. 

The progenitor of the Packer family in this region came to Wyckoff from a 
place unknown; he died when still a young man and lies buried at Wyckoff; his 
first name is unknown but may have been John, since his son William’s eldest son 
was named John. He is supposed to have had but one child, William J. Packer, b. 
Jan. 10, 1795,* d. Jan. 26, 1863,* married Sept. 27, 1817* Peggy Micklor, b. March 
13, 1799,* died about 1875, issue six sons and five daughters. William Packer must 
have been well-to-do and have had his full complement of land, for he gave farms 
to every one of his six sons. The homestead was inherited by the son Henry W. 
Packer, b. Jan. 29, 1837,* died in 1918, married Jane Cole. He sold the place 
about 1910 to the Newmans of New York City, and they sold to Henry Barrett 

Crosby, the present owner. 

The house was probably built at three different periods. The first story of the 
old wing is built of stone laid with a clay and straw mortar and has hand-hewn laths; 
its construction places its erection in the early eighteenth century; the diminutive 
size of the window opening was also typical of the early period. The main house may 
have been built by the first Packer shortly after the Revolution: the stone quoins 
and the stone lintels left in their natural color in patterned contrast to the white- 
washed stone front of the building are characteristic of the late eighteenth century, 
although the size of the windows is more typical of the pre-revolutionary era. The 
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frame half-story was doubtless added to the wing by William Packer. Dormers and 
porch are of course modern, The house is west of Wyckoff in Franklin Lakes 
borough; it stands on the west side of Ewing Avenue, between Franklin Lakes Road 
and Franklin Avenue, nearer the latter. 


Terheun Homestead 
450 River Street, Hackensack 
PLATE 100 


This house is still in the possession and occupancy of a direct descendant of the 
probable builder. The Terheun family is said to be of French Huguenot extraction 
and to have come to America possibly by way of Huynen in Holland. Albert 
Albertse,’ known as Albert the lintweaver, was in New Netherland as early as 
1650; he settled on Long Island and was a member of the Dutch Church of Flatlands 
in 1677; he died in 1685 and his widow Geertje in 1693. A son Albert Albertse’? Ter- 
huyne (Terheun), bap. Aug. 13, 1651 at New Amsterdam, died 1708-09 at Hacken- 
sack, married first Hendrickje Stevense Van Voorhees, secondly between 1691-94 
Weyntie Brickers, and thirdly Sept. 8, 1705 at Hackensack, Maritie De Graves, 
widow of Andries Tibout. He was a member of the Church at Flatlands in 1677, and 
was assessed for his farmlands there in 1676 and 1683. He (or his father) and Jacques 
Cortelyou obtained a patent for 5000 acres on the Passaic River, which was con- 
firmed to them May 27, 1685; he also bought a large farm from Capt. John Berry, 
extending from the Hackensack to the Saddle Rivers. He settled at Hackensack 
between 1683 and 1689 (when he joined the church here), and probably after 1686 
when a daughter was baptized at Flatbush. He became an important member of the 
little community, and was chosen a member of the New Jersey legislature in 1696, 
He may be the builder of this house. In his will, “done at my common dwelling 
house in Hackensack in the cellar chamber at nine of the clock in the evening” on 
Feb. 16, 1707/8, he left his wife Mary the northwest chamber of the house and 
firewood, a piece of ground for a garden, and 10 schepples of corn and 6 schepples of 
wheat yearly, and named his thirteen children (by his two former wives). 

A son by Albert’s second wife was Dirck’ Terheun, bap. July 26, 1702 at Hack- 
~ ensack, d. 1766, married Oct. 13, 1727 Catharina Kip of Hackensack, the mother of 
his children, and was remarried by 1760 to Elizabeth. In his will of 1766 Dirck men- 
tioned his wife and five daughters and divided the lands he had purchased between 
his four sons (to Johannes went land bought from the Van Giesens and Romeyn). 
Dirck made no mention of any inherited property; he may never have received his 
father’s house or he may have previously deeded it; neither did he specify his own 
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home farm, so we do not know if he built a house or remained all his life at his 
father’s, 

The present house seems to have been the home of Dirck’s youngest son, 
Johannes or John’ Terheun, b. Aug. 3, 1742,* bap. Aug. 8 following at Hacken- 
sack, married December, 1766* Catharine Bogert, b. Aug. 19, 1748,* daughter of 
Peter Bogert. They had eight children: Catharine, Peter, Jane, Richard, Elizabeth, 
Ann, Matilda and John. The youngest was John J.’ Terheun, b. July 10, 1793,* 
died before 1876 (when his heirs owned the house) and was buried on the Green 
at Hackensack, his body being later removed to Fairmont, In 1816 he married 
Cornelia Hopper, b. April 23, 1800, daughter of John I. Hopper and Maria Terheun 
of Polifly; she was born in the old Hopper homestead on the east side of Polifly Road 
(see supra). John J. and Cornelia Terheun had a son Albert H.’ Terheun who 
married Elizabeth J. Townsend of Wilmington, Delaware. Their daughter, Miss 
Cornelia Hopper’ Terheun, is the present owner of the homestead, which has been 
always owned and occupied by her family. 

Every word of the statement that the house was built in 1670 by the emigrant 
John Terheun seems to be erroneous although frequently quoted. The first of the 
family in Hackensack was Albert Terheun, who was still living in Flatlands as late 
as 1683, so the house could not have been built by this family before 1683-89 at the 
earliest. As it is said to have superseded a temporary habitation, its erection can 
safely be placed even later; it may have been the house built by Albert Terheun 
shortly before his death in 1709 (the description in his will shows he had a good 
sized house with four rooms), or it may not have been erected until about 1727 by 
the son Dirck, Although the ownership has not been traced further back than John 
Terheun, construction of the house places its erection before his time. The name 
John Terheun probably became connected with it because of its ownership for a 
period of one hundred years by two John Terheuns. The house is built of roughly 
cut, whitewashed stone, the walls are over a foot thick and the ceilings are low. The 
gambrel roof is very high. The large frame kitchen and dining room wing were built 
about 1800, Frame entrance way, dormers and pillared porch are nineteenth century 
changes, Varying views of the house may be seen in Boyd’s article, p. 40, and in 
Wendehack’s article, plate 24, The house is a veritable museum of French, Dutch 
and English heirlooms brought by the brides from their childhood homes. There is 
still in use a Franklin stove, which is believed to have been installed shortly after 
Benjamin Franklin invented it in 1740. Beside it are an iron shovel and tongs, the 
ss of John Terheun, said to have been brought over by the family from 

olland, 


Until late in the nineteenth century the house faced south over a large, waving 
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field of rye which extended down to Ward Street. The house stands on the bank of 
the Hackensack River, secluded from the busy Anderson Street bridge by an elm 
many centuries old. Since the photograph was taken in 1925, some of the elms on 
the property were ruthlessly cut down for the continuation of River Street, which 
immediately adjoins the house on the west. 

Another Terheun house still stands a block farther north. The original unit, 
now completely encompassed by the later units, is said to have been built by an uncle 
of the above John Terheun in $773. It is also known as the Knapp or Lincoln house. 
A view of it may be seen in Wendehack’s article, plate 33. 


Terhune House 
East Saddle River Road, Hohokus 
PLATE 101 


The early history of this house is unknown; it is a short distance north of 
Paramus and stands on the Saddle River Road which was not surveyed by Erskine 
during the Revolution. It is said to have been the home of Abraham Terhune, whose 
wife may have been a Westervelt; he had a cannon on his property which he shot 
off to celebrate the Northern victories in the Civil War, and was killed by this cannon 
when honoring Grant’s election to the Presidency in 1868. His nephew was Albert 
D. Terhune of the Ackerman-Van Emburgh house (plate 74). His (Abraham’s) 
daughter Polly Terhune married about 1820 John Van Emburgh, son of Henricus, 
and lived in her father’s house for a short petiod before building a house a little to 
the north. Abraham Terhune sold the house before 1860 when the Randalls owned 
it. The above information was given me by a neighbor and old resident, a descendant 
of the daughter Polly. 

The ancestor of this Abraham Terhune is unknown. It is probable that he was 
the Abraham, bap. Aug. 29, 1773 at Paramus, son of Abraham and Marytie Ter- 
heun. This Marytie or Maria was a member of the Paramus Church in 1790. The 
son Abraham married about 1796 Tryntje Westervelt, b. Aug. 8, 1781 at Paramus, 
d. 1852, daughter of the Hon. Abraham Westervelt, and had at least two children, 
Maria or Polly, b. March 33, 1797 at Paramus, married here in 181! John Van 
Emburgh, and also Abraham, Jr., b. Nov. 16, 1801 at Paramus. Both the Terheun 
and Westervelt families settled at Paramus at an early date. The house may have 
been inherited by Abraham Terhune from his or his wife’s family (her grandfather 
Roelof Westervelt came here between 1740-50). 

The house is better known as the Joseph Jefferson house. This famous actor 
was the owner in 1876. More recently it has been a part of the Jacquelin estate, and 
it is now owned by H. Ruegg. 
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The house is built in two uniform sections, the west half of stone plastered over 
and whitewashed and the east half of clapboards, with a gambrel roof over all. The 
stone half belongs to the Revolutionary period. The Victorian dormers were probably 
added by Jefferson. The whole interior of the stone part was ripped out at some 
period, to form one large room extending to the roof in timbered English hall effect! 
The house is not elevated from the ground and gives the impression of being a part 
of the soil, an effect very much in keeping with its early history, which must, have 
been that of a farmhouse. The house is one and a half miles north of Paramus, on 
the east side of a turn in the East Saddle River Road; the village of Hohokus is to 
the westward and reached by a bridge over the river at this point. 


House of Henry Van Alen 
Oakland Avenue, Oakland 


At Yaw-pough (now Oakland) a stream flows into the Ramapo River. The 
house and grist mill of Henry Vanalen are shown on Erskine’s Revolutionary map 
at the point where the Ramapo Valley Road (here called Oakland Avenue) crosses 
the stream. His father Pieter Gerritse’ Van Alen emigrated from Rotterdam and 
settled along the Saddle River in New Jersey; on Aug. J, 1706 at Hackensack he 
married Trintje, daughter of Hendrick Hoppe and Maria Janse, had twelve children 
and died in 1759. The eldest child was Henry’ Van Alen (or Hendrick Van Ale), 
bap. June 2, 1707 at Hackensack, died shortly before July, 1783. He married Eliza- 
beth Doremus, b. Feb. 3, 1717, daughter of Henry Doremus, and had ten children, 
some of whom were baptized between 1739-48 at Pompton Plains Church, of which 
he had become a member in 1738, It is probable that he first settled in that region, 
and removed to the neighborhood of Yaw-pough in 1748, for in this year he became 
deacon of the nearby Ponds Church. On Jan. 20, 1761 he married secondly Thom- 
asina Earle, widow of Gerrit Hallenbeck. In his will of 1778 he mentioned his wife, 
stated that his eldest son Peter and another son William had already received their 
portions, mentioned three other sons Hessel, Gerret and John, and his deceased son 
Doctor Andrew Van Alen. On Aug. 2, 1783 John H., Garret and Hessel Van Allen 
and the heirs of Doctor Andrew Van Allen, deceased, deeded property to Cornelius 
Vanderhoof, the instrument commencing as follows: “Whereas Henry Van Allen, 
late of Yapough, by his last will did direct the sale and division of his property 
among the said John H., Garret, Hassel, Elizabeth Mead, now wife of said Cornelius 
Vanderhoof, and the heirs of Doctor Van Allen deceased .. .” 

It has not been determined who next owned Henry Van Alen’s house and mill. 
In 1876 it was in the possession of Aaron G. Garrison. In 1932 Mr. Waldron sold it 
to the Sherwood Forest Friar Tuck Club, the present owners. The house is built of 
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stone rubble now whitewashed green, and is covered by a gambrel roof; it is in 
several units and has suffered many alterations. 


Van Alen (?)—Hopper—Van Horn House 
Ramapo Valley Road, Mahwah 
PLATE 102 


The earliest knowledge we have is from Erskine’s Revolutionary map: a house 
on the Ramapo River bank in this locality (and undoubtedly this house) is marked 
John Vanalen. His identity is not determined, but it is probable that he was the 
youngest brother of Hendrick Van Alen of Yaw-pough (supra). This John Van 
Alen was baptized Jan. 14, 1728 at Hackensack and died shortly before Oct. 26, 
4807 (when the inventory of his estate was taken). It is not known when he settled 
in this vicinity. He was already a resident of Ramapough when he bought 139 acres 
here Dec, 12, 1769; and still lived in the valley when he sold these same 139 acres, 
at over ten times his purchase price, to Andrew W. Hopper on Sept. 13, 1779. He 
probably removed that year to Wagaraw on the Passaic River, where he had. pur- 
chased in 1779 a considerable tract confiscated from John Ryerson, Tory; in 1797 
he and his wife Wyntie sold some of this property. He was a resident of New York 
City when he bought lands in 1797 at Cedar Swamp in Franklin Township. In his 
will of 1807, John Van Alen of Franklin Township devised his farm in Saddle River 
Township (probably the Ryerson tract) to his son Peter, and his homestead lot in 
Franklin Township to the heirs of his son Henry; his executors later sold his lands 
at Cedar Swamp. The first wife of this son Henry Van Alen was Jannetje Lozier, 
daughter of Cornelis Lozier, owner of the house now in Midland Park (plate 96). 

The house and farm on the Ramapo River, which was probably John Van 
Alen’s during the Revolution, came into the possession of the Hopper family shortly 
thereafter, As in the case of the other Hopper houses mentioned earlier, the ramifica- 
tions of this branch of the Hopper family are also obscure. Dr. John B. Hopper of 
Ridgewood writes that his great-grandfather (unnamed) owned the house, and sold 
it to his son Garret I, Hopper, who sold to Abraham Van Horn; Garret I. Hopper 
then removed to New York City where he first bought proper eae 1824, and w te 
he lived until he settled at Ridgewood; Gartet’s son (John B.'s father) spent his 
boyhood days on the Ramapo Valley farm. 

Abraham Van Horn, innial of New York City, settled here upon oy spo 
Road, and was a freeholder of Hohokus Township in 1850. He ee ee 
Hopper girls (a sister of Garret?), and had numerous offspring, che ‘dita ts 
and William Van Horn of Hohokus. Doubtless the latter was the W1 


Horn, owner of the house in 1876. Later the house is stated to have formed a = 
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of the large Havemeyer estate. For many years the owner has been Stephen Birch, 
and his herdsman occupies it. 

The house was probably built during the Revolutionary era. Both units are of 
roughly cut whitewashed stone. The gambrel roof of the main house is unusually 
high and has a very straight slope. The house stands on the east bank of the Ramapo 
River, a short distance south of the crossroad to Mahwah village. It is in Hohokus 
Township, part of the old Franklin Township. 


House of Thomas Van Boskerk (Van Buskirk) 
East Saddle River Road, Saddle River 
PLATE 103 


The house stands on the Wearimus tract, purchased from the Indians in 1702 
by Albert Zabriskie. He conveyed one-half of this land March 29, 1708 to Thomas 
Van Buskirk (Boskerk) on the reverse of the Indian deed, which is owned by a 
descendant, J. Hosey Osborn of Passaic. Laurens Andriessen’ Van Boskerk was a 
native of Holstein in Denmark (now part of Germany), and emigrated to New Neth- 
erland about 1654, He lived in New Amsterdam until 1662, when he purchased 170 
acres on the west shore of the bay at Mingackwa (later Greenville, now a part of 
Jersey City) and built a house there. He was a turner by trade, and soon became one 
of the most important members of colonial New Jersey—justice of the peace, judge 
of the Bergen Co, court and later its president, and a member of the Council under 
several Governors, On Dec, 12, 1658 he married Jannetie Jans, widow of Christian 
Barentsen Van Hoorn; by their joint will of 1679 they divided their property 
between their four sons and her three sons by her first husband. The homestead at 
Mingackwa was left to their two youngest sons, Peter (1666-1738) and Thomas; 
the latter probably released to his brother, as Peter became the sole owner and willed 
the property to two sons. 

Thomas Van Boskerk removed to his purchase on the Saddle River, mentioned 
above, He married Margrietje Hendricks Van der Linden, and had seven sons and 
three daughters: Johannis, bap. 1694, Abraham, Peter, Laurens, Andries, Isaac, 
Michael, Fitje, Geertruy, and Margrietje. The original unit of the house at Saddle 
River was undoubtedly built by Thomas Van Boskerk, or possibly by a son. It 
descended in the Van Buskirk family to another Thomas Van Buskirk, who married 
at Paramus Aug. 29, 1807 Rachel Hopper, and had three daughters but no sons. 
Thomas willed the property to his daughter Catharine, wife of William Osborn of 
New York City. It was sold out of the family to William Bond (the present owner) 
in 1922, to settle the estate of Catharine’s son. The latter was the father of J. Hosey 
Osborn, who states he is the ninth generation of the family to be born in this house. 
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The present stone house was built in many sections. The first unit was erected in 
the beginning of the eighteenth century of stone quarried from the hill on the farm; 
it consisted of one large room with a large open fireplace and a gable roof; it forms 
the northeast corner of the present house. There is no cellar under this section; a 
nearby cave was used for winter vegetables. De Witt Clinton mentioned the “stone 
house” standing here in his survey of this section in 1734, In later years the stone 
house was enlarged to form the usual two rooms on either side of a wide hall. It 
probably had a wide gable roof, which was raised early in the nineteenth century for 
the addition of the frame story. The porch was undoubtedly also added at this 
times it has simple square wooden columns of different lengths, resting on uneven 
stone flagging. 

Prior to the Revolution, the family ran it as an inn, and the large garret above 
was used for public meetings, The first church service of the valley was held in this 
garret, and the Lutherans held their services here until the Lutheran Church was 
erected nearby in 1820 on land donated by Thomas Van Buskirk. During the Revo- 
lution soldiers were billeted here. Thomas Van Buskirk, the last owner in the male 
line, was a large slaveowner and the last to own a slave in the vicinity; his remaining 
slave was incited to run away by William Osborn, the son-in-law. 

The house stands in Saddle River village, at the southeast corner of the main 
village street and the East Saddle River Road, and nestles at the foot of Chestnut 
Ridge. 

House of Paulus Vanderbeek 
formerly at Salem Street, H ackensack 


In 1717 Jan and Eva Berdan sold half of a tract in Hackensack, bought by 
them in 1708, to Paulus Vanderbeek who in 1717-21 built thereon a house standing 
until 1922, His grandfather Paulus’ Van der Beek emigrated from Bremen in Ger- 
many as a surgeon in the employ of the Dutch West India Company, shortly before 
Oct. 9, 1644 when he married Mary Thomas Badie, widow successively of Jacob 
Verdon and William Adriaense Bennet. He was farmer of the revenue and ferry- 
master between Manhattan and Brooklyn, to which place he removed about 655. 
He died in 1680, survived by his widow who was still living in 1690. His eldest son 
Coenradt? Van der Beek (1647-1706) was a measurer by trades he lived in the 
Gowanus section of Brooklyn and later in New York City. His eldest son, by his 
first wife Elsje Jans, was Paulus’ Vanderbeek, b. about 1676, d. in or before 1762, 
married at New York Dec. 18, 1695 Jannetje, daughter of Johannes Springsteen 
and widow of Jacob Colve. Their eldest five children were born in New York City. 

Between 1706 and 1708 Paulus Vanderbeek removed to Hackensack, where 


were born his two youngest sons Abraham and Isaac. In 1717 Paulus bought the 
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above tract at Hackensack and built a stone house on it. In his will proved in 1762, 
he devised to his eldest son Conradus the land at Werimus he had bought of Thomas 
Van Buskirk, to his son Isaac the lands he had bought of John Berdan and Nicholas 
Romeyn, and after his death it was to go to Isaac’s sons Barent and Isaac; he also 
mentioned his daughter Elsie Kip and the children of his deceased son Jacob. Paulus’ 
youngest son Isaac’ Vanderbeek, bap. March 30, 3732 at Hackensack, married there 
June 25, 1736 Annatje De Boog, bap. May 26, 1737 at New York, daughter of 
Barent de Boog and Rachel Hoppe, They had nine children (including Salomon, 
bap. 1749) and were living as late as 1774 at Hackensack. Two of their sons, Barent 
and Isaac eventually inherited the house from their grandfather Paulus: one of them 
was probably the father of Solomon Vanderbeek, who was the owner of the property 
about 1840-50. It was noted as the home of Aunt Sally Hering, according to Bird’s 
Rambling Reminiscences which go back to the period of 1858. The house was used 
for several years as a store house of the New York Telephone Company before it 
was demolished in 1922, 

The original house was built of stone covered with white plaster; it was a very 
narrow house with a gable roof, In front was a wide Dutch stoop with railings and 
benches. At some later date the depth of the house was increased by a frame unit, 
the gable end shingled, and a gambrel roof with curving overhang built over the 
whole. A frame wing was also added, it was clapboarded, had a gable roof, a lean-to, 
and one door and two windows in front, It is from this wing that Washington is 
said to have watched the retreat. The house stood in its fields off the east side of the 
main road, and was reached by a private lane (now Salem Street). It fronted on the 
present Moore Street and stood at the rear of the Telephone Exchange. Various 
aspects of the house can be seen in the photograph in Boyd’s article, page 34, and 
in two earlier lithographs in Black’s article, pp. 250 and 255. 


Vanderbilt House 
Middletown Road, Rivervale 
PLATE 104 


The history of this house is unknown. Erskine’s Revolutionary map shows a 
house at this location, but does not state the owner. An old resident and neighbor, 
speaking of his earliest recollections, states that an old couple named Vanderbilt 
resided here until about seventy years ago (ie., about 1860), and that they had no 
children, The owner in 1876 was Howard Cole. Mrs. E, Garnier has owned it for 
the last forty years, and leases it. The house is on the old Middletown Road which 
leads northwards to the early settlements over the border (to the present Pearl River 


in Rockland Co.). The house stands on the northwest corner of this road, sometimes 
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called the Rivervale Road, and the modern Glen Eyre Road, in the section west of 
the Hackensack River now known as Rivervale. It was probably built shortly before 
the Revolution, It may have been originally a Blauvelt or Haring home, as many 
members of these families settled in this neighborhood at an early period. 


Van Horn House 
Wyckoff Avenue, Wyckoff Township 
PLATE 105 


This house is a beautiful example of successive growth, carried out in the spirit 
of the original unit, yet embodying the later ideas of architecture. Christian Barent- 
sen’ emigrated before 1653 to New Amsterdam, and soon settled at None Such 
Creek (near the present Wilmington, Delaware) in the South River Colony, where 
he died just prior to June 26, 1658; he was a carpenter and builder by trade. His 
widow Jannetie Jans soon consoled herself, and married Dec. 12, 1658 Laurens 
Andrieesen Van Buskirk, ancestor of that family in America; she had three sons 
by her first husband, and four sons by her second, including Thomas Van Buskirk 
of Saddle River (plate 103). Her eldest son Barent Christiansen* Van Horn (Van 
Hoorn) bought and settled at Pembrepogh (now Bayonne); by his wife Geertje 
Dircks Claussen, he had many children, most of whom removed to Bucks Co., Penn- 
sylvania., One son, Dirck’ Van Horn of Pembrepogh and later of Saddle River near 
Hackensack, willed to his son Barent land on the northeast side of the Great Pond 
(ie., Franklin Lake) in 1733. 

Barent' Van Horn, b. Sept. 8, 1705 and baptized at Acquackanonk (now 
Passaic), married Rachel Aeltse and lived at Wezel on the Passaic River (now part 
of Paterson). They removed to the vicinity of Wyckoff before 1742 when they acted 
as sponsor's at the nearby Paramus Church; Barent became a member of this Church 
before 1748 when he signed the call for a minister. He had at least three children, 
Aeltje, Elizabeth, and Dirck, Barent was probably the builder and owner of this 
house, It was still owned by the Van Horn family at the time of the Revolution 
(Erskine marked it merely Van hoorn). It later passed into the hands of the Acker- 
Man family and was owned for many years by Gerrit Ackerman, bap. June 2 1800, 
died about 1890, a great-grandson of Johannes Ackerman and Elizabeth Stagg of 
Polifly (plate 72); it is then said to have been owned for a year by Gerrit's brother- 
in-law John De Baan (husband of Rachel Ackerman), who sold it about 1870 to 
Robert Branford, the father of the present owner, John E. Branford. Since the house 
Was owned by both a brother and a brother-in-law, it may have been inherited by 
them from their father Johannes G. Ackerman, bap. Aug. 28, 1768, died 1828-29, 
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married Nov. 18, {791 Mary Daniel Haring, and had four children baptized at 
Paramus Church, 

The two small sections of the house belong to an early period in the eighteenth 
century, the smallest being the original unit. There is an old, low, double Dutch 
door in the small section; at present the middle section has only a small window on 
either side, but the stonework shows that formerly there was a door or another 
window on the front side. The front walls of these two units are built of undressed 
stone, almost as irregular as the stonework of the back of the house; the steep pitch 
of the roofs can be compared with other early houses. The age of the large section 
of the house is uncertain; the front wall is built of well-dressed stone while the rear 
wall is of irregular stone, the door has an early fanlight and the windows are fairly 
small in size, so this part of the house may also have been built before the Revolu- 
tion. Its extra height is partly due to a high cellar underneath. The house stands on 
a hillside, so that from the rear view (shown in the photograph) it seems to nestle, 
almost burrow, into the ground, The broad gable roof (rather than the more usual 
gambrel of the late eighteenth century), the lack of dormers, the single chimney, 
and the added height of the large unit carry out and continue the style and feeling 
of the earlier units, and give us a beautiful creation of several generations of builders. 

The house stands in the southwestern part of Wyckoff Township on the south 
side of Wyckoff Avenue, which ends one-half a mile beyond in the Goffle Road, 
south of the Lozier house in Midland Park (plate 96). It is about three miles south- 
east of the village of Wyckoff. 


Van Houten House 
Franklin Lakes Road, Franklin Lakes Borough 
PLATE 106 


This region was in early days known as Sicomac. On Erskine’s Revolutionary 
map the road he surveyed ran directly from the lake, now called Franklin Lake, 
northeastward towards Wyckoff village. The present road, on which the Van 
Houten house stands, turns southeast in the general direction of the Goffle settle- 
ments, and this portion of it may or may not have existed at the time of the Revo- 
lution, The date of this house is uncertain. John Van Houten was living here when 
he helped to build the Wyckoff Church in 1806, and the house had then been in 
existence for some time. He came to this region between 1794, when a son was 
baptized at Kakiat in Rockland County, and 1799, when another son was baptized 
at the Paramus Church, It is probable that John Van Houten built the house 
between these dates, although it may have been standing when he bought the 


property. His descendants, the present owners, believe it is about 160 years old, 
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which would place its erection in the vicinity of 1775. The lines of the gambrel roof 
are similar to that of the Van Alen—Hopper house in the Ramapo Valley (plate 
102), which belongs to this same 1770-1790 period. 

The first known owner of the house is John Van Houten, d. April 29, 1832, 
aged 73 years and 20 days, He and his wife Anna, d. August 8, 1838, aged 69 
years, 6 mos., J5 days, both lie buried in the family cemetery north of the house, 
which he set aside for his descendants, This John (Johannes or Jan) Van Houten, 
b, April 9, 1761, bap. at Tappan, is believed to have been born in the house near 
New City (then called Kakiat or New Hempstead) in Rockland County which had 
recently been erected by his father Roelof Van Houten (see supra). In Tappan 
Church on Oct. 13, 1785 Johannes married Antje Blauvelt, b. Jan, 25, 1769, bap. at 
Clarkstown, daughter of Jacob Blauvelt and Maria Talama, the marriage record 
stating that they were both then living at New Hempstead, John’ (Johannes or Jan) 
and Anna (Antje) Van Houten had eleven children: Roelof or Ralph, b. 1787, 
d, Jan. 5, 1860, aged 72 years, JJ mos., 22 days, buried in the Van Houten plot with 
his wife Rachel and three sons John, Ralph and Isaac; Jacob, b. 1789 at New 
Hempstead, bap. at Clarkstown Church, lived at Paterson, d. May 2, 1856, aged 
66 years, 8 mos., 18 days, buried in the Van Houten plot with his wife Elizabeth and 
a son James; Maria, b. Oct. 5, 1791, bap. at Clarkstown Church, d. April 29, 
1866, m. Feb. 24, 1810 Isaac Stagg of Paterson; James, b, 1794, bap. at Kakiat; 
Isaac I., b. 1799, bap. at Paramus, d. March 24, 1853, aged 53 years, 5 mos., 7 
days, buried in the Van Houten plot, married Margaret Westervelt; Margaret, 
b. Jan. J, 1803, bap. at Paramus, d. April 9, 1881, buried in the Van Houten plot, 
married Nicholas Romaine; Abraham, lived at Preakness and was drowned, married 
Bridget Garrison; Douwagh, a bachelor; Levi, married Ann Van Gelder; Catharine, 
married about 1824 John Ryerson (4793-3835) of Totowa and Paramus; Ann, 
married Cornelius Van Horn and went west to Illinois. : 

The house was later occtuipied by the son James’ Van Houten, b, May 31, ae 4 
bap, June 5, 1794 at the Kakiat Church, d. Aug. 24, 1877,* aged 83 years, and Bus 
in the Van Houten family plot nearby. He married Nov. 19, 1834 5 ia : C ra 
man, b, July 12, 1794, d. May 7, $877* in her 83rd year, daughter ¢ epee va 
Ackerman. They had two daughters, Maria and Cornelia J a. es ry rae 1 
who inherited the farm, He was John Ryerson’ Van Houten, b. Feb. 6, $622, 


' , 1843* Ann Youmans of 
Aug. 5, 1872 at the early age of 50 years, ronrelad Jans * Danii Yeomans, b. May 


Yeomen, b, April 20, 1825,* d. May 3, 1900,* duaghte 16,.1784,* whom he had 
7, 1768* and his second wife Mary Vanblercom, 7 -_ ‘ di fi in infancy and 
married June 3, 1820.* John and Ann had four agi James. Tsaac’ Van 
then four more who lived to maturity: Daniel, Jesse, 1s 319 
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Houten, b. Sept. 14, 1857, still lives in the old homestead; on Nov. 8, 1879* he mar- 
ried Eliza Ellen Courter, b. Sept. 20, 856,* d. Oct. 16, 1928, daughter of William 
Marten Courter. The present owner of the old house is their son John Ryerson’ Van 
Houten, b, May 20, 1880.* 

The house is built on a hillside overlooking a small brook. It stands on the south 
side of Franklin Lakes Road, which makes a sharp curve up the hill at this point, 
and is east of the intersection of Ewing Avenue. Franklin Lakes Road is called 
Sicomac Road in nearby Wyckoff Township. 


House of William Van Voorhees 
Franklin Avenue, Wyckoff 


The house stands on a 550 acre tract bought Aug. 17, 1720 from John Barbetie 
and associates, merchants of New York City, by John and William Van Voor 
Haze, yeoman of Bergen Co. and repurchased by them April 2, 1745 from John 
Hamilton and associates to setle their claim, Steven Coerte’ Van Voorhees, born 
3600 at Hees in the Province of Drenthe, married, and emigrated with wife and 
children to this country in 1660 on the Bontekoe. He settled on a farm at Flatlands, 
conducted a brewery and was a magistrate there. He remarried late in life, and died 
Feb, 16, 1684 at Flatlands, One of his sons, Albert Stevense® Van Voorhees, removed 
after his father’s death to a large tract he had purchased on the west side of the 
Hackensack River, between Kinderkamack and Hackensack; he was married three 
times, first to Barrentje Willemse by whom he had no children, secondly on April 24, 
$683 to Tilletje Reiniers Wizzel-pennig, and thirdly by 1693 to Helena Van der 
Schure. The eldest son by the third wife was William Albertse*’ Van Voorhees, b. 
$694, d. July 19, 1745, married first April 19, 1718 Susanna Laroe, and secondly 
Jan. 6, 1728 Maria Van Gelden. 

This William Van Voorhees and his youngest brother Jan bought the 550 acre 
tract at Wyckoff, which was divided between their heirs May 7, 1767. William 
settled here and undoubtedly built the oldest part of the present house. He had seven 
sons and four daughters, but only Jan and Albert (both by the second wife) carried 
on the name, Albert’ Van Voorhees, b. Feb. J, $738, d. Aug. 25, 1825, aged 87 years, 
married Jannetje Van Houten, b. 1735, d. May 31, 1810. The doorknocker on the 
main house is inscribed “A.V.V.H. 1824,” so Albert probably built the main house 
at the advanced age of 86 years, no doubt to house his numerous grandchildren with 
their wives and children. His only child, John A.’ Van Voorhis, b. 1763, d. May 25, 
$833, married Christina Bogert, b. 1763, d. Jan. 30, 18473 they had nine children: 
ae James, William, Abraham, John, Ralph, Jane, Ann, and Corines Van 

oorhis, 
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Corines Quackenbush, b. July 13, 1800, died at the age of 89, bought the stone 
house nearby on the main corner of Wyckoff, supposedly from a John Van Voorhis 
(this house is not marked on Erskine’s map, and was probably built shortly after 
the Revolution), and left it to his eldest son John (1820-95), Corines’ seventh son, 
Uriah Quackenbush, b. May 20, 1836, bought the Van Voorhis house on the hill, 
He married Kaziah » and willed the property to his granddaughter Grace 
(daughter of John), wife of Judge John B, Zabriskie, the present occupants, There 
may have been an intermediate owner between the Van Voorhis and Uriah Quack- 
enbush, Before the latter bought it, a woman, known as Aunt Jennie to the neigh- 
borhood, had a candy store in the basement. The house at various times in its 
history has been used for a grocery store, candy store, hotel and ballroom. 

The house was erected at three separate times. The oldest part, built by Wil- 
liam Van Voorhees, is now in the center and almost completely hidden; it is very 
small, has very low ceilings, and a gable roof sloping almost to the ground; it faces 
east, which is unusual for that early period. The main house was added on the road 
side, and faces south: it is of whitewashed stone, with gambrel roof and high ceil- 
ings, A late nineteenth century kitchen wing of no architectural style has been added 
at the rear. The house stands on a knoll overlooking a brook in the west end of 
Wyckoff village. It is on the north side of Franklin Avenue, called Wyckoff Road 
further west. 





House of Nicholas Varleth; the Sip Homestead at Bergen 
formerly in Jersey City, now at Westfield. 
PLATE 107 


This is the oldest Bergen County house still in existence, although, as it has 
been altered, removed, and rebuilt, the Demarest house by the French Cemetery 
(plate 82) may be considered the truest example of the early house in this county 
(Hudson was originally part of Bergen County). Both houses have the very steep 
Pitched roof, which was typical of the houses in the old country and of the earliest 
houses in New Netherland. ‘ 

Several attempts to settle the western shore of the Hudson River were made 
at an early date, but the farms were burned and the inhabitants massacred by = 

dians, In an effort to give some degree of protection to the settlers, Gov. — 
decteed in 1660 that all should dwell within a palisaded village and go to their we 
Ying farms by day. Thus in 1660 was established the village of Bergen, aroun 
the present Bergen Square in the heart of Jersey City. 


The Sip homestead stood until recently on the southeast corner of Bergen 
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Avenue and Newkirk Street. The latter was one of the boundaries of the original 
village and the former was the road which led from the green in the center of the 
village northeastward to the English Neighborhood (the Ridgefield section). The 
corner plot on which the house stood was a double town lot, known as No. 160, east 
of the plain or green, which was granted together with two out-garden plots and 
two tracts of upland and meadow near the village by Stuyvesant to Nicholas Varleth 
and Balthazar Bayard on Jan. 3, 1662, The same lots, plots and tracts were con- 
firmed to them by Gov. Carteret on Aug, 10, 1673. Therefore, considering the dated 
stone 1664, it is probable that the house was erected by one of these patentees, prob- 
ably the former as Bayard’s house is believed to have been near the Newkirk house. 

Nicholas Varleth emigrated to New Netherland by 1652 and became an 
important member of the Colony, appointed commissary, ambassador to Virginia, 
peace commissioner, Captain of the militia of Bergen, Communipaw, Ahasymus 
and Hobocken (the early Dutch settlements on the Jersey side of the Hudson 
River), member of the court of Bergen, and member of Gov. Carteret’s Council. 
These last three appointments were made in 1665, showing that he had settled in 
New Jersey by that date. As well as the above and other land purchases at Bergen, 
he was granted the Hobocken tract before 1656 and the Secaucus tract in 1658, In 
the patent of 1667 to the latter tract he was described as a resident of the Town of 
Bergen and Balthazar Bayard as of New York. Varleth died in 1675, By his wife 
Anna Stuyvesant, widow of Samuel Bayard, he had a daughter Susanna and a son 
Abraham who left the province in 1675, Balthazar Bayard, a stepson of Varleth and 
his partner in many land purchases, lived in Bergen as early as 1663 when he was 
appointed schepen of the town, and returned to New York about 1667, where he 
later became an alderman. On the death of Varleth before division had been made 
of their joint properties, Bayard took the land (including the double lot No. 160 at 
Bergen in which we are primarily interested) by right of survivorship. On Dec. JJ, 
1686 he sold several meadow lots and the double house lot (No. 160) in the village 
to Tadeus Michielsen, who sold to Jacob Luby. He died in 1697 and his heirs sold 
the property to Jan A. Sip on Oct, 25, 1699. Sip also obtained a quit claim from 
Bayard’s heirs on April 30, 1713, 

There seems to be no full nor reliable account of the early generations of the 
Sip family, Adriaen (or Arie) Hendricksen’ Sip emigrated from Breda in North 
Brabant and married at New Amsterdam Feb. 4, 1656 Grietje Warnaerts of Schone- 
velt. They had four children, baptized at New Amsterdam 1657 to 1662: Annetje, 
Marritje, and twins Jan and Jacob. Adriaen died about 1663; it is possible he 
settled in Bergen shortly before this date, since his two eldest children were recorded 
as young daughters of New York whereas his son Jan was recorded as a young man 
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of Bergen at the time of their respective marriages. Adriaen Sip’s widow married 
at New Amsterdam Aug. 9, 1664 Hans Diederick of Isleven, Hans and Grietje (and 
presumably her young children by her first husband) were living at Bergen in 1665, 
qwhen Hans took the oath of allegiance here, He kept a house of entertainment at 
Bergen, was a town deputy to the legislature and a judge; he died Sept. 30, 1698 
at Bergen. 

Jan Arianse’ Sip (or Johannes Adriaenszen Sip) was the only son of Adriaen 
who lived to maturity. He was born May 24, 1662, probably in New Amsterdam 
where he was baptized, although it is possible that he was born in Bergen where he 
was undoubtedly living with his mother and stepfather by the time he was three 
years of age. Recorded as a young man of Bergen, his marriage banns were pub- 
lished here and his actual marriage took place in New York City. On April 23, 1684 
he married Johanna (or Anna) Van de Voorst, bap. April 16, 1666, daughter of 
Iden Van Vorst of Ahasymus. They had eleven children, all born at Bergen, al- 
though the eldest five were baptized at New York: Adriaen or Arie of Acquackan- 
onk (see plate 149), Hillegond married Johannes Walings Van Winkle, Iden died 
young, Margaret married Johannes Gerritse Van Wagening, Annetje married 
Gerrit Hermanisse Van Wagening, Edee or Ide of Bergen, Johannes, Cornelius, 
Abraham, Hendrick (the last four died young), and Helena or Lena married John 
Van Horn, It was the father of these children who in 1699 purchased the double 
house plot (No. 160) in Bergen which is known as the Sip homestead. He was a 
Captain of the militia, He died Aug. 12, 1729, leaving all his Bergen lands and rights 
to Edee, his younger son, Ide’ (Edee or Eida) Sip. b. Sept. 3, 1695 at Bergen, d. 
Feb, 26, 1762 at Bergen, married first Ariantje Cornelissen Cadmus, and married 
secondly at New York June 9, 1725 Antje Gerrits Van Wagening of Bergen, who 
died here Jan, 25, 1750. He was a lieutenant of the town militia, On his death, Ide 
divided his property between his three sons and four daughters, leaving the home- 
Stead where he lived to his son Cornelius, who died March 9, 1793 without surviving 
_ Another son of Ide was Garret! Sip, b. Aug. 21, 1739 at Bergen, d. here Oct. 
1775, married by 1763 Jenneke Marselus, b. Oct. 26, 1740, younger sister of Edo 

‘atselis, builder of the house at Upper Preakness (plate 146). Their only son Peter 

oy Aug. 18, 1767 at Bergen, d. May 3, 1852, probably came into the et 

sees family homestead on the death of his uncle Cornelius without surviving i 

y Pa 4 prominent jurist and Judge of the Bergen Co, Court of are | aon 

child 's wife Elizabeth Vreeland, whom he married Nov. }; 1789, he = ‘he old 

mena the youngest of whom, Richard, lived in and ee feaphen 
ead, Richard? Sip, b. Aug. 31, 1800, d. April 10, 1865, married Sept. +r» 


; 
‘tah E, Wayland, and they had a son Richard Garret’ Sip, bs July 2, 460%, ee 
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1910 was still occupying the homestead where six generations of his forebears had 
— a the house was sold and removed to the Wychwood development 
outside of Westfield in Union County, and now stands in an orchard on the north 
side of Woodland Avenue, west of East Broad Street. Much that is typical of a sev- 
enteenth century house is now lacking, and except for the steep roof line it has 
more the feeling of an eighteenth century house; this is partly due to its moderniza- 
tion ty the Sips while it still stood at Bergen. The house is now owned by the 
Wychwood Corporation, A photograph in the 250th Anniversary of the Founding 
of Bergen (3910), p. 54, shows its condition at that date. 


Vreeland House 
125 Lake View Avenue, Leonia Borough, near Englewood 
PLATE 108 


There is some question as to whether the stone wing of this house was built 
before the Revolution. A descendant, Isaac Vreeland, considers that the whole 
house was built at the same time (1818), as it was the third Vreeland house on the 
property, the first further east and the second just south, and he sees no reason for 
the third house to have been built while the second was still standing. The wing, 
however, is Revolutionary in style; it may have been built about the time of the 
son’s marriage in 1786, 

Michael Jansen’ van Broeckhuysen (a village on the river Maes in the Duchy 
of Limburg’) emigrated in 1636 on the Rensselaerswyck with his wife Fitje Hart- 
mans and two children. He was engaged as a farm setvant for the patroon; he left in 
1646 to strike out for himself, and died in 1663; his wife survived him, dying Sept. 
21, 1697. Their eighth child, Cornelis Michaelsen,’ b, June 3, 1660, d. May 1727, 
married May 12, {681 Metje Dircks Braecke, and lived on his tract at Pembrepogh 
Ee eae =. ony son, Michael’ Vreeland, b, Sept. 18, 1694, married Oct. 

, anneke Van Houten; they lived on , 
wih adie tec dinteer y the Wesel Road (now part of Pater 

Their son Derrick or Dirck! Vreeland, b, March 1, 1736* (old style) bap. 
March i, 4737 at Bergen, married and removed to a large farm he had bought in 
the English Neighborhood, a part of the Berry patent of 1669, He undoubtedly built 
the first two houses here, 


a temporary structure and later his ermanent stone home. 
In $777 he was imprisoned at Morristown for Bri ‘ 


. . tish sympathies, He had only two 
yy and Elizabeth, and died in his 86th year on Nov. 5, $823.* Michael 
+ Vreeland, b, March 12, 1760,* d, May 13, 1832,* married Margaret Terhune, b. 
Feb, 28, 1770,* d, March 22, 1837.* Their son Ric 


324 hard ML.’ Vreeland, b. Oct. 5, 


* Taken from family Bible. 
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1787,* d, Feb, 2, }849,* married Dec, J, 1810.* Mary Sipp, b. March 26, 1793,* d. 
July 10, 1880.* Richard built the main frame house about 1848 (or his father built 
it for him) ; it is noted for its beautiful lines, proportions and carvings, Richard and 
Mary’s children were: Isaac who married and lived just south; Margaret wife of 
Henry Westervelt, who lived in a stone house further north in south Englewood; 
and Michael. Michael R.’ Vreeland, b, April 27, 1812,* d. Oct. 12, 1893 aged 83 
years,* married Sept. 24, 1840 Lavina Brinkerhoff. The last of the family to own 
and occupy the old home was their son Richard M.’ Vreeland, who died about 1928 
when almost ninety years of age; he had four daughters, two by his wife Helen 
Harris, Mrs, Natalie T. Corbett, the present owner, bought the property in 1930 
from the Richard M, Vreeland estate, 

The house is in the northern part of the locality originally called the English 
Neighborhood. It stands on a hill, overlooking a brook to the north and the old 
toad (now Grand Avenue) to the west. It is in the former Nordhoff, now the 
borough of Leonia, south of Englewood. 


Westervelt—Bogert House 
393 Main Street, Hackensack 
PLATE 109 


This house was built at three different times, but none of the builders are known. 
It is occasionally called the General Poor House. Gen, Enoch Poor was a New 
Hampshire man and a prominent leader in the Revolution; he is supposed to have 
been stationed in this house at one time, and to have fought a duel while heres he 
died Sept. 8, 1780 of putrid fever, while stationed at Kinderkamack to the north, 
and was buried at Hackensack. According to George Ackerman’s Recollections of 
Sixty Years Ago (pub. 1902), the house was occupied around 1840 by “Long John” 
Westervelts he was given this name because he was so very tall, It is called the 
Bogert house by Eugene Bird, in his Rambling Reminiscences (pub. 1922), which 
80 back to the period of 1858, On a map of 1876 John Demarest was the owner. 
landing in the heart of Hackensack, it has been conservatively remodelled into 
Stores, but still preserves its character. , 
here were many John Westervelts, and the identity of “Long John” is un- 
lerminable, He may have been a son of Lucas and Belinda (Demarest) Wester- 
velts John L Westervelt, b. Aug. 2, 1809, d. Nov. 4, 1860, marr ied ne 
Mout, and had three daughters, the eldest of whom was Ann who married Henry 


J ae } this would account for a Bogert occupancy raed a Me 
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brother, and settled at Flatbush. In the early 1670s he removed to Hackensack, 
transferred his membership to the Bergen Church in 1676, and to the Hackensack 
Church when it was organized in 1686; he died within a short time, his wife Geesie 
surviving until after 1696, Of their six children, the youngest was Jurrien Lub- 
bertse’ Westervelt, born on Long Island and still living in 1738; he married four 
times at the Hackensack Church, and had eleven children by his first three wives. 
He lived at Hackensack, and in 1687 made many extensive purchases of land here 
from the patentee Capt. John Berry, of which he sold 1500 acres in 1734, The south 
wing of this house is said to have been built in 1688 and, if so, may have been built 
by Jurrien Westervelt on one of his purchases of 1687 at Hackensack. A son by 
his third wife, Roelof,’ remained at Hackensack, but the latter’s son Johannes’ Wes- 
tervelt (grandfather of John L.) lived at Wagaraw, so it is probable that John L. 
Westervelt, if he owned the house, did not inherit it in a direct line from his forebears, 

The south wing is the oldest unit. The central portion is said to have been built 
in 1800; its high ceilings and high steep gambrel are post-revolutionary in char- 
acter. Early in the nineteenth century the half stories of frame were added to the 
two wings, possibly by “Long John” Westervelt; they are higher and have larger 
windows than the usual half stories with their “lie-on-your-stomach” windows. The 
rough stonework of the house is whitewashed in red, and the whole is covered by a 
red tin roof, which harmonizes and therefore does not destroy the character of the 
house by its modern composition. The house stands on the southwest corner of 
Ward and Main Streets, one block south of Anderson Street, in the heart of Hack- 


ensack, 
House of Roelof Westervelt 
Tenafly Road, Tenafly 
PLATE 110 


Roelof? Westervelt, grandfather of the builder of this house, was baptized March 
10, 1659 at Meppel in the Province of Drenthe, and came to America with his par- 
ents, Lubbert and Geesie (see plate 109) 3 on March 25, 1688 he married Orsolena or 
Wesselena, daughter of Caspar Stynmets of Bergen, and had three sons and six 
daughters. In 1695 he and nine others bought from the Proprietors for £100 some 
thousands of acres between the Hudson and Overpeck, extending from the present 
Englewood northwards nearly to Tenafly; to Roelof fell the northern section, on 
which he is said to have settled. On Sept. 17, 1695 he also bought from the patentee 
a triangular tract of land between the branches of the Overpeck Creek northwards 
to the head of the Tenakill (brook), for which he had to obtain an added release 
from the Indians in 1705; it was on this tract that his grandson later built. Roelof 
Westervelt was a religious man, a member of the Church of Hackensack, deacon 


326 


HOUSES IN BERGEN COUNTY 


and church master. On May 15, 1733 he married secondly Lea, widow of Abram 
Brouwer, and daughter of Jean Demarest of the French colony (see plate 82), when 
he was 73 years of age and she was 50. His son Johannes’ married Oct. 13, 1718 
Efie De Groot and had ten children, of whom we are interested in Roelof. 

Roelof Westervelt, b. Dec. 4, 1723, died 1800, married about 1745 Dirkjin 
Taelman, and had two sons, Douwe and Johannes, and five daughters; he probably 
built the old wing of the house at Tenafly, His elder son Douwe’ Westervelt, b. Jan. 
9, 1753, d. May 16, 1822, aged 69 yrs., 4 mos., 17 days,* married first Oct. 28, 1773* 
Rebecca Demarest, and secondly June 12, 1802* Margrietje Banta, b, Aug. 16, 
1759,* widow of Renis Kuyper; by his first wife he had four children: Roelof, b. 
Sept. 9, 1774,* d. March 7, 1837,* unmarried, Daniel, and two daughters. Daniel’ 
Westervelt, b. Oct. 4, 1779,* d. April 13, 1877* at the advanced age of 97 yrs., 6 mos., 
and 9 days,* was married on Jan. 31, 1801* to Polly Cole, b. Dec. 8, 1785,* d. Sept. 
8, 1867, aged 81 yrs., 9 mos.* He was the builder of the main stone house about 1798. 
He had an only surviving son Peter and five daughters, including Gertrude who 
married John Ackerman, Jr. and removed to the Durie house on the Schraalenburgh 
Road (plate 86). Peter D.’ Westervelt, b. March 9, 1806,* d. June 4, 1885, aged 79 
yts., 2 mos., 26 days,* married Nov. 19, !825* Rachel Westervelt, b. Oct. 25, 1809,* 
d. Feb. 22, 1874, aged 64 yrs., 3 mos., 25 days,* daughter of his cousin Johannes’ 
Westervelt, Jr. (son of Douwe’s brother Johannes) and Rachel Brinkerhoff; they 
had six children. Peter D. Westervelt added the frame wing on the north end of the 
house when he married in 1825, He had six children. His youngest son, Charles P.’ 
Westervelt, b. April 17, 1857,* now lives nearby, having sold the homestead about 
1923 to Mr. Sulzer, who sold it to The Tenafly Weavers, the present owner. 
wing is built of roughly dressed stone; its roof has a 
steep pitch and no overhang, characteristics of an early eighteenth century house; it 
was undoubtedly built by Roelof about the time of his marriage in 1745, The very 
irregular stonework in a part of the end shows the location of the old Dutch oven, 
which was formerly built out here. A ladder behind the large fireplace leads up to 
the old slave quarters above. The fanlight over the door with its panes of peep-hole 
size is very unusual; a similar one is also found over the rear door of the main house; 
they are probably of post-revolutionary date. Charles Westervelt states that the ca 
stone house was built by his grandfather Daniel’ Westervelt (who married in ~ S)$ 
therefore it is likely that it was erected a few years later than 4798, the : - 
attributed to it, A beautiful example of the post-revolutionary style, it is built o 

essed stone, with lintels over door and windows, a gambrel roof still unmarred by 
dormers, and interesting woodwork in the interior. Unusual features are the outside 


entrances to the cellar at either side, built to repeat the style of the wing. Its capacious 
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garret is open except for one very small, windowless closet bedroom, The north 
wing, built by Peter D, Westervelt in 1825, is characteristic of this period: of frame, 
with small “lie on your stomach” windows in the second half-story, and a gable roof 
which balances the early wing; its stone cellar is known as the harvest kitchen, for 
the extra harvest hands were fed here. A view of the entire house is to be seen in 
the vignette. 

The house is now the Exhibition House and retail salesroom of the Tenafly 
Weavers; some of the weaving is done in the capacious garret above, and meals 
are served inside and on the attractive stone terrace behind. The house stands on the 


northeast corner of the present Westervelt Road and the old Tenafly Road, south 
of Clinton Avenue in Tenafly. 


Westervelt House 
County Road, Cresskill 
PLATE 111 


The house stands on a tract patented to Isaac Bedlow in 1669, and sold by him 
in $728 to Colonel Jacobus Van Cortlandt. Johannes Roelofse’ Westervelt, bap. 
July 11, 1696, son of Roelof, and grandson of Lubbert Lubbertse,’ the emigrant, is 
supposed to have bought and settled on this tract: if so, his house no longer exists. 
On Oct. Jf, $718 he married Efie, daughter of Pieter De Groot and Belitje Van 
Schaick, and had five sons and five daughters; his second son Roelof built the house 
at Tenafly (plate 110), His eldest son Petrus Westervelt, bap. Feb. 18, 1722, lived 
here at Cresskill; about 1745 he married Catelyntje Taelman, and had nine children. 

Petrus’ son Benjamin P.’ Westervelt (b. Aug. J, 1763, d. 1845) built the main 
unit of the house in 1808. He fought in the Revolution, serving in the militia, as a 
minute man, and in the county and state regiments; he was imprisoned twice by the 
_ British and thrown into the Sugar House; he was captured a third time by some 

Tory neighbors but recaptured by his friend Col. Blanch of the patriot militia. In 
September, 1784 he married Sarah Durie, probably a daughter of Jan Durie, Jr. 
of the Schraalenburgh Road (see plate 86), and had six children; in 1817 he married 
secondly Leah, widow of Benjamin Blackledge, as her fourth husband; her second 
husband was Isaac Nagel, builder of a house at Closter (plate 98). His son Petrus 
Westervelt, b. Oct. 15, 1796, d. Nov. 28, 1863, married March 29, 1817 Sally Nagel, 
b. March 19, 1799, d. Dec. 28, 1870, daughter of Jan D. Nagel, the honest miller 
(plate 97). Their only son John P. B,’ Westervelt, b. April 13, 1831, married Nov. 


7, 1849 Elizabeth Van Voorhis, and was still the owner in 1912, Their son Peter" 
Westervelt is the present owner. 
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On Erskine’s Revolutionary map a house here is marked Westerfell’s. Unfortu- 
nately no first name is given, so we cannot tell whether Johannes Westervelt’s home 
stood here then, It is possible that the old house (if it stood here) was torn down, 
and the present house built all at one time by Benjamin P. Westervelt in 1808, The 
present stone wing does not date so far back as Johannes Westervelt’s time and may 
not even be pre-revolutionary. The low wide pitch of the roof, the stone lintels, and 
the carefully laid stones of the side wall are characteristic of the late eighteenth 
century. Lacking any proof that Johannes ever settled on this particular spot, we 
must presume that his son Petrus Westervelt built the wing shortly before the 
Revolution, unless the present structure is not the one shown on Erskine’s map. An 
unusual feature is the position of the chimney, which is not at the end of the wing. 
The south front has two doors and one window instead of the usual one door and 
two windows. The main house is built of well-dressed stone with a wide gambrel 
roof, unmarred by dormers. The typical, large windows and the door have stone 
~ Iintels, each with a raised stone decoration in the center, an early nineteenth century 
style, The overhang of the roof may have been extended; it is supported by square 
wooden columns. A view of the main house may be seen in Embury. The house 
stands on the west side of the County Road, north of the village of Cresskill, This 
toad is the eighteenth century continuation of the Tenafly Road, and led northwards 
to Sneden’s Landing in Rockland County. 


The two Zabriskie—Board Houses 
formerly on Paramus Road, north of Arcola 
PLATE 112 


At an early date many members of the Zabriskie family settled and built on 
their extensive land tracts along the Paramus Road (and adfoining side roads), 
from Red Mills (now Arcola) northward to Paramus Church (now in the east part 
of Ridgewood). Many Zabriskie houses stand to this day but, unfortunately for 
the purposes of this volume, the existing houses were built in the half century 
following the Revolution, The Zabriskie house reproduced here was the only pre- 
tevolutionary house to survive and it was completely burned down shortly after the 
Photograph was taken in 1925. 

Albrecht? Zaborowsky was born at Enghstburgh in Poland about 1638, emi- 
Stated by way of Prussia and came to this country in 1662 on The Fox. He settled 
at Old Hackensack (now Ridgefield Park) and died there Sept. J, 1711, aged about 

3 years, He was the first Justice of the Peace for upper Bergen County. He was a 


large land speculator, and by several purchases came to own more than 4000 acres 
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in the county; he was the patentee of the Paramus and New Paramus tracts and of 
a tract at Cherry Hill. On Nov. 17, 1676 at Bergen he married Machteld Van der 
Linde, born 1656 at New York, died 1725, daughter of Joost Van der Linde, and had 
five sons. Three of these, Jacob, Hendrick and Christian, settled on the Paramus 
tracts. 

The south portion of the patent was allotted to Christian Zabriskie; here stood 
the two Zabriskie—Board houses, the more northern of which is the famous one 
built in 1790 and occasionally called the Wessels house. Christian is said to have 
settled on what became known as the Wessels or Board property, so it is possible that 
his home was an earlier one on the site of the 1790 house. As both Zabriskie—Board 
houses were originally on the same property, it may be that Christian’s home was 
the old house reproduced here; certainly it belongs to this early period. This Chris- 
tian’ Zabriskie, bap. July 3, 1694 at Hackensack, d, 1774, married May 28, 1715 Lea 
Hendrickse Hopper. They settled at Lower Paramus and raised four sons, Albert, 
Hendrick, Jacob and Andries, all of whom remained in this locality, Andries or 
Andrew’ Zabriskie, the youngest, bap. Jan. 15, 1729 at Schraalenburgh, married 
Elizabeth , and is only known to have had two children, a son Christian, b. 
1751 and a daughter Jane, b. 1761. Andries may have inherited his father’s home as 
it was later owned by his descendants. 

Andries Zabriskie built a beautiful house nearby at the age of 69 years, judging 
by the stone lintel inscribed “A, C, Z. 1790.” It is probably on the site of an earlier 
house of his own (or his father’s?), since the barn antedates the 1790 period by 
many years. His only son Christian’ Zabriskie, bap. Feb. 24, 1751 at Paramus, 
married Martyntje , and had several children: Cornelius, Andrew, who mar- 
tied Mary Ryerson; Abraham, who married Maria Zabriskie and lived in Saddle 
River Township; Catharine, wife of John Anderson, and possibly James. The son 
Cornelius C.’ Zabriskie married at Paramus May 21, 1803 Maria Hopper and had 
four children: Christian Andrew, bap. 1804, Mary, wife of Isaac Zabriskie, Cath- 
arine, wife of Wessel Wessels, and Matilda, wife of Peter Board. The 1790 home- 
stead came into the possession of the above Catharine L.’ Zabriskie, b. Nov. 22, 1834, 
living in 1882, who married Wessel Wessels. She probably had no children as the 
place was later owned by her nephew, Cornelius Z. Board, whose son Frederick 
Board disposed of it. 

The very early house came into the hands of the above Matilda B.’ Zabriskie, 
d. 1870, and her husband Peter Board, whom she had married at Paramus May 30, 
1833, Peter Board, b. Aug. 19, 1809 in Pompton Township, Passaic Co., died 1873, 
was a son of Nathaniel Board, who was a leading farmer of Passaic County and a 
member of the New Jersey Legislature. Peter and Matilda doubtless built the 
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modern two story brick house which lately surrounded the old unit on two sides, 
After their death, it went to their son Cornelius Z, Board, and then probably to the 
latter’s son Frederick Board. 

The old Zabriskie house is a small house built of irregular stone and shingled 
on the gable end; its roof has a steep slope characteristic of the early eighteenth 
century; the windows are in uneven alignment, the original sashes were replaced 
some time ago by large modern ones, Until recently, it stood over a mile north of 
Arcola, on the east side of the Paramus Road, near Sprout Brook Road, 

The 1790 homestead of Andrew Zabriskie stands just north on the same side 
of the road, and almost opposite the intersection of the Dunkerhook Road from 
Fairlawn, Rather it may be said that its ruins are here, for a recent explosion or fire 
has partly demolished it. The house was of stone with a gambrel roof, and with a 
frame wing on the road end, Its proportions and detail work were exquisite; it was 
one of the finest and best known of the post-revolutionary Dutch houses. A view 
may be seen in Boyd, p, 37, It was used recently as the clubhouse of the Saddle River 
Golf Club, Instead of rebuilding the roof to preserve it the barn has been remodelled 
for the clubhouse. | 

The barn behind the 1790 home was much older than the house, a typical and 
interesting example of an early Dutch barn. The low sides were of stone. The tidge- 
pole was very high, so that the roof could cover a broad spread and yet slant very 
steeply almost to the ground; it was undoubtedly thatched originally. Unfortunately 
Miss Brown arrived too late in the spring of 1933 to photograph the barny its 
beautiful lines are now completely hidden and changed, 


House of John Zabriskie; Baron Steuben House 
New Bridge, North Hackensack 
PLATE 113 


Two or more John Zabriskies are believed to have erected various parts of this 
Ouse during the eighteenth century; the two dates most generally ascribed are 
hes and 1752, John Zabriskie of New Bridge was a colonial magistrate. He had a 
Stist mill here and a large trading station, and schooners plying to New York tied 
at is dock, One of these schooners was burned at its moorings by the Americans 
“i s would not be captured by the British. John was ordered arrested in 1777 for 

British sympathies, and his property was later confiscated. ; 
b ec. 23, 1783 the New Jersey State Legislature gave the estate, et 

clonging to John Zabriskie, to Baron Steuben for his personal use. But as he di 
ot Want to settle on it, the state legislature on Dec, 24, 1784 ordered the estate to be 
Sold to the highest bidder, and the proceeds given to Steuben for life. It was therefore 
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sold on April J, 1785, and bought by Captain Walker (Steuben’s aide), who could 
not meet the payments, On Sept. 5, 1788 the state legislature gave Steuben full title 
to the estate outright, as an act of gratitude for his services during the Revolution, 
But Baron Steuben had no use for it, as he lived on his large farm near the modern 
Utica, presented to him by New York State. Shortly before his death at Utica on 
Nov. 27, 1795, he conveyed the New Jersey estate back to John Zabriskie for £1200, 

The next owner is said to have been Andrew Zabriskie, a brickmaker; on July 
2}, $793 at Schraalenburgh he married Elizabeth Anderson; they brought up a 
family of eleven children and adopted two more, one of whom may have been Jane 
Anderson who later married their son David A. Zabriskie, David A. Zabriskie is 
said to have moved into the house in 18123 he was still the owner in 1876; he was a 
miller, and had a mill on the river here, which burned many years ago. The house 
was sold by a Mrs, Outwater (nee Zabriskie) to William R. Hearst, who sold it to 
the State of New Jersey, It is now kept as a Memorial to Baron Steuben. 

The house probably stands on the tract at Cherry Hill patented to Albert 
Zabriskie in 1682, He had emigrated to this country in 1662 and settled at Old 
Hackensack (see plate 112). John was a name in frequent use in the Zabriskie 
family, and to identify a particular John is rather impossible; but the probable dates 
of erection and the numerous John Zabriskie owner's seem to point to the following 
line for this house: Albert’s son Jan A. or John‘ Zabriskie, Sr. remained at Old 
Hackensack (Ridgefield Park) and died in 1765; he married Sept. 20, 1706 Eliza- 
beth Claes Romeyn and had four children; he married secondly Dec. 6, 1712 
Margrita, daughter of Jean’ Durie of the French Colony (see plate 86), and had 
nine children, His son John’ Zabriskie, Jr., bap. Aug. 5, 1716, married June 15, 
$739 Annaetjen Ackerman, bap. Aug. 14, 1720, daughter of Egbert and Elizabeth. 
Their son John‘ Zabriskie, Jr., bap. Sept. 3, 1741 at Hackensack, married Nov. 23, 
$764 Jane Goelett, and had at least two children, Annatje, b. 1765, and John, b. 
4767, When John and Jane acted together as sponsors in 1774 he was not called 
“Jt.,” suggesting that his father had died by this time. It would seem probable that 
John’ Zabriskie, Jr. built the original unit of the house about the time of his mar- 
riage (1739), and that his son John‘ Zabriskie, Jr. made additions before he lost and 
after he recovered the property, and that the latter was the magistrate and Tory: 
the latter’s wife might have been a relation of the Tory, Peter Goelet of Hackensack, 
whose land was also confiscated, What relation Andrew Zabriskie was to John 
Zabriskie is undetermined, 

The original unit (now in the center) was a small stone structure put together 
with old clay mortar and rat-tail nails of a type manufactured about 1726; it has 
hand-split laths and hinges of a type made before 1776 which are not to be seen in 
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the later ends. The approximate date of 1737 for the original unit is therefore a 
correct one. The south end was added next. Some time before 1800 the north unit 
was added and the depth of the house was increased by an addition along the rear. 
Access to the new rooms was at the landing of the stairs, The result is a variation in 
floor level which gives the appearance of a low, two story house from the rear view 
(seen in the photograph). The original gable roof was replaced by a long gambrel 
roof over the entire building. The house thus does not conform to the usual style of 
main building with two wings, but is a uniform structure of double the average 
length. Part of the rear view was photographed to preserve its unusual appearance; 
the front view, marred by porch and dormers, may be seen in Boyd’s article, p. 43, 
and the end view is reproduced in Historic Roadsides of New Jersey, p. 330, 

The house stands on the curve of the road at the west end of the bridge over 
the Hackensack River. The first bridge here was built shortly before the Revolution 
and the locality became known as New Bridge to distinguish it from Old Bridge to 
the north (now River Edge). New Bridge is now a part of North Hackensack, 


House of Peter Zabriskie; the Mansion House 
on the Green, Hackensack. 


This house was built in 1751 by Peter Zabriskie for his private residence, The 
only member of the family of that name was Peter’ Zabriskie, bap. Nov. 5, 1721, d. 
1800, a son of John Zabriskie, Sr. of Old Hackensack and his second wife Mar- 
grietje Durie and a brother of John Zabriskie, Jr., who probably built the house at 
New Bridge (plate 113). On Oct. 25, 1747 Peter married Martina Varick, bap. 
April 22, 1722, daughter of Abraham Varick, and had three children, Marretje, 
Annet; Cy and Abram, 

The American army retreated through Hackensack in the fall of $776, When 
Washington atrived, he occupied the private home of Peter Zabriskie until all the 
ttoops had passed through, His meals were served from the tavern of Archibald 
Campbell which stood on the Green nearby. This would seem to infer that Peter, 
his ri was absent, otherwise the meals would have been prepared in the house by 

1s ves, 

The house was probably sold about the time of Peter Zabriskie’s death, and 
€ a tavern, The Weehawk bank, established at Weehawken, removed here in 
825 and became Hackensack’s first bank. It was housed in the barroom of the 
ven until a brick building was later erected for it nearby and it then — 
D own as the Washington Bank. It was the home of the post office in on ba na 
. “Vid D, Demarest was postmaster. He was the tavern keeper, and placed the mat 


"a Box nailed to the wall, at the disposal of those concerned to help themselves. 
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During the time of the stage coaches it was called the Albany Stage Coach Tavern, 
About 1858 it became known as the Washington Mansion House, a name it still 
bear's. Elections were often held in its ballroom. On June 25, 1863 it was the scene 
of a great collation on the return of the 22nd Regiment from the Civil War. At this 
period it was owned by John Lovett. The old Company C of the National Guard 
was organized in 1872 and held its drills here, 

The house is of dressed sandstone, with walls nearly three feet thick, At the 
time of the Revolution it was two stories high, and was probably covered by a 
gambrel roof. At some later date a third story with a brick front and clapboard end 
was added. A two story pillared porch was built the length of the house. It has since 
been greatly enlarged at the rear and is now in bad repair. Dutch tiles with Biblical 
scenes still adorn two of the rooms, one of which was occupied by Washington, The 
house stands on the northeast corner of Main Street and Washington Place, and 


faces the Green and the Church. A view of the Mansion House can be seen in Black’s 
article, p. 253. 


Zabriskie—Van Dien Smoke House 
Paramus Road, south of Paramus, Ridgewood 
PLATE 114 


The house in this plate is of too late a period for the purposes of this book, but 
the smoke house in the rear is much older. The farm is located in one of the Paramus 
tracts granted to Albert Zabriskie, It has been said that the smoke house is the 
original Van Horn house built in 1731; the date may be correct, but the large size 
of the chimney suggests that the building was always used as a smoke house and 
never as a home, It is not known who was the supposed Van Horn builder, and it is 
possible (in fact probable) that no member of this family owned it. 

The farm was in the possession of the Zabriskie family at the time of the Revo- 
lution, when an earlier house stood on the site of the present one. Shortly after the 
war, Harmen Van Dien married Acltie Zabriskie, bap. Sept. 30, 1770, daughter of 
Jan. J. Zabriskie and his wife Lea. It is probable that Harmen purchased of 
inherited the farm from his wife’s family. He settled here and undoubtedly built the 
present stone house about 1800, His house (although larger) is very similar in style 
to the eighteenth century houses, but lacks their spontaneity of feeling; it is typical 
of a mature, finished style, in which the original spirit has disappeared and only the 
form remains; the result is a well-proportioned, but cold and lifeless structure. 
Harmen and Aeltje Van Dien had a son John H. Van Dien, b. July 15, 1796 and 
baptized at Paramus; after his death in 1878 his widow Hannah occupied the place. 

Since this time there have been many owners; the present owner is John Truwer. 


Since the photograph was taken in 1925, the old smoke house has been repaired 
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and its chimney taken down, thus destroying its character. The front of the house 
has been refaced. It stands on the west side of Paramus Road, on the brow of a hill, 
fess than two miles south of Paramus Church in eastern Ridgewood, and a short 
distance south of the intersection of Ridgewood Avenue with Paramus Road. 


Unidentified House 


Fairlawn Avenue, Fairlawn 
PLATE 115 


The house stands on a tract granted in 1687 to nine proprietors, divided and 
partly sold in 1692 to the Van Wagoners, Van Ripers, etc. The house is marked 
but unnamed on Erskine’s Revolutionary map. The builders and early owners have 
not been determined. The house is said to have had only three sets of owners, the 
second family being the Strehls, Henry Strehl bought the place about 1867 and was 
the owner in 1876; his son John S, Strehl inherited the property, and sold it to the 
Radburn City Housing Corp. This Corporation leases it at present, but plans to 
tear it down to make room for a wide boulevard. The two stone sections of the house 
ate both typically pre-revolutionary ; the two story frame addition is of ugly modern 
vintage. The house stands on the north side of Fairlawn Avenue, east of the railway 


and of the overhead bridge, and opposite the telephone exchange. 
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Achenbach House 
Chestnut Ridge Road, Saddle River 


The wing of this house may have been built a few years before the Revolution by Hans George 
Achenbach, a Saxon shepherd boy. The main house is definitely post-revolutionary. The house is Dutch 
in style, but a different atmosphere, a neat and methodical feeling which pervades, may be due to the 
builder’s German origin. 
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PLATE 71 


House of Abraham Ackerman, later Brinkerhoft’s 
184 Essex Street, Hackensack 


The large stone in the center of the east gable, from which the ivy is carefully trained away, has a 
date, initials and hieroglyphs, which show that this house was built in 1704 by Abraham Ackerman with 
the aid of two of his sons. This is one of the best known early Dutch houses of the gambrel roof type. 
Notice the very beautiful curving sweep of the roof and overhang, and the depth of the house. The 
gradual improvement of the open attic in the mid-nineteenth century is indicated by the different height 
of the upstairs bedrooms. The heavy pillars flanking the front door are not suitable and were not added 
until about 1900. One room in the west end of the house has very thick interior walls. It is believed that 
this, together with an old stone kitchen wing no longer existing, was the original family house, probably 
built by Abraham Ackerman about 1696. The house has been in the continuous possession of the Acker- 
man and Brinkerhoff families with the exception of six years. 
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PLATE 72 


House of Johannes Ackerman, later Brinkerhoff’s 
formerly at 651 Polifly Road, Hasbrouck Heights 


The wing of this house was built by Johannes Ackerman about 1728. Although erected at such a 
comparatively late date, it has been known for many years as a good example of one of the earliest types 
of Dutch houses in Bergen County. Before the overhang was developed and extensively adopted, the 
roofs were built only to the face of the wall as in this instance. The main house was erected by James 
Brinkerhoff in 1800 along pre-revolutionary lines. 
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PLATE 73 


Ackerman—Naugle House 
415 East Saddle River Road, Paramus 


This house consists of two similar units. The east half is said to have been built as early as 1692 and 
1701 by a member of the Ackerman family and the west half (near the road) by another Ackerman in 
1761, Interior woodwork affords proof that both dates are approximately correct. The recently painted 
white trim of the house is over-emphasized in the photograph; in reality the house has the appearance 
of very great age. The gable roof has the steep pitch characteristic of the early houses; the overhang 
in front is asymmetrically balanced by the long low slope in the rear. There is no hall and each main 
room has its outside door. Except for the improvement of the second floor and addition of dormers, 
this house remains practically unchanged. 
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PLATE 74 
Ackerman—Van Emburgh House 
Paramus Road, Paramus 


It is believed that this house was erected in 1701 by an Ackerman. It was still in the possession of this 
family at the time of the Revolution and was later owned by Henry Van Emburgh’s family for about a 
century. It seems scarcely so old as the Ackerman house nearby (plate 73), but it is similar in lines 
to the Ackerman house in Hackensack (plate 71), which was built in 1704. It is one of the few houses 
of the gambrel roof type with a hall at the side of the house. The position of the chimney in the center 
of the house is also unusual. The existence and contrast of the modern twenty-paned window sashes 
with the modern two-paned sashes in the dormers is unfortunate. 
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PLATE 75 


House of Abram Ackerman 
East Saddle River Road, Saddle River 


The original unit of the house is the wing, which was built in 1750 or 1760 by Abram Ackerman, who 
was Washington’s host during the Revolution. At this time there was also a detached slave kitchen. 
The main house was added by the builder at the close of the war, 1781. He faithfully followed the 
architectural lines developed in the eighteenth century, but the beautifully carved woodwork in the 
interior is characteristic of the post-war era. The house has undergone a very successful restoration. 
Among the nineteenth century and recent changes are the dormers, the extension of the roof overhang 
and addition of square supports to form a porch, the projection of the roof of both units beyond the 
gable ends, and probably the second chimney between the main house and the wing. The Dutch roofs 
did not extend beyond the gable ends (plates 71 through 74) 
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PLATE 76 


Alyea—Outwater House 
445 River Road, Fairlawn 


Only the wing of this house is pre-revolutionary. This original unit was probably erected in the 
beginning of the eighteenth century. The very rough stonework of the front wall and the small size of 
the window openings are characteristic of this early period. Unfortunately the modern glass door and 
the adjoining window mar the effect of the house. The owners are unknown until the nineteenth century. 
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PLATE 77 


House of Hendrick Banta 
Pascack Road, Woodcliff Lake 


This house was built by Hendrick Banta in the years immediately preceding the Revolution. Notice the 
unusual height of the roof and the consequent steep pitch of the gambrel. The long four-paned windows 
and dormers, the extension of the overhang in both front and rear supported by pillars, and the roof 
continued beyond the gable ends result in a very heavy and overladen feeling which was not originally 
characteristic of the house. 
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PLATE 78 


Brickman (?)—Ackerson House 
Island Road, north of Ramsey 


This may have been Brickman’s Revolutionary tavern; Aaron Burr is believed to have been a frequent 
patron here. The house is early eighteenth century in style and was probably erected at the same time as 
a nearby barn, which was dated 1747. It is built of stone of very irregular sizes, much of it not more 
than rubble, laid in a binding material of clay, chopped straw and hogs’ hair. The small window at the 
side and the larger windows at the rear with their narrow lower sashes are types still in use at this 
period. The gambrel roof has a very straight lower slope. The early interior arrangement is followed, 
of two main rooms each with its separate door and a small room opening directly from each room at 
the rear. At the end of the nineteenth century the upper floor was still open attic reached by a ladder 
and trap door. The photograph emphasizes the well-kept condition rather than the great age of the 
house. 
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PLATE 79 


House of Hendrick Brinkerhof, later Demarest’s 
493 Teaneck Road, Teaneck 


This house was built about 1735 by Hendrick Brinkerhof. It has been the home of only two families, the 
Brinkerhofs and Demarests, for one hundred years each, with the result that the house remains 
unchanged to this day, and is a well-known example of the Dutch style. This view is reproduced here 
because of the unusual feature of the roof overhang extended around the gable end. The overhang, such 
a characteristic and beautiful feature of the Dutch houses, was developed to prevent the clay mortar 
from being washed out by the rains, so it is strange that the end walls were generally left unprotected. 
The varying colors of the sandstone blocks and the occasional use of very small stones, not much more 
than chips, add life and variety to the building. Notice the careful jointing of the corner. The main 
house and small wing were built at the same time and are an earlier type from which the Ackerman 
house at Saddle River (plate 75) was adapted. The second story was improved about 1800 
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PLATE 80 


House of Cornelis Cuyper (Cooper) 
Kinderkamack Road, Oradell 


This house (or rather the wing) was built about 1751 by Cornelis Cuyper. It is an example of the 
unpretentious home of a farmer and tanner. Notice its narrowness and length, the small sized window 
openings, and the steep pitch of the roof. It was more usual to carry up the stonework of the gable end 
at least to the line of the eaves. The modern narrow clapboarding, four-paned windows, door and 
dormers do not materially alter the original aspect of the house. 
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PLATE 81 


House of William De Clark 
Piermont Road, Closter 


This house was built by William De Clark about 1800-1805 on his wife’s (Sarah Naugle’s) ancestral 
tract. It is included in this volume as an example of the persistence of pre-revolutionary styles for over 
a generation after the Revolution, even until about 1837. In the case of some of the later houses the very 
smooth, tooled finish of the stonework is evidence of the later period, as well as the greater use of 
carving in the interior woodwork. In this instance the architectural lines and roughly dressed stonework 
are undistinguishable from the pre-revolutionary examples. The view shows the rear and end walls. 
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PLATE 82 


House of David Des Marest (Demarest) 
at the French Cemetery, north of New Bridge 


This is deservedly one of the best known of the very early houses still in existence. It was built in 
1679-80 by David Des Marest, a Huguenot who became identified with the Dutch settlements. This 
type of house was very prevalent in the late seventeenth century. It consisted of only two rooms, each 
with its outside door. The irregular stonework was originally laid in a clay mortar the color of the 
stones. The very steep pitch of the roof is characteristic of the earliest houses and the beautiful curving 
overhang was developed about the middle of the seventeenth century. The dormers of course are a 


later alteration. 
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e PLATE 83 


House of Jacobus Demarest 
River Road, opposite River Edge 


The small wing, now unfortunately marred by the large brick bay window, is similar in style to the 
David Des Marest house nearby (plate 82) and may have been built as early as 1693 by the Demarest 
family. The main house was built by David’s grandson Jacobus Demarest before 1720, and was occupied 
by the family until the middle of the nineteenth century. In style it resembles the more skillfully built 
Ackerman house at Hackensack (plate 71), erected in 1704. There is an undefinable charm about this 
house which is not merely the quaintness inherent in the crooked set of the old windows and in the 
plastered stonework. It is felt in the totally different David Des Marest house nearby (plate 82) and 
presumably must be attributed to the French blood of the builders. Except for the slanting bottle glass 
eyes which were more generally inserted in doors in the interior of the house, this double Dutch door 
is typical, with its outside panelling forming a cross in the upper half, and with its massiveness increased 
on the inside by narrow strips of wood laid obliquely side by side. It will be noted that the roofline is 
still unbroken by dormers. 
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PLATE 84 


House of Abram Demaree 
Schraalenburgh Road, Closter 


Abram Demaree settled here shortly before the Revolution and probably built the present wing for his 
home (or a part of it) at that time. It has been stated that he demolished his old home when he built 
his new one in 1809; it is possible that he used the old rough stones in building a wing for his new 
house, but wings built at the same time as the main house were generally very small in contrast with 
this particular wing which has the appearance of having once been an independent unit. Compare it with 
the Alyea and Cuyper houses (plates 76 and 80). Notice the contrast with the very smooth tooling and 
— ag! the stones of the main house, built 1809. The fanlight over the door is an early type but the 
oor is later. 
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- PLATE 85 


Doremus House 
formerly on Saddle River Road, west of Arcola 


This is a good example of an unpretentious home which remained substantially unchanged by later 
occupants. It is very similar in lines to the Alyea house on the Passaic River (plate 76) but a comparison 
of the stonework will show that the Doremus house belongs to a later period. The roughly dressed 
stonework at the side and the dressed stonework on the front wall are more finished specimens of 
masonry, typical of the middle of the eighteenth century. This agrees with the suggestion that it may 
be the original Doremus house, erected by John Doremus on land he purchased in this vicinity in 
1740. Notice the slight overhang of the roof in front and the characteristic total lack of continuation 
of the roof over the gable end. The vestibule before the door is of course modern. 
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PLATE 86 


House of John Durie 
Schraalenburgh Road, Haworth 


It is believed that this house was in course of erection during the Revolutionary War; it is still the 
home of descendants of the builder, John Durie. It has the close-to-the-ground feeling of many of the 
Dutch houses. A comparison of the slopes of various gambrel roofs demonstrates that the Dutch did 
not build in stereotyped fashion. In this instance the pitch is not very steep and the curve does not 
commence until the line of the stone wall has been reached. Dormers and porch are of course later 
alterations and the modern single-paned window sashes unfortunately give the house a rather vacant 
expression. 
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PLATE 87 


House of Peter Garretson 
River Road, Fairlawn 


The wing of the present house was built by Peter Garretson shortly before 1708, and is mentioned in a 
deed of that year. It is still the home of his descendants. The original unit is built of irregular stones 
of many shapes and sizes. It is now covered by a heavy gambrel roof. Its proportions are those of the 
early New England gambrel but as this style was not used in Bergen County, it probably replaces a 
steep gable roof. The main house belongs to a much later date. It is of stone, covered by a gambrel 
roof, the overhanging eaves of which have been extended for a porch and supported by heavy columns 
not in keeping with the style of the house. 
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PLATE 88 


Ramapo Valley Road, Hohokus Township 
Garrison (?) House 


The history of this house is not known, but it is possible that it was owned by the Garrison family at 
the time of the Revolution. The primitive construction of the house suggests that it was built when this 
part of the valley was first opened up for settlement, in the second quarter of the eighteenth century. 
Notice the small size of the windows and the very rough stonework even of the south front. The roof 
is modern both in its material and in its continuation beyond the gable end. 
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PLATE 89 


House of Cosyn Haring, later De Wolf’s 
near the State Border, Old Tappan 


This house is believed by descendants to have been erected in 1704 after the first division of the Tappan 
Patent. It was built by Cosyn Haring, a patentee, and is still owned by his descendants, having passed 
by marriage into the De Wolf family. The plan of the house, that of two main rooms adjoining each 
other, each with its separate door, thereby eliminating any hall, is a modification of one of the earliest 
types in vogue but differs from the Demarest house by the French cemetery (plate 82) and others in 
greater length and considerably greater depth. The gambrel roof is much steeper than that on the 
Ackerman house at Hackensack (plate 71), which was built at the same time, and there is an overhang 
only in front. The upper floor is still open garret and is thus one of the very few large houses which 
can be said not to have been improved. The fanlights over the doors are an early type. Notice the old 
well sweep, so seldom seen any more. The frame wing belongs to the early nineteenth century. 
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PLATE 90 


House of Gerrit Haring 
Old Tappan Lane, Old Tappan 


This house was probably erected about 1751 by Gerrit Haring, grandson of Cosyn Haring, builder of 
the house nearby (plate 89). Although of such a late date, it follows the early plan of two main rooms 
adjoining each other, each with its separate door, and no hall. The position of the second chimney in 
the center rather than at the opposite end is unusual. Notice the smoother finish and better jointing of 
the front wall, characteristic of the later date. 
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PLATE 91 


. House of Frederick Haring 
Old Tappan Lane, Old Tappan 


This house was erected prior to the Revolution by Frederick Haring, another grandson of Cosyn Haring, 
builder of the house nearby (plate 89). The different color and texture of the stones, the continuation of 
the masonry in the gable to a point above rather than below the upper floor windows, and the more 
moderate slope of the gambrel roof are features contributing to the dissimilarity of Frederick’s house 
and his grandfather’s. The vague outline of the former wing on the road end may still be discerned. 
The supports to the roof overhang in front are later alterations. 
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PLATE 92 


House of Abraham Haring, later Moses Taylor’s 
Piermont Road, Rockleigh Borough 


This house was built about 1758 by Captain Abraham A. Haring, who was carried away by the British 
during the Revolution. It was later owned for about one hundred years by the Moses Taylor family. 
This is an example of the gable roof used occasionally over a house two full rooms in depth. It may 
be compared with the Lent house at Orangetown (plate 53), built in 1752. The varying hues of the 
stones add life to the carefully cut and jointed stonework. It is probable that the overhang of the roof 


in front was extended when the pillars were added. Frame additions and different sized dormers are 
also later. 
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PLATE 93 


Holdrum—Wanamaker House 
Pascack Road, Upper Montvale 


This house was built about the time of the Revolution by a member of the Holdrum family, and passed 
by marriage into the Wanamaker family. It is said to have been built in 1778 but its appearance suggests 
a slightly later date. Even at this period the Dutch seldom used dressed stones for the sides and back 
of their houses, reserving the careful jointing and finish for the south front. This house shows that 
the well dressed stone was not even carried up to the actual roofline, as the wooden boxing under the 
overhang has been dismantled, exposing the rough stonework beneath. The large four-paned modern 
windows and glass door give the house a vacant expression. The poorly designed dormer, entry porch, 
and wing are modern alterations. Notice the old panelling of the door jamb. 
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PLATE 94 


Hopper—Goetschius House 
East Saddle River Road, Upper Saddle River 


This house is shown on a map of 1713 as Gerrit Hoppa’s. It was probably built shortly before this as 
it greatly resembles the Ackerman house at Hackensack (plate 71) and the Haring house at Old Tappan 
(plate 89), both of which were built in 1704. The variety of masonry is characteristic of the early Dutch 
houses: very irregular stonework in the rear, at the sides roughly dressed stones interspersed with rows 
of stone chips, for the front wall similar or more carefully finished stonework (the front of the Hopper 
house has been refaced recently), and always carefully jointed corners. The old windows with the 
narrow lower sashes and the old irregular glass panes are still in use at the rear of the house. Supports 
to the roof overhang, both front and rear, and the long dormers were alterations made at different times. 
Although the heavy roof continued beyond the gable end is not the original one it blends with the house 
and is less noticeable than a similar one in better condition. The length of the house is less than average, 
the house being almost square; it is also unusual to find three windows at the rear with no door. 
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House of Isaac Housman 
525 Terrace Avenue, Hasbrouck Heights 


This house was erected in 1773 by Isaac Housman in the section known as the Polifly, south of Hacken- 
sack. Houseman was probably influenced by the two story town residences being built at this time in 
Hackensack, as his house has not the feeling of a farmhouse and, although it is the usual one and a half 
stories in height, it has the suggestion of more space. As a rule the upper section of the gable end was 
clapboarded or shingled, but in this case the stonework was carried up almost to the apex and finished 
with a few rows of brick. Even in the earliest houses there was a tendency to use both long and short 
stones to add variety and life to the masonry; this became developed in some of the later houses, such 
as this one, into a definite pattern of alternation of sizes. 
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PLATE 96 


House of Cornelis Lozier 
Goffle Road, Midland Park 


This house was owned at the time of the Revolution by Cornelis Lozier and had probably been built 
by him in the previous quarter century. Lozier owned a mill on the stream nearby, and ever since there 
has been a mill connected with the property. The two units of the house were probably built at separate 
times. The trapezoidal stone lintels are generally seen in houses built in the period of 1770-90. Only 
occasionally are windows with the narrow lower sash found at this late date. The fanlight is the simple 
sunburst type; it resembles the one on the Ackerman house at Hackensack. The frame half-story on the 
wing belongs to the early nineteenth century. Both the doors and the cellar opening have been changed. 
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PLATE 97 


House of Barent and John Nagel (Naugle) 
Harvard Street, near Piermont Road, Closter 


The stone unit of this house was built before 1745, presumably by Barent Nagel for one of his children. 
It descended in succession to several John Nagels and remained in the family until the late nineteenth 
century. This photograph was taken before its recent modernization and is reproduced partly because 
the patch of garden truck suggests its original rural surroundings. The east unit of stone is the original 
house; at a shortly later period the frame unit was added along similar lines. This is an example of the 
asymmetrical balance often used by the Dutch: the curving overhang of the roof in front is balanced by 
the long, low slope of the roof at the rear. Other views are shown in plate 5. 
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PLATE 98 


House of Isaac Nagel (Naugle) 
Hickory Lane, near Piermont Road, Closter 


This house was erected about 1775 by Isaac Nagel, grandson of Barent Nagel who built the house 
nearby (plate 97). It is very similar in lines and interior arrangement to the Cosyn Haring house at 
Old Tappan (plate 89), built in 1704. It is unusual to find a house at this late date without a central 
hallway. The windows also are early types; those in front have the narrow lower sash and those in the 
rear are very small in size. The stones are unusually light in coloring. Dormers and large porch are 
modern additions. 
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PLATE 99 


Packer House 
Ewing Avenue, Franklin Lakes Borough 


The original unit of this house is the stone part of the wing, built in the early eighteenth century. 
Hand-hewn laths were used and the stone was laid in a straw and clay binding. The main house may 
have been built about 1789 by the first Packer in the vicinity. The stone quoins and the trapezoidal stone 
lintels, in patterned contrast to the plastered stone of the walls, are characteristic of the late eighteenth 
century. However, the small size of the windows and the lack of any hallway are more typical of an 
earlier date. The row of modern dormers and the porch have been added in such a way as not to materi- 
ally alter the lines of the house. The half story of frame over the wing belongs to the early nineteenth 
century. 
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PLATE 100 


Terheun Homestead 
450 River Street, Hackensack 


This is known erroneously as the house built in 1670 by John Terheun. The first John of the family was 
not born until 1734; the house was probably erected by his grandfather Albert Terheun, who did not 
come to Hackensack until about 1686 and probably did not build his permanent home until a few years 
before 1709. The juxtaposition of roughly cut white painted stone and white clapboarding shows the 
Dutch eye for delicate contrast. It will be noted that the door is not in the center of the house and is not 
flanked on both sides by two windows as was usual at a later period. The deep door jamb is panelled. 
The steep gambrel roof has a very straight slope and the curve of the overhang does not commence 
until the stonework has been almost reached. Pillars now support it to form a simple porch. Dormers 
and frame additions belong to the nineteenth century. The house is still the home of a member of the 
Terheun family. It overlooks the Hackensack River. 
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PLATE 101 


Terhune House 
East Saddle River Road, Hohokus Borough 


The stone unit of this house belongs to the Revolutionary era and was probably built a few years before 
the war. The prominent quoins and trapezoidal lintels are characteristic of this period; they give the 
needed contrast to the smoothly plastered stome walls. The frame unit was built at a later date along 
similar lines. The close-to-the-soil feeling is stronger than in many of the houses. The simple pillared 
supports do not detract from the original house in the way that the Victorian dormers do. These were 
probably added by Joseph Jefferson, the actor, who owmed the house for 2 time. 
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PLATE 102 
Van Alen (?)—Hopper—Van Horn House 
Ramapo Valley Road, Mahwah 


This is probably the house designated as John Van Alen’s on Erskine’s Revolutionary map. Its known 
history commences a generation later with the ownership of the Hopper family. The main house belongs 
to the Revolutionary era and it is possible that it was not erected until a few years after the war, 
although the use of such very irregular stonework for the side wall would be unusual at this late date. 
The upper slope of the gambrel roof is more moderate than was customary and the lower slope is very 
long and straight; it is probable that there was never any overhang. The simple porch belongs to a 
slightly later period. The very irregular stonework of all walls of the wing is to be noted; generally 
the front wall was better finished, as is the case with the main house. 
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PLATE 103 


House of Thomas Van Boskerk (Van Buskirk) 
East Saddle River Road, Saddle River 


The northeast room of the house was the original unit and was built by Thomas Van Boskerk between 
1708 and 1734; it consisted of one large room with a gable roof and no cellar; a nearby cave was then 
used for storage of the winter vegetables. The house was enlarged by a descendant to form the usual 
two rooms on either side of a wide central hallway, with a cellar beneath the new part. It was probably 
covered by a gable roof which was raised early in the nineteenth century for the addition of a half story 
of frame. The simple porch may have been added then; its square supports are of different lengths and 
rest on uneven stone flagging. The shutters are modern. 
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PLATE 104 


Vanderbilt House 
Middletown Road, Rivervale 


This house was probably erected a few years before the Revolution, but the builder and early owners 
are unknown. The Vanderbilt family lived here in the middle of the nineteenth century. The old 
twelve-paned window sashes still remain in the southwest corner. Various minor changes have been 
made. It is unusual to find two cellar doors. 
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PLATE 105 


Van Horn House 
Wyckoff Avenue, Wyckoff Township 


The three units of this house were all erected at different times. The house was owned by the Van Horn 
family during the Revolution and it is possible that Barent Van Horn, who settled in this vicinity, 
built the smallest unit shortly before 1742. The largest and latest unit was probably built about the 
time of the Revolution. The progressive sizes of the sections of this house are an unusual form of the 
gradual growth customary in Bergen County, where the central unit generally became the main section. 
The gradual increase in length, depth, and height, in breadth of roof and overhang, in size of windows 
and doors results in an unusual and beautiful composition, in which a sense of balance is given by the 
single chimney of the large unit placed at its far end. Since the house burrows into the side of a hill 
the front walls are higher than this view from the rear would indicate. 
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PLATE 106 


Van Houten House 
Franklin Lakes Road, Franklin Lakes Borough 


This house is still the home of descendants of John Van Houten, the owner in 1806. It belongs to the 
Revolutionary era and may have been built or bought by him when he settled in this section between 
1794 and 1799. The main feature to be noted is the gambrel roof with its long, straight lower slope and 
the absence of any overhang; it can be compared with that on the Hopper house (plate 102) of the same 
period. The roofline has never been broken by the addition of dormers. Marks in the stonework point 
to the former existence of a door in the center of the rear wall. The low second story of frame is a 
characteristic nineteenth century addition to the wing. 
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PLATE 107 


* House of Nicholas Varleth; the Sip Homestead at Bergen 
formerly in Jersey City, now in Westfield 


This house was built in 1664 presumably by Nicholas Varleth, one of the patentees of the property. It 
was purchased by Jan Adriaensen Sip in 1699 and remained the homestead of his descendants until very 
recent years, when it was removed from Bergen Square, Jersey City (the former village of Bergen) to 
Westfield. The very steep pitch of the roof is characteristic of the very early houses. It is probably one 
of the earliest examples of the curving overhang which became so characteristic a feature. This building 
shows that the large windows with twelve panes in each sash were in use even at this early period in 
well-built houses in the settled communities. The house is photographed as it now stands rebuilt in its 
new location, appropriately behind an apple orchard. The wing on the east end is smaller but is flush 
with the south front. Dormers, trellis work, chimneys and shutters have been changed or added. 
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PLATE 108 
Vreeland House 
125 Lake View Avenue, Leonia Borough 


The main house of frame is the well known Vreeland house south of Englewood, built about 1818 by or 
Ser Richard Vreeland; it is noted for its beautiful lines, proportions, and carvings. The small stone 
wine is said to be pre-revolutionary but it is possible that it was not erected until about the time of 
Michael Vreeland’s marriage in 1786. It remained the home of the family until 1930. The wing is 
ere-revolutionary in style but its character is considerably marred by the modern dormer, four-paned 
windows, door and stoop. The characteristic sloping cellar hatch under the window has been altered. 
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PLATE 109 


Westervelt—Bogert House 
393 Main Street, Hackensack 


This is a typical example of the gradual balanced growth of Bergen County houses. The original unit 
is the stone part of the south wing; this is believed to have been built in 1688, possibly by Jurrien 
Westervelt on his purchase of 1687. The central unit is said to date only from 1800; notice its steep 
gambrel roof with the straight lower slope and absence of any overhang. The gable roofs of the wings 
were later raised for frame half stories which have the small windows typical of the early nineteenth 
century. The rough stonework of all units has been painted red with which the red tin roofs harmonize 
in color so that their modern composition is scarcely noticeable. Standing in the heart of the business 
section, the house has been conservatively remodelled into stores. 
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PLATE 110 


House of Roelof Westervelt 
Tenafly Road, Tenafly 


The original unit of this house is the wing, which was probably built by Roelof Westervelt about the 
time of his marriage in 1745. The property remained in the family from 1695 until about 1923. The steep 
pitch of the roof is reminiscent of the very early houses. Notice the difference in finish of the stones in 
the early wing and in the main house, which was erected about or shortly after 1798 by the grandson 
Daniel Westervelt. This main house is a beautiful example of its period, built along pre-revolutionary 
lines with well dressed stones, stone lintels, and a sweeping gambrel roof still unbroken by dormers, 
and with interesting woodwork in the interior. Over the door of the wing and over the back door of 
the main house is an unusual fanlight consisting of a row of minute panes of glass, which was probably 
an individual conception of the Westervelts, as no other like it has been found. The original unit 
consists of one large room with an immense fireplace, behind which a ladder leads to the old slave 
Quarters in the garret. 
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PLATE i111 


Westervelt House 
County Road, Cresskill 


A house on this site was marked Westerfell’s on Erskine’s Revolutionary map. Presumably this was the 
wing of the present house. Johannes R. Westervelt is said to have settled in this vicinity after 1728; it 
was his grandson Benjamin P. Westervelt who built the main house in 1808, which is still the home of 
his descendants. The date of the wing is uncertain. It belongs to the Revolutionary era and may have 
been erected a few years before the war by Petrus Westervelt. There are many unusual features in the 
construction of the wing: the cutting and laying of stone in the side wall in as finished a manner as in 
the front, the use of stone lintels in such a small unit, the two doors and one window rather than one 
door and two windows in the south front, and the position of the one chimney near the center rather 
than at the end. The first two features mentioned and also the moderate slope of the roof are charac- 
teristic of the late eighteenth century, thereby tending to disprove the supposition that the house was 
built by Johannes Westervelt about 1730 or by his son Petrus when he married about 1745. 
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PLATE 112 
Zabriskie—Board House 
formerly on Paramus Road, north of Arcola 


This is not to be confused with the more famous Zabriskie—Board house built nearby in 1790 and 
owned by the same families. The stone wing of the house here reproduced was the original unit and 
may have been built by Christian Zabriskie shortly after his marriage in 1715. The steep slope of the 
roof is characteristic of this early period. The south front of the house is built of roughly cut stones, 
some of which are rounder and more irregular than usual. Unfortunately the four-paned windows, 
shutters, decayed porch, dormers and lean-to, all of which are alterations, change and hide a large part 
of the original house, but the shingled gable end is impregnated with the feeling of the period. The 
house has a greater length than the average similar small unit, having four rather than two windows 
in the front wall. 
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PLATE 113 


House of John Zabriskie 
New Bridge, North Hackensack 


This is better known as the Baron Steuben house; it was awarded to him out of gratitude by the State, 
which had confiscated it from its Tory owner. Various dates have been ascribed to this house, presumably 
applying to its different sections. The original unit in the center was built about 1737-39 by John 
Zabriskie, Jr. with hand-split laths, clay mortar, early rat-tail nails and gable roof. Similar additions 
were later made at both ends, the depth of the house was increased by an addition along the rear and a 
gambrel roof placed over the entire building. The result is an unusually long house under one roof 
rather than the more general main house with two wings. When the depth of the house was increased 
about the end of the eighteenth century, access to the new rooms was arranged for at the landing of 
the stairs with a resulting variation in floor level. The photograph shows part of the house from the 
back. This view gives the suggestion of a low two story house. The front view shows it to be the usual 
one and a half story house with deep overhanging eaves. The Hackensack River flows by the end of 


the house. 
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PLATE 114 


Zabriskie—Van Dien Smoke House 
Paramus Road, south of Paramus, Ridgewood 


The house in this plate belongs to a period not covered by this volume as it was erected about 1800 or 
even later. A comparison with earlier houses will show that it was built along pre-revolutionary lines 
but the style had become stereotyped and the result is cold, insipid, and lifeless. It stands on the site 
of an earlier house which was owned by the Zabriskies during the Revolution. The smoke house was 
built about the middle of the eighteenth century. Notice the characteristic broadening chimney, which 
occupies all of the end wall in the interior. In the same manner as the houses of the period, the stones in 
the front wall are more smoothly cut than those in the side walls, and the gable end is clapboarded. 
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PLATE 115 


Unidentified House 
Fairlawn Avenue, Fairlawn 


The stone units of the house are typical of the eighteenth century in which they were built. The wing 
is practically unchanged. The main house has the early arrangement of rooms without a hallway. The 
slight extension of the roofline beyond the front walls and the gable end is a change which alters the 
feeling of the house. The addition of the porch caused the elimination of the characteristic sloping 
cellar hatch. 
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MIDDLESEX AND MONMOUTH COUNTIES 


Middlesex County 


IDDLESEX COUNTY was predominantly Scotch and English. A few 
Dutch families also settled here, mainly along the Raritan River and the 


Somerset County line in old Piscataway Township. 

A large tract, extending south to the Raritan River, was granted by Gov. Nicoll 
in 1664 to some Englishmen from Long Island, and Elizabethtown was started by 
them the following year. In the meantime the Duke of York had sold the Province 
of New Jersey to Berkeley and Carteret. In {666 Gov. Carteret and the Elizabeth- 
town Point Associates sold the southern portion of their 1664 purchase to Joshua 
Pierce and others. In 1667 Piscataway was sold to Daniel Pierce and his associates. 
None of these early owners were Dutch. 

Piscataway originally included an immense tract across the Raritan River as 
well as on the northeast side. The Somerset—Middlesex County line was changed 
seven times, thus affecting its bounds considerably. Piscataway Township was 
organized as early as 1675. Thomas Lawrence purchased a 1300 acre tract on the 

— south side of the Raritan River in 1678: the house of his step-son Cornelius Long- 
field at the mouth of Lawrence Brook was mentioned in 1679 by the Labadist 
travellers, In 1681 John Inians and associates purchased from the Indians the land 
along the southwest side of the Raritan River from Bound Brook to Lawrence 
Brook, Inians bought for himself a 1280 acre tract on which now stands the City 
of New Brunswick, In 1686 the Highway Commissioners approved of Inian’s Road, 
tunning between his house here and Claswick’s Bridge, as the best road to Burling- 
ton. The village was first called Brunswick in 1724 and was given a city charter in 

4730, Its population was both Dutch and English; in 1774 John Adams estimated 

that it had from three to four hundred houses and about one hundred and fifty 
lamilies, Among the early Dutch settlers of New Brunswick were the families of 

- Van Voorhees, Van Aersdalen, Schuyler, Van Deursen, Van Veghten, Ten Broeck, 

eh Dyk and Van Alen, Among the Dutch who purchased land in oe 
before 1725 were the Clausons, Gattetsons, Hendricks, Sutphens, Bibouts, Smoc ’ 
4nd Van Horns, The First Reformed Church of New Brunswick was — 

: ut 1703, Another Dutch Church was organized in $757 at the settlement of Six 

*¢ Run, now Franklin Park, along the county line halfway to Kingston. ee 

ind As Middlesex County was largely settled by the English, it is not surp 


the influence of their styles in the Dutch houses. Both the stone two story 


ns included in this group are Georgian although very different from a 
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MONMOUTH COUNTY 


other. On the other hand the more modest frame farmhouses are typically Dutch; 
they are covered with gable roofs without overhanging eaves, 

The photographs were taken in 1933 after the field survey was completed, A 
series of maps of the Middlesex—Somerset County line, together with Judge Ralph 
Voorhees’ Recollections (1874), were of great aid in determining the age of the 
houses and the identity of the owners. The author is indebted to Miss Marian Cush- 
man and Charles Deshler for information concerning the Raritan River valley, and 
to Cornelius C, Vermeule for notes on the land titles of the valley. 


Monmouth County 


The first land purchase in Monmouth County was in 1663, when about twenty 
Englishmen from Gravesend on Long Island bought from the Indians the three 
necks separated by the Navesink and Shrewsbury Rivers, the tract extending inland 
to include the site of old Middletown. Gov. Nicoll issued the Monmouth Patent on 
April 17, 1665 to the Long Island men for all of the present Monmouth County and 
parts of Middlesex and Ocean Counties, on condition that they settle thereon at 
least one hundred families; they were to be tax free for seven years, have their own 
forts and town government, and enjoy liberty of conscience. This patent was issued 
before news had been received that the Province had been transferred in 1664 to 
Berkeley and Carteret; under its authority General Assemblies of the Patentees 
were held, the deputies ignoring the Proprietors’ claim to the soil and government. 
The title was in litigation for many years; the patentees eventually lost and had to 
take out new patents for their lands from the government of the Proprietors. 

The first settlement of the county was made in 1664-65 under the Monmouth 
Patent in the vicinity of Middletown and Shrewsbury by John Bowne, Richard 
Stout and other Englishmen from Long Island and Rhode Island. They wete 
mainly Baptists and Quakers. The second settlement was made in 1682-83 by the 
Scotch in the vicinity of Freehold, and a Presbyterian Church was built at Tennant 
in 1692, The third settlement was started between 1690 and 1695 by the Dutch from 
New York City and Long Island. Among these were the Couwenhovens, Schencks 
and Hendricksons, The Dutch occupied only a small territory around Holmdel, 4 
land of rolling valleys and streams, part of which is appropriately known as Pleasant 
Valley. The Reformed Church of Freehold and Middletown, occasionally called 
the Navesink Church, was organized in 1709 and a brick house of worship erecte 
in 1719 on the Road to Middletown one mile from Holmdel. It was the only 
Dutch church in the county until 1826 and is known as the Old Brick Church of 

Marlborough, 


Monmouth was one of the four original counties organized in 1683, The firs! 
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MONMOUTH COUNTY 


townships, Middletown, Shrewsbury and Freehold, were f 
county court house was built in 17/4 at Monmouth Court | House Pape a 
Freehold. This is still the county seat. ae 

The Monmouth County houses are shingled and covered by gable roofs, ven- 
erally with a steep slope. In other respects the houses vary greatly, and there oe 
to be no predominant type among the small number extant, 

The photographs in this section were taken in 1925 and 1934, The field 
survey was undertaken with the aid of Judge and Mrs, Henry E, Ackerson, Jr. The 
text has been drawn largely from private family Bible records, Beekman’s Early 
Dutch Settlers of Monmouth County and Stillwell’s Historical and Genealogical 
Miscellany. 
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COUNTIES 


Houses in Middlesex County 
Field Houses 


River Road, Piscataway Township 


The Fields were an English family, but became almost Dutch by adoption 
after settling in the Raritan River valley—they spoke Dutch, attended the Dutch 
church and married Dutch wives—so it is fitting that some mention of their homes 
should be made in this volume, Robert' Field is supposed to have come to Rhode 
Island with Roger Williams. We find him in Newport in 1638, He removed to 
Flushing, Long Island, an English settlement, where he was one of the patentees in 
1645. His son Anthony had a son John’ Field, b, May 15, 1659 on Long Island. 
John’s early home was at Flushing, where he was a patentee in 1685. 

On Dec. 14, 1695 John Field bought a tract of 1,055 acres, extending for two 
and a half miles along the northeast bank of the Raritan River, commencing one 
mile below Bound Brook and running in the direction of Raritan Landing. He pur- 
chased it from Benjamin Clarke who had inherited it from his father Benjamin 
Clarke, Sr. John Field settled on the bank of the Raritan in the middle of his tract, 
and built a stone house here, which had a cornerstone dated 1710, This same year, 
1710, he was chosen Justice of the Peace for Middlesex and Somerset Counties. His 
will, dated in 1725, was probated in 1729, His wife Margaret also died before 1729. 
Judge Jeremiah' Field, b. May 17, 1689, d. Nov. 10, 1746, was his only son and 
inherited the Raritan tract. He was a lieutenant in the colonial militia and a Judge 
of the Court of Common Pleas, On Feb. 19, 712 he married Mary, b. Oct. 8, 1687, 
d. Aug, 28, 1742, daughter of Michael Van Vechten, widow of Albert Teneicke, 
and sister of Derrick Ven Vechten, the builder of the present house on the Raritan 

at Finderne (plate 139), 
| Judge Field’s twelve children included: Jeremiah, b. 1733, who lived in a stone 
house which was the home of Stephen Voorhees shortly before 1903; John, b. 1714, 
who lived in a stone house which had a dated stone marked “1743 J. F,” and which 
was known as the Oliver farmhouse in 1901; Margaret, b. 1717, who married Jacob 
an Deventer, and built a frame house on the extreme north end of the Field tract 
(Plate 119); Sarah, b. 1728, who married John Pool, and whose son John Pool, Jr., 
sue chased and lived in the Cornelius Low Mansion at Raritan Landing (plate 116) 
Michael, b. 1723, who owned the mill property east of the village of Bound Bicok 
and was a member of the Committee of Correspondence during the Revolution; 
| 389 


meee RES st 


HOUSES IN MIDDLESEX COUNTY 


‘ved i newer portion of which was 
rear oh =? harper natn ag “0 Benjamin M. Field. 
art her ‘chard’ (or Dirck) Field, b. Oct. 31, 
‘ll another son of Judge Field was Richard’ (or 
my a at the Dutch church of Raritan, d. Sept. 21, oe He ee - 
“Pine Tree Richard” to distinguish him from the other Richar s in the a i 
no doubt also because his place had many pine trees. His house was , an ae 
1901, when it was owned by John D. Field, son of Dennis, and was torn “ra ’ 
years ago. It had a cornerstone marked “1710 F.” which was taken i ater 
father’s house, the foundations of which were recently visible a few hun - oom 
distant. The houses of these brothers all stood on the River Road. On Nov. sie 
Pine Tree Richard married Elizabeth Smock, b. Jan. 28, $728, d. Sept. : " ; 
probably the daughter of Henry and granddaughter of Matthias Smock, w ; - 
built the house a few miles down the road at the ford (plate 117). They ha ive 
sons, four of whom served in the Revolution. The father set apart the north por 
of the homestead tract near Bound Brook for one of these sons, Richard R.’ Field, 
b. 1755, d. 1840, who built the main part of the house still standing here and | 
owned by J. A. Smith. This Richard married Dinah Vermeule of the Blue H 7 
(part of present Plainfield) but had no children and eventually gave his home "1 
his nephew Capt. Richard J.’ Field. The latter, b. Sept. 12, 1785 at Lamington, 
May 6, 1871, wasa son of Jeremiah Field who lived near North Branch and a pert 
son of Pine Tree Richard. On Dec, 22, 1808 he married Mary Kline, and in J 8 y 
they moved into his uncle’s house on the north end of the Field tract. It was inherite 
by their son John K. Field, and is now or was recently owned by J. A. Smith. F 
The Field—Smith house is a shingled structure in several units, of which es 
main section is the pre-revolutionary part. A photograph of it may be seen in 1 
Field Genealogy, p. 575. It stands on a bend of the River Road, between the i , 
and the river, south of the Van Deventer place (plate 119), and about one and a ha 
miles from Bound Brook. The sites of the houses of John Field and of Pine im 
Richard are also between the road and the river, a short distance to the southeast. 
homes of Pine Tree Richard’s brothers Benjamin and Jeremiah were further sou 


east on the Field tract. There are many other houses on this tract built by Jater me™ 
bers of the Field family, 


House of Cornelius Low 
River Road, Raritan Landing, Piscataway Township 


PLATE 116 


1 Cr 
The grandfather of the builder of this house was Pieter Cornellessen se ‘ 
who emigrated from Holstein in 1659 on the Faith, and settled at Esopus. His 
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Cornelis’ removed to New York City, wher tae’ 
baptized March 33, 1700 in the Dutch omen oe Low was born and 
Low, Jr. married Johanna, daughter of Isaac Gouverneur, b y 2, 4729 Cornelius 
Oct. 17, 1763. They came to Raritan Landing in N fone et April 55, 1705, d. 
- house on the flats near the river. g in New Jersey in 1730 and lived in 

Raritan Landing, one mile above the vi ; 
oxtnntsblogians plat for the produce 7 — : —s Brunswick, was a very im- 
vania. A great flood covered the flats in 1739, and nied Coan to —— 
for greater safety on the bluff overlooking the Landing, on a 2 acre nd — 
ae bought in 1738 from William Williamson, The house was finished late in 
743 and the family moved in, In his family Bible he records that his child William 
= — at the new house on the mountain, Raritan Landing” on Jan. 24, 1742. 
elius was a prominent surv rat ay 

sped be en stirs ee ye _— and landowner. He lived in his new 
At the time of Cornelius’ death the village of New Brunswick was in the pos- 
session of the British, and his residence was the headquarters of the Post Comman- 
der, Mute evidence of the British occupancy are the musket marks on floors, balus- 
trades and wainscotting. Some of the family continued to reside here for a few 
years. Cornelius’ granddaughter Mary Margaret’ Lowe (1768-1841) lived here 
with her widowed mother (Catharine Hude, widow of Cornelius’ Low, Jr.) at the 
time of her marriage in 1789 to Jacob Rutsen Hardenbergh. Nicholas’ Low was the 
executor of the estate of his father (Cornelius, the builder of the house), but due to 
adverse business conditions he could not dispose of the property until 1793, when he 


‘old it to John Pool. 

John Pool, Sr, married Satah, one of the daughters of Jeremiah Field, who 
owned and lived on the 1,055 acre field tract further up the Raritan River toward 
b tind Brook, and a sister of Margaret Field, wife of Jacob Van Deventer, who 

uilt on the Field tract (plate 119). It was their son John Pool, Jr., who latet pur- 
peer the Low house at Raritan Landing in 1793, John Pool, Jr, matt ied Mary; 
ughter of Lucas Voorhees. They resided in the Low Mansion, eal na ni 


Was born D h continue 
their son, the future Dr. — ere _— daughter of Isaac Law- 


Until he died in 186 martied Harriet “aw. 

6, Dr. Pool married Harriet Lawrence, J 
any note 
ve and Cornelia Beach. Her gtandfather, pei vie Raritan 


Cletgyman 

of N d the stone house 4 

re nt le et the doctor's death, the pla 
in 


¥ ver on the other side (plate 141). Shortly aft he 
whi er summer of 1871 to George W- Metlar. He lt rine, dawsgnter of J° 
ch had become dilapidated. Mr. Metlar’s wile was 


an, ‘ eaa a 
Doren, Her home was the Van Doren family homes - 
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137). The Metlars lived here at Raritan Landing, Their daughter, Miss Mary 
Metlar, sold the Low Mansion about 1744 to Mrs, E, B, Voorhees, the present owner, 

The Low Mansion is considered one of the finest houses in the province, It js 
interesting to compare it with the Dey Mansion at Preakness (plate 144), built at 
the same time by a member of another Dutch family. The Low house is unusually 
deep, almost square, being 50 feet by 40 feet. It is two stories high, built of yellow 
sandstone, and covered with a hipped roof. The arch heads of the windows are a fea- 
ture common to houses in West Jersey. The rear view of the house is shown in the 
photograph, as the roofline in front is broken by modern dormers. The front has a 
balanced composition, with windows on either side of the central doorway. The 
irregularly placed door and window in the center of the reat wall are out of align- 
ment due to the stairway. The interior of the house is Georgian rather than Dutch, 
a variation typical of the wealthy who rarely build true to style in any country. A 
wide hall traverses the house with mahogany wainscotting on the first floor and 
pine trim on the second, Two rooms open off either side of the hall; they are large 
square rooms with high ceilings, very wide hand-hewn doors, beautiful panelling 
and mantels, and shell-top carved corner cupboards. Dutch, blue, scenic tiles still 
line the fireplaces of two of the second floor bedrooms, A few of the old twelve-pane 
window sashes remain in the rear of the house. There was formerly a kitchen wing 
on the west end, also of two stories but with lower ceilings, 

The house stands on a bluff or high embankment overlooking the north bank 
of the Raritan River, and directly opposite the bridge and causeway. It is over a 
mile from the Lincoln Highway and the Albany Street Bridge, New Brunswick. 
The house is surrounded by beautiful trees, and in summer is hidden from the road 
by their foliage. The first bridge over the Raritan at the Landing was erected while 
Cornelius Low, the builder of the house, was still alive, in 17723 it was a coveted 


wooden bridge. It might be worthwhile to state here that the name Low is pro- 
nounced similarly to cow. 


House of Matthias Smock 
River Road, Piscataway Township 
PLATE 117 


This house was built by Matthias Smock about 1718-23, His father, Hendrick 
Matthyse’ Smock or Smack emigrated about 1654 and settled at New Utrecht, 
where he bought land in 1665, was a magistrate and patentee. He was probably of 
Dutch origin. He married Geertje Hlarmens, niece of Guert Coerten from Voor- 
thuizen, Guelderland. She died in 1708 and he survived her. They had three sons 
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d four daughters, one son r emoving to Monmouth Co 
Piscataway Township in Middlesex County. unty and the other two to 
Matthyse Hendrickse’ Smock, otherwise Matthias S , 
Utrecht, married in the Dutch church in New York hen ae = 7 New 
Stevens, widow. The name of her first husband is unknown, She w b eh 
New York on Oct. 33, 1676, daughter of Jan Stephenszen and L sbeth Teen, 7 
1700 Matthias was an officer in the foot company of New U ap i 
Y ew Utrecht militia, He sold 
his farm in New Utrecht and removed about 1718 to Piscataway Township and 
settled on the Raritan River in New Jersey. He built his house here before h s "id 
his will in 1721, In it he named his wife Elizabeth and his children Hendri k, Tohn, 
Lucas, Matthias, Jacobus, Elizabeth (bap. 1704 in N. Y ae ane oe: John, 
p in N. Y. C.), Geertie (died 1738 
unmartied), and Mary. Of these children, Hendrick’ was a freeholder of Piscataway 
in $726; he died in or before 1754, leaving a widow Antie, daughter Elizabeth, and 
minor children, Henry, Denys, and Ann; in his will he mentioned his home atm 
of 530 acres at Bound Brook. The son Lucas’ or Luke lived in Piscataway Town- 
ship, The son Jacobus’ is possibly the James Smock who died intestate in Hunter- 
don County in 1772, leaving a widow Margaret. 
John’ Smock (1712-1791), who was probably the second son of Matthias, 
_ to have received his father’s homestead on the Raritan River in Piscataway 
ownship, He was surveyor of the highways in 1749 and town clerk in 1767. He 
Pn Lea, daughter of Charles Fontine of Somerset, who mentioned his daughter 
7 i of 1743, They had eight children baptized in the Dutch churches at Rari- 
and New Brunswick between 173) and 1757: Lena, John, Jr., Abraham, Jacob, 
Abraham, Maria, Lea and te. By their eld hn d his wif 
Sacrite, 4 , Lea and Jannetie. By their eldest son John, Jr. and his wite 
ted ey had four grandchildren, Maria, Annatie, Matthew and John, bap- 
— 1760 and 1767. The homestead farm next appears in the possession of 
mock, who on March 30, 1848 transferred it to her son Jonathan B, Smock 
and her son. 
fon built “in-law Martin Nevius. The latter released the south half to Smock whose 
Old hoys Upon it, and Smock released to Nevius the north half, on which stood the 
Bobble a Martin Nevius named one of his children John Smock Nevius, it is 
died in : his father-in-law was John Smock. There was a John I, Smock who 
lam, There. only a few years before Mary, presumably the widow, gave up - 
and jen, ~, "484 John Smock who married Mary Fall in Middlesex between {7 


in he an ate very suggestive clues in tracing the gap in owner 
7 nineteen . 


1900, xt known owner was Marti 

tin David Nevius, 

Stig kt of David Nevius, farmer, ie Dex {4, 1847 he married Deboesh 
Match 1822, probably a daughter of the above John and Mary 393 
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Martin Nevius was a farmer, and a collector of taxes in Piscataway Township. They 
had two children, John Smock Nevius, b. 1853, died young, and Maggie Peppard 
Nevius, b. 1849, d, about 1930, In 1868 she married William Blish, a merchant of 
New York City. She owned the homestead after her father, and moved away about 
1910, probably selling it at this time. In 1923 we find the house in the possession of 
Marian S. Orten, who deeded it that year to Raymond Paterson, who sold it in 1927 
to the present owner, Page L’Hommedieu, 

The original section of the house was built by Matthias Smock about 1758-21, 
and added to probably by his son John Smock, Like most early houses, it faces south 
regardless of the position of the road, which in this case runs along the west end. 
The west unit, comprising more than half of the present house, includes the hallway; 
above the main floor is another story under the eaves, with “lie on your stomach 
windows” seen from the reat view. The east unit has not these additional low win- 
dows. The two sections of the house are clearly seen from the rear view, due to this 
difference in windows and also to the separate clapboarding of the two parts. The 
house is covered by a gable roof, unbroken in back by dormers. The fairly small 
size of the windows is characteristic of the early period, The front of the house, shown 
in the photograph, has been conservatively modernized and the grounds well planted. 
This is a good example of a pleasing residential treatment of an early house. The 
house is about three and a half miles from New Brunswick on the way to Bound 
Brook, on the northeast side of the River Road, which follows the shore of the 


Raritan River. It lies opposite the two Van Wickle houses (plates 140 and 141), 
and was once connected with them by an important ford, 


Soulard (?)—Suydam House 
County Line Road, Franklin Park 
PLATE 118 


The road from New Brunswick to Kin 
between Middlesex and Somerset Counties, and is crossed by various small brooks 
known as runs, One, Three, Six, Nine and Ten Mile Run respectively, because of 
their — a from the village of New Brunswick, Settlements were 
formed at an early date along these runs of which the most i I 
Su, taow eliod Metis Wks most important was Six Mile 

The early history of this house is obscure, On John Dalley’s map of 1745, only 
one house is shown on the Middlesex side of the road hetten ane is marked 
Peter Solar. On Dunham’s map of 1766, the house is marked John Sydam and a 
house just above it is Peter Sydam’s, On Erskine’s map of 5778, it is marked James 
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Suydam, and the house above it is unnamed. According to a map of 1860 J. Garret- 
son was the owner, 

This region is part of a large tract granted to Harrison and Willocks in 1700. 
Ryck Suydam bought 158 acres from the former and settled at Six Mile Run about 
1728; he died in 798 at the age of 95 years, and is said to be a grandson of Hendrick 
Ryken who emigrated in 1663 and settled in Flatbush. Ryck’s son Peter Suydam 
(generally spelled Sedam) bought land of Peter Soulard at Six Mile Run about 
§743, and built his house (shown on the above map of 1766) which was torn down in 
806. By his wife Femmetje, he had six children, Ryke bap. 1757, Jannetje bap. 
1759, Peter, Abraham, Ann bap. 1762, and Lawrence. 

The son Lawrence Suydam (or Sedam), bap. Oct. 30, 1765 at Six Mile Run, 
lived 300 yards farther along the road (southwest of his father), in the house marked 
John Sydam in 1766 and James Sydam in 1778. Nothing is known of John and 
James. It would be logical to presume that John, James and Lawrence were closely 
related. Lawrence Suydam married Abigail Fry, and had many children: Phebe 
bap. 1792, Ann (1793-1865) married Cornelius Van Liew, Peter M. (bap. 1795, 
d. 1876), John S. of New Brunswick, William of Middlebush, Abraham of New 
Brunswick, Isaac, Jacob who died in infancy, Catharine and Maria. Lawrence Suy- 
dam, the father of these ten children, was killed by a bolt of lightning while standing 
in the front door of this house on Aug. 1J, 1838, and was buried on the 13th, We 
next find the house in the possession of Garret S, Van Liew. He and his wife Mary 
Ann of New Brunswick Twp. sold it with 36 acres to John Garretson, Sr., on Oct. 
3, 3859. 

John Garretson, Sr., son of Rem, left Jersey City about 1854, as his son was 
19 years of age when they settled at Six Mile Run village. He died in 1883 
aged 83 years. He lived in a large white frame house on the Somerset side of the 
road, opposite the field in which formerly stood the Peter Suydam house. He bought 
for his son John the small house and farm adjoining this vacant field to the south- 
west, on the Middlesex side of the road. John Henry Garretson, Jr., b. 1835, married 
in 1858, and started housekeeping in this small house, formerly Lawrence Suydam’s, 
Here his son John Garretson IIT was born, and now lives across the road in the John 
Garretson, Sr., house. Matilda Garretson, daughter of J ohn Garretson, Jr., married 
Abraham S. Voorhees. She bought the small house from her father in 1909, and sold 
it in 1925 to A. D. Kleinrock, who sold to the present owners, Irving Julius and Miss 
Rose Julius, 

This house was standing by 1766 and owned then by John Suydam. It was 
Probably built much earlier, and was undoubtedly the house owned by Peter Sou- 
lard in 1745, unless Soulard’s house burned down and was rebuilt before 1766, There 
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was at one time a large addition on the south end, but this was torn down when John 
Garretson, Jr., left the house. As it stands today, it is a small frame house, of unusual 
depth for its breadth, covered by a broad gable roof. The old long shingles, old solig 
shutters, and small-sized windows are evidence of its age. Nestling beneath a beauti- 
ful elm tree, it stands in a field one mile northeast of the Dutch church in Franklin 


Park, and south of Six Mile Run. 


House of Jacob Van Deventer 
River Road near Bound Brook, Piscataway Township 
PLATE 119 


This house stands in the extreme northern end of the 1055 acre Field tract 
bought in 1695 by John Field. It was inherited by his only son Judge Jeremiah 
Field, who married Mary Van Vechten and had many children. One of these was 
Margaret Field, b. Oct. 2, $737, married Jacob Van Deventer, The house was built 
by or for them about 1738-40 on the north end of her father’s tract. Jacob married 
secondly Elizabeth . and died in Somerset County between March 24 and 
April 12, 1756 (the dates of his will). His executors, Michael and Jeremiah Field 
(brothers of his first wife) refused the executorship which was then given to the 
widow. Jacob Van Deventer and Margaret had two children: Jacob, who removed 
elsewhere, and Jeremiah, bap. April 20, 1740 at Raritan, died 1806 aged 65 years, 
and buried in the Presbyterian Cemetery at Bound Brook. Jeremiah was a Captain of 
the militia during the Revolution. He was the next occupant of his parent’s home. 
The house is supposed to have remained in this family until after the Civil War. 

Shortly after the Civil War, Richard Field returned from Chicago and bought 
the Van Deventer house. He is believed to have been the Richard R.’ Field, b. March 
8, 1818, who was a son of Capt. Richard J, Field and great-greatgrandson of Judge 
Jeremiah Field. He was probably born in Lamington, New Jersey, the home of his 
grandfather and early home of his father. He was a prominent wholesale merchant 
in St. Louis for a while. He built a large Victorian-style mansion on the property 
south of the old Van Deventer home, but did not keep the place. He settled in Plain- 
field, where he was a prominent man and died March 18, 1892, An insurance com- 
pany sold the property with the two houses about the beginning of this century to 
Mr. Bryan, and it descended to his son. Until recently the small house was used as 4 
tenant house. Its present owner, Mrs. T. L. Lewis, has restored it into a pleasing 
residence. . a 

The house is a small, one and a halt story house cov 
for the rear which is now clapboarded. Across a corner of os a a, 
fireplace, five feet ten inches wide, faced with brick, and topped by a mantel of an 
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early simple type. The enclosed staircase is in another corner opposite the entran 
door, suggesting that there was a hallway originally and that the partition has bee, : 
torn down. The two small rooms in the rear, formerly bedrooms, have the typical | 
very small windows and very low ceilings, smaller and lower respectively than in the 
main rooms. The house is built of large hand-hewn oak beams, put together with 
wooden pegs. It stands on the east side of River Road, which runs along the north- 
east bank of the Raritan River from New Brunswick to Bound Brook, and is one 
mile south of the latter village. Nearby is one of the old Field houses (see supra), 
across the river is the old Staats house, built at the same time (plate 136), and a few 
miles to the southeast along the river are the Smock and Van Wickle houses. 


House of Matthias Van Dyke 
Lake Road, Mapleton, near Kingston 
PLATE 120 


Although on the Middlesex County side of the Millstone River, this plantation 
is only a few miles from Princeton, the home of many Revolutionary worthies such 
as Richard Stockton the signer, Witherspoon president of the College, Joseph Hewes 
the signer, and Jonathan Deare a member of the Provincial Congress. We thus 
expect, and find, English influences prevailing in the Van Dyke house. 

The ancestor of the family was Jan Thomasse’ Van Dyck, who emigrated 
from Amsterdam in 1652 with his wife and seven children, who was one of the 
founders of New Utrecht on Long Island and died there in 1672. His grandson Jan 
Van Dyck or John’ Van Dyke, bap. Nov. 19, 1682, d. Dec. 18, 1764,* married June 
>» 1706* Anna Verkerk, b. Jan. 13, 1684,* d. June 27, 1754.* They left New Utrecht 
me Settled in Middlesex County, New Jersey, in the vicinity of New Brunswick. 
hae ae of the New Jersey militia in 1715 and an alderman of New Bruns- 
eeen 0, The will of John Van Dyck of the Corporation of New Brunswick, 
60 a ae 1757 and probated in 1765. He devised his homestead farm of 
200 to 309 sive (second?) wile Ann, left legacies to his three daughters and farms of 

Aug. 28, 17 a each of his six sons. One son, Matthias‘ Van Dyke (Van Dike), 
ot Nelly Lane nem Brunswick, d. 1784, was married June 2, $746 to Eleanor 
hey had one on iddlesex County, daughter of Matthias Lane of Middletown. 

In 1756 ass six daughters, 

Of the Millstone Ri tas Van Dyke built the present two story stone house on the banks 
Oc » Nad bought it fi t at Mapleton, on a 200 acre tract later inherited from his father 
“Upied by Several _ — Thomas South. Just before the battle of Princeton it was 

*' Pritish officers, and a dinner, ordered by them to be served when 
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they should return “after routing the rebels under Mr. Washington,” was eaten by 


the Americans, 

Matthias Van Dyke died intestate and John Van Dike was appointed adminis. 
trator of the estate on Oct. 29, 1784, In the inventory of his personal estate, it was 
noted that three-fourths was the property of Matthias deceased and one-fourth of his 
son Matthias. The only son was Matthias’ Van Dyke, Jr. b. Jan. 8, 1752, bap. Feb, 
9 at Six Mile Run Church, d, Sept. 18, 1832. He was a patriot soldier in the Revo- 
lution. On Jan. 25, 1774 he married Lydia Longstreet and had six children. The 
homestead was inherited by his son William J.’ Van Dyke, b. Sept. 27, $795 in this 


house, d. Oct. 27, 1865, and lies buried in the nearby cemetery at Kingston. In 1823 
Sept. 7, 1862, and buried by her 


he married Margaret Nevius, b. April 3, 1799, d. 
husband. They had five sons and three daughters, of whom Henry L. R.’ Van Dyke 
f 1876. The house passed through 


(1842-1895) was the owner, according to a map o 
al hands before it was purchased by the present owner, William Flemer. He 


n Nurseries across the road. 

The house is a two story stone structure of irregularly cut fieldstone, sur- 
mounted by an architectural cornice and a broad, low gable roof. The English influ- 
ence predominates, in fact there is no evidence of Dutch traditions. The house has 
been improved recently, but the old feeling is still imparted to us, especially in the 
slope of the roof. It is covered with ivy and the grounds are well landscaped. The 
house stands near the Millstone River in the northerly part of the old Mapleton 
section. It is on the west side of Lake Road, one mile south of Kingston, and north 


of a Roman Catholic institution. 
Houses in Monmouth County 


House of Cornelius Couwenhoven 
Pleasant Valley, Holmdel Township 
PLATE 121 


sever 
conducts the Princeto 


Cornelius Couwenhoven is said to have built thi ; 
Nov. a, ae " all ands, the son of William hey maleae amg i hi — 
ond wife Jannetje Pieters Monfoort, and the greatgrandson of Wolf a G teal 
who ee $625 from Couwenhoven, near Amersfoort, it al — f 
See ro ius, as a young man, settled here in what wa ‘th Middleto ; 
Township; he ear mark (cattle brand) was recorded h as then Midaletown 
Roelofse Schenck, Stephen Court Van Voorhe ere in 1696, He and Garret 
chased a 500 acre tract in the township from J a. Peter Wyckoff jointly pur- 

onn Bowne, merchant of Middletown. 


the Schenck brothers, Garret and 


Jan, and they released 125 acres of the 
tract to Cornelius C 
ouwenhoven on Dec, 24, 
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elius had probably built his house here the previous summer and hence 
{ease for his home farm. He and his wife Margaretta Roelofs Schenck 
lived here and were soon surrounded by the farms of their Schenck and Couwen- 
hoven brothers. They continued to keep in touch with their old home as Cornelius 
owned the sloop Carroway, in which he made trips between Monmouth County, 
New York City, and Kings County. He died May 16, 1736 on his farm, aged 64 
ears, 5 MOSe I7 days, and was buried here, being followed some years later by his 
wife, who died Dec. 6, 1751 aged 73 years, 9 mos., 27 days. 
In his will of 1735 Cornelius Couwenhoven divided his many land purchases 
between his two sons William and Rulif, left the old negro woman Hannah to his 
wife and two negroes to each of his sons, and ordered legacies to be paid to each of 
his eleven daughters: Annetje, Jannetje (married Arie Vanderbilt), Altje (married 
William Van Dorn), Leah, Sarah, Neeltje (married Benjamin Van Cleaf), Mary, 
Rachel, Margaret, Jacometje (married Jan R. Schenck), and Caterina (married 
Daniel Hendrickson). The elder son William C.’ Kouwenhoven, b. July 20, 1700, 
d. Nov. 10, 1755, made his home at Carroway, near Keyport, in Middletown Town- 
ship. Cornelius left various tracts, including the 125 acre homestead (released to him 
Dec. 24, 1700) to his younger son, Rulif C.° Couwenhoven, b. Oct. 5, 1706, d. Aug. 
20, 1786. Rulif married Sarah Voorheese, daughter of Cornelius Voorheese and 
Marytje Ditmars, b. April 12, 1710, d. Dec. 12, 1789. Both lie buried with his 
brother and parents in the nearby Couwenhoven—Schenck cemetery. 

In the early nineteenth century the house is said to have been purchased by a 
foreigner, who ran a boat for a short time between Keyport and New York, and who 
matried into a family of this section (possibly a Schenck girl) and wished to retire 
on a farm here. The widow is believed to have sold it to George Schenck. 

George Schenck, b. 1822, d. March 6, 1892 aged 70 years, is the next known 
owner of the farm, He was the son of David" and grandson of Capt. John‘ Schenck, 
Whose home was on a nearby hill (see infra), a descendant of Garret* Schenck who 
came to Monmouth County in 1696 and whose home farm adjoined Cornelius Cou- 
wenhoven’s (see infra). About the middle of the nineteenth century George Schenck 
on to and remodelled a house across the road from and immediately west of 

— Couwenhoven house, which had been built in 1791 by his a John 

ag on the farm of his father Jan’ Schenck (see infra). These three a Cen 

win 7 the homes of three of the pioneers in this region, beer) a toni 

which had : et Schenck and Jan Schenck, and together forme 4, 7. af ode 

farms on be a purchased from John Bowne. By 1873 George one f He 
th sides of the road, although continuing to reside on the west arm. 


m a 
“ted Ellen or Eleanor Conover. 


4700. Corn 
desired a re 
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mire children was Mary Ella Schenck, b. Jan. 14, 1864,* g, 
- ‘ 4 ov. J0, 1887* she married Hendrick (or Henry) P. Conover, f, Jun 

» 1864,* d, Sept, 18, 1931,* son of Peter H. Conover, a member of the Covenhoven, 
Conover family who lived to the southwards, near Tennant, and a descendant of the 
builder of this house, (This Peter H. Conover, b. Dec. 8, 1827,* d. Sept. 22, 1909 
in Freehold, buried in the Old Tennant Cemetery, married Dec. 12, 1855* Abbey E, 
Cottrell, was the son of Hendrick P. Conover, b. Jan. 17, 1800,* d. May 13, 1869, 
buried in the Baptist Cemetery, Holmdel, and his first wife Mary Holmes whom he 
married Jan. 25, 1825.* He in turn was the son of Peter Covenhoven, b, April 18 
1778," d, Aug, 14, 1817,* and his first wife Mary Rue, b. Sept. 5, 1779,* d. July 
J4, 1814,* whom he married Feb. 17, 1799.*) Hendrick and Mary Ella (Schenck) 
Conover acquired the Cornelius Couwenhoven farm from her father, and made it 
their home. The year before they died, they sold it to the present owner, Henry But- 
ler. However, their son Wilson N, Conover continues to reside here. 

The house stands on the main Matawan-Holmdel highway, three and a half 
miles south of Matawan, on the northeast corner of a crossroad at the center of 
Pleasant Valley. The old road to Holmdel formerly made a jog here, which has 
been eliminated in the construction of the new highway. Willow Brook runs nearby. 
This section is locally known as Pleasant Valley. 

Probably only the small wing of the house was built by Cornelius Couwenhoven 
in 1700 although the main section also belongs to an early period. It is a good 
example, both inside and out, of the early Dutch house in Monmouth County. Early 
panelling, over-mantel and cupboards are still to be seen in the main room. A Dutch 
door was sold in 1927 for $1,200 to Robert Babcock of Long Island; it was painted 
on the inside with an Amsterdam scene on the upper panel and spreading tulips on 
the lower panel. When purchased a few years ago, the house was conservatively 
remodelled and restored, and the shingles stained a variety of hues, The main change 
is in the end of the wing. The old chimney at the gable end went up the interior of 
the house. A new brick chimney was built outside the wall and windows were cut 
on either side of it. The appearance of the house in 1925 is shown in the vignette, in 
which is emphasized the steep slant of the roofs of both units. In Beekman’s Dutch 
Settlers, p. 24, is a view of the house at the beginning of the century. 


April 26 


House of Jan Covenhoven 
formerly north of Hillsdale, near Wickatunk. 
PLATE 122 


Jan Covenhoven followed his brother Cornelius Couwenhoven from Flatlands 
to Monmouth County. He is said to have built this house as early as 1703 but the 
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erect date is probably about 1706, He was termed a 

Oct. 3, 1705, he purchased from John Bowne of Wuldutows Twn a = 
wacts of 94 and 235 acres in Freehold (now Marlborough) Township Bian 
and settled here in the next few years as he was termed a resident of F rechold T “ 
ship on Oct. 55, 1709, when he enlarged the farm by buying 38% adjoinin te 
from Jacob Van Dorn of Freehold Twp. Jan‘ Covenhoven, b. April 9, 1681 in Flat 
lands, d. = - ne rag Van Derveer, and was survived by seven tin 
William, Garret, Cornelius, Peter, John, Jacob and Domeni 
cod nail oh Medes Shilo J J omenicus, All the sons, except 

Garret’ Covenhoven, born on the homestead April 27, 1726, was the only son 
to remain in Monmouth County. He resided on his father’s farm until he died Nov. 
J, 1812 aged 86 years. He married first Neeltje, daughter of Benjamin Van Mater, 
and secondly about 1770-75 Antje, daughter of Peter Janse Schenck; both wives 
predeceased him, each having borne him five children, The homestead passed to the 
youngest child, Peter G.’ Conover, b. Jan. 2, 1797, d. May 23, 1886, married Nov. 
10, 1819 Charlotte, daughter of John Lyall. The eldest of their eleven children was 
John Lyall” Conover. He married Abbie M. Bishop and was still occupying the 
homestead in 1903. In 1925, when the photograph was taken, it was owned by his 
granddaughter Mrs. Acker. The house burned down about 1929, and its site is now 
a part of the grounds of the State Insane Asylum. 


The one and a half story wing was undoubtedly 
1706. The steep pitch of the roof, small windows and low ceiling were characteristic 


of the early period. The main house of two stories, with dentil cornice and large 
windows, was probably built in the Revolutionary period, very likely by Garret 
Covenhoven at the time of his second marriage. The house formerly stood on the 
west side of the road running north from Hillsdale, fess than one mile above this vil- 
lage, and about one mile as the crow flies east of the village of Wickatunk. 


the original house, built about 


Conover House 
Pleasant Valley, Marlborough Township 
PLATE 123 
It is an early type and may 
in the beginning of the 
Bible in the posses” 
ble were all born 
df his wife Eliza- 


het carly history of this house lies in obscurity. ; 
delta by one of the pioneers in this neighborhow - 
Sion of ri century, Our only knowledge comes from the -_ o 
ere b the present owner, who states that those mentioned in the oe 
t "ap the house was built long before. William a a + rho mattle 

4 son Garret Conover, b. Nov. 43, 1761,* d. June = ma? vid had six 


at t¢ 
he Dutch church June 26, 1794 Nelly Hire, d, May °” got 


* 
Tak 
€n from family Bible. 
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children: John, Elizabeth, Ann, Margaret, William, and Allis. im daughter Ann 
Conover, b. Sept. 23, 1797,* d. Oct. 28, 1851,* married Jan. 33, 828* Peter Johnson 
West, d. July 5, 1867 aged 67 years, 2 mos. I7 days,* and had one son and two 
daughters, Caroline and Alice. The son John Henry West, b Dec. 20, 1837,* d, 
Nov. 16, 1915, married Elizabeth Bennett, Their daughter Elizabeth West married 
Jacob E. Applegate, and is the present owner and occupant of the old home, 
“Conover” is a form of the name Couwenhoven or Covenhoven adopted by many 
branches of this numerous family about the end of the eighteenth century. The 
known owners of this house (and possibly the builder) are undoubtedly related to 
the Couwenhovens who settled to the southward in Pleasant Valley. 

The house is built in two sections. The original unit is the east half shown in 
the photograph; it is still covered with the original hand-hewn shingles. The house 
stands near the brow of the hill about two miles south of Matawan, off the east side 
of the main highway leading to Holmdel, in the northern part of the region locally 
known as Pleasant Valley. 


House of Daniel Hendrickson 
Holland, Middletown 


Daniel Hendrickson is supposed to have built this house between 1700 and 
720; an even earlier date is possible unless it supersedes a temporary structure. 
On Sept. 23, 1693 he and another, both residents of Flatbush, agreed to make annual 
installment payments to William Whitlock, on the 104 acres leased from him the 
previous September, until March, 1697 when said Whitlock would convey these 
lands upon completion of the payments. The deed of conveyance of the canal is 
dated May 16, 1698 and was given by John Whitlock, probably a son of William 
deceased, the deed stating that the land had been obtained originall saad 
the Proprietors on Jan, 20, 1676, ‘ginally by patent from 


=~ wits from Flatbush about 1693, and 
He probably chose this location due to a “a ich came to be known as Holland. 


i % wn age 
pry ara its constable, sheriff, wre of nid a portant — of 
elder o a. = urch. He married Catharine, daughter £) os ~ aay Aes 
of New trecht, and died in January 1728, Survived by hi ° Jan Janse Van Dyke 
Geesie wife of Roelof Janse §, ¥ Als wife and eleven children: 


h ; 
Jonathan Holmes, Hendrick, John, Mayne & (bap. 1699 tn Brooklyn) wife of 


ot married Gysbert Van Mater, Fran- 


+ Taken from family Bible. 
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arried Teunis Cortelyou, William, Ann who married William 


C tic who m : ; 
Catharine who married Henry Dusenberry, Jannetje who married 


Couwenhovens , 
Roelof Couwenhoven, and Daniel. 
The house has passed in direct succession to the present owner. It was inherited 


by the builder’s youngest son, Daniel Hendrickson, b. Jan. 5, 1723 on the homestead, 
bap. May 5, 1723, d. June 24, 1788 intestate, married Dec. 22, 1743 Catharine 
Couwenhoven, b. June 2, 1720, d. May 9, 1810, daughter of Cornelius Couwenhoven, 
builder of the house ‘n Pleasant Valley (plate 125). He was so active in church 
affairs that he was called Dominie Daniel; his descendants state that he was also 
an artist and a musician. He built a grist mill on his property. After Daniel’s death, 
hildren—Col. Daniel D., Cornelius, Catharine and Hendrick— 
released his various lands to each other on Aug. 6 and 26, 1789. To Catharine (b. 
1753, d. unmarried on the homestead after 1835) was allotted the western part of 
the home tract whereon Daniel Hendrickson lived, 122 acres bounded on the south 
by Luyster (the line agreed on between Johannes Luyster, owner of the house in 
plate 125, and Daniel Hendrickson on April 11, 1745) and the Mahoras Brook, 
being lands purchased by Daniel Hendrickson the elder from John Whitlock on 
May 16, 1698 and from Garret Wall on Dec. 29, 1709. Catharine Hendrickson 
conveyed this property to her brother Hendrick on April J, 1800 for $2,000. To 
this Hendrick Hendrickson had been allotted the eastern part of the home tract, 
consisting of 154 acres bounded south and east by Luyster and the Mahoras Brook. 
Hendrick Hendrickson, b. May 2, 1758, d. Dec. }, 1840, always lived on the 
homestead. He served in the Revolution. On May 33, 1781 he married Francinke 
Covenhoven, b. Nov. 18, 1763, d. March 26, 1845, daughter of Cornelius R. and 
ptgceatangter of Cornelius Couwenhoven of Pleasant Valley (plate 121). 
— had two daughters and one son William (1787-1831) who predeceased 
lates eee a son William Henry Hendrickson, b. June 3, 1813, d. 1899. The 
lone a ry“ wer of the New Jersey Senate for many years and president of the 
acre “her nf erchants’ Bank of Matawan until his death, He inherited the 276 

enittoe’s tract from his grandfather Hendrick, and it is now owned by the 

Or ‘a J ana Patterson Hendrickson. | 

— hidde, ds fine example of Dutch architecture of the period, its lines are 
nineteenth _ er porches and a crenellated cornice added by the Senator in the 
P- 122, The h mays hi photograph of it is reproduced in Beekman’s Dutch Settlers, 
of Middletown, stands in the former village of Holland, now the southwest part 
€ Property bend the north side of Holland Road which runs westward to Hominy- 
Holm Toutaldy s upon Middletown Township but actually is within the present 


his four surviving ¢ 
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House of Hendrick Hendrickson 
Pleasant Valley, Holmdel Township 
PLATE 124 


It is believed that this house was erected by Hendrick Hendrickson, son of the 
above Daniel Hendrickson, between 1730 and 1750, but may have been built a few 
years earlier when Hendrick first settled on the property. In 1727 Daniel Hendrick- 
son willed to his son Hendrick the plantation on which Hendrick then dwelt, 
formerly Benjamin Stout’s, and one half of his lots of meadow at Conescunk, 
Hendrick Hendrickson is believed to have been born in 1700 although he died at 
the age of 50 years on Feb. 21, 1753 according to his tombstone (he gave his bond 
as the eldest brother of John Hendrickson, born about 1702, d. 1770). About 1725 he 
married Neeltje, daughter of Garret Schenck, pioneer and owner of the house in 
Pleasant Valley (see infra). After her husband’s death, she married secondly in 
{761 Elias Golden. Hendrick had ten children: Tryntje bap. 1726, Daniel, Neeltje, 
Garret, Hendrick, Mary wife of Cornelius W. Couwenhoven, Tryntje, Neeltje wife 
of Jacob Van Meter, Antje wife of David Van Nostrandt, and William bap. 1748. 

Only one child carried on the name: Garret Hendrickson, b. Jan, 22, 1734, d. 
Dec. 2, 1803, lies buried in the family graveyard at Holland with his father and 
his first two wives. Garret lived and died in his father’s house in Pleasant Valley 
and ran a well-stocked farm. He was a lieutenant in the militia in the Revolution, 
was wounded in 1780, and taken prisoner in the raid of 1782, He married first by 
license of Dec. 8, 1755 Catharine, daughter of Tunis Denise, b, May 8, 1732, d. 
Sept. 8, 1771, and had three sons and three daughters; he married secondly Helena 
or Lena, daughter of Denise Van Lieu, b. Sept. 26, 1753, d. Jan, 1, 1785, and had 
one son and four daughters; he married thirdly Nelly, daughter of Arie Van Doorn 
and widow of Hendrick Smock, d. Feb, 13, 1834 aged 91 years, A son by the first 
wife, Hendrick Hendrickson, b. July 19, 1764, d. June 6, 1837, married Jan. 20, 
{791 Phebe, daughter of Cyrenius Van Mater, b. Dec. 21, 1773, d. March 12, 1836. 
Their oe Cyrenius 1 b. March 30, 1802, d. May 17, 1870, lies buried 
in the family cemetery at olland with his parents and forebears. He married Sept: 
{8, 1823 Ida Van Mater, and lived and died on the famil 
Henry Denise Hendrickson had a Pe es ee See 

son Cyrenius Hendrickson, who is believed to 
—— the gi ae 1873 due to his father’s extravagance 
t was sold by sheriff’s sale " 
by the Herbert estate until about Miwanee ae eet oak ave owned 
due peenstit eneeier,. An expacinenie! ole was sold to the Bell Laboratories, 
‘os ion tor trans-oceanic telephoning is now 
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conducted on this and adjoining farms, It is known locally as the Charlie P. Co 
farm: he was a tenant for many years, renting from the Herbert sstota ~ 
The house is in good condition, although at present unused. It resembles th 

houses of Kings County and Bergen County in style. It stands in the eastern ve ‘ 
of Pleasant Valley, about two miles north of Holmdel. To reach it from the main 
Matawan-Holmdel highway, turn east on the crossroad in front of the Cornelius 
Couwenhoven house (plate 121), take next turn right, then left, then right to the 
Bell Laboratories. The house stands in a grove in the middle of the property, and 
ts not visible from the road. 


House of Johannes Luyster 
Holland, Middletown 
PLATE 125 


Johannes Luyster built this house between 1727 and 1730, It has been in the 
continuous occupancy of the family ever since and is now owned and lived in by 
his descendant John P. Luyster. An old deed hanging framed on the wall of the 
house records the granting of 104 acres here to Peter Wyckoff on Jan. I, 1716/37. 
Early in 1717 Johannes Luyster and John Brower, brothers-in-law, bought this 
and other lands. The latter transferred his interest to Luyster, who settled here 
shortly after the property was surveyed Oct. 18, 1727. 

Johannes Luyster, the builder, was a grandson of Pieter Cornelisz’ Luyster 


who emigrated to this country in 1656 and settled at Bouwery Bay on Long Island; 
it was probably Johannes’ brother Peter" Luyster who built the house standing 
b, March 22, 1693,* d. Jan. 27, 


there until recently (plate 25). Johannes’ Luystet, 
1756,* married ae 6, pers Brower, b. Aug. 32, 1688,* d. April i 
1771,* and had six children: Sarah, Peter, Cornelius, Johannes, Anna, el 
The eldest son Peter‘ Luyster, b, May 5, 1719,* d. Feb. a1 ae) 7 aes 
married May 25, 1756 Anna’ Luyster, b. Jan. 9, 1726," d. Nov. 23, 179; “7 : 
of his uncle Peter’ Luyster who lived at Bouwery Bay (plate ly We 
son and two daughters. The son John P.’ Luyster, b. Nov. 29, 1763, , 764" i, 
}848* in his 85th year, married June 3, 1790* Anne Conover, b. Sept. ‘a in the 
Dec, 6, 1852* aged 88 years. At the age of 19 John served on shore — ie * 
evolution, He had five daughters and one son. The son — ke a . 
A y 30, j 806,* d. Dec. j, 1875,* married nah al Miran r heir 
pril 3, 1808,* d. Oct. 24, 1855," and had three dag te The 
Youngest child Garret S.” Luyster, b. Sept. 20, 1843," martied Sarah Per nly 
Were the parents of John P.? Luyster, the eldest son and present owne 
homestead. 405 


* Taken, 
€n from family Bible. 
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Mr, Luyster is very interested in his family home, and keeps it intact and 
unchanged as a beautiful example of early Dutch architecture, and as a museum for 
the family heirlooms. He lives in the modern wing, not seen in the photograph. The 
house stands in the former village of Holland, on Holland Road in the southwest 
part of Middletown, It is on the north side of this road (which goes toward 
Hominy) and adjoins the Daniel Hendrickson house (see supra) on the east. 


The Schenck Houses 
Pleasant Valley, Holmdel and Marlborough Townships 


The Schencks were among the original settlers and are among the present 
inhabitants of Pleasant Valley, several of their old homes yet remaining, although 
none in their pristine condition, Pleasant Valley is the local name for the country 
between Matawan and Holmdel villages, 


House of Garret Schenck 


Garret Roelofse Schenck, Stephen Court Van Voorhees, Cornelius Couwen- 
hoven and Peter Wyckoff jointly purchased a 500 acre tract here, in what was then 
Middletown Township, from John Bowne, merchant of Middletown. Van Voorhees 
and Wyckoff sold their rights to the Schenck brothers, Garret and Jan, and they 
released 125 acres of it to Cornelius Couwenhoven Dec, 24, 1700 (plate 123), and 
divided the balance between themselves, Garret keeping about 200 acres. Garret 
Roelofse* Schenck, b. Oct. 27, 1673, d. Sept. 5, 1745 aged 73 years, was a son of 
Roelof Martense’ Schenck of Flatlands and his first wife Neeltje Gerretse van 
Couwenhoven, and a nephew of Jan Martense' Schenck who built the house on 
Mill Island in Flatlands (plate 13). About 1693 Garret married Neeltje Koerten 
Van Voorheese, b. Oct. J, 1675, bap. Dec. 5, 1680 at Flatlands, d. Aug. 4, 1750. He 
settled on his Pleasant Valley purchase in the spring of 1696: 
brand) was recorded here in June 1696, 


The original unit of the present house (the stone portion been 
erected by Schenck at this time (1696), but tradition states that = day 1692 
by a Van Voorhees. Garret’s father-in-law, Coert Stevense Van Voorhees lived at 
Flatlands and is mentioned there in 1689 and 1699; it is probable that he never came 
to Monmouth County, Garret’s brother-in-law Stephen Coert Van Voorhees was 
one of the joint purchasers of the tract on which the house stands, and it is possible 
that he built it, although his eldest child was baptized in Brooklyn in 1694 and he 


was definitely living in Flatlands in 1698 
Schenck, whose descendants still occupy it ‘. e sold his share of the tract to Garret 


406 
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Garret Schenck was an original member and an elder of the Church of Freehold 
organized tn 1709, and a member of the Provincial Assembly of New Jersey. He pa 
a prosperous farmer and owned many large tracts of land, including property and 
a wharf at the present Keyport, which he gave and willed to his children. In his 
will of 1739 he called himself a gentleman of Middletown, mentioned his wife 
Neeltje, his five sons, Roelof (of Marlborough Twp.), Garret (of Holmdel Twp.), 
Koert (of Marlborough Twp.), John (of Penns Neck) and Albert (of Penns Neck), 
his five daughters, Mary, Alltie, Neeltie, Rachel, and Margaret, and his deceased 
daughter Anne. Among other property, he left to his son Garret his home plantation 
“on condition that he allows his Mother the use of the two westernmost rooms of the 
Dwelling house below, with convenient furniture to furnish the same as his Mother 
shall think fit.’ This son Garret G.’ Schenck, b. Nov. 2, 1732, d. intestate Aug. 20, 
{757 aged 44 years, married about {737 Jannetje, daughter of William Van 
Couwenhoven of Flatlands, b. Oct. 6, 1714, d. on the homestead farm Feb. 14, 1792. 
They are said to have had four sons and six daughters. One of these was Garret G.' 
Schenck II, b. 1743, d. Sept. 29, 1797 aged 53 years, J} mos., and 5 days, married 
Sarah Covenhoven, b. July 23, 1744, d. Nov. 16, 1805, daughter of Rulif C.’ 
Covenhoven, who had inherited his father Cornelius’ farm nearby (plate 12%). 
Garret G. Schenck II may have come into possession of the homestead after the 
death of his mother in 1792, 

The house passed by inheritance into the Rappleye family through Jane 
Schenck, b, March 24, 1767, d. March 23, 1850 aged 82 yrs., 11 mos., and 30 days. 
She was a granddaughter of Garret G.’ Schenck and probably a daughter of Garret 
G. Schenck IT, Jane married Garret’ Smock, b. Aug. 4, 1765 on the Smock home- 
Stead farm southeast of Holmdel village, d. March 30, 1856 aged 90 yrs., 7 mos., 
9 26 days, whose greatgrandfather Johannes Hendrickse* Smock settled in 

a County in 1712, Garret and Jane (Schenck) Smock lived at Pleasant 
. = ee in her family homestead; they were buried with her ancestors in 
“wha : y cemetery at Pleasant Valley, rather than with his ancestors on his paternal 
Smock te sy Jane had two daughters, Sarah’ Smock who married George 
1869 jh 47 izabeth’ Smock who married George Rappleye, b. 1794, d. April 25, 
> years, 3 mos., 18 days. Theodore Rappleye was the owner of the farm 


in 187 
OWne 3, Thomas Thorne in 1889, Theodore R. Thorne in 1903, and the present 
i J » M. Thorne, 


Th _ 
is the ee today is the result of several successive builders. The original unit 


in 1696 by Gon tow, stone portion, built in 1692 by Stephen Court Van Voorhees or 
g rer : R. Schenck, As Garret Schenck left the use of the two western- 
© his wife in his will of 1739, it was undoubtedly he who deepened the 
407 
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house with a shingled unit so that it became two full rooms in depth. A shingleg 
wing was also added at some period, flush with the stone front wall but not so deep 
as the main house. Both sections are covered by a gable r oof, extending over front 


and reat in straight slopes, thus greatly resembling the houses in Kings County, 


the early home of the builders. Views of the house, taken in 3900, can be seen in 


Beekman’s Dutch Settlers, p. 12. Since this time, the stone wall has been covered 
with shingles to make the house uniform in appearance, dormers have been added 
and other changes made. The house stands on the west side of the Matawan-Holmdel 
highway, over three miles south of Matawan and a short distance north of the 
cross-roads in Pleasant Valley. It is in Holmdel Township. 


House of Capt. John Schenck 


This house stands on the hill west of the Garret Schenck house and overlooks 
the valley. It was built in 1767 by Augustus Reed and sold by him shortly afterward 
to Capt. John Schenck, whose descendants still live in it. Capt. John‘ Schenck, b. 
1745, d. Aug. 28, 1834 aged 87 years, was a son of Garret G.’ Schenck and a 
grandson of Garret R. Schenck, owners of the house in the valley (see supra). On 
July 33, 1767 he married Mary Denise, b. July 9, 5750, d. July 15, 1829, daughter 
of Teunis Denise and granddaughter of Daniel Hendrickson, builder of the house 
at Holland (see supra). They had at least four sons: William (1772-1844), Col. 
John (1774-1864) married Micha Van Nuyse, Daniel I, (1778-1858) married 
Elfeanor Schenck, and David (1783-1872) married Sarah Smock (1799-1832). The 
house was inherited by Capt. John’s son David and then by his son David, Jr. The 
latter’s son Luther’ Schenck sold it a few years ago to a Mr. Johnson, but he still 
makes his home here. 

Capt. John Schenck was one of the most active and daring of the officers of 
the county militia in the Revolution. So troublesome was he that the British offered 
7 reward a 9 ee his capture or death. He and William Marriner led a 
em M4 pe eae atbush on June 33, 1778 to capture the Tory mayor of 
ee eieafiiecde | he next se — 30 miles between six o’clock in the evening 

= g. Several midnight raids were made by the Tories 
and British to capture him, He generally slept out in the woods f f ‘fh 
was in his house, he had scouts posted about the count A or safety or, t : 
owns a beautifully engraved set of pistol oe Luther Schenc 
) pistols used by Capt. Schenck in the Revolution. 
The house is a small APE e Kevolulio 
ry one story building. The long, old shine! t] 
out and have been replaced by clapboarding. The h gles recently wore 
on » [he house stands on a hill in Marl- 
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borough Township, on the east side of a country road paralleling the Matawan- 
Holmdel highway on the west. It is reproduced in the Historical and Biographical 
Atlas of the New Jersey Coast, pub. 1878, 


Farm of Jan Schenck—House of John Schenck 


This farm is a part of the 500 acre tract jointly purchased from John Bowne 
of Middletown and divided between Cornelius Couwenhoven and. his brothers- 
in-law Garret Schenck and Jan Schenck (see supra). The latter had bought out 
the rights of one of the original purchasers, Jan’ Schenck, b. Feb. 10, 1670 at 
Flatlands, d. Jan. 30, 1753, came to Monmouth County in 1697-98; his ear mark 
(cattle brand) was recorded here in April 1698. About 1693 he married Sarah 
Couwenhoven, b. Jan. 6, 1675, d. Jan, 33, 1763, daughter of William Garretse 
Couwenhoven. In his will of 1746 he left all his property to his wife Sarah for her 
maintenance and that of their son John, who was to inherit it after her decease, 
and he ordered his son John to give legacies of £450 each to his other children: 
Roelof the eldest, Peter, Sarah (who married Johannes and Henry Voorhees), 
Altye (wife of Christian Van Dooren), Rachel, Maria (wife of Jacob Van Dooren), 
Leah (wife of Peter Couwenhoven), Jannetje (wife of Bernardus Verbryke), and 
Antje (wife of Arie Van Dooren). 

The son John’ Schenck, b. June 27, 1722, d. Dec. 24, 1808, married about 1753 
Nellie Bennett, b. Nov. 29, 1728, d. June J, 1810, daughter of Jan Bennett. They 
lived and died on his father’s homestead farm and were buried with his parents and 
other relatives in the Schenck—Couwenhoven family cemetery nearby. The present 
house on the farm is a two story frame structure of a post-revolutionary type. The 
doorknocker (taken by the family when the house was sold) is marked “J. S. 1791,” 
ine that the house was probably built in 1791 by John Schenck. He had ten 
Paar John and William who went to Ohio, Ida, Sarah, Chrineyonce, Peter, 

tllie, Anne, Capt, Daniel, and Mary. Some of these resided on the farm. 
he house was remodelled about 1850 by George Schenck (1822-5872), a 
ma » who made his residence here. He also purchased the Cornelius opin 
Site a the road (plate 121) and a fuller account of him is given under t . 
it in wer John Schenck house was inherited by George’s son Edgar, SF the 
Property i Edgar married Lydia Craig and their son Gangs Betere fered 
ter of 4 1932 to the present owner, Morton Allen, The house is on the oa i 
© Matawan-Holmdel highway and the cross-road at Pleasant Valley 
Township, 


COUSin 
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Stout (?)—Hendrickson House 
Pleasant Valley, Holmdel Township 
PLATE 126 


The old wing of this house may have been built by David Stout in the first 
quarter of the eighteenth century. His mother is well-known in early Colonial 
annals. Penelope, said to be a Dutch girl née Van Princes, sailed for New Amster- 
dam with her first husband about 1620; the ship was wrecked off Sandy Hook and 
the party attacked and killed by the Indians, She was saved by one of the Indians 
who brought her to New Amsterdam, where she met and married Richard Stout. 
He was an Englishman, who joined Lady Moody’s colony in Gravesend, where 
he was a patentee in 1645, He was a patentee of Monmouth County in 1665, receiving 
480 acres each for himself, wife and two sons, and 300 acres for his younger children; 
he made many large purchases of Jand later. He settled in Middletown village about 
1664 and he died there in 1705, survived by ten children and his wife. 

In 1690 Richard Stout conveyed lands on the Hopp River to his youngest 
son David, and it is on this or adjoining property that David built and lived until 
he removed to Amwell about 1725, His home was on the later Denise Hendrickson 
farm near Hop Brook, so it is possible that it was David Stout who built the old 
wing of the present house. David’ Stout, b. about 1668, married about 1688 Rebecca 
(Ashton?), and had eight children, all of whom removed to other parts of New 
Jersey. Penelope, his mother, probably lived with him here on Hop Brook (or with 
one of her other sons, as all the territory in the vicinity was owned by her husband). 
She died in 1732-33 and is buried somewhere on this farm within sight of the 
Hendrick Hendrickson house (plate 124), 

In 4823 the property was owned by Denise Hendrickson, b. Nov. 2, 1763, 
a ha “re : - of — and Catharine (Denise) Hendrickson, who lived 
thd hoes Band a on the adjoining farm (plate 124). He married Dec. 28, 

: CK, D, nla 1S, $766, d. Aug. 6, $858, daughter of John Schenck, 
builder of the 1790 house in Pleasant Valley (see supra). It is probable that Denise 
bought the place shortly after his marria h Ln. anlar 

g¢, as the main part of the house, probably 
built by him, belongs to the 1790 period, His son John Schenck 
May 9, 1807 chenck Hendrickson, b. 
ys » married Ellen Hyres, and was the father of Mrs, Robert Carson. Sh 
sold the Property at the end of the nineteenth century to Patrick Kelly, h see “om 
sold = 4 — to John Clausen, the present owner, laieciaiadia 
¢ house stands in the east end of Pleasant Valley on the northeast side of the 


road from Everett to Homin 
mental Station, ¥ actoss the road from the Bell Laboratories Experi- 
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House of Squire John Taylor 
Middletown 
PLATE 127 


This house is supposed to have been built by Squire John Taylor (3736-1798) 
and if so could not have been built much before 1735, when he was 19 year's of on 
The opinion is generally held that the house is much older, dating from the very 
beginning of the century. The Story of Middletown contains the statement that it 
was built in 1684 but the builder is not named. Its very early and typically Dutch 
architecture suggests some other builder than Taylor, probably a Dutchman, since 
Middletown was an English settlement, and there would be no reason for an 
Englishman among the English to build in the style of the Dutch. 

The first known owner is Squire John’ Taylor, son of George the merchant, 
and grandson of Edward’ Taylor who emigrated from England and settled at 
Garret’s Hill near Sandy Hook in Monmouth County by 1684. Squire John, b. 
1715-16, d. Nov. 23, 1798, married about 1743 Phebe, sister of General Nathaniel 
Hurd, b. about 1708, d. July 10, 1791, and had four sons and two daughters. He 
was a sheriff of Monmouth County and Judge of Common Pleas, He was a Loyalist 
and was appointed by Admiral Howe, Peace Commissioner for the British govern- 
ment. About the middle of the eighteenth century he sold his house and tract in 
Middletown to Bernardus Rider of Long Island, reserving therefrom a building 
site of 14 acres. Here he built a handsome house in 1752 at the head of Main Street, 
known as Taylor’s Folly, which he sold in 1792 to George Crawford (it was burned 
in 1891). A few years later he removed to Perth Amboy where he died. | 

In 1771 Edward Taylor (a brother of Squire John) bought the house in 
question and 210 acres from Bernardus Rider, and the property has been owned ever 
Since by Edward’s descendants. This Edward’ Taylor, b. Aug. 20, 1752, d, Jan. 
18, 1783, was a member of the Assembly and an active patriot. He lived in a house 
on the south side of the Kine’s Highway and east of the church in — 
Village (still standing and known as the Dr. Taylor house), which has been cm f 
— to have been built by his father in 1719 and 1729 and by -y set's Hill 
°n property bought Jan. 10, 1716 by his father George, then of bat Y 
‘om William Wilkins, and conveyed to his son Edward May 3, 1739. Fews: 
Marri ed ins, and conveyed to beer cath d Jos eph. In 1773 
the Mary Ogbourn and had three sons, Col. George, Jo from Rider, but 
“on Col, George (1733-1799) was living on his father’s purchase iro 


ich is 

till o& tne Tevolution he removed to the Taylor house near the for in sly life 
ina pvubied by his descendants. His brother John (1740-1859) live uti 

a hoy en s. His ut after the Revolution 


‘on the north side of the street, burned in 1848, b an 
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he removed to the house just vacated by his brother George (Squire John’s house, 
known as the “grandfather homestead”). 

This John‘ Taylor served in the Revolution in the patriot army. He married 
about 1770 Mary, daughter of Samuel Holmes, and had three sons, Joseph who 
built nearby, Samuel who died in 1843 unmarried, and Edward. Edward’ Taylor 
(1779-1845) was a merchant of New York City. On the death of his brother Samuel 
he succeeded to the homestead farm, but soon died, leaving an only child, Mary 
Holmes’ Taylor, b. 1814. She married her cousin Joseph Dorset Taylor, and built 
and resided in the Victorian mansion nearby on the property, using the old home- 
stead as her farmer’s house. The house and property are now owned by the estate 
of Miss Mary Holmes Taylor, her daughter. 

The house contains unusually beautiful panelling, overmantels, and cupboards 
in all its rooms. Although the exterior has been repainted since the photograph was 
taken in 1925, it is rapidly falling into sad neglect and decay. It is occupied by 
negro tenants. The house stands on the east side of the main street of Middletown 
(the old King’s Highway), near the railroad bridge, after the road has left the 
village proper and turned northwards toward Keyport. 
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PLATE 116 


House of Cornelius Low 
River Road, Raritan Landing, Piscataway Township 


Cornelius Low in 1741 built his new house on the bluff overlooking the Raritan River. It is a Georgian 
mansion very unlike the average Dutch farmhouse. Its dimensions are almost square and it is two 
stories in height. The irregular sandstone walls are surmounted by a dentil wood cornice and a hipped 
roof sloping down to the four sides. The front facade is balanced, the central doorway flanked on either 
side by two windows. The photograph reproduces the rear view, the central window and door out of 
alignment due to the stairway. The shallow arches over the doors and windows are a variation of those 
i= Hunterdon County. A few of the old sashes are still in use in the second story rear. The characteristic 
panelled treatment of the fireplace walls in the rooms results in the absence of windows on the end walls. 
The wainscoting, panelling and carving of the interior are more Georgian than Dutch. A low, two-story 
wing formerly stood on the west end. 


413 





2 PLATE 117 


House of Matthias Smock 
River Road, Piscataway Township 


A part of this house was built by Matthias Smock when he settled in this region about 1718-21. It 
passed by marriage into the Nevius family, who owned it until about 1910. This house is built in two 
units, the east (right) section is the earlier and was Matthias Smock’s home, and the west (left) section 
was probably added by his son John. The clapboarding at the rear shows their division; the west unit 
has lie-on-your-stomach windows under the roof. The low ceilings and small windows are characteristic 
of the early period. Various alterations and judicious planting have transformed the old farmhouse 
into a modern residence. The large elm tree in front emphasizes the modest dimensions of the house. 


414 














PLATE 118 


Soulard (?)—Suydam House 
Countyline Road, Franklin Park 


This house was in existence by 1766 when it was owned by John Suydam and is probably the house 
owned by Peter Soulard in 1745. It remained in the Suydam family until after 1838 and was owned by 
the Garretson family from 1859 until 1925. It is a small, deep house covered with long shingles; the 


window openings are characteristically small and few in number. There was formerly a large addition 
at the south end. 
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PLATE 119 


f House of Jacob Van Deventer 
River Road, near Bound Brook, Piscataway Township 


This house was built 1738-40 by Jacob Van Deventer on his father-in-law Field’s large tract. It is a 
typical Dutch farmhouse, with a steep gable roof and no overhanging eaves. The window openings are 
small. The large fireplaces in the main rooms are not centered but placed across the corners. The 
roofline has not been changed; it still ends flush with the gable wall. 
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PLATE 120 


House of Matthias Van Dyke 
Lake Road, Mapleton, near Kingston 


bee@se was erected in 1756 by Matthias Van Dyke on land later inherited from his father, and 
im the family until the last quarter of the nineteenth century. It has none of the characteristics 
Dench house. Erected on the southern end of the territory inhabited by the Dutch, the builder fell 
Gee influence of the English styles prevalent in Princeton nearby. It is a two story house built 
Swepelerly cut fieldstone, with a dentil cornice and a low gable roof. The eighteenth century 
is predominant in the lines of the gable end. 
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PLATE 121 


House of Cornelius Couwenhoven 
Pleasant Valley, Holmdel Township 


The wing at the east (right) end of the house was the home which Cornelius Couwenhoven built in 
1700. The main house was added at an early date. Recent restoration has not materially altered the lines. 
The main house was built flush with the south front of the original unit but has a greater depth. Both 
sections have a steep gable roof characteristic of the early period, and also a very slight overhang. The 
window openings in the main house are considerably larger and the old window sashes here are still 
in use. The end wall of the wing was recently remodelled with the addition of four windows and an 
outside chimney; formerly there was one very small attic window and the chimney was on the inside 
of the wall as in all Dutch houses. The multi-colored staining of the shingles has an unfortunate effect. 
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PLATE 122 


House of Jan Covenhoven 
formerly north of Hillside, near Wickatunk 


The original unit of this house is the wing. It was erected about 1706 by Jan Covenhoven, brother of 
eenelius, the builder of the house in Pleasant Valley (plate 121). The steep pitch of the roof line can 
we @iscerned in spite of the later extension of the roof to form a large outside summer kitchen. The 
Wieensions of the old window are unusual; in general when both sashes were two panes in height they 
ere three panes in width, and when the width of four panes was desired the upper sash was larger than 
Se Sewer and three panes in height, as are the second story windows of the main house. This two story 
willisjon was not made until about the time of the Revolution by Jan’s son Garret. The dentil cornice is 
teal of this period. The house was inhabited by descendants of the builder until it burned a few 


Qumrs 2z0. 
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PLATE 123 


Conover House 
Pleasant Valley, Marlborough Township 


It is probable that this house was built early in the eighteenth century by one of the pioneer settlers, 
but the first known owner was Garret Conover who was born in 1761 in this house. The long shingles 
still remain. The roof has a more moderate slope than those on the two houses of the family further 
south (plates 121 and 122). The frame addition on the west end belongs to a later period but has been 
built to conform with the original unit. The house has passed by marriage through several families and 
is still the home of descendants of Garret Conover. 
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PLATE 124 


House of Hendrick Hendrickson 
Pleasant Valley, Holmdel Township 





Hendrick Hendrickson was living on this property in 1727 when his father bequeathed it to him. As 
the house is believed to have been built by him between 1730 and 1750, it may supersede a more 
temporary home. It was owned by his descendants until about 1873. The house is similar in style to the 
Dutch houses on Long Island. The roof of the wing extends in a straight slope to form an overhang, 
while the roof of the main section has a slight curve which lightens the lines of the building. The narrow 
clapboarding on the side of the main unit is modern. 
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PLATE 125 


- House of Johannes Luyster 
Holland Road, Middletown 





This house was built between 1727 and 1730 by Johannes Luyster and is still owned by his descendants. 
It has a very steep and high gable roof which extends to form an overhang both front and rear. The 
ridgepole is not in the center of the house so that the roof line in the rear has a longer slope and the 
overhang is lower and nearer the ground. The roof makes a slight curve above the front overhang. It 
will be noticed that the windows on the south front are not all the same size. 
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PLATE 126 


Stout (?)—Hendrickson House 
Pleasant Valley, Holmdel Township 


The present wing of the house may have been the home of David Stout who lived on this farm from 
about 1690 to about 1725. His mother, Penelope Stout, was buried on the farm in 1732-33. The steep 
roofline is characteristic of the early houses. The narrow clapboarding in front is modern and 
undoubtedly supersedes a covering of long shingles such as are still on the gable end. The lean-to was 
probably added at an early date. The main house was built in the post-revolutionary period probably 
by Denise Hendrickson. 


423 





PLATE 127 


- House of Squire John Taylor 
Middletown 


The first known owner of this house was Squire John Taylor, born 1716. He sold it and it was later 
purchased in 1771 by his brother Edward Taylor, whose descendants have owned it ever since. It has 
been stated that the house was erected in 1684 (presumably by John Taylor, which is impossible) ; it is 
more probable that the house was built about 1710 by an unknown Dutchman who had settled in the 
English village of Middletown. The house is typically Dutch. Like the home of Johannes Luyster 
nearby (plate 125), built 1727-30, the ridgepole is not centralized so that the roof line in the rear is 
longer than in front, but unlike this other house it extends no nearer the ground so the slope is not so 
steep. There is a slight curve in the front roofline and the suggestion of an overhang. Notice the 
unusual panelling of the double door and the cornice over the doorway. In the interior are beautiful 
examples of early panelling, overmantels, and cupboards. 
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HENDRICK AND ABRAHAM STAATS 





SOMERSET COUNTY 


OMERSET COUNTY embraces most of the Dutch population of central 
New Jersey: It is mainly rolling country, watered by the Raritan and Mill 
stone Rivers. Near Somerville the first settlers found broad alluvial lands 

- without trees, ready for cultivation. 
The first settlements were made in 168! along the Raritan on various Indian 
of that year. The land on the north side of the river, later Bridgewater 
Township, was purchased in 168} from the Indians in four immense tracts. Title 
became vested in the Twelve Proprietors when they acquired the Province of East 
Jersey in February 1681 /2. The first Indian deed covered the site of Bound Brook; 
Thomas Codrington and John Royce were two of the first settlers here. The second 
“Indian deed extended from Middlebrook to the bridge at Raritan village. This land 
was divided and sold in many tracts. Two lots of 877 acres each were surveyed 
Sept. 25, 1683 for John Palmer and associates, one of whom was Michael Van 
Vechten who settled here before his son was born in 1699, Van Vechten gave the 
land for the first Church of Raritan (org. 1699) which was built in 1721. Somerville 


stands ona tract of 1904 acres patented Feb. 3, 1683 to James Graham and associates. 
Part of it was sold to Hendrick Corsen Vroom who had settled here about 3680. 
1693 and 1709 and settled here; Peter’s 


Peter Van Nest purchased portions in 5687, 
Brook is named after him. Van Nest sold one of his purchases on May }, 1709 to 
his son-in-law Derrick Middagh, who had located in the Raritan section about 1697. 


Another tract, on which stands part of the village of Raritan, came into the pos- 
before 1736. The fourth Indian deed 


session of Andries Coefeman who settled here 
of 1681 covered lands on both sides of the North Branch of Raritan River. This 


was also divided and sold. A 1650 acre tract was surveyed for Lord Neill Campbell 
on Jan, 9, 1685: among the early settlers here was Gisbert Lane about 1730. A 400 
acre tract on the west side of the North Branch River in Branchburg Township 
Was acquired in 1690 by John Johnston; he disposed of it on Nov. } 
Mathias Ten Eyck whose son settled here. Bedminster Township in the — - 
of the county was settled by many nationalities, but there were enough Dutc 
abitants to warrant the organization of a Reformed Church in $758. _— 
5 Some of the early settlements were made in Franklin Township. In 


“nians and associ 4y Elizabeth Carteret, the 
associates purchased from the Indians for La < rook to Bown 


d along the so ' 

| uthwest side of the Raritan River from 

| = Title became vested in the Twelve Proprietors when they acquires brs 
ovince of East Jersey in February 1681/2. Inians settled on the east em - 


_ purchases 
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tract on the site of New Brunswick, which later became part of Middlesex County, 
Among the early patentees of the township were the Cortelyous (1711 acres) and 
the Wyckoffs (1703 acres). Small settlements were made along the county line at 
each brook, the most important about 1710 at Six Mile Run, now Franklin Park. 
There was also a small village in the center of the township at Middlebush, 
Reformed Churches were organized at New Brunswick about 1703 and at Six Mile 
Run in $737, The land on the west side of the Millstone River was incorporated in 
Hillsborough and Montgomery Townships, In 1685 and 1693 John Royce received 
a patent for the land along the river as far south as Peace Brook (in Millstone) and 
about 1690 Clement Plumstead obtained a grant for the land from Peace Brook 
down to Blackwell’s Mills. Portions of these tracts were sold and settled on from 
time to time; in 1738 there were already fifty families living within three miles of 
Millstone village. In 1693 Peter Sonmans obtained a deed for 36 square miles, 
covering most of Montgomery Township. On June 10, 1710 Sonmans sold the 
Harlingen tract of 9000 acres to a Dutch company of seventeen who settled here. 
In 1690 Thomas Hart received a patent for a tract on the Millstone River nearby; 
in $702 he sold 4000 acres to Gerardus and Adrian Beekman and associates, part 
of which was disposed of in 1727 to Christopher Hoagland. Three Reformed 
Churches were organized in this section, in {727 Harlingen, originally called the 
Church over the Millstone, in 1766 Hillsboro, formerly called New Millstone, and 
in 1752 Neshanic. 

The territory was originally a part of Middlesex County but the interests of 
the inhabitants of the two sections were found to vary sufficiently to warrant the 
separation of Somerset County as early as 1688, although it was dependent on the 
Middlesex courts until 1713, The division line between the counties was changed 
Seven times; a part of New Brunswick was transferred to Middlesex County as 
late as 1850. The county seat was established at Six Mile Run (Franklin Park) in 
$734, When the courthouse burned down in 4737, it was reerected at the present 
Millstone, then known as Somerset Court House, This was destroyed by the British 
during the Revolution, After the war the county seat was established at Somerville, 
then called Raritan. The Great Raritan Road was laid out in 1684 from Piscataway 
os Bound Brook and along the north bank of the Raritan River almost to Somer- 
ville, — — continued to the Raritan Branches two years later, A main highway 
a — . . from New Brunswick along the county line through the various 

miets in t ¢ cirection of Kingston, Princeton and Trenton. A road was laid from 
New Brunswick through Middlebush to Millstone, then d nk of the 
Millstone River to Rocky Hi bs hid ee ae RE EE 
cky Hill and the main highway near Kingston, A road from 
Somerset Court House (now Millstone) was opened through Neshanic to connect 
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with the Amwell Road in Hunterdon County, which ran down to the Delaware 
River at Lambertville. 

There is great variety of style in the Dutch houses of Somerset County. Most 
are of frame but several are of brick or stone. The gable roof is very prevalent. The 
few gambrel roofs are usually of the New England type, with the upper and lower 
slopes approximately equal in length, Only a few of the houses have overhanging 
eaves. On the prosperous farms or estates along the Raritan and Millstone Rivers a 
number of large, two story houses were built. These are in striking contrast to the 
more humble one and a half story farmhouses prevalent elsewhere. Their owners 
lived on a luxurious scale comparable to that of their fellow countrymen in New 
York City. 

Erskine’s Revolutionary surveys and a series of earlier and later maps were of 
invaluable aid in locating the early roads and houses and the names of their owners. 
The author is deeply grateful for contributions of land records and family history 
for the Staats and Lane—Brokaw houses by Lewis D. Cook, of land records of 
the Raritan River valley by Cornelius C. Vermeule, for information about the 
Raritan valley from Miss Marian Cushman and Charles Deshler, and about the 
Bedminster and Rocky Hill regions respectively from John Powelson and Thomas 
Barrowman. Extensive information drawn from the county histories and the 
Somerset Historical Quarterly has been supplemented by original research in 
the church and probate records. A few of the photographs were taken in $925 but 
the majority in 1933 after the completion of the field survey. 
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House of John Berrien; Washington’s Headquarters 
Rocky Hill 
PLATE 128 


The date of this house has always been taken from the fireback—1764, or when 
it has been misread—1734, It is possible that the house was erected at the earlier 
date, and the fireback added subsequently. On John Dalley’s undated map made 
shortly after 1745 is shown John Berrien’s house a short distance south of the road 
on the east side of the Millstone River. Thus if this house did not exist then, Berrien 
lived in another house on the site. 

The builder’s grandfather Cornelius Jansen’ Berrien was a Huguenot, a native 
of Berrien in the Department of Finisterre, France. He fled to Holland, whence he 
came to America, settled by 1669 at Flatbush and in 1685 at Newtown on Long 
Island, and died in 1689. He married Jannetje, daughter of Jan Stryker, one of the 
eatly leaders of Flatbush; after his death she married Samuel Edsall, widower. The 
son Peter’ Berrien, b. 1672, d. April 5, 1737, was a scholar, surveyor and large land- 
owner of Newtown; he married Aug. 10, 1706 his step-sister Elizabeth Edsall and 
had seven children, They were the parents of Judge John’ Berrien, b. Nov. 19, 3734, 
d. April 22, 1772, 

John Berrien came to Middlesex County, New Jersey, from Newtown, as a sur- 
veyor. He was taxed here in Franklin Township in 1735, and may have built the 
present house about this date. He was chosen Judge of Somerset County in $739 
and Justice of the Supreme Court in 1764; he also served as a trustee of Princeton 
University, which was situated not many miles from his home. His house, which he 
called Rockingham, stood on the east bank of the Millstone River, but was reached 
tr om the Princeton side across a ford and up a long private avenue of trees from a 
sin His first wife is believed to have been Mary, daughter of Samuel Leonar oda 

erth Amboy, He and his brother Judge Thomas Leonard of — pi nf 
a deal of property in and around Princeton, Kingston and ee lee Berrien 
sible that John Berrien obtained his land from his father-in- $722, d. 
ise Secondly Aug. 16, 1759 Margaret Eaton of a ae and 
°)93 she was the mother of his children. He died shortly before the tse 


les ur ied in th 8 y 2 
e Princeton University Cemetery: ; the end of 
the — Berrien’s widow was the hostess of are Weer ath to Nov. 10, 

+ Congress leased the place from her for his stay, qyhich was then 


1783, . LeSSs 
Washington lived here with his staff so as to be neat Cong 43% 
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ies of active warfare were 
inceton five miles away. Although the worries of 

aie he asia to get a bill passed for the relief of his a then 
Sel his best to keep them from open mutiny. It was _ t - hi ate " pow: 

his famous Farewell Address to the Army, a week before } es - han “ tm e 
it “Rocky Hill near Princeton, Nov. 2, $783” and first delivered i ny 

house. 
" am Berrien and Margaret Eaton had four sons and two ewe e eld. 
est son was Major John‘ Berrien, b, 1758, d. 18163 he fought at \ - a “ O " 
mouth and was an aide to Washington. After the war he settle at — ’ 
Georgia. It was at the Georgia home of his son John Macpherson oe 5 ~ pate 
General under Jackson, that Margaret Eaton Berrien died in 1839, age years, 
She is said to be buried in Burlington, She had previously advertised the property 
at Rocky Hill for sale in the newspapers, stating it contained 320 acres with out- 
houses and orchards, | 

Rockingham, the Berrien place at Rocky Hill, was bought from Mrs, Berrien 

by Frederick Cruser in April 1802. Frederick Cruser, b. 1766, was the son of Abra: 
ham and the grandson of Cornelius’ Krusen, who owned the well-known family 
home on the north shore of Staten Island (plate 40). Frederick married Catharine 
Van Dyke, and lived here at Rocky Hill until about 1830, when the place was sold 
to David H. Mount. He disposed of it Nov. }, 1872 to Martin Howell, whose exect- 


Co, It was then used for the quarters of 


ington Rocky Hill Headquarters Association June 17, 1897, and the house moved 
back a few hundred yards up the hill for 


greater safety, 

The house is a two Story frame structure which is 

Beautiful specimens of old panelling, old cupboards and 

the dining room (the southeast toom). The house is no 
furniture, some of which originally belonged to the 

Washington, The dated iron fireback is in 

Washington ig SUpposed to hay 


unusually well preserved. 
doors remain, especially in 
W filled with Revolutionary 
Berriens and were used by 
toom (the southwest room). 
the southeast chamber above 


the drawing 
e Written his address in 


¢ ? 2 comfort, wh 
rien <n and Washington’. officers to dine here 

Sketch made in 1848 ; a 
Revolution, y, 2 my “4 {S feproduced in Losging’s Pictorial Field Book of the 


© Rouse was then in hows 4 
two story house with a gable roof having very bad repair, The cut s 


Straight overhanging eaves on both sides 
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th the porch on the south front as it is today. At 
apes story wing with overshot roof and a chi eerie - = —_ wasa long, 
ing was sea! \ ai — when he _ to this region, - Possibly this 
The small two story frame wing on the east end a. 
Association’s caretaker; it blends very well “i hel hots “- in 1897 
4 detached stone building, was erected recently to replace “a “ _ 
The custodian, Thomas Barrowman, is very much interested in the acon ier = 
history and in local families. The village of Rocky Hill is on the west r vr its 
Millstone River. The Berrien house is near the east bank, halfway u th : Ape the 
the south side of the present road to New Brunswick. It connects ovith th , on 
Kingston road near Ten Mile Run. eee 


for the 
kitchens 


Berrien (?)—Pumyea House 
Old Rocky Hill Road, Rocky Hill 
PLATE 129 


The early history of this house is lost in obscurity. It is probable that it stood 
on the Berrien tract. Peter’ Berrien, Jr. (1714-1781), was a younger brother of Judge 
— Berrien of Rockingham (plate 128). Peter left Newtown, Long Island, and 
x me = Ten Mile Run, north of Kingston. He had a large tract, which ran down 
1738 he . Millstone River and is believed to extend beyond the Pumyea house, In 
Henry (1 ee pie Emmons who survived him, and had six children: Elizabeth, 
ried Nest a 06) married Cornelia Van Dyck, Cornelius, John (1753-5777) mar- 
wing) ie van Dyck, Sarah, and Anna. It is probable that the house (the old 

. fs built by one of his sons. 
Pumyea Pg is - page as the owner on a map of 1850, It is known as the Peter 
clieved to be the P one of its bedrooms is referred to as Peter’s bedroom. He is 
days (b, 1800) eter J: Pumyea, d. April 14, 1869, aged 68 years, 7 months, and 
Berrien, gf. Dec. 1 who lies buried in the Ten Mile Run Cemetery with his wife Ann 
house had p a : , 1858, aged 51 years, 10 months, 14 days (b. 1807). By 1873 the 
rimayea hs es ald our of the family. These two dates coincide with the Peter J. 
of. place from ~ phe as he had died in 1869. It is probable that he had received 
nog ets and ¢ is wife’s family. Since this time, the house has had a large number 
enants. Recently it was owned by the Snedekers and Condits, and is 


e é; 
tere. oo of Alfred G. Moment. 
ex, *Olutionary, - the house are old, but the east wing is the 0 
toa Ples stil] mabe Dutch oven, extending outside the house, 
About as far ing. The house stands on the north side of the old Rocky Hill 
toward the river as the road is now passable. This road, a dirt 


Idest and distinctly 
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lane, leaves the present Rocky Hill road (which leads to Judge Berrien’s house) 
short distance west of its junction with the Kingston-New Brunswick highway, and 
runs more directly west than the present road, It formerly connected with the Mi. 
stone River, and by a branch road with the river further north at Grigestown, 

The following item concerns the probable owner of this tract: among the dam. 
ages in Somerset County done by the Continental troops, for which claims were 
proved and allowed in the fall of 1782, was the claim of Peter Berrian deceased, to 
the effect that in November 1776 Continental carters had taken 35 window lights, 61 
panes of glass, and one broadcloth coat half worn; the account was brought in by 
his son John Berrian, and the value placed was £3.14.6. 


House of Andries Coejeman 
Raritan 


Barent Pieterse (Coejeman), the miller, emigrated to this country in 1639 and 
was employed at Rennselaerswyck, He later bought a large tract at the present Coey- 
mans, where he and many of his descendants lived. One of his sons was Andries’ 
Coejeman, probable builder of the house at Raritan. On June 3, 1716 at the Dutch 
church in New York, Andries Coejeman married Geertruy, daughter of Dr. Sam- 
uel Staats, and widow of Peter Nagel, whom she had previously married on May 
25, 3743. Andries and Geertruy had five children baptized at New York: Johanna, 
bap. 1718, d. 1786, married 1741 Dr. John Neilson of Raritan: Mayke, bap. 1720; 
Barent, bap. 1721; Samuel Staats, bap. 1724, and Geertruy, bap, 1726, married 
Abraham Lott. | : 

It was probably shortly after the birth of the youngest child that Andries Coe/e- 
man removed to the wilds of the upper reaches of the Raritan River. The exact 
date of purchase of this property is unknown. Part of the Indian deed of 1681, covet 
ing a large tract along the north bank of the river, was granted in 1683 to Graham 
and associates; the fourth quarter of this tract was in the possession of Andries 
Coejeman as early as 1736, the survey of 1736 showing that he owned 442% actes 
here, He has always been considered the builder of the brick house on this tract 
although the two dated stones, “S.C, 1732” and “S.S, 1736,” are not marked with 
his initials as was customary. He died not long after the house was erected; the 


of Andries Coejmans, gentleman of Somerset Co., dated 1739 and probated {74}, 
named his wife, only son (the elder son Barent had evidently died) and three daug™” 
ters, all under 21 years of age, and his brother-in-law Lewis Morris, Jr. 

The only surviving son was Samuel Staats’ Coejeman, bap. Jan. 29, 1724 at 
New York, d, 1785, married Aryantje Schuyler of New Brunswick, His estate alon8 
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the Raritan is mentioned in the relaying of the road 
oad ; 

, party of Hessians stopped here, took its owner fro sein During the Revolution 
while they ransacked and plundered the house. Thi m bed and tied him to a tree 

used his death. His onl An “ his exposure is beli rnin 
ca y son drew’ Coejeman b € eved to have 
fived and died in the family homestead and was b ted “Pe Sept. 27, 1772, d. 1804 
tied Jane Van Doren and had three sons ba sel 6 with his ancestors, He mar- 
Staats, Jacob Van Doren and John Neilson Coeje oe the Raritan Church: Samuel 

In 1800 Andrew Coejeman sold th 

huysen, and in {804 the house and west h tel " acres of the property to Freling- 
S, Vredenburgh. T al oo a See eee 

-Vredenburgh. The Dominie resided here until basics, joan 
John Gaston, who in 1837 sold it to Albert Camman Jock) hen ecu the qropecty te 
here and owned the house for a 7 Mirs. John Bartolette was born 

On the south sid "4 a ge part of the nineteenth century. 
middle of the east is hewene Wed “S. inscribed “S.C, 1732," and in the 
the dates of e matse S.S. 1736.” These were undoubted! 
“ lates 0 erection of the house. The initials are an enigma. We know that Andri Y 
; es 

7 = ape ae Ok 1736 if not earlier, therefore it is possible that the 
built of brick. It form oh 7 ecaployed by him to erect his hon. The house és 
slope bein - erly a gambrel roof of unusual proportions, the upper 
i,t i y steep and longer than the lower one. The basement is divided into 
as many as ten tooms. The main floor has a wide-arched hall and four 
interior was planned and fi ¢ sh d ‘ : as rooms, The 
ssiailenantcandl rentats tnished with an ideal of magnificence. The brick, interior 
Thee eset —s are supposed to have been brought largely from Holland. 
ieee haem ne y an old fashioned well and well sweep nearby. The lines of the 
half story to wo destroyed by the widening and enlarging of the upper 
The old lines of : complete second story the size and proportions of the main floor. 
stands on the ° the gambrel roof ate discernible in the brickwork of the ends. It 
Dutch Patsonsee. bank in a poor section of Raritan, some distance west of the old 
can be seen in - Views of the house in its better days and before its remodelling 

ew Jersey, y per set Co. Hist. Quarterly, Vv. 3, p. 24}, and in Northwestern 

9 Veo Fy P- ™ 


The Parsonage of the Reformed Dutch Church 


now at Washington Place, Somerville 


Somery; 
the ce ille was in early times a part of the village of Raritan, and was one of 
ted in lot No. 7 in 


Nters of 
the se settlement along the Raritan River. It was situa 
Graham and asso- 


nd Ind: 
“ates ndian deed of 1681, which was patented in 1683 to 
igned to Graham s 


On its i a] 
vision the second quarter of this lot No. 7 was ass 
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partner, John White, who sold to Tunison and he to Peter Van Nest. It later came 
into the hands of Cornelis Bogert, who on Jan. 25, $752 deeded the parsonage lot to 
the consistory of the Dutch Church, and on May 16, 1768 deeded the 114 actes 
adjoining and extending west to the Wallace-Miller farm (Washington’s Headquar- 
ters) to Rev. Jacob R. Hardenburgh. Before this, on May 18, 1749, the Raritan, 
Millstone and North Branch Churches called Rev. John Frelinghuysen to be their 
pastor, assuring him a salary and a suitable dwelling with 30 acres of land, which 
was later paid for by the consistories. 
The Frelinghuysens belonged to one of the Dutch-Westphalian border families, 
Rev. Theodorus Jacobus’ Frelinghuysen, b. 1671 at Wolfenbuttel, was a minister 
for a few year's in the Dutch church of Embden in East Friesland, before he came 
to this country in 1720. He settled at Three Mile Run near New Brunswick and had 
charge of the Dutch Churches of Middlesex, Hunterdon and Somerset Counties in 
New Jersey. All his five sons became Dutch ministers and his two daughters mar- 
ried ministers. His son Rev. John’ Frelinghuysen, b. 1720 at Three Mile Run, mar- 
ried Dinah Van Bergh, b. Feb. 10, 1725 at Amsterdam in Holland, daughter of Louis 
Van Bergh, a rich merchant. He was called to the ministry in 1749 and appointed 
to the Raritan, Millstone and North Branch Churches. A dwelling was promised 
him. The present parsonage was erected in 1751 (the dated cornerstone reads June 
7, 1751), supposedly under the directions of Dinah Van Bergh and with her money. 
Rev. John Frelinghuysen and his wife Dinah moved into it and used it not only as 
their home but also as a Theological Seminary. Rev. John Frelinghuysen lived to the 
age of only 34 years, dying in September, 1754, Shortly afterwards his widow was 
persuaded to marry Rev. Jacob Rutzen Hardenburgh, a pupil of her former husband, 
and a man many years her junior. They returned to the Raritan parsonage in 1758, 
~_ cree was called to fill the vacant pastorate. In 1763 they were joined 
freq ah owe ae Mrs. Van Bergh, They entertained General Washington 
dala. Ys her erved the Geach ot Few Branch oe et 
seuien aodlaliand ne " r veal New Brunswick, where he died in 1790, aged 5! 
1807, aged 81 s widow Dinah Van Bergh continued to live, and died March 26, 
OUs, ag years. The next occupant of the parsonage was Rev. Theodore Fre- 
ein pinc ay Romeyn, a nephew of Rev, John Frelinghuysen; hee come teers about 
sil Te ane Rev ee departure, 
nilied athe oaletiae as 7 about the time that Rev. John S, Vredenburgh was 
» aS he owned a house of his own, the old Coe} estea 
nearby (see supra). Dr. Swan bouch b oejeman hom 
to Dr. Peter I. Stryker, mormber oteny ce parsonage and land, and sold it in 18” 
, ol the Legislative Council, who died 1859. Josh 


Doughty (1799-1881) ca , 
a me to Somerville and in 1836 bought the old parsonag? ° 


HOUSES IN SOMERSET COUNTY 


Stryker. He and his son Joshua, Jr. lived here. It was finally so 
pe Aa October, 1912, to the New Jersey Central Railroad, tt is st der ey 
Frederick Frelinghuysen Chapter of the Daughters of the American Revolyt; — 
The Dutch parsonage originally stood in old Raritan village (now called § 

erville) south of the present Main Street and near the center of the village, In 1919 
it was purchased by the New Jersey Central Railroad with the intention of demol. 
ishing it for trackage space. Mainly through the efforts of Senator Joseph Freling- 
huysen it was removed in $913 to its present site, 1500 feet towards Raritan, and in 
{932 donated by him to the Society. The house is at present a large two story brick 
structure, surmounted by a modern, heavy, gable roof. The windows of the first 
floor are unusually long, and were undoubtedly cut down at some date. The only 
Dutch characteristic of the exterior of the house in its present condition is the old 
double door with bottle glass eyes. Views of the house when it had a nineteenth 
century porch running the length of the front and before the low two story service 
wing was demolished can be seen in Somerset Co. Hist. Quarterly, v. 2, p. 161, 
and in Northwestern New Jersey, v. J, p. 208. The wing was similar to that of the 
Frelinghuysen house nearby (plate 133), and originally the main house probably 
resembled the Van Vechten house, also nearby (plate 139). The house is now situ- 
ated on Washington Place, a stone’s throw from the Wallace-Miller house which 
was occupied by Gen. Washington during the Revolution. 


House of Hendrick Fisher 
Canal Road, South Bound Brook 


John Inians and associates purchased from the Indians for Lady Elizabeth 
Carteret a tract along the south side of the Raritan River from Bound Brook south- 
east to Lawrence Brook; they laid out the Raritan lots in 168!, consisting of 500 
actes each with a half mile of river frontage. Three of the lots at the north end had 
by 1685 come into the possession of William Dockwra, one of the East Jersey Pr al 
Prietors, By birth a Scotchman, he was a merchant in London and an extensive 

downer in New Jersey; he never came to America, performing his duties as Sec- 
‘etary of the Board of Proprietors by deputy. The statement that the Fisher —_ 
ha built by him in 1688 is therefore erroneous. He is believed to “~ tle 
Stat a here on the Raritan River to Hendrick Visscher about oe of she 
adjoin ent likewise seems to be incorrect. The property lies to the “i ee aie 
still ae Staats lands (plate 136), deeds to which show that the Fisher ? wien 

Wned in 1722 by William Dockwra, was owned in 1738 pat tly by Jaco 


h 
uns the other part lately by Robert Lurting, and in 1769 by Hendrick Fisher ‘or 
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first mention of the latter in Somerset County was his election to the Assembly in 
1740; he probably owned the place by this time. 

The father, Hendrick’ Visscher, Sr., emigrated from the Lower Palatinate by 
way of Holland and is believed to have died Oct. 17, 1749, at his home on the Raritan 
River, Evidently he did not purchase the Dockwra property about 1703. It is pos- 
sible that he lived across the river in Piscataway Township until a few years before 
his death, when he may have moved to his son Hendrick’s home on the Somerset 
side of the river. The following three references probably apply to him although 
possibly to his son: In 1739 he was named an executor of a will, in which he was 
termed a resident of Piscataway. In 1748 he was listed as a freeholder of Piscataway, 
but absent. On July 13, 1748, an advertisement appeared in the New York Gazette 
for a 200 acre farm for sale on the east (i.e. Piscataway) side of the Raritan River, 
6 miles above Brunswick, with a dwelling house having two fireplaces, and with 
barn and orchard; those interested were to apply to Hendrick Visser living near the 
premises, This may have been the homestead of the emigrant Hendrick. 

The son Hendrick’ Visscher or Fisher, b. 1697 in the Lower Palatinate, d. Aug. 
46, 1779 in the 82nd year of his age, and lies buried on his farm on the Raritan River 
(this date on the tombstone is obviously an error in either month or year, as his will 
was probated May 15, 1779). The family name gradually became anglicized and in 
later years Hendrick used the form Fisher. The homestead was probably built by 
him in the second quarter of the eighteenth century: he did not own the land in 
4738 and was in possession in 1769. The first reference to him in Somerset County 
is in 740 when he was elected to the Assembly, but not considered eligible as he 
had been naturalized only the year before, By trade he was a farmer and mechanic. 
He became a member of the Dutch Church of New Brunswick in $723 and was a 
faithful worker and leader in the church for fifty-eight years, He was Judge of the 
Court of Common Pleas, a member of the Colonial Assembly for thirty years and 


td Howe offered full pardon to those who would give up 
th t ae excepted Hendrick Fisher, his neighbor 

other, as being beyond pardoning. After the battle of Bound 
Brook early in 1777, the victorious British army marched to New Brunswick, and 


on their way raided Hendrick Fistor’ 
cattle, He died tw, , ee Fisher’s house and drove away over twenty head of 


ater and was great] — te 
tributed property and lecacies + reatly mourned, In his will of 1778 he dis 
dren; among his sesuubiien fo to his family, naming his wife Elizabeth and his chil- 


tend Abraham Staat f the house 
f S, OWNer of the ho 
- Owever, renounced the executorship, 
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endrick Fisher’s wife was Elizabeth (Lybete or Libshe) Bri 
Vv Pra Hendrickse Bries of Breuckelen and later of Piscataay Townshey Mes 
dlesex Co» (he died 4773-72). Hendrick and Elizabeth had eleven children, all bap- 
tized at the New Brunswick or Raritan churches, between 1723 and 1746: Hendrick 
Jr. of Bound Brook, whose wife was Effie; Elizabeth, wife of John Field; Volkert, 
“ho married Elizabeth Smith; Mary, wife of Jacob Fulkerson, concerning whom 
Andrew Johnston, surveyor, wrote on April 25, 1753: “Jacob Folkerse, Mr. Fisher’s 
- son-in-law; spoake to me about the place he lives on and wants to have 50 acres of 
which I told him he could hardly expect; consented to 


John Smyth's land joined to it, 
fet him stay this year but chuse not to leas to him; he has the carractor of an idle 


fellow’; Nellie, wife of Hendrick Suydam; John, who married Margaret McCrae; 
Minne, died in infancy; Minne: Abraham of Lamington; Margaret, wife of Dr. 
Austin Craig; and Jeremiah, who inherited the residue of his father’s real and 


personal estate. 
The homestead farm passed to the youngest son Jeremiah’ Fisher, bap. Sept. 
1, 1746, d. Jan. 9, 1807. He married by license of Dec. 9, 1769, Catharine Brokaw, 
b. Oct. 28, 1749, d. Jan. 6, 1832 and both were buried on the family farm; they had 
four sons and five daughters. They doubtless lived on the homestead until Jeremiah 
d and conducted the Middle- 


sold it in 1796 to Creighton McCrae. Jeremiah owne 
one time. The Fisher house was occupied about 


town Hotel in Bound Brook at 
y Claude Goodsell. The present 


$875 by Isaac A. Brokaw and was owned in 1914 b 
owner is Frederick L. Rossman. 


: The house is a one and a half story structu 
tel roof with no overhang. Long old windows, stoop and three (later) dormers are 


— shown in the photograph in the Somerset Co. Hist. Quarterly, v. 2; P- J. The 

chang was remodelled recently with diamond-paned window groupings and other 

- which alter its character sadly. The house is on the southwest side of the 

old Re m- about one mile south of the river crossing at South Bound Brook. The 
Y the . atonary toad led along the banks of the Raritan River and was displace 
7 in 1834, The present turnpike was cut through in 1823 and is variously 

ton A in Street in South Bound Brook, Canal Road, Easton Turnpike, — 
the venue in New Brunswick. The Fisher house is a short distance south o 


St 
ats house on the river (plate 136). 


Gulick (?)—Ditmars House 
Road to Blawenburg, Harlingen 
. Little: PLATE 130 
€ 1s a 4 
* the divisi oe of the history of this house. The county f oad on which # mp 
N line between the Hart and Harlingen tracts. Unless the course ° 
4 


re of frame, covered by a wide gam- 
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the road has been changed at this particular point, the house stands on the extreme 
west end of the 4000 = tract granted in 1690 to Thomas Hart and Walther Ben. 
thal. It extended from the Millstone River near Griggstown westward to the Har. 
lingen tract, and was sold by Hart in 1702 to Gerardus Beekman and his ASSOCiateg, 
Again, unless the course of the road has been changed here, this house is undoubt. 
edly the same as the one shown on Erskine’s Revolutionary map on the northeast 
corner of the meeting place of the road from Sourland (now Harlingen) to Rock 
Mill and Ringoes and of the road to Garrison’s Tavern, west of Somerset Courthouse 
(now Millstone), the house being marked on this map Youim Heuleck ( , or Heu- 
luk ?, the spelling is not clear). It is probable that this is a phonetic rendition of the 
name Joachim Gulick, 


It is believed that a Joachim Gulick emigrated to this country in 1653 and set- 
tled by 1737 at Six Mile Run in New Jersey (some miles to the east of Harlingen 
and on the opposite side of the Millstone River); he is stated to have had four sons, 
Benjamin, Henry, John and William, of whom the latter three lived in Franklin 
Township (of which Harlingen was then a part) at the end of the eighteenth cen- 
tury. This account obviously confuses several generations, The family was very 
numerous about Rocky Hill to the south, 


The hesitancy in ascribing this house to the Gulick family, in spite of Erskine’s 
map, is due to the fact that there yet stands, on the opposite or northwest corner of 
the county road, a small stone house built in 1752 by Derick Gulick; it is possible 
that the course of the road has been straightened and that this was the house men- 
tioned by Erskine, Derick Gulick was church master of the Harlingen Church in 
$759, but for some reason no member of the family seems to have had children bap- 
tized here, We are ignorant of his age; it might have been a son of his, Joachim, who 
owned his house during the Revolution. It (that is, the stone house) was owned in 
4790 by Isaac Amerman, who removed to Cayuga County in 1806, 


| To return to the frame house in question, our first positive information is that 
“4 was owned in 4850 by Peter Ditmars, About this time, Henry Ditmars lived up 
the mountain to the west, and another Ditmars lived nearby between them on the 


till exists although impassable at one point. 
t this region, Many of the Ditmars family 
g the nineteenth century. In 1873 the house 


890s by Enoch Cain. It is now owned by Mrs 
eased out, 


settled throughout this territory durin 
was owned by H. Stryker and in the J 
Julia Haelig of Bound Brook and is | 


an irregular one story frame structut? 


with a small portion of stone, It ig still used as a farmhouse, It stands on the notth- 
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corner of the country road to Blawenburg and the road to Harlingen, and is one 
a he latter village. 


mile west of t 


House of Gisbert Lane 
south of North Branch, Bridgewater Township 
PLATE 131 


In the division of the fourth Indian deed of Nov. 19, 1681, Lot No. 48 consisted 
of 1650 acres on the east side of the North Branch of Raritan River, extending from 
its junction with the South Branch northward beyond North Branch village. Lot 
No, 48 was surveyed for Lord Neill Campbell and eventually passed into the hands 
of Daniel D, Dunster, who sold a large portion in the middle of the tract to Gisbert 
Lane about 1730, 

The ancestor of the family, Thys or Mathys Jansen Laenen van Pelt, emi- 
grated in the Rosetree in 1663 from the province of Liege in North Belgium, with 
his wife and four children, and settled at New Utrecht on Long Island, With him 
was his brother Theunis, whose descendants retained the name of Van Pelt (see 
plate 21). Adriaen? Lane, b. about 1672 in New Utrecht, d. after 1738, was a 
younger son of Thys, the emigrant, born in this country. He married Martyntje, 
daughter of Hendrick Smock, and secondly Jannetje, daughter of Ferdinandus Van 
Syckelen, Adriaen left New Utrecht for Middletown in Monmouth Co., New Jer- 
sey, and by 1711 had removed to Hunterdon County. That year he bought 450 acres 

neat Holland’s Brook, not far from Readington and west of the confluence of the 
North and South Branches of Raritan River. Thirteen children have been ascribed 
to him, including Gisbert (Guisbert, Gilbert), b. ——, d. 1762-63, married by 1723 
° or Hannah Loveritz, 

a 2 ot about 1730 Gisbert Lane purchased the above tract on the gery 

posed § “a River in Somerset County, not very far from the lands o 7 su 

house a “ in Hunterdon County. Gisbert Lane built thereon the pr a“ — be 

Somerset — and settled here. He was a Judge of the Court of rae of 1762 

Cisbert left 7 in 1742, He had two sons and three compas. siesta il 
Sn Wit; the south part of his plantation to his son Arie and the ri ee had in- 
hetited fe In 1791 William mortgaged a 300 acre plantation a weet’ 
j om ather; this and later conveyances show that Williams p 


neludeg he Brokaw 
house, Pye’ brick house to the north (plate 132), which + Ones and the old house 


resy : 
Videnth, ably his brother Arie also received about 300 titan Lane’s 
house al . on the southern portion which Arie inherited. ag nic O 
the ty, OWN On Erskine’s Revolutionary map, possibly haces See 7 


© brot 
hers were considered as one tract. gaz 
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ie’ , b. about 1726, d. 1780, married his first cousin Lucretia, daughte, 
of Abetiwe Lote of Middlesex County (will 1760). They had two daughters and 
one son, the latter inheriting the homestead. He was Guisbert or Gilbert A.’ Lane 
of Bridgewater Township, who married and had two daughters, Hannah and Jane, 
The 1737 house had passed out of the family by 1850 when the owner was Lewis 
Anderson. He sold it about 1856 to David Dunn, the owner in J 860. The farm 
passed to his only son John R, Dunn, and is now owned and occupied by one of his 
children, Matthew H. Dunn, oe | 
The house is built of roughly cut, flat fieldstones, It is one story in height, with 
a gable roof, Iron figures on the south front below the eaves bear the date of erection, 
$737, of which the first two figures are shown in the photograph, the last two fig- 
ures being hidden by the modern porch. The house is on the east bank of the North 
Branch of Raritan River, one and a quarter miles south of the church at North 
Branch village, and south of the railway. Formerly the road was nearer the river, 
between the house and the barns, but now it runs behind the barns. 


Lane—Brokaw House 
south of North Branch, Bridgewater Townshi p 
PLATE 132 


Although known as the Brokaw house, becatise Gen. Washington is supposed 
to have ridden here in 1779 to condole with the widow of Lt. John Brokaw, it is 
probable that this family did not own it at this early period. It is possible that 
William Lane (727-1797) built the house: he lived here during a part of his life 
at least and his family cemetery is in the adjoining field, William Lane’s house is 
marked on Erskine’s Revolutiony map, although it is not positive whether this is 
the house referred to or the one just to the south which had previously been owned 
m4 his father Gisbert Lane (plate 131), as only one of these two houses is shown of 

e map, 
The ancestor of the Brokaw family was Bourgeon? Broucard, a Huguenot, who 


emigrated in 1675 from Manheim on the Rhi tthe Lite went ! bre, 
and settled on Long Island, Among we With his wife Catharine Le Fe 


his sons was John’ Br er, bap. 

Nov. 14, 1680 at Flatbush, d. 1740 in Somerset a New ‘een eon It is 

probable that he settled near Millstone at an early dates six of his eight children 

were baptized at Raritan (then the nearest church) between $705 and 1717 and 

m7 9 a tn at 7 new Harlingen Church nearby, Various properties 

sboroug * Somerset Co,, are menti f f his 

estate, One of his daughters, Femmetje Broka, ied orca hbor Toha Seal 

and lived west of Millstone in Hillsborough Twp.; they were the sates of Abra- 
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ham Staats builder of 
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Brook (pl second 
alk on 136). John Broka portion of the S 
th, who renounced th er was survi taats hom 
stone River and Pat) ater I'wp and h favor of ager Sarah 7 
This son John oad to Ro is wife M e1dest so an Middles- 
—* B ycetield, ary; n John; ; eS 
lived in Bri ieewets roecka or John’ B property er 107 acres ny in 1787 
b r To ‘ roka abl the Mi 
; ich 325 acres on the s ae Somerset pene bap Oct. 2%, 1 his father’ - 
which he h outh si Gintet te » 26, J * 
which eater in 1762 side of the road rely his aimee d. 1803-04 
Maretye or M by his executor a f which he still Pluckemin to B consisted a 
1747); she w any? daughter of 7 he mother of ill owned 110 acr ound Brook 
Broka orgun, John’s 9, when she joi eave of Freeh is children w 
w, St., menti second wif joined he old (see his wi as 
tio ' ]@ th is 
— his son — his wife Cath was Catharine —? in a sale of me of 
S 4 , arin e % H P and 
ag pa “hag a am his grandam johns will of 1803 John, 
= Dyke an Arsda of Woodbri , son of hi J ohn 
Township = Spor Field. 7 — Hendrecy — Brogun or see John 
served j » Stated in hi ane younge t we arah V » Richard, his 
heather ( the Revoluti . meee papers cai he Richard’ Bro or Mary 
the ar eae vas flied in the for his brothe . — Sept. 17 fanny rior 
ty tiie 3 ed in thi in the b tr Benjami ‘ , that h 
ba hus identified rhe: battle was eles Se of Germantown, T and that his Stent 
Pp. 1733 ™ he D., A R Brokaw h = he only m 
J » son of Abrah .R. papers wrongl , whose position i ember of 
ship — Broclca or B am. ) Sly state that —— the the family tree 
e j 2 
atthe B Co, Militia, C é was appointed Fen a farmer in Brid 
yA attle of e : apt. Ten E > ieutenant in h gewater Town- 
Urie ermantown yck Ss Com the First Reet 
made, William L . He died intestate he. y, and was killed a it at 
ice ane, and his wi , the invent . 4, 1777 
der Ver Lane — — commas donk Mary was ST tel at ——_ 
ft Lt e during h administratri 
Ya et parent . John’ Brokaw’ g her widowhood, unti ix. 
fines eo age is unkn are wife was M — she married 
Ratits : this hoot ig bon ri ius pet indirect proof prvnpe oe Mary) Van 
‘ : John VY )e John e estate and b name is shown 
»H and Ma Y several children beari 
Phet. ce.) (1761- ty Brokaw had nine chi eating the 
ies se wife of “a 1834) of Hillsborou hg children (many bap. at 
Orp li Van Nest seph Stull, Peter, M en eof Ferdinand, Michael 
h fam Lane ct By licen “Mary wife of Dr. Bogatt and 
ane of S se of Nov. 3 1783 M gatts Ann 
omerset County Tr j ary Brokaw (the widow) 
In 1796 a suit was brought in the 


S Co 
urt 6 
y John B 
rok 
aw against William Lane and Maria his wife, late 
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Maria Brokaw, administratrix of John Brokaw, deceased, to force them to rendey an 
account of the personal estate of said John Brokaw, deceased. a 

Lt. John Brokaw, Jr., lived in Bridgewater Twp., either with his father, or on 
a farm of his own, the location of which is unknown. The strong tradition that Gen. 
eral Washington rode to the brick house south of North Branch in 1779 to console 
the widow of John Brokaw, Jr., suggests that his home was here. However, this 
was the home of William Lane at the end of the eighteenth century and presumably 
earlier, His father, Gisbert Lane, built the house a short distance to the south (plate 
$31) and willed the north portion of his plantation to his son William, who probably 
thus inherited the land on which the brick house stands; his family burial ground 
is in the field adjoining the brick house, and his first wife, who died in 1777, is buried 
here, indicating that he probably owned this property as early as this date. It is very 
possible that William Lane built this house about the time of his first marriage 
(3750), that Mary Brokaw went to reside with him (as housekeeper?) when she 
became a widow in 1777 because his wife had just died and he was a friend of the 
Brokaw family (William had taken the inventory of John Brokaw’s estate), and 
that she married him in 1781, Even if Washington visited the Widow Brokaw else- 
where, the tradition could have become attached to the brick house since she later 
lived here for so many years. 

William’ Lane, b. May 27, 1727, d. Oct. 14, 1797, married first June 20, 1750 
Jannetje Rappelyea, d. Feb. 7, 1777, aged 46 years, 3 mos., and had two sons and 
five daughters, He had another son by his second marriage (by license of Nov. 3, 
1783) to Mary Brokaw who, according to the above records was Mary (Maria or 
Marytje) Van der Veer, widow of Lt. John Brokaw. She is not buried on the place 
with her husband and stepchildren, but is believed to be the Maria Lane on whose 
estate administration was granted Jan. 7, 1813, 

William Lane was a farmer of means; the births of seven slaves are recorded in 
his family Bible, On Sept. 1, {791 William Lane of Bridgewater Twp., and Mary 
nt _ mortgaged a 300 acre plantation “which was devised to said William Lane 
4 hi er will of Gilbert Lane, deceased,” beginning at the east side of the North 

—s Raritan River at the uppermost corner of the land of Gilbert A. Lane 
(son of Arie, who was William’s brother and seems to have inherited the hous¢ 


the south by Gilbert A, Lane. In 1797 William Lane bequeathed his Laie one hal 


to his son Tunis, and the other half to his wife and eventually to their son Abraham 
stating that he had already deeded a farm to his son Gilbert. In 1799 Tunis Lane 
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toaged a 90 acre tract, part of the former plantation of Will 
- ol ae side of the North Branch River and north of Abraham rete sary 
either inherited more or purchased additional land adjoining on the north re 
heirs later sold his farm of 182 acres. In 1804 Abraham Lane mortgaged a nay is 
tract south of Tunis Lane and north of John Bennet’s land, formerly William 
Lane’s; Abraham had disposed of it by 1835 when it was owned by Jacobus Scone 
In his will dated 1830 and probated 1840, Abraham’ Lane divided his lands we 
estate between his three sons and four daughters, including “the farm where I now 
five, lying on the north side of the stage road”; thus Abraham did not live on his 
father’s and grandfather Lane’s land. These several tracts along the river prob- 
ably amount to more than 300 acres; thus William Lane (or possibly his son Tunis) 
may have purchased land in addition to his inheritance. It is therefore possible that 
the brick house was once John Brokaw’s but not probable, especially since William 
Lane’s wife, who died in 1777, is buried on the farm. 

The brick house stands on Tunis Lane’s tract, where he and others of his 
family are buried. Tunis’ Lane (1763-1834) was a bachelor and bequeathed his 
entire estate equally to his brother Gilbert W. Lane and his five sisters, Hannah wife 
of Hendrick Field, Jane wife of Jacob Ten Eyck, Sarah wife of Hendrick Vroom, 
Mariah wife of George McGowen, and Elizabeth Lane single, and their heirs, stat- 
ing “to my half brother, Abraham Lane, nothing, because he had the half of all my 
father’s estate when my brother and sisters got little or nothing.” On Jan. 3, $835 the 
devisees of Tunis Lane conveyed “the farm and real estate of the said Tunis Lane,” 
consisting of 182 acres, “excepting and reserving the graveyard as now enclosed 
with posts and rails,” bounded west by the North Branch of Raritan River, for 
$1,010 to Albert C. Voorhees of Hillsborough Twp.» who had purchased it at public 


sale the month previous. 
In 1837 Voorhees sold most of this land in various 
tract on the river, excepting the Burial Ground, and also 67 act 
the east for $6,026.59 to Isaac Polhemus of Montgomery Twp., who the —— 
conveyed the 80 acre tract, excepting the burial ground, lor meet t h se 
. Voorhees of Hillsborough Twp. The latter probably moved om _ nfd the 
80 © was a resident of Bridgewater Township at his death. acral A ril 5 
acte tract on the east side of the river, excepting the burial ST . 54 t J ohn 

8 to James P, Brokaw of Hillsborough Twp» who disposed le - ii an 
etthow, and he in turn conveyed it on Jan. 4, 1859 for oe. y aati tin 
the br; m Voorhees Nevius of Branchburg Twp. hee ene bd Anna Maria, 
tick house with their parents. On Feb. 10, 1864 Abraham gan 


Ugh reat-grand- 
Shter of Henry B, Staats and Hannah Field (the latter was @ g 445 
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daughter of William Lane and his first wife). Abraham Nevius bought out the 
and removed to Cordova in 


interest of his brother in 1866 but sold the farm in 1883 
Maryland. It was later purchased by Chauncey Brokaw, who is stated to have occu- 
pied the house formerly William Lane’s. The present owner is Harry Sally. 

The house is a long, low, brick structure, with brick three-centered arch heads 
over the windows and a low-pitched gable roof. The old twelve-pane window sashes 
and old door remain on the south front. The house is on the east bank of the North 
Branch of Raritan River, one-half mile south of the church at North Branch village. 

Middagh (?)—Frelinghuysen House 
treet and Wyckoff Avenue, Raritan 


PLATE 133 


now at Somerset S 


This house (also the Dutch church parsonage and the Coejeman house) stands 
on Lot No. 7 of the Indian deed of 1681, which was patented Feb. 3, 1683 to Graham 
and associates. In the subdivision of this lot No. 7, which consisted of 1,904 acres, 
the third quarter was assigned to James Graham, who sold it Oct. 26, 1693 to Peter 
Van Nest, who deeded it to his son-in-law Derrick Middagh on May }, 3709. Dirck 
or Derrick Aertse Middagh, bap. March 3, 1672 in New York, d. 1716, married 
Catalina, daughter of Peter Van Nest, and came to Raritan late in 1698 and bought a 
farm on the Raritan River from his father-in-law ten years later. On this large farm 
still stand several old houses: from west to east they are the Frelinghuysen house, 
the Duykinck-Cornell house, the Mann house, the present site of the Dutch church 
parsonage, and the Wallace-Miller house. 

Senta ta — ee cr by Dirck’s eldest son Cornelius Middagh, bap. 

33, at Breukelen, d. 1778. He served with the New Jersey militia in the 
colonial wats and was a commissioner of highways. He is believed to have lived in 
of his wi 47 coal ies in his will of 1778, he directed that after the death 
ged ve = ~~ S — be sold and the proceeds divided between his children. 
ito sh of his farm to his brother George in 1734, George Middagh, bap- 

at Raritan, lived where the Cornell h 

aun ma * ouse stands and kept a tavern there for 
ne years; public meetings were held here 1750-56; th hn 
Arison in 1765, It is probable that thi ; the tavern was sold to Js 
Victor at this tavern was the old, low wing of the presen! 
ictorian house, which came into the hands of Ri eo ! 
Frederick Frelingh s of Richard Duykinck, and later of Rev. 
' ghuysen Cornell: it stands near the ri th 
middle of the eighteenth century a stone h e river on Granetz Place. In tf 
where lived another brother Dire! Midds ouse stood at the foot of Middagh Street 
Dirck Middagh lived here until he rT gh, bap. 1703 at Raritan, whose son Col. 
sold it in 1795, The present house, a two story 


frame structure with pleasing [i 
- pleasing lines, was probably built about this time or possibly 
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not until the land was bought in 1833 by John M. Mann. George Middagh, men- 
tioned above, sold land in the east part of the tract in 1765 to Rev. Jacob Harden- 
burgh, who sold it in $775 to John Wallace of Philadelphia; his son William built 
his home here in $778, which was occupied early in the Revolution by Gen, Wash- 
ington as his headquarters, and sold in 180! to Dickenson Miller. Still another 
brother Tunis Middagh, bap. 1705, lived at the opposite or west end of the tract, 
neat the Coejfeman property. These were the homes of the sons of the first Dirck 
Middagh who came to Raritan. 

On Erskine’s Revolutionary map is a house marked Col, Frelinghuysen’s, 
which stands on the bank west of the island in the Raritan River, west of a stream 
and of Raritan village. It is probable that the house so designated is the one known 
as the Frelinghuysen homestead, and may be the one (or on the site of the one) 
occupied by Cornelius Middagh. The house was probably built about the time of 
the war. Colonel, later General, Frederick’ Frelinghuysen, was a son of Rev. John 
Frelinghuysen, and was born April 13, 1753 at the Dutch church parsonage (see 
supra) at Raritan village (now Somerville). It is probable that he is the Colonel 
referred to on the map, since his son John later owned the house. His home was on 
the Millstone River near Weston, but he may not have removed there until later, 
one account stating not until about 1787. Frederick was a brilliant lawyer. He was 
actively engaged in the battles of the Revolution, was a member of the Provincial 
Congress of New Jersey, of the Continental Congress and the United States Senate. 
He died April 13, 1804 and lies buried at Weston. He was married twice, to Ger- 
trude Schenck, d, March 1794, aged 41 years, and to Ann Yard, 

Frederick’s son General John‘ Frelinghuysen was a lawyer, philanthropist, and 
Brigadier General of the militia, serving in the War of 1812, He was born in $775 
(supposedly at Millstone) and resided after his maturity at Raritan; he died April 
0, 1833 in his 58th year and lies buried at Somerville. He married first Louisa 

etcer, who died shortly afterwards, and secondly Elizabeth Van Vechten, who as 
4 widow married John I, Gaston. Gen. John Frelinghuysen had six children by - 
“ond marriage: his sons Theodorus and Frederick lived nearby; two of a 
— married; his remaining two daughters, Catharine and Sarah, en re 
lots - continued to occupy their father’s home at Raritan. The "| SO 

© in 1924 to Mr, Glazier, whose widow Mrs. Ida Glazier now owns uo it 
¢ house is not typical and is a veritable mansion compat ed to the hema wan | 
of Dutch hot YP brick with an early nineteenth 
ode ses. It is a two story structure of yellow bric A wide 

ty doorwa claee? da more modern gable dormer. fA 
hall is flank y, a neo-classic portico, and a ! ‘tings. The roofline at 
ed on either side by large rooms with very high ceilings. 


th is pre- 
» Sable end is the only part of the exterior which suggests that the house is we 
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revolutionary. The low, frame wing on the west was built for slave quarters Iti 
possible that the house was not in existence at the time of the Revolution; + may 
have been built by Gen. John Frelinghuysen. At one time the house is supposed to 
have been used as a tavern and also as a prison, The house formerly stood nearer the 
river bank. It was recently moved back a short distance to the main road, Somerset 


Street. 
House of Johannes Moelich (Mellick) 
Road to Peapack, Far Hills 
PLATE 134 


This house is north of the main Dutch settlements in central New Jersey and 
east of the principal German settlements; it stands near the Revolutionary road from 
Pennsylvania to Morristown via Coryell’s Ferry. Johannes Moelich was born Feb, 
26, 1702 at Bendorf on the Rhine, whither his parents had come from Winningen, 
He grew up and became a tanner and burgher of good repute. There he married 
Nov. J, 1723 Maria Catherina, daughter of Gottfried Kirberger, burgomaster of 
Bendorf, b. Jan. 6, 1698, d. Oct. 17, 1763. They emigrated in 1735 with four children 
and his brother Gottfried from Rotterdam to Philadelphia. They settled in New 
Jersey, in $747 along the Delaware River, and in 1750 in Readington Township, 
where he established a tannery. 

On Nov. J, $753 Johannes Moelich bought from George Leslie of Perth Amboy 
367 acres of wild land (part of the tract patented to Johnston and Willocks in 1703), 
having a frontage of three-quarters of a mile on the North Branch of the Raritan 
River above Lesser Crossroads (the old name for Bedminster). He paid £324 down, 
and the balance of £202 and £228 within six months. He immediately took posses- 
sion, erecting a temporary log structure for winter occupancy. Early the following 
spring the cellar and foundations for the house were laid across the way. The stone 
was hauled from a quarry on the tract and roughly dressed; the mortar was carried 
rd ws eeod err on her head to the masons at work, The building progressed undet 

on of Caspar Berger, a German stone mason and redemptioner, who built 

many of the early houses in the vicinity. Nearby on Peapack Brook was established 
a — y and bark mill, which was operated for over one hundred years, Here 
penne Bodlich lived the rest of his days with his six children (two more had been 
Lutheran cheek a Nov. 16, 1763, He was an active member of the Zion 
a of central N ic which supplied the pastoral needs of the 
he stone house, tannery and 200 acr nt ons : 

reich, whose name was anglicized to Same “A ce 7 — 7 " ag 
” one — & Apell 7, 1809 at Bedminster » married Charlotte Miller, > 
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May 14, 1734, d. March 43, 1802. He was a leader of the county, a member of th 
Bedminster Committee of Observation and Inspection during the Revolution One 
of his two sons, Daniel’ Melick, b. Oct. 28, 1763 in the old house, died here Jul 9, 
1315, aided and later succeeded his father as tanner and farmer and owner of ithe 
homestead. In 1785 he married Margaret Gaston of Bedminster and had ten chil- 
dren; in 1808 he married secondly Catharine Johnston, widow of Othniel La Rue 
and had two more children. Again widowed, Catharine bought and settled nearby 
two years after Daniel’s death. Four of her husband’s children made their home in 
the old stone house: Charlotte, a spinster, John, David (5798-1870) who was a 
bachelor, a man of probity and honor, and the head of the house although not the 
eldest, and Daniel, also a bachelor and a semi-invalid, Still another child of Daniel’s 
was Mary’? Mellick (1796-1833) ; in 1826 she married Peter Sutphen of Bedminster, 
a neighbor, and had two sons. The younger was William P. Sutphen, b. Aug. 8, 
1832: after the early death of his mother, and the remarriage of his father, he was 
taken by his Aunt Charlotte to the old stone house, where he continued to live and 
eventually succeeded his uncle David to the Mellick homestead. The present owner, 
J. Macy Willetts of New York, occupies the old stone house from time to time. 

It is interesting to compare this house of a German immigrant with the stone 
houses of the Dutch. It is similar and yet different from the style evolved by them 
in this country. Like theirs, it is a one and a half story structure of undressed stone, 
covered by a gambrel roof, but there is no suggestion of the beautiful curve and 
overhang of the roof developed by the Dutch. On the other hand, the arched window 
openings and the quarter-circle attic lunars emphasized by the rough stone trim give 
a rugged grace to this house which is absent from the others. The house has been 
greatly changed by the addition of wing, dormers and porches. It stands on the side 
of a hill near the northwest bank of the North Branch River, on the west side of the 
toad to Peapack. It is a short distance north of Far Hills village. 


Quick House 
near North Branch, Bridgewater Township 
PLATE 135 


the ae No. 58 in the Indian deed of 1681 consisted of 952 acres on the east side of 
0 hie Branch River by the bend above the village of North Branch. This lot 
wae surveyed Aug. 14, 1693 for Ann West; she was the daughter of Gov. 
“he Rudyard, and married John West as the first of her three husbands. Her 
tis, s + to the possession of the Duchess of Gordon, whose agent, Gouverneur Mor- 
ieee, acres of it April 1, 1801 to John Van Derveer. He divided it with his 


SOn-{ ‘ 
“inlaw Abraham Quick. That year they both came from Ten Mile Run near 
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Kingston; John built and settled on the larger north portion of the tract, and Abra- 
) where he lived until he died, 


ham settled on the smaller south portion (230 acres 
Abraham’s father, Col, Abraham Quick (1732-1805) was a patriot and served 
in the Revolution; his home was at Ten Mile Run. One of his children by his first 
wife, Matilda Wyckoff, was Tunis Quick who bought the Ryerson homestead near 
Three Bridges, not far from Flemington (plate 160). One of Abraham’s children by 
his second wife Charity was Abraham Quick, Sr. b. 1774, d. Dec. 29, 1866, aged 92 
years, 9 months and 17 days, married June 59, {799 Mary Van Derveer, b. Jan. 10, 
1780, d. April 11, 1866, aged 86 years, 3 months, and } day. Her parents were John 
Van Derveer, Sr., b. Oct. 3, $752, d. June 16, 1813, and his wife Jane Van Pelt, d, 
Feb. 22, 1813, aged 58 years, J0 months and 15 days. All four lie buried in the family 
cemetery on the river bank west of the Quick house. 
d Mary Quick in their home, 


About twenty years after the death of Abraham an , 
their farm is believed to have been sold by their son partly for payment of his debts. 
It was bought by Abraham Van Nest, b, Oct. 5, 1806 in Bridgewater Township. He 


settled in North Branch village in 1840 and kept a store there for many year's. On 
Oct. 22, 1841 he married Mary Ann, daughter of James Ten Eyck. He left the farm 
to his daughter Esther J. Van Nest, wife of Dr. James Van Derveer. His father was 
John F, Van Derveer, who built the present house on the Van Derveer tract adjoin- 
ing the Quick farm on the north. Esther’s estate sold the farm about 1730 to Kenneth 
Schley, the present owner. It is now occupied by tenants. 

This road was not surveyed by Erskine during the Revolution, so we have no 
definite knowledge of the age of the house. But the type of house as well as the 
wording quoted above (that John built while Abraham settled) suggests that Abra- 
ham Quick moved into a house already built. It was probably erected about the 
time of the Revolution or shortly afterward by a tenant of the Duchess of Gordon, 
or possibly by a purchaser who fell down on his payments. It is a one and a half 
story white frame house with gable roof. It is built in two units, the west room having 
the lower ceilings. The house stands on the east side of a lane following the east 
bank of the North Branch River: it is by the bend in the river, one and a half miles 
north of the main highway at North Branch, 


House of Hendrick and Abraham Staats: Steuben’s Headquarters 
Main Street, South Bound Brook 
PLATE 136 


This property was in the continuo 

. us ownership and occupancy of the Staats 

—— oe from the time of its purchase by one of eed in 1738 until 
» Lhe original parchment deed is still preserved in the house. Dated Sept. }4 
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1738, it reads as follows: “Cornelia V 
‘slict of Richard Van Dam late o an Dam of the City of N 
{ the $ ew Y ‘ 
— sam , ork 
Kin e cit » Widdo 
Brookland inl gs County on the Isl Y» conveyed. to “P WwW 
Veoman,. ++ All that Tracts or Pre _ of Nassau in the province a Staats of 
sd County of Somerset and Province . — Land Lying Situate i ‘ree York, 
into two parts in manner abov d of East New J ersey aforsd eing in the 
North East Corner of J e and after specified, One part » which is Divided 
para Se ane Land on the South Drapery begins at the 
Te ed Rlipals a an Runs thence South Twenty Ei oor earingtge River 
anne akccig wl Lace ~ to the Bounds of Land Iate of 7, 6 egrees West one 
a tepenter alan dite ee _ North East Eighty Two Chains — are aforssd 
; now in e South Co 
Thirty two Degrees fifteen mi possession of the sd, Jacob Wal —— 
tes East Si alton thence North 
aforesd Thence along the sd Rive _ ixty four Chains to Rari 
of beginning. And the oth iver Thirty One Chains Twenty tanks to th niver 
land lately oe er part beginning at a certain la to the place 
ging to sd. Robert Lurti : place on the Line of said 
corner of the sd. Lurtin urting, being distant f pg 
gs Land Tw ee rom the South W 
the sd Lurtings line t enty one chains fifty links and est 
Co owards the sd corner Si runs thence alon 
line =e eo Tract belonging to the sd panies ene tothe North Eas 
wenty Eight D " on thence along sd Wal 
East So. East Thr egrees West Forty Five Chai & altons 
Min ee Chains and a half th ins and Ten links thence 
cthes East Forty two chains to the plac ger phere thirty-two Degrees Fifteen 
na er Do contain Three Hundred and Be eginning. Both which said Tracts 
Buildings more fully appear, Together with all and . by the annexed Chart or 
Water Sag Gardens pastures Swa ee singular the Houses Edifices 
Possessi urses Mines Minerals il — ipples Woods Woodlands Waters 
Sale tw fan of him the sd Peter St t ra ere ich premises ate now in the Actual 
ir o him thereof made f aats by virtue of one Indenture of Bargain d 
these pre e for the term of one year beari gain an 
the sq P sents and Made between the sd Ce oe date the Day before Date 
ing vest Staats of the other part 1 ‘ ornelia Van Dam of the one part and 
" ne possession,” P wai ‘or by Virtue of the Statute made for transfer- 
ing Ds kman, late of the City of K this deed, it was recited that, “WHEREAS 
Tw — the Eighteenth =i hy York Esqr. Decd, by his deed of Sale 
0... Did give grant al a April One Thousand Seven Hundred and 
argain Sell and Convey unto his beloved Daughter 


tnelia B 
that eekman 
Certa now Van Dam widdow relict of Richard Van Dam aforesd All 


ine Tract 
or parsell of Land known by the Name of Lott No. } containing 


d p,, ndred and ff 
“Oovin ive acres Situate Lying and Being in the County of Somerset 
de of Rarington River, being 


Dart ceof E 
ofa tact of Tan — Jersey on the South Si 
purchased by the sd Garret Beekman and Lefferts Peterson 
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deers of William Dochrea and divided into Six Lotts and the part thereof 
- ed to the sd. Garret Beekman was Denoted and Known by the names of Lott 

o. J, 2, 3, which sd Lott no. J is bounded on the North by Rarington River aforsd 
on the West by land of Mary Beekman on the East by the sd William Dockera’s 
Land and on the South by (blank), AND WHEREAS in the Year One Thousand 
Seven Hundred and Thirty One Coll. Robert Lurting Did by Virtue of a prior 
patent granted to him Run a Line of Division which did Divide the aforesd Lott 
No. J into two Separate and Unequal parts taking in a certain Quantity of Land on 
the North East End and cutting off the like Quantity in the South West End which 
said Tracts or parcells of Land are Situate....” On the reverse of the parchment 
is the receipt for 350 pounds signed by Cornelia Van Dam, Then follows the record, 
“Be it remembered that the within Cornelia Van Dam appeared before James Alex- 
ander one of his majesties councel for the province of New jersey and acknowledged 
the within” and that he does “allow that it be recorded” on May 3, 1740, Following 
this acknowledgement is the “MEMORANDUM That I the within named Peter 
Staats for the Consideration of the Natural love and affection which I have and 
bear towards my well beloved Son Hendrick Staats of the within County of Somer- 
set and the further Consideration of Five Shillings ... have ... granted... over 
unto my Said son Hendrick Staats... with this present and the within written 
Indenture of Release and Conveyance as also all the lands Messuage Heredita- 
ments within mentioned... ,” dated April 29, 1740, and signed Peter Staats. Below 
that is the record of the acknowledgment before the above named James Alexander 
by the said Peter Staats, likewise dated May }, 3740. Although the above deeds 
were evidently recorded, they are not now to be found at the Somerset County seat 
nor at Trenton, 

The land along the southwest side of the Raritan River, from Bound Brook 
beyond New Brunswick to Lawrence Brook, was bought in 168! from the Indians 
by John Inians and associates for Lady Elizabeth Carteret. The following yeat 
she sold the Province of East Jersey to the Twelve Proprietors. By 1685 William 
Dockwra, one of the Proprietors, had come into possession of a large portion of this 
tract near Bound Brook. On Feb. 2, 1702 he sold 1800 acres here to Gerardus Beek- 
man (for some reason he was called Garret in the deed cited above) and Leffert 
Peterson jointly for £366. This tract was divided between them, Beekman taking 
the half to the southeast, and conveying one-third of his portion to his daughter 
Cornelia Van Dam in 1722, as recited above. This was a triangular parcel of lan 
with its short base on the river, extending some distance into the interior, and was 
by her sold in 1738 to Peter Staats, as above. 

The ancestor of the Staats family was Jan Pieters, who emigrated from Huys¢® 
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fore 1640 and settled at Gowanus in Breuckelen, Long Is] _ 
a died, and he married secondly May 16, 1652 Grietje Jans, ar pie Noe 
15, 1663 the widow of Frederick Jansen. He was still living there in 169 Tabs 
Dieter Jansen’ Staats, born in this country and a farmer i a eigen 
3 d in Gowanus, had a son 
Pieter Pietersen’ Staats, bap. July 8, 1663 at Breuckelen. The latter lived 
Gowanus and later on Staten Island. His son Peter’ Staats, bap. Feb. 16 1690 3 
Flatbush, d. 1760-63, was a farmer at Gowanus in Breuckelen (or “Brookland”) 
On Aug. 29, $7§2 at Flatbush he married Lammetje, daughter of Hendrick Glaruen 
Veghte, bap. April 23, $693, and the mother of his children. In his will of 1760 he 
mentioned his (second) wife Rebecca, his eldest son Peter and another son John. 
The above deed shows us that he also had a son Hendrick, whom he did not men- 
ton a” _— oe | on vs conveyance of this land on the Raritan River 
er’s property. 
Pcs nll at = probably the second son, born about 1715, and named 
A pha ree al gran at er according to Dutch custom. He evidently built and 
settled on his ather’s Raritan River tract immediately after his father purchased 
, in ye for he was termed a resident of Somerset County when the property was 
song : ied ‘0 = . ar He probably made his home here until 1769 when he 
nor “een he : He y to is brother John. We do not know where he then settled 
sic Hate im eer Macheltie Van Duyn, a daughter of Cornelius Ger- 
they were haga O — and, who mentioned them in his will of 1752. Possibly 
Hine pra : the following three: (1) Peter Staats, b. about 1741, d. 
his wife Synia . ) r year and buried at Bound Brook; in his will he mentioned 
Bla , and his children: Hendrick, Mary (b. 1767, d. 1827, married Joseph 
ckford and Thomas Coon, both of Bound Brook 
and named as his e bi a ound Brook), Nancy, Tyney, and Jane, 
and his cousin Ph xecutors his sons-in-law Joseph Blackford and Edward Howell 
of 1769, anc = —— Staats. (2) Cornelius Staats was a witness in the deed 
who is said te “d ave been named for his maternal grandfather. (3) John Staats, 
April 19 m6 i been a brother of the above Peter of Bound Brook, married 
tecords of the © annah Trembly and had the following children, named in the 
dec’ her rphans Court of Somerset Co. in 1827: John, Peter dec’d, Henry 
Ned 1847 Tobi —_ married Nathan Van Kirk), Tiney (possibly Dinah who mar- 
ate buried in Bur, ieeaty dec’d, Nancey and Susan (who both died in 1812 and 
rook), 

Yeoman, <3 woe 5, 1769 (recorded 1786), Hendrick Staats of Somerset County, 

w Ofesaid, yeo ghtel his wife, conveyed to John Staats of Sowerland in the county 
hat cep tn ce for £1,450 current Jersey money at 8 shillings per ounce, “All 

ct or parcel of land situate, lying and being near Bound Brook in 
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the County of Somerset and Province of New Jersey, Beginning at the northeast. 
erly corner of land belonging to Jacob Buys on the south side of Raritan Rive” 

standing in Hendrick Fisher’s line” 


running southwest along his line “to a stake stat una 
from thence along his line northeast to a large white oak tree standing in the midd{e 
of the road and then northeast to the Raritan River and up the river to the place of 


beginning, containing 272 acres, signed by Hendrick Staats, Maghtel (her mark) 
Staats, and witnessed by Cornelius Staats and Hendrick Fisher. This included 99 
acres of “land at Raritan near Bound Brook” which had been purchased by Hen- 
drick Staats of Raritan on Dec. J, 1768 from Christian and Abraham Van Dorn and 
mortgaged that same day to John Staats of Sowerland. 

The John Staats, who thus obtained possession of the property, was a younger 
brother of Hendrick and son of Peter’ Staats of Brookland. He left Long Island 
about 1740 and settled at Sourland in Hillsborough Twp., Somerset Co., on a 300 
acre farm on Royces Brook below the Amwell Road two miles east of Flagtown, 
where he died in the fall of 1783. He married Femmetje Brokaw, bap. Aug. 3, 1707 
at Raritan, still living in 1753, daughter of John Brokaw and aunt of the John 
Brokaw who was killed at the battle of Germantown (see plate 132). He was sur-_ 
vived by his second wife Magdalena or Lena, by four sons and two daughters, all 
mentioned in his will. To his son Abraham he bequeathed a 300 acre farm near 
Bound Brook where Abraham was then living; this was the farm in which we are 
interested, which John Staats had purchased from his brother Hendrick in 1769, 
and which he probably gave to his son Abraham when the latter married in 1770. 

Abraham’ Staats was born May 23, 1743 in Hillsborough Twp., and died in 
this house May 4, 1821* lacking 19 days of 78 years: he married Nov. 8, 1770* Mar- 
garet Du Bois, b. Jan. 17, 1749* at Neshanic, d. April 22, 1822,* daughter of Abra- 
ham Du Bois of Hillsborough Twp. They were buried with their immediate family 
in the graveyard in the orchard north of the present barns, from which the remains 
were removed after 1863 to the Bound Brook Cemetery. In his will of 1819, Abra- 
ham Staats of Franklin Twp., Somerset Co., provided for his wife Margaret, be- 
— army farm wnere he lived to his son Isaac, including all the buildings and 
oh aes a ¢ ot cr 7 to his five daughters “provided that those of my daugh- 
possess for ‘hate ; “ 2 my wife has done with the farm, shall occupy and 
executors were the som Ieaac ‘and F oat ring a house and garden”: - 
house at Raritan—plate 133). Th tien [, John Frelinghuysen (owner of the 
ceased, taken May 10, 1821 . The inventory of the estate of Abraham Staats, de 
traits of Abraham Hine his ‘atfe rates h a3 ~ _ a mentioned pastel por” 
listed the personal estate as worth $7,560 56 hang in the “dwelling room”), and 
_ 66, The extant folio manuscript books 


* Taken from family Bible. 
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Abraham’s excellent penmanship include treatises on geometry, navigation and 
surveying, from which it is apparent that he practised land surveying and probably 
taught a class of scholars. In 1788 and 1795 and probably in the years between, he 
was one of the Commissioners of the Loan Office for the county; he was also a justice 
of the peace. 

When in 1776 Lord Howe offered full pardon to those who would give up their 
allegiance to the American cause, he excepted therefrom Abraham Staats, his neigh- 
bor Hendrick Fisher and one other, as being beyond pardoning, An “Inventorie of 
goods and Chattels taken and destroyed of Abraham Staats by the British and their 
adherents on April 13, 1777” included a cow, five calves, ten articles of apparel, a 
pewter teapot and a coffee pot, to the value of £22.5s.; in connection with his claim 
for this amount, he made a deposition in 1782 “that on the approach of the Enemy 
and their Adherents the 13th of April, 1777, he fled, left his house, and on his return 
home again the said day he found missing the several goods and chattels contained 
in the above Inventories and that he verilly believes they were taken by the Enemy 
and their adherents... «” Toward the end of the war, the Queen’s Rangers, a British 
troop of cavalry, raided the Raritan valley, and a dealer in New Brunswick was 
allowed to hide his stock of china beneath the flooring of the barn, together with 
the family’s china and silver. In gratitude therefor the dealer presented Mrs. Staats 
with two china figures, probably of Chelsea and Bristol ware, and a Lowestoft mug, 
which are still in the house. In 1782 Abraham was one of the three appraisers ap- 
pointed to adjust claims for property losses suffered by Americans in the county 


during the Revolution. 

The house is possibly best known as the headquart 
spr ing of 1779, Steuben arrived in March and occupied 
Joining back room, and his staff were quartered in a marqu 
In his diary he recorded: “During my stay in Philadelphia, 

Girard, the French minister... . He honoured me with a visit to camp -. - (and) 
— . eceived with all the honours of an ambassador. On (May 2, $779) the day after 
rile begs I ordered a maneuvre with eight regiments of infantry and sixteen guns. 
il et the military display, he in company with the Commander-in-Chief and all the 
et Generals and Colonels, more than sixty persons, par took of a dinner at my 
eadquarters,” 
R ovanine wrote under date of Sept. 14, 1848 in his Pictorial Field-Book of the 
ion, p. 333, which also gives a cut of the house: “We rode to the house 


for 
Se nag owned by Abraham Staats, and now in possession of his son. Three sisters 
©, one of whom, Mrs. Jane Doty; nearly 80 years of age, who resided there 

ted with Baron 


“ting the R ‘ 
evolution, has a clear recollection of many events connec 
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Steuben’s occupancy of the house. Although she was then a child eight or ten years 
old, she remembers the dignity of his appearance, the urbanity of his manners, for 
which he was noted, and the elegance and richness of the ornaments with which he 
was adorned, She spoke of a brilliant medal that hung by a ribbon upon his breast, 
Mrs. Doty recollected two visits made to the baron by Washington and his lady, 
one to dine and the other to take tea with him. On the latter occasion several ladies 
were present. She also remembers an entertainment given by the baron to the 
American officers and their ladies, on which occasion the table was spread in a grove 
nearby. This occurred a short time before the encampment broke up, heme took 
place early in June, 1779. This view (see cut) is from the field in a t e = 
looking north. The dwelling is at the end of a lane several rods from the main roa 
leading to Middlebrook from New Brunswick. ... | a 

Abraham and Margaret Staats had eight children, recorded in her family Bible: 

(1) Jane, b. May 25, 1773,* d. here Nov. 18, 1859, married Dec. 4 1808 Joseph 

Doty as his third wife, and had one child; (2) Phebe, b. Sept. 4, 1775, d. here Dec. 
27, 1863 unmarried; (3) Catherine, b. Nov. 2, 1778,* d. Sept. f, 4779" in her first 
year; (4) Margaret, b. Dec. 30, 1781,* d. here Nov. 10, 1821* unmarried; (5) Mary 
Smith, b. July 26, 1784,* d. here Jan. 23, 1863 unmarried; (6) Sarah, b. March 15, 
1787,* d. here Feb. 16, 1870, married May 10, 1814* at Bound Brook William Bayles 
of North Branch: she left her husband with the approval of her father and returned 
to her family home to live in 1817 with her only child Margaret Ann Bayles, b. 
June 24, 1815* at North Branch, d. March 23, 1906 in this house, married first on 
Nov. 10, 1836 Dr. George Bayles of Kingston (d. 1839), and secondly at Preakness 
Aug. 18, 1845 Cornelius Wyckoff La Tourrette, b. Nov. 29, 1814 near Neshanic, d, 
Aug. 3, 1902 in this house; Cornelius went to California via the Isthmus in the Gold 
Rush and later returned and ran a saw mill on the canal; (7) Magdalene, b. Sept. 
19, 1789,* d, March 2, 1790* in her second year; (8) Isaac, the youngest child and 
only son, b. Dec. 5, 1791,* d. about 1869 in another house in South Bound Brook, 
married first Martha A. Ross, who d. Nov. 6, 1838, aged 44 years, 3 mos., leaving an 
only child, Margaret’ Staats, b. Feb. 17, 1813, married Reuben H. Freeman who re- 
moved about 1854 to Independence, Iowa. Isaac Staats married secondly Nov. 26, 
c ewey A. Matthews, who survived him and had four sons and a daughter, all of 
aintield, N, J. 

By deeds of partition dated Nov. 12, 1823, Isaac Staats of Franklin Twp., and 
Martha, his wife, and his sisters Jane Doty, Phebe Staats, Mary Staats, and Sarah 
Bayles, the then surviving children of Abraham Staats, divided the estate half and 
half, whereby Isaac received 132.42 acres, including the tract between the Raritan 
River and the New Jersey Turnpike on which the homestead was situated, while 
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rs received the remaining $32 acres directly across that road but retained 
hts of residence in one half the old homestead. About this time Isaac Staats 
high-ceilinged addition at the east end of the house and occupied that part 
separately from his married and unmarried sisters in the older parts of the house. 
The property evidently passed to Isaac’s daughter by his first marriage, and on 
April 26, 1369 her husband, Reuben H. Freeman of Independence, Iowa, conveyed 
to his wife’s cousin Cornelius La Tourrette of Franklin Twp., the 13 acres of the 
farm between the turnpike and the canal, “subject to the life right of Sarah (Staats) 
Bayles to the use of one half the Old House and the whole of the garden.” Sarah 
bequeathed her right to her daughter, Mrs. Cornelius La Tourrette, and the home- 
stead was owned and occupied until 1935 by her son, Eugene Du Bois La Tourette. 
A study of the plan (plate 6) will disclose that the house was built at several 
different times. The deed of 1738 mentions a house, but it is in a legal list giving all 
forms of possible improvements from swamps to minerals; the owners previous to 
1738 resided in New York and it is probable that the oldest unit of the house was not 
erected until Hendrick Staats settled here between 1738 and 1740. This unit is a deep, 
narrow house, consisting of two rooms, with corner fireplaces which are fed by one 
large chimney in the center of the east side, and a hallway running down the west 
side, According to a family manuscript, the original kitchen was at the east end of 
the house and was a separate building with the slave quarters over it. This may 
have been torn down when the kitchen wing on the west was added about 1800; 
otherwise it was destroyed when the house was enlarged about 1825, Lossing stated 
me only the center building was in existence at the time (of the Revolution) and 
= rate to have been enlarged. Each wing has since been added. ... The interior 
sleet old par was ..., like most of the better dwellings of that time, neatly wains- 
Redon pine wrought into moldings and panels.” It was not until about 1800 that 
the hall Staats enlarged the house by building two rooms on the other side of 
shingtod. te adding a service wing. This wing was formerly clapboarded but is now 
listed: Dy — inventory of his estate, taken in 182}, the rooms of the — ‘ 
atlour Sale Room, Bed Room adjoining, Parlour, Entry, Room back of the 
inter Ron Room back of the Entry, Upstairs Garret, Cellar, Milk Cellar, Pantry» 
igh-ceifin . Kitchen and Kitchen Garret. The son Isaac Staats built = —— 
companyine — finely panelled addition on the canal side about wed . om - 
On the tight ha pg (plate 136) shows the central unit of the hoses t : “es 10 
to be seen fp uilt in 1738-40 and that on the left about 1800. There is little di oo 
a typical ¢ om the outside, other than the thickness of the window moldings. It : 
el ne and a half story shingled house covered by a steep, gable roof. Ol 


V . ef4 
* Pane window sashes, Dutch double door with oval bull’s eyes, low ceilings. 
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exposed beams, early panelled chimney wall with no mantel shelf in one room, byt. 
terfly hinges, are a few interesting items. Judging by the shingles beneath the celfay 
hatch, it is probable that the house was originally covered by long shingles with 
rounded ends, The interior is unchanged and contains many old family heirlooms, 
Two very small dormers were added at one period, and more recently these with a 
third one were enlarged and roofed in a slope to the ridgepole of the house. The 
present roof extends slightly beyond the walls. A small porch added about 1,870 
has been replaced recently by a small pergola. A photograph of the entire house 
from the end is reproduced in the vignette. Various views of the exterior and also 
of the interior can be seen in Northwestern New Jersey, V+ J, p. 64 and 104, in the 
Somerset Co. Hist. Quarterly, v. 2, p. 8}, and in Lossing’s Pictorial Field Book 
of the Revolution, v. 3, p. 333. The house stands in a field between the road and 
the canal in South Bound Brook, one mile below the bridge over the Raritan River, 


House of Jacob Ten Eyck 
North Branch 


The grandfather of the builder was Coenradt Ten Eyck, who emigrated about 
1650 and settled at Coenties Slip in New York City. His son Matthias’ Ten Eyck 
(1658-1741) lived at Old Hurley in Ulster County, where he was a farmer and river 
trader. On Nov. 12, 1700 and June 22, 1702 Matthias purchased of the original 
grantee, John Johnston, lots Nos. 53 and 6} of 400 and 100 acres on the west side 
of the North Branch River in and just north of the present village of North Branch. 
He himself never left Hurley; on Oct. 20, 1723 he conveyed this 500 acre tract to his 
son Jacob, who built and settled here between 3725 and 3733. 

Jacob’ Ten Eyck, b. 1693 at Hurley, d. Oct. 26, 753 at North Branch, mar- 
ried Jemima Van Nest, d. 1792, aged 92 years, daughter of Jerome Van Nest of : 
Raritan, and had seven children. The eldest of their four sons, Capt. Jacob’ Ten 
Eyck was born Aug. 25, 1733 in his father’s stone house at North Branch and died 
in 1794, He inherited his father’s one and a half story stone house and, after the 
— of his aged mother, added a second story in 1792. His brothers were: Petef 
i rhage st north of rm Conrad who settled on the Riddle tract on the east side 
ere ve ee a ; ¢ old a and Matthew who settled on Lot No. 48 
Capt. Jacob Ten Evek a var north of the Lane—Brokaw house (plate 132). 
ie hun salio. Bite yck died less than two years after he enlarged his father’s house 
‘ak 7 wi = garet Hagaman, he had two sons, Jacob and James, and fouf 
"a vem So 4 ee err out their sisters’ interest and divided the property 

.» The old house fell to the share of James’ Ten Eyck, b. here 


— 2, 1773, d. July 4, 1854, married Esther Hanker, Their son Tunis’ Ten Eyck 
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9, 1816, d. Nov. 12, 1895, bought out his brothers’ 

married, he left the homestead to his niece, Esther Van Nest, desshae ta he never 

Ten Eyck and Abraham Van Nest (who had purchased the Quick ae Ann 

plate 135), and wife of Dr. James D. Van Derveer. She willed it to her sa 
V ? 


b, June 


. Derveer; who is the present owner. He now leases it. 
The house is a good-sized two story structure of fieldstone, wi 
, with brick 
heads overt the old windows and low ceilings. There is some fine cmiiouts hae 
aterior 3 the narrow mantel shelves in the main rooms are only two or three inches 
wide with semi-circular projections at each end for the support of candlesticks. The 
house stands on the west bank of the North Branch River, a short distance above 


the main highway of North Branch village. 


f Jacob Van Derveer; Knox Headquarters 
Road to Pluckemin, Bedminster Township 


the North Branch of Raritan River and south of the 
‘oad from Lamington to Bedminster (until lately called Lesser Crossroads) was 
at an eatly unknown date bought by Major Daniel Axtell. Jacob Van Derveer 
bought part of the Axtell tract by 1756 (probably some year's before this date) and 
built his home here. In 1758 he donated some of his land to the Bedminster Church 
for a building and cemetery, and his wife, who died in {759, was the first to be 


buried here. 

Jacob’s grandfather, Cornelis Janse’ Vande Veer, emigrated in 1657 from Alk- 
maar in North Holland, and settled at Flatbush on Long Island where he became a 
{lis de Mandeville, and had among 


patentee and magistrate. He married Tryntje Gi 
others a son Jacobes’ Van de Veer, bap. Oct. 29, 1686, d. 1726. This Jacobes was 
a farmer at Reems Hook, Salem County, New Jersey he was survived by his wile 
Catharine, his son Jacob, whom he made his executor, and two minor sons, illiam 


and Hendrick, Jacob’ Wan Derveer, b, March 6, 1704, d. Nov. 17, 1776 aged 72 
1706, d. Sept. {J, 1759 in 


ts. 8 mos., 11 days, married Phebe Ditmars, b. about , 
— year. Both lie buried near their home in the Old Bedminster — 
' most of their immediate family. Their home ws on the north side of the A 
he River on the west side of the highway between Pluckemin and Lesser ange 
(Bedminster), Jacob, in his will of 1772, distributed a very large 7" “va 


Property, includ 1 Winging { etween his various 
and an dchil ring some in Virginia and Marylane, 
acob d ; ; an 
Jo and Phebe (Ditmars) Van Derveer had five sons 
Ceci bap. March 47, 1734 at Bidar d. J afle 15, $769 aged - fe vest’ al 
—, and had two children, Jacob, who died #n 1785 age - 


House oO 


The tract lying north of 
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Femmetje; this Joseph lived at Sowerland. (2) Femmetje or Phebe, bap. Feb, 28, 
1736/7 at Readington, d. June 6, 1872 aged 45 years, married Jacob Van Dorin, 
d. Sept. 12, 1811 aged 86 yrs., 9 mos., 2 days, and had one son Jacob and three 
daughters. (3) John or Johannes, bap. 1739 at Raritan, d. 17713 without issue. (4) 
Lawrence, bap. 1741 at Raritan, d. Dec. 8, 1815 in his 75th year, married Maria —, 
d. March 27, 1777 aged 28 years; Lawrence inherited chiefly the 430 acre plantation 
on which he was living when his father died. (5) Jacobus inherited among other 
property 560 acres over the river; he is probably the James Van Derveer, d. Feb, 
3, 1810 aged 66 yrs., 4 mos., 22 days (i.e., b. Sept. 12, 1743), married first Winche 
, d. March 26, 1777 aged 22 years, and married secondly Maria, daughter of 
Rev. James Hardenbergh, d. March 12, 1789 aged 32 years; this James had three 
children who died in childhood, possibly others. (6) Elias, of whom below. 

The youngest child of Jacob was Elias' Van Derveer, bap. Nov. 30, 1746 at 
Raritan, d. Nov. 29, 1778 in his 33rd year. Jacob bequeathed the 435 acre plantation 
he lived on, bounded north by Peter Perne and south by Jacob Offs, to this son 
Elias, also two adjoining tracts purchased of Edward and Robert Lucas, where the 
testator had lived at some time, and several other parcels of land, Elias Van Derveer 
was a watm patriot and his home, formerly his father’s, was placed at the disposal 
of Gen. Knox and his artillery forces. Gen. Knox had his headquarters here in 1777 
(not at the Mehelin house at the main crossroads in Pluckemin, in front of which is 
an incorrect marker). Elias served in the Revolution; his tombstone states that he 
died in his 33rd year “in consequence of his cruel incarceration while prisoner to 
the British army. .. .” In Elias’ will of 1778, he left to his wife Catharine £1,000 and 
all the goods she brought with her at her marriage, mentioned his sister and two 
surviving brothers, his three brothers-in-law Frederick Frelinghuysen, John Schenck 
and Abraham Schenck, and his children. Elias and Catharine had three children: 
Jacob, d. March 6, 1776 aged 9 months, Hendrick or Henry, and Phebe, d. un- 
married Sept. 27, 1849. The homestead was inherited by Dr. Henry’ Van Derveet; 
b. 1776, d. May 2, 1868 and buried with all his family at Bedminster. He lived, how- 
ever, in a large two story frame house nearby on the opposite, or south, side of the 
river, which he had erected about 1820, As Dr. Van Derveer was a bachelor, his 
aa at his death was subdivided and sold at auction. Henry Ludlow purchased 
“i old Jacob Van Derveer house, and John F, Van Derveer bought the Henry Van 

erveer house. Both buildings still stand. 
7 ™ “ house is a one and a half story building covered with wide clapboard- 
felts with then g lie-on-your-stomach windows under the roofline. It stands in the 
North its gable end toward the road. A photograph of it may be seen in 
western New Jersey, v. 1, p. 272. The house has si J 
460 ¢ De 24a as since been stuccoed an 
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#t is now owned by the Schley heirs. This house stands on the west side 
from Pluckemin to Bedminster a short distance north of the North 
and the later house is on the east side of this road south of the river. 


-emodelled , 
of the road 
Branch River , 


House of John Van Doren 
Millstone 
PLATE 137 


Clement Plumstead obtained a grant for land on the west 


About 1690 Capt. 
south to Blackwell’s Mills. On Feb. 


side of the Millstone River from Peace Brook 
28, 1742 he deeded this 2,000 acre tract to William Plumstead, who on May 3, $752 
sold 246 acres of the tract along the river on the south side of the Amwell Road in 
Millstone to Christian Van Doren for £740. On Dec. 12, 1755 the latter conveyed it 
to his son John. Christian Van Doren, b. Aug. 13, 1697 near Hillsdale in Monmouth 
Co., d. July 20, $78} at Middlebush in Somerset Co., married Dec. 11, 1723 Altje 
Schenck and had seventeen children. Christian left Monmouth County with his 
brother Abram about the time of his marriage and settled on a tract of 566 acres 
on the Amwell Road at Middlebush (east of the Millstone River). Among his chil- 
dren was John Van Doren, b. April 23, 1726 at Middlebush, d. 1815 aged 87 years. 
The early county seat of Somerset County was at the village now called Mill- 
stone and in Revolutionary days known as Somerset Courthouse. It was here on 
the Millstone River that John Van Doren built and settled on the tract that his father 
conveyed to him in 1755. Gen. Washington spent the night here in Van Doren’s 
house after winning the battle of Princeton in January 1777, as well as on other 
occasions, Although he was the victor, Washington had 8,000 British troops thun- 
dering after his small army, so he decoyed Cornwallis into thinking his destination 
was New Brunswick, but wheeled about and followed the Millstone River, halt- 
ing at Van Doren’s overnight, and marched for Pluckemin early the next morning. 
“ en imprisoned Van Doren’s wife and hung her up by the heels in a is 
: pt to get some information from her. The Hessians established a hospita , 
eit sick and wounded on the farm here, after clearing off a large piece of wooa- 


7 sony Van Doren married Marretje Lott, b. about 1728, d. April 27, 1805 aged 

to the &, and had six sons and one daughter. The homestead farm was we . 

left me Jacob, except for one lot with a house on it which was occupied by - 
° William, Jacob I, Van Doren, b. Dec. 6, 1761 on the homestead, d. July 27; 


1828 
Red 66 5 .. Ditmars, b. Nov. 30, 1767, 
Years, married Mrs. Hoagland, née Mattie ©'* John Van Doren, 


a: 

b, — > 1852. The homestead was inherited by their only son, J¢ hter of 
eb. 3, 1804, d, Sept. 15, 1892, married Jan. 7, 1829 Charity; daughter 
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Rynear Staats, b. Sept. 24, 1807, d. Nov. 11, 1872, Their three children were Rynier 
Jacob who lived on the ancestral farm (he had no issue), and Catharine who ay 
ried George W. Metlar and lived in the Low house at Raritan Landing (plate 116), 
The Metlars purchased the old farm from the other heirs, and their son John Van 
Doren Metlar sold it about 1925 to Charles D. Smith, the present owner. 

The house is a two story shingled structure with a gable roof. The ceilings are 
of medium height and the beams are still exposed in the dining room, formerly the 
kitchen. Washington is supposed to have slept in the room in the southwest corner 
of the ground floor; the fireback plaque in this room has the image and name of 
Gen. G. Washington embossed upon it. An old hatchet mark on a door jamb dates 
from the Revolutionary forays. The house is in very good condition. Other views 
may be seen in Northwestern New Jersey, v. }, p+ 16, and in The Van Doorn 
Family, p. 356. The house stands on a knoll on the west side of the road running 
along the west bank of the Millstone River, a short distance south of the Dutch 


church in the village of Millstone. 


House of Philip Van Horn; Sterling’s Headquarters 
Middlebrook, Bridgewater Township 
PLATE 138 


This house has historical rather than family interest; it was well known during 
the lifetime of the builder, but did not become a family homestead, The second 
Indian deed of 1681 covered a large tract on the north side of the Raritan River 
west of Middlebrook; Lot No.3 was surveyed Sept. 25, 1683 for several associates, 
the easterly part being assigned to Richard Hall. This soon passed to Archibald, son 
of Lord Neill Campbell, whose place, known as “Kel’s Hall,” stood on the neck; he 
died in 1702. The property evidently came into the possession of John Chambers 
of New York City, who sold it to Cornelius Van Horn on Aug, 28, 3724. 

Cornelius Van Horn probably settled here immediately, as in 1724 his place 
was described as 22 miles northwest of Perth Amboy and in 1749 as 10 miles above 
New Brunswick on the Raritan River. Cornelius‘ Van Horn had been a resident 
of New York City; after removing to New Jersey, he became a member of the 
Council of this province, He was descended from Jan Cornelis’ Van Horn, who 
on to New Amsterdam by 1645 and was a teacher of the public school there. 
‘. tnelius will, dated 1768 and probated 1770, he left the farm where he then 

welt in Somerset County, one half (551 acres) to his son Philip and half to his so” 
J =e the death of his wife (Elizabeth French). 
shane Heo Philip’ Van Horn, bap. April 29, 1719 in New York City, was a met 
te ving in the town of his birth until about 1754: we first find him at Bound 
2 
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ook when he and others offered lands for sale in Morris Co, 
= his home in Somer - eo hs this time, or possibly not ne prt 7k aie 
death. It was known as “Phil’s Hill,” or, colloquially, as “Convivial Hall,” due to the 
many festive occasions here. In November 3755 Col. Philip Van Horn was order r 
march with his regiment out of Somerset to repel the French and Indians a 


to 
In 1759 he was for the first time elected Judge of Common Pleas for 


Easton, P ae 
Somerset County. 
Philip Van Horn’s patriotism during the Revolution is rather doubtful; like 


many a rich man with New York affiliations, he was diplomatically cordial to both 
sides. On April 13, 1777 Cornwallis breakfasted with him. He was under suspicion 
and put on parole by the Americans but permitted to remain at home. Washington 
wrote to Sterling: “I am sorry you did not keep old Van Horn under restraint.” In 
the winter of 1778-79 Lord Sterling established his headquarters here, while Greene 
was at the Van Vechten house nearby and Washington was at the Wallace house 
‘an Somerville. In October 1779 Col. Simcoe raided the place to capture the rebel 
Governor Livingston, who fortunately was not here. Capt. Graydon of the Penn- 
sylvania Line wrote that Van Horn’s hospitality ought certainly to have been recom- 
pensed by an unlimited credit on the public stores; his house, used as a hotel, seemed 
constantly full; it was occupied at one time by Col. Bland of the Virginia Cavalry 
and Capt. Lee, later Gen. Harry Lee; notwithstanding the number of guests that 
were to be provided for, there appeared no deficiency in accommodation, and we, 
wrote the Captain, were supped and lodged well. Philip Van Horn married Eliza- 
beth, daughter of William Ricketts, and their many daughters were noted for their 
beauty, Here on Oct, 12, 1778 their eldest daughter, Mary Ricketts Van Horn, mar- 
tied Stephen Moylan, an Irishman living in Philadelphia, Colonel and later Briga- 
diet General of the American Light Dragoons. Another daughter married Thomas 
an he and Moylan were both original members of the Society of the Cin- 

The Marquis de Chastellux wrote of his stopping here with Col. Moylan in 


e 

ie roy 1780: “This manor is in a beautiful situation; it is surrounded by some 

"Me approach is decorated with a grass plot, and, if it were better taken care 
ndon, rather than in that of 


OL, 9 
ew York tr hink oneself in the neighborhood of Lo ate tee 
Of age, but os Van Horn came to meet me: He is a tall lusty man _ ; y : = 
Station tis vigorous, hearty and good humoured; he is called Co onel irom | 
before th eld in the militia under the English government. He resigned some time 
York an © war; he was then a merchant and cultivator, passing the winter at si 
'etited 4, 7 ©summer in the country; but since the war he has quitted the ve an 
‘SManor, always faithful to his country without rendering himself o ~— 
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to the English, with whom he has left two of his sons in the Jamaica trade, but who, 


if the war continues, are to sell their property and come and live with their father, 
Nothing can prove more strongly the integrity of his conduct than the esteem in 
which he is held by both parties. He has frequently found himself in the midst of 
the theatre of war, so that he has sometimes had the Americans with him, some. 
times the English. It even happened to him once in the same day to give a breakfast 
to Lord Cornwallis and a dinner to General Lincoln... (I was introduced to his 
wife and three daughters, including Mrs. Moylan, and to some guests of the neigh- 
borhood.) ... Mrs. Van Horn is an old lady, who from her countenance, her dress, 
and her deportment, perfectly resembled a picture of Van Dyke. She does the honors 
of the table with exactness, helps everybody without saying a word, and the rest of 


the time is like a family portrait...” 

It was probably a few years after this that Philip Van Horn died. In February 
1786 Benjamin Morgan made a map of “, certain tract of land commonly called 
Phil’s Hill,” dividing the tract into fourteen parcels and the homestead lot of 84 
acres. On Nov. J, 1794 John Campbell bought from James Ricketts and his wife 
Sarah lots Nos. 13 and 14 and the homestead lot, which is described as late the prop- 
erty of Philip Van Horne. In 1810 John Campbell deeded it in trust to his sister 
Margaret Campbell. She and the trustees sold it in 1831 to John Herbert, who re- 
sided here for so many years, that the place is often called the Herbert home. 

The house has no resemblance to the typical farmhouse of the Dutch; it is the 
mansion of a wealthy and hospitable New York merchant. It is an unusually large 
two story frame house, with a smaller two story kitchen and slave wing on the east 
end. On either side of a hall, which is 12 feet wide, are very large rooms with high 
ceilings. The modern shutters and roof detract from its Revolutionary appearance. 
Se emanate deo iene unos mantic nade Coo 
— | | ge. It is now owned by the Calco Chemical 
ae — a is oppoais The house stands on a hill on the north side of 

evolutionary road from Ifo) + tt ¢ 
of the stream called ia Savni e eines, Goer Mamta 7 Se a 


H e 
ouse of Derrick Van Vechten; Greene’s Headquarters 
Finderne 
PLATE 139 


Thi 
miles jee ee vr the same tract, Lot No. 3, as the Van Horn house a few 
1683 for John Palos, in the second Indian deed of 1681 was surveyed Sept. 2> 
et and his associates, One of these was Michael Van Vechtet 


and to him was assi 
gned th 
464 ¢ western portion, to which he later added considerably 
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both on the north and south sides of the Raritan River. His grandfather Teunis 
Dircksen’ Van Vechten emigrated from Vechten in Holland in the Arms of Norway 
with his wife, child, and two negroes, and settled at Greenbush opposite Albany in 
— grandson Michael’ Van Vechten, b, Nov. 28, 1663 at Greenbush, is said 
to have settled on his purchase along the Raritan River as early as 1685, He built a 
one and a half story stone house here on the north bank, east of Raritan. He gave 
the land for the first Church of Raritan, which was erected in the fields east of his 
house, and burned by Col. Simcoe in a raid during the Revolution. On Nov. 2}, 
1686 Michael married Marytje Parker, d. July 1670, and on April 2, 1693 he mar- 
tied secondly Jannetje De Mont. Among his four children by his first wife was 
Mary, who married Judge Jeremiah Field, landowner along the Raritan in Piscata- 
way Township (see supra). Of his three children by his second wife, Derrick re- 
ceived from his father 1,000 acres on the north side of the river, and Jane, wife of 
Jacobus Hageman, the property on the south side of the river. A bridge was erected 
here at an early date and was called Van Vechten Bridge by 1750. 

The son Derrick? Van Vechten, b. July 15, 1699 in the Raritan neighborhood, 
bap, at Raritan Church, d, Nov. 29, 1781, aged 82 years, 4 months and 14 days, and 
lies buried in the field east of the bridge, where formerly stood the old church, Derrick 
was married three times: first to Judith, daughter of Anthony Brockholst, secondly 
on Nov, 2, 1719 to Deborah Antonides, and thirdly, about 1759 to Sarah Middagh, 
d, Nov. 17, 1785, sister of Cornelius Middagh, owner of the tract, later Freling- 
huysen’s (plate 133). His third wife was the mother of his four children: Dirck who 
died in infancy, Margaret who married Joseph Crane, Michael, and Elizabeth who 
matried George Davis. 

Derrick Van Vechten was in his 80th year when he acted as host for Gen- 
in and Mrs, Greene in the winter of 1778-79. An entire division of the American 
fuel and | quartered at this time on his farm; his valuable timber was destroyed for 
foe tise og huts for the soldiers, but he was so great a patriot that he never asked 
“the taverns compensation, Mrs. Greene was a charming young lady of 25, 

a a ite dy of the army,” when her husband was stationed here. She was 
notable en and gave many “kettle drums” and minuets. The most 
atterward ye inment here was on Christmas Eve in 1778, of which General Greene 

Y dancing ae The Commander in Chief evinces his esteem for Mrs. Greene 

Ws, Greene ‘ her three hours without sitting down!” When they left, Gen, and 

in grates, . esented Mrs, Van Vechten with a beautiful carved mahogany table 

O'S now gt membrance of a bounteous hospitality.” It was in the large brick 
anding that all these events took place. 
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The homestead was inherited shortly after the war by the son Michael’ Van 
Vechten, b. Nov. 13, 1764, d. Dec. 29, 1831, married April 10, 1787 Elizabeth La 
Grange, b. March J, 1766, d. May 3, 1856, The house passed to their only son and 
youngest child, Richard’ Van Vechten, b. Dec. 19, 1808, married Mary Lord and 
secondly Miriam Betts, an English girl. He was the last of the family to occupy 
the homestead. It had come into the possession of C. T. Ames by 1873. It was pur- 
chased about 1890 by Bernard Meyer, Sr., whose son Bernard Meyer, Jr., now 
occupies it, 

The house is a long two story brick structure covered by a gable roof. Accord- 
ing to tradition it was built in 1715 by Derrick Van Vechten, but as he was only 
16 years of age then, it was probably erected some years later. Derrick’s grand- 
daughter, Mrs. Jane Taylor, wrote in 1887, that the old and stone part of the orig- 
inal building built by Michael Van Vechten in the seventeenth century was still in 
use in the kitchen part of the present house, and that the brick building adjoining 
was built by Derrick Van Vechten, The house stands a few fields west of the Man- 
ville Road on the north bank of the Raritan River, hidden in a clump of trees, An- 
other view of it can be seen in the Van Vechten Genealogy, p- J01. 


House of Symen Van Wickle, later Suydam’s 
Easton Turnpike, Franklin Township 
PLATE 140 


John Inians and associates bought from the Indians in 1681 for Lady Elizabeth 
Carteret, widow of the Proprietor, a tract along the south side of the Raritan Rivet 
from Bound Brook to Lawrence Brook, and laid out the Raritan lots, consisting © 
ten 500 acre lots, each with a half mile of river frontage. These lots were at first 
in the hands of Scotch and English speculators, On May 29, 1703 Evert Van Wickle, 
Gerardus Beekman and Leffert Pieterse, all of Kings County, Long Island, pwt- 
chased from Thomas Cardale of Jamaica for £200 a tract of 450 acres on the south 
side of the Raritan River, beginning at Richard Jones’ Raritan Lot No. 7, about 
3% miles from Albany Street in New Brunswick (recorded at Trenton). It is ptob” 
able that Evert bought out the interest of his two partners; he is also believed to 
have purchased 800 more acres in the vicinity from William Dockwra. In 713 a roa 
was laid out along this bank of the river, from Hendrick Beekman’s to the Millstone 
River road, showing that settlement had commenced in this region, but we have no 
evidence that Evert himself ever removed here. 

A nel pe Van Wickelen or Van Wickle emigrated about 1664, probably 
ykel in Friesland. He was a carpenter by trade and was living at New 


A , 
, oo (1.e., Flatlands) on Long Island at the time of his marriage in the Flat- 
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Church Feb. 27, $690 to Mettye Symons 
vttled in the New Lots of Flatbush, a called Oostoray i metsfoort They 
land as early as 1686. It is probable that Gerrit Van Wickel bia ry he had bought 
had a son Evert bap. 1679) was his brother, Evert and Mett eV “= Lots (who 
six children: Zytie, born and living at Oostwoudt, married a May thier had 
her father, in $711 Hans Jorise Bergen (3684-1726) of Breu kel ouse of Evert, 
Hempstead Peterneltje, born and married at New Lots, ented tn 3 aa of 
sephse Hegeman (1685-1767) of Flatbush and Breuckelen; Geertje, born oa Jo- 
at New Lots, married in 1719 Hendrick Jacobs Suydam (1696-1771) of Flatbosk~ 
Jan Van Wickle of New Lots married in 1723 Ida Remsen and had two dau th 
mentioned in his will of 1732; Coevert had a wife Mettjes and Symen in inn a 
ate interested. 
Symen’ Van Wickelen or Van Wickle was named for his maternal grandfather. 
He married about 1722 Gerrardine Kouwenhoven, bap. Aug. 7, 1705 at Breuckelen, 
daughter of Nicasius Janse Kouwenhoven. She was generally called Dinah for short. 
Our earliest record of Symen and Dinah in New Jersey is Nov. 25, 1722, when they 
acted as sponsors at a baptism in the Dutch church of New Brunswick. It is prob- 
able that they settled at this time on his father’s tract along the Raritan and built 
the present house. According to family tradition, which omits Symen and his 
generation, the house was built by the younger Evert’s (1726-1757) father Evert. 
However, the younger Evert’s father was Symen and, with this correction, it is 
probably true that Evert’s father built the house rather than his grandfather 
Evert, who was living in New Lots as late as 1719 when his daughter was 
married, and of whom there is no record in New Jersey. Symen Van Wiclele 
was recorded here in the Franklin Township list of 1735. The will of Symen Van 
Wickle of Somerset Co., yeoman, dated 1753, probated Jan. 3, 1755, mentioned his 
wite Dinah, his sons Evert (bap. 1726) and Nicholas, his daughters Anne, Mary; 
ie Elsee, Mettje and Seytje, mentioned his home farm on the reat 
on Soa 31 acre lot over the River on the north side of Raritan Road mae speek 
war BW Joseph Mount, and listed negroes and plate atin ais Prthelr brother 
ve ughters with their husbands are mentioned in the wi Settje, wife 
of rt, Probated three years later: Mettje wite of George Anderson, Jt , mn nd 
ohn Boyce, Dinah wife of John Probasco, Antje wife of Jacob 97 Ae 
sie deceased | inah, wife o John Pr — wy have died unmarried as she 
not Mentioned) ate wife of Joseph Mount (Mary may 
S hi: not definitely known who owned the 
of Ever t v. Wickle, Family tradition states tha 
an Wickle deceased, lived here. Symen 


fter the death of 
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her son 

467 


house tmmediately a 


uncles of Ann, 
rw Van Wickle’s only ot 


HOUSES IN SOMERSET COUNTY 


was Nicholas Van Wickle. By license of Dec. 9, $752 he married Catrina (Trintie) 
Buys (Boice) of Middlesex and had at least three children, Gerrardina, Seytie ang 
Evert, bap. 1754, 1757, and 1761 respectively. This Nicholas Van Wickle is believeg 
to have lived near Raritan Landing. The house is not shown on Erskine’s Revoly- 
tionary map, possibly because this and the adjoining Van Wickle place may have 
been considered one property. The next knowledge we have is its sale May 18, 1795 
by Peter Antonides and wife (unnamed) to Robert T. Kemble, the deed stating it to 
be the plantation where the said Peter then resided, beginning at the Raritan River 
at the lower corner of the land of Rev. Abraham Beach; this was a 75 acre tract, and 
the sale also included a 22% acre plot on the south side of the road to Middlebush, 
in the rear of but not adjoining the first plot. The lot between these was bought 
Feb. JJ, 1800 by John Van Deveer from John D, Van Duyn and wife (unnamed) 
of Somerset; he had received it from his father Dennis Van Duyn, who in his will 
of 1792 devised to his son John the remainder of the farm unsold whereon he (the 
testator) then lived, beginning at the line of Abraham Beach and south of the road 
to Middlebush. From the wording of the will, it is possible that Dennis Van Duyn 
had sold parts of his farm to Peter Antonides. He may have received it from his 
father. The will of Willem Van Duyn of Somerset County, probated 1773, left the 
plantation on the Raritan River, which he bought of Matthias Smock and which 
of late belonged to Nicholas Van Wickle, to his son Roelef, and left the farm where 
he lived on the river to his son Denys. John Van Duyn was baptized in 1761 at New 
Brunswick, son of “De Nis” and Lena Van Duyn; Denys had been baptized in 1724, 
son of Willem Van Duyn and Sybrech Verkerk, | 
There is no gap in the history of the farm in the nineteenth century. The lot 
near the river and the rear lot were purchased May 11, 1797 from Robert Kemble 
of New York City by Hendrick Suydam of Somerset Co. On June 30, 1802 he also 
bought the lot in between from John Van Deveer, the transfer stating that it was 
part of the plantation formerly occupied by William Van Duyn. There were various 
Suydams in the vicinity of New Brunswick at an early date, and it is probable that 
this Hendrick was not a direct descendant of Hendrick Suydam, son-in-law of the 
first Evert Van Wickle. Hendrick Suydam married Aule or Alletta Rappleyea; 
he died intestate between 1833 and 1838, leaving three adult children: Arriet, wile 
of Michael Garrish of Middlesex Co.; Ann, bap. 1788, wife of Stephen Mundy of 
Allegheny Co.3 and Ida, bap. 1796, wife of Nicholas Van Wickle of Monmouth Co. 
This Nicholas was probably a grandson of Symen’s son Nicholas. On June 1, 1838 
the first two daughters conveyed to Nicholas Van Wickle theit two thirds undivided 
share of the 166 acre farm of their father. Nicholas Van Wickle undoubtedly re- 


moved to his father-in-law’s farm. He and his second wife Jane Ann, residents of 
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Franklin Township, sold this farm on Aug. 25, 1862 out of the family, and releases 
were obtained from the five children of Ida (Suydam) Van Wickle. The property 
changed hands many times until it was purchased in 1873 by Asher Atkinson. He 
leased the farm to the Smalley family, who later purchased it from him, and lived 
on the farm until recent years. It was purchased in 1932 by Mrs. Malcolm Mont- 
gomety Donaldson and her two daughters, the present owners. 

This is a good example of the one and a half story frame farmhouse of the 
Dutch. Immense hand-hewn beams, seen in the interior (plate 2), were used for the 
framework of the walls; the interstices were filled with mud, clay and straw, inter- 
fined with brick, and held together by hand-hewn lIaths. The old, long shingles with 
rounded ends still cover the side facing the canal, and the balance is clapboarded. 
The gable roof overhangs one wall, descending in a straight slope with no sugges- 
tion of a curve. The cellar beneath is paved with stone flagging and a big batten door 
separates the compartments where the slaves were quartered. The dining and kitchen 
wing is later than the main house, although also of an early period; it has very 
sinall windows, exposed beams, and low ceilings. In the main house, the wide floor 
boards, exposed beams, old twelve pane window sashes, simple fanlight, panelling 
of the fireplace wall, and small enclosed stairway with board rail, are items to be 
noticed, The Revolutionary road ran along the river bank in the bed of the present 
canal and in those days the front of the house was the side with the overhanging 
toof which faced the river. This is now the rear of the building. The house has been 
restored very successfully by George Howell, architect, and the Highland Park 
Building Company. The changes in the interior are discussed in the Introduction. 

The house stands near the canal on the northeast side of Easton Turnpike, 
about 3% miles out of New Brunswick toward Bound Brook. Adjoining it on the 
north is the Van Wickle—Beach—Lawrence property (plate 143). Between them 
tuns the lane to the old Four Mile Bridge over the Canal; in earlier days there was 
an important ford here over the river, which connected Middlebush and Piscataway: 


| 9 
House of Evert Van Wickle, later Rev. Abraham Beach's 
Easton Turnpike, Franklin Township 
PLATE 141 
endants of the builder and the 


This house is st; 
lan oe SE Cra ans CNRS SF hased in 1703. The land along 


. — hever been out of the family since it was pure ge 
Was di t was bought from the Indians for the Proprietor of East Jersey in a * i 
Van lary and sold to English and Scotch speculators. On May 29, 1703 Evert 

sland ickle, Gerardus Beekman and Leffert Pieterse, all of Kings Co., Long 
Purchased from Thomas Cardale of Jamaica for £200 a 450 acre tract on the 
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south side of the Raritan River, 3% miles from New Brunswick (recorded at 
Trenton). 

One of the purchasers, Evert Janse’ Van Wickelen or Van Wickle, emigrated 
to this country about 1664 and settled in the New Lots of Flatbush on Long Island, 
His son Symen’ Van Wickelen or Van Wickle settled on his father’s property along 
the Raritan River about 1722, building a house still standing (plate 140); a more 
detailed account of the early period is given in connection with his home. 

Symen and Dinah’s elder son was Evert’? Van Wicklen (as he spelled his name 
in his will), bap. Jan. J, 1726 at the Raritan Church. By license of Dec. 9, $752 he 
matried Cornelia Lupardus of Middlesex County, and they had a daughter Antje 
or Ann, bap. Sept. 27, 1754 at the Dutch church in New Brunswick. According 
to family tradition this house was built by or for Evert Van Wickle at the time of 
his marriage (1752) ; it stands on the northern part of his grandfather Evert’s tract, 
near the house of his father Symen. Evert and Cornelia had been married only four 
years when they died. They lie buried in a grove of trees on the property, the grave- 
stone reading: “On the 3rd Day of March, 1757 Evert Van Wickle and Cornelia 
his wife accompanied each other to the Land of Spirits. One Grave contains their 
ashes and this Stone is erected over it by their only Child, then an infant, but now 
the Wife of Abraham Beach, D.D.” The will of Evert Van Wicklen of Somerset 
Co., probated March 17, 1757, mentioned his wife Cornelia and his daughter Antje, 
his brother Nicholas Van Wicklen and brother-in-law Ram Lupardus, and his five 
sisters with their husbands; a codicil dated the day of his death mentioned his wife’s 
father Christianus Lupardus and his wife’s sister Anatje wife of Cornelius Duryea. 
The will of the father-in-law, Christianus Lupardus of Piscataway, Middlesex Co., 
dated 1767 and probated 1768, mentioned that his wife was deceased, named his 
three sons and three (surviving) daughters and his granddaughter Ann Van Wickle. 
This Christianus had lived in early life at Flatbush, Long Island, and was the son 
of Dominie Gulielmus Lupardus, minister of the Dutch Reformed Churches of 
Kings County. 

7 a ne oo Wickle, who inherited the property, was made a ward 
large screed “id _" = es, — according to family tradition tried to obtain her 
DD, and had te selves, han or about 4772 she married Rev. Abraham Beach, 
Beach, 6 sons, who died without issue, and four daughters. Abraham 
each, b. Sept. 9, 1740 at Cheshire, Conn., was a son of Capt Elnathan Beach and 

his second wife. After graduati f Y ne tun etna ae ae im 
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America with stipends and libraries. Abraham Beach was appointed by this Society 
to be “missionary” to New Brunswick; he returned to this country and entered on 
his duties at Christ Church in this “mission” September, 1767. He was a strong 
believer in the Episcopal faith but was wholly exempt from any persecuting spirit 
toward those who differed from him and his candor and kindness converted many 
af his opponents to his beliefs. 

Abraham Beach, although attached to his country, did not believe the time 
was tipe for independence which he thought would come at the proper period with- 
out civil war. He did not consider himself absolved of his allegiance by the Declara- 
tion of Independence nor free to omit parts of the Liturgy (which directed prayers 
for King and Government) without the approbation of the Society, and he closed 
his church for some months rather than violate the vows taken at his ordination. It 
required great prudence to perform his duties as clergyman of the hated Church of 
England and yet maintain that neutrality which he deemed imposed by his calling. 
He was successful in enjoying the respect of both patriots and loyalists, to such an 
extent that a patriot vestry shortly after the war elected him First Associate of Rev. 
Samuel Provoost at Trinity Church in New York City. He held this position for 
twenty-nine years, until he retired in 1813. During this period he was instrumental, 
as a delegate at various conventions, in organizing the Episcopal Church in the 
United States and in procuring the consecration of American bishops in this country. 
He was a liberally educated scholar and was well versed also in doctrinal theology. 

The property on the Raritan River remained for many years a part of the 
Van Wickle estate. Ann Van Wickle and Abraham Beach resided here throughout 
the Revolution, when it was often between the lines, exposed to depredations from 
both parties and to balls fired in skirmishes between advance guards. After his 
appointment to Trinity Church, they lived in New York and only spent their sum- 
mets on the farm, It was not until Oct. 31, 1799 (recorded 1808) that Robert Boggs, 
evidently then executor of the Van Wickle estate, conveyed the title of the property 
0 Abraham Beach; in this deed he described it as “the farm whereon . «« Abraham 
th ch usually resides in the summer season,” consisting of a 266% -acre mee = 
, eee Side of the River Raritan adjoining Hendrick Suydam ta re ve (piste tie 

+ 2 acre lot across the river and a 7% acte lot at the page “¢ ? i femn wt 
¢) Beach died in January, 1808, Her husband retired : tee i a sas abe 
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daughters married John Adams Pool and lived in the Low mansion at Rarita, 
Landing (plate 116). The daughter Julia Beach Lawrence, who received the Van 
Wickle—Beach property, married her cousin Thomas Lawrence Wells (1799. 
1886). Their son Lawrence Wells was the father of the present owner, Miss Jyji, 
Lawrence Wells of New York City, who spends her summer's here at Elm Farm. 

The present house is a very large structure built at three separate times, The 
end toward the canal is the old unit, erected by or for Evert Van Wickle about 
1752, It is of brick and sandstone with a shingled gable. It is covered by a gambrel 
roof of the New England type. There are no overhanging eaves. A central hallway 
runs the depth of this unit and is flanked on either side by two rooms. Another house 
was built on the west end in 1810 and became the central portion of the building 
when another large addition was made on the west in the second half of the nine- 
teenth century. The many alterations have hidden to a great extent the original 
character of the house. The stone of the south front has been refaced and a large 
porch added. Balconies, dormers, slatted blinds and various types of windows are 
other changes. An old slave house formerly stood by the canal bank at the opposite 
end of the field. A large walnut tree, planted by Abraham Beach at the time of his 
marriage, still grows by the canal. | 

The house is on the southwest bank of the canal, which displaced the Revolu- 
tionary road along the Raritan River. It stands in an estate of several hundred acres 
about 3% miles from New Brunswick toward Bound Brook, and is secluded by its 
groves of trees from the Easton Turnpike. On the southeast is the first Van Wickle 
house (plate 140), and between them is the old lane to the ford, which was once an 
important link between Piscataway and Middlebush. 


House of Jacobus Wyckoff, later Voorhees’ 
Countyline Road, Franklin Park 
PLATE 142 


__ The road on which this house stands was laid southwestward from New Bruns- 
= toward Trenton and was an early route to Philadelphia. Every few miles it 
seid, PY a small brook or run which was early given the name of its approxt- 
of Nine Mile Ron, reed Brunswick. Thus this house stands on the southwest b 
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.. shown on the southwest side of Nine Mi 

house a house here is marked C, Wycof on an a on 
1745, bu | ted map made by him short! 
afterwards, and inscribed to James Alexander (who died in 1756) in most shortly 
these maps are identical. On Azariah Dunham’s map of 1766 the hou a thar 
Jacobus Wikoff and on Robert Erskine’s Revolutionary map, Cobus v7 vied ro 
the map of 1850 it is shown as A, Voorhees’ and on the 1860 map as P, pd ets! The 
west wing of the house is believed to be over 200 years old and the main sc to date 
from $745. The above map shows that no house existed here in 1745: the west 
wing was therefore probably built a few years after this date and the main house at 
some period before the Revolution. 

Jacobus Wyckoff, or Cobus for short, was evidently the builder of the house 
and lived here until after the Revolution. His connection with the Wyckoff family 
is unknown. The will of Mariah, widow of Jacobus Wicoff of Nine Mile Run, 
dated 1799 and probated 1804, mentioned “Peter Wicof, son of my beloved Jacobus 
Wicof, deceased, with whom I now live,” and named as executor “my son-in-law” 
Peter Wicof. This may be the Pieter, son of Jacob Wyckoff and Sara his wife, bap. 
Jan, 22, 1758 in the Dutch church at Six Mile Run, although the names Jacob and 
Jacobus were not generally interchangeable. Peter Wyckoff inherited the north 
i of the farm, later owned by Garret Nevius; he lived to an old age and died 
about 1828, 

The south part of the farm, on which stands the Jacobus Wyckoff home, was 
bought about 1797 by the Churches of Millstone and Six Mile Run for a parsonage, 
- it was occupied for a few years by Rev. Dr. Cannon, and then = en —" 
a purchased the property and left it to his only child, —— = on by 
om unmarried about 1868. In 1860 it was owned by Peter {Ay Ue On 

Smith, and in 1910 by his son Peter Smith. The latter sold i 923 

real estate, fy E. Means, pur chased it in 
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PLATE 128 


House of Judge John Berrien 
Rocky Hill 


The date on the parlor fireback, 1764, has always been considered the date of erection of this house. 
John Berrien was living in the township by 1735 and on this site at least as early as 1745, but presumably 
in the early wing which has since disappeared. He was a Justice of the Supreme Court and a trustee of 
Princeton University. This handsome two story house was erected on the estate which he called 
Rockingham and was reached from the Princeton side of the river across a ford and up a long 
private avenue of trees. For an undetermined reason it was only along the Millstone and Raritan 
Rivers in central New Jersey that the Dutch built two story houses in the country. It will be noted that 
the old windows in the southeast room have a narrow lower sash while those in the southwest room 
have sashes of equal size; both are types in common use. Beautiful specimens of old panelling, 
cupboards and doors remain, especially in the southeast room. Berrien’s widow was Washington’s host 
and it is here that he wrote his Farewell Address to the Army and first delivered it from the balcony. 
This balcony is a very unusual feature for a Dutch house. 
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‘ PLATE 129 


Berrien (?)—Pumyea House 
Old Rocky Hill Road, Rocky Hill 


This house is believed to stand on the Peter Berrien tract; it was probably built by a Berrien son 
before the Revolution, and later passed by marriage into the Pumyea family. Most of the Dutch ovens 
connected with the fireplace and chimney but were built outside the walls of the houses, The photograph 
shows one of the few still remaining. 
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PLATE 130 


Gulick (?)—Ditmars House 
Road to Blawenburg, Harlingen 


This may be the house owned by Youim Heuleck (Joachim Gulick?) during the Revolution. In the 
middle of the nineteenth century it was the home of Peter Ditmars. The house is an irregular frame 
structure built in many units and at different times. A small part of the back and the side walls is of 
irregular stone roughly laid. 
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PLATE 131 


House of Guisbert Lane 
south of North Branch, Bridgewater Township 


This stone house was built in 1737 by Guisbert Lane on a tract he purchased in 1730. The ends of the 
structural tie rods have been shaped to record the date, the first two figures of which still show above 
the windows. The stones are unusually long and flat. The very wide window frames may have been 
inserted with the modern four-paned sashes. The house has not the charm of the Bergen County stone 
houses due to the absence of the curving overhang, which was not characteristic of Somerset County. 
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PLATE 132 


Lane—Brokaw House 
south of North Branch, Bridgewater Township 







Ss is believed (probably incorrectly) to have been the home of Lieutenant John Brokaw, who was 
Wied at the Battle of Germantown, and whose widow received a visit of consolation from Washington. 
@eekew’s widow married William Lane and they made their home here. Lane probably had built the 
“Weeee at the time of his first marriage, 1750. It is one of the very few houses built of brick in the 
Seen covered by this volume. It also differs in that the masonry is carried up to the roof line with no 

ting use of clapboarding or shingles in the gable. The shallow brick arches over the windows are 
ee! of nearby Hunterdon County. The house has great depth and is covered by a low gable roof. 
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PLATE 133 


Middagh (?)—Frelinghuysen House 
Somerset Street, Raritan 


The date of erection of this house is unknown. It stands on the large Middagh tract and is believed to 
have been the home of Cornelius Middagh who died in 1778. Erskine’s Revolutionary map designates a 
house in this vicinity as Colonel Frelinghuysen’s. The first known owner of the house was General 
John Frelinghuysen, born 1775, son of the Revolutionary Colonel, and his descendants owned it until 
recently. The house is not definitely pre-revolutionary in feeling, but this may be due in part to its 
size and to the neo-Grecian portico, which belongs to the Federal period. However, the gable end has 
pre-revolutionary proportions and lines. The large gable dormer is of course a later change. The main 
house is of brick and the more modestly built slave wing is covered with clapboarding. 
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PLATE 134 


House of Johannes Moelich (Mellick) 
Road to Peapack, Far Hills 


This house was built in 1752 by Johannes Moelich and his wife under the supervision of Casper Berger, 
German stone mason. It remained the Mellick family home until recent years. Although the builders 
came from Germany by way of Philadelphia and therefore could not have been infiuenced by the stone 
houses of the Dutch in Bergen County, their similarity and differences suggest a comparison. Like 
many of the Bergen County houses, it is a one and a half story building of irregular stone covered by 
a steep gambrel roof, but the stonework is carried all the way up the gable, there are fewer windows 
and the roof has no curving overhang. The most distinctive feature of the house is the stonework over 
the windows. As in Hunterdon County the tops of the window openings are in the form of shallow 
arches but they are built of long, irregular stones of varying length laid on end. This gives the house a 
feeling of ruggedness and defiance of the elements. Porches, dormers, and a large addition at the. 
rear are all later changes. 
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PLATE 135 


Quick House 
near North Branch, Bridgewater Township 


The date of erection of this house is uncertain. The property was purchased from the Dutchess of 
Gordon in 1801 by Abraham Quick, who settled here. Accounts suggest that the house was already in 
existence at this time, and if so it must have been erected by some tenant of the Dutchess. The house 
is not definitely pre-revolutionary in feeling. It was built in two units, both along similar lines, with 
lower ceilings in the west half. The small lie-on-your-stomach windows are typical of the post-revo- 
lutionary era. The roofline has not been broken by dormers. 
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PLATE 136 


House of Hendrick and Abraham Staats 
South Bound Brook 


This house is more generally known as Steuben’s Headquarters. Until 1935 it was the home of the de- 
scendants of his host, Abraham Staats. It is probable that the first settler on the tract was the uncle, 
Hendrick Staats, and that between 1738 and 1740 he built the original unit. This consists of the right 
three-fifths of the section in this photograph (see plate 6 for plan). An interesting feature is the very 
large chimney which feeds the two fireplaces in the corners of the main rooms. Not until about 1800 was 
this unit enlarged on the west (left) side and a small wing also added. Although the old sashes are typi- 
cal of both 1738 and 1800, the very thick moldings in the windows to the right of the door can readily be 
contrasted with the later moldings in the windows to the left of the door. This is the only external 
difference as the enlargement was carried out in a similar style. The present roof line has been extended 
slightly beyond all the walls and the sloping dormers have been added. The bottle glass eyes in the 
old door give a quaint touch; they were generally used in the interior only. 
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PLATE 137 


House of John Van Doren 
Millstone 


This tract was purchased in 1752 by Christian Van Doren and conveyed to his son John in 1755. The 
house was undoubtedly built by John Van Doren about this time and it continued in the ownership of 
his descendants until about 1925. It is a handsome two story building which remains practically 
unaltered to this day. The plan of the main building consists of two large rooms, one behind the other, 
with a wide hallway running along the side. Adjoining the hall is the wing, formerly the kitchen and 
slave quarters. The gradation in size of the window openings on the different floors is interesting. 
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PLATE 138 


House of Philip Van Horn 
Middlebrook, Bridgewater Township 


This was the country mansion of Philip Van Horn, a wealthy New York merchant, which he built in 
the third quarter of the eighteenth century, where he spent his summers and whither he later retired. 
It was known as “Phil’s Hill” or “Convivial Hall” due to the unlimited hospitality which was dispensed 
here. Officers of both British and patriot armies were welcomed and Lord Sterling had his headquarters 
here. The house has nothing in common with the Dutch farmhouses of the period. It is a large, rectang- 
ular, two story frame house, through the center of which runs a wide hallway with spacious rooms 
opening off it on either side. The smaller two story wing was the kitchen and slave quarters. The 
original roof of the main house undoubtedly ended at the line of the walls in the same manner as the 
roof over the wing, without cornice or projection over the gable end. The modern shutters and unkempt 
condition also detract from its original appearance which was probably similar to that of the smaller 
Van Doren house at Millstone (plate 137). 
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PLATE 139 


House of Derrick Van Vechten 
Finderne 


This is the earliest two story house still in existence. With the exception of the Van Campen house 
on the Delaware River and the Dey house at Preakness (plates 170 and 144), the only two story houses 
built in the country by the Durch before the Revolution were in the Raritan River and Millstone 
River section, and they were erected in the thirty-five years previous to the war. This house was built 
by Derrick Van Vechten, supposedly in 1715, but as he was a lad of only 16 years at this time a 
date a few years later would probably be more correct. It is a two story brick building covered by a 
gable roof which resembles that on many of the Dutch farmhouses. General Greene had his head- 
quarters here and gave a Christmas Eve dance for his Commander in Chief. The house remained in 
the Van Vechten family until the middle of the nineteenth century. 
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PLATE 140 


House of Symen Van Wickle, later Suydam’s 
Easton Turnpike, Franklin Township 


This house was probably built about 1722 by Symen Van Wickle on land bought by his father in 1703. 
It passed out of the family, and in 1797 was purchased by Hendrick Suydam whose son-in-law Nicholas 
Van Wickle later owned it until 1862. This house greatly resembles those in Kings County, the early 
home of the builder, and is typical of the Dutch farmhouses of this period. Notice the long rounded 
shingles still remaining on the front wall. The steep gable roof extends in a straight slope over the 
front (now the rear) wall to form a deep overhang. Until the recent restoration, the plan of the house 
consisted of a main room and a small bedroom on either side of a central hallway. The wing is unusu- 
ally long and, although of an early period, was built later than the house. The dormers are more recent 


alterations. 
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PLATE 141 


House of Evert Van Wickle, later Rev. Abraham Beach's 
Easton Turnpike, Franklin Township 


Family tradition states that the old unit of this house was built by or for Evert Van Wickle at the 
time of his marriage in 1752. It stands on a tract owned by his father Symen and eventually conveyed 
to Evert’s son-in-law Rev. Abraham Beach, a noted minister of the late eighteenth century. It passed 
down the female line and is still the home of descendants. The present building is in reality three 
houses erected at separate times. The original unit is the east end by the canal. It is of stone and brick 
and is covered by a gambrel roof of the New England type. The stone front of the house has been 
refaced. Porch, balcony, and dormers are all later changes, as are the shutters and some of the window 
sashes. 
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PLATE 142 


House of Jacobus Wyckoff, later Voorhees’ 
Franklin Park 


The one and a half story wing is the original unit. It was built by Jacobus Wyckoff between 1745 and 
1756. He added the two story building before the Revolution. It was used as the Six Mile Run 
parsonage for a few years after 1797 and then became the home of the Voorhees family. The wing 
consists of only one large room with a big fireplace, low ceilings and exposed beams. The hallway runs 
through the main house on the end adjoining the wing, and off the hall open two rooms each with fire- 
place, early type mantel and corner cupboard. The small size of the windows in the main unit is to be 
noted, and also the absence of windows (except in the garret) on the gable end. The old, long, rounded 
shingles still cover a part of the building. The brackets at the roof line are typical nineteenth century 
alterations. 
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including Essex, Passaic, Hunterdon, Morris 
3 
Sussex and Warren Counties 


Essex and Passaic Counties 


HE present Passaic (originally part of Essex) County was settled by men of 

Dutch descent, most of whom came from the adjoining lands in old Bergen 

County. The present Essex County was settled largely by Englishmen from 
New England and Long Island, but there were also a number of Dutch settlements 
in its northwest and northeast regions. 

In the years 1661-63 a group of New Englanders entered into negotiations with 
Director Stuyvesant for the planting of a Congregational settlement at the Achter 
Col, but there was a temporary setback to these plans when self government without 
appeal was denied them. It was not until 1666, when the Province was owned by 
Carteret, that the project was carried out, and at the Governor’s suggestion the 
people from Milford and Branford commenced their settlement on the Passaic River 
at the present Newark. In 1667 and 1678 they purchased from the Indians all the 
land stretching from the Elizabethtown Purchase on the south to the mouth of the 
Third River on the north and to the top of the mountains on the west; they received a 
confirmatory deed from the Proprietors on Dec. 10, 1696 and a Town Patent on 
April 27, 1713, The southern section of old Essex County was settled at the present 
Elizabethtown in 1665 by four families from Long Island. This lower region 
remained wholly English and is now incorporated in Union County. . 

The portion of Essex County west of the mountains was settled by both English 
and Dutch under many conflicting grants and deeds from the Indians, Carteret and 
the Proprietors of both East and West Jersey. In 1679 a Dutch company from 

etgen purchased from the Indians the lands between Cedar Grove, Pine Br ook 


and Acquackanonk and this deed was confirmed by Carteret in 1684, Sir Thomas 
rseneck in 1701 from the West 


Ten, and others obtained a patent for a tract at Ho . dh 
etsey Society. In 1702 and again in 1745 the N ewark people, disregarding € 
‘Optietors, purchased from the Indians the lands extending to the Passaic River. 
0 'S confusion of titles resulted in riots and land troubles which were not _— 

"Many years and many lost their homes if they had not the money to repurchase 


their farms, 
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Although the Newark Purchase extended as far north as the Acquackanonk 
Patent, the English made their homes only in the southern portion around Newark 
and the Oranges. The northern portion was gradually sold to Dutch settlers in the 
second half of the seventeenth century. The only Dutch village of any size was 
Second River, now Belleville, situated at the junction of the Passaic and Second 
Rivers. A Reformed Church was organized here in 1700. A road was laid in 1707 
north to Acquackanonk over an Indian trail along the river bank, where several 
farms had already been opened. Among the earliest settlers were the Speers, Vree- 
lands, and Van Giesens. The Third or Yantecaw River meanders through the north- 
eastern section of the county, and its junction with the Passaic River forms the 
patent and county lines, The present Town of Nutley includes a group of small 
Dutch settlements made along the bank of the river in the opening years of the 
eighteenth century. In the interior, the village of Stone House Plains, now Brook- 
dale, was formed on the headwaters of the Third River in the 1690’s; the Van 
Giesens and Cockefairs were among the early inhabitants here. Further west the 
Speers and others settled at Upper Montclair, formerly Speertown. These small 
communities were dependent on the Acquackanonk and Second River Churches 
until 1795 when a branch church was organized at Stone House Plains. 

The northwestern part of Essex County around Fairfield is bounded by a wide 
loop of the Passaic River, which no doubt gave rise to the old name of Horseneck 
for the region. This neck was settled mainly by the Dutch. Among the earliest was 
Simon Van Ness, who was here by 1710. A Dutch Church was organized in 1720. 

That part of Passaic County in the bend of the Passaic River, within which 
the present cities of Passaic and Paterson are located, remained a part of Essex 
County until 1837. The land here was purchased by a group of Dutchmen from the 
Indians in 1679: they received a form of government from the Proprietors in 1683 
and were granted the Acquackanonk Patent on March 16, 1684/5. Elias Michielsen 
(Vreeland) was the first settler. He was followed in 1682 by about ten families, who 
formed the nucleus of Acquackanonk village, now Passaic. The Dutch Church was 
organized here in 1693, 

The portion of Passaic County between the Passaic and Ramapo Rivers was a 
part of Bergen County throughout most of the eighteenth century. The land here 
was bought up in large tracts by speculators and gradually sold to settlers. The 
Wagaraw Patent of 1696 was granted to Marian Campbell, widow, for a large tract 
= land along the Wagaraw or Goffle Brook above the most northerly bend of the 

assaic River. It was purchased in 1706 by the Ryerson family, one of whom settle 
here. The Totowa Patent of 1696 granted to George Willocks lands along the west 
side of the Passaic River, a large portion of which was purchased in 1715 by Dirck 
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Van Houten who made his home here, In 1695 Arent Schuyler, Brockholst, etc., 
obtained an Indian deed and confirmatory patent for 5500 acres along the east side 
of the Pequanock River from its junction with the Passaic north to the Ramapo 
River. Arent settled about 1702 at the north end, which remained largely in the 
hands of his family. The lands in the interior along the Singac or Preakness Brook 
were mainly granted to Thomas Hart of London; his heirs sold various tracts about 
{717-20 to Dutchmen, whose families made their homes here in the next fifty years. 
These scattered settlements depended on the Acquackanonk Church to the south 
and the Ponds Church to the northeast. The Pompton Plains Church was organized 
across the river in Morris County about 1734, the Totowa Church in 1754 and the 
Preakness Church not until 1804-05, 

A county was formed in 1675 out of the Newark and Elizabethtown Purchases; 
in 1682 it received the name of Essex County and its boundaries were extended as 
far east as the Hackensack River. In 1710 the Pequannock and Passaic Rivers 
became the northern and eastern boundaries when a large section was given to 
Bergen County. In 1837 the western portion of the land thus allotted to Bergen and 
the northern portion of Essex were formed into the new Passaic County. In 1857 
Union County was organized from the southern part of Essex. The present Essex 
County thus corresponds to the original Newark ‘Township. 

There is great variety in the Dutch houses of the present Passaic County and 
the adjoining lands in Essex County. This may be due in part to the frequent 
changes in civil organization and to the influence of English neighbors, There were 
many scattered farms in this territory, the only large village being Acquackanonk 
(Passaic) at one end, so that there was no center to crystallize architectural forms. 
Each house standing today has its individual character, although fundamentally a 
Variation of the style evolved throughout the country by the Dutch. The pre-revolu- 
tionary houses are all built of stone, two with brick fronts, and all but one with 
gable roofs, Most of the houses in the section belonging for a time to Bergen 
County have the curved overhanging eaves so popular there. In two of the houses 
isle find the arched window-heads common in West Jersey. One house far from a 
Village is a two story mansion which shows little Dutch influence except in the 
characteristic combination of different building materials. In these houses the group- 
ae of the units varies greatly. The “stoep” and the well sweep, formerly such 

acteristic features, have almost entirely disappeared with the march of time. 

oe of these may be seen in plates 145 and 154. . 
— he old roads and houses were located through Erskine’s ern ar ic peal 
nly the owners determined through a series of maps. The genealogical . , 
awn mainly from Nelson’s History of Paterson and Labaw’s History 0 
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was necessary for a few of the families 


Preakness, although original research work 
tly in 1925 and partly in 


involved. The photographs in this section were taken par 
1933-34. 


Hunterdon County 


The greater part of the present Hunterdon County was purchased by the Pro- 
prietors from the Indians on June 27, 1703, the deed conveying $50,000 acres on the 
Raritan River west of the Division Line. The land was divided between the Pro- 
prietors in hundredth shares according to their rights. The Proprietors disposed of 
large tracts generally to speculators. The West New Jersey Society, a stock company 
organized in London in 1691, made extensive purchases and had 93,000 acres sur- 
veyed in June, 1733. They encouraged settlement under leasehold and in 1735 had 
ninety-eight families as lessees; in 1744 they sold to James Alexander a tract of 
10,000 acres embracing the region of Lebanon, Whitehouse and Round Valley. 
Actual settlement was slow. The $722 census of Hunterdon County, which at that 
time included the present Mercer, Morris, Warren and Sussex Counties, recorded 
only 138 men subject to taxation of whom 16 were single, and only 16,975 acres then 
in possession. 

The earliest settlers, who were mainly Quakers, came from the Delaware Bay 
on the south and arrived at the Falls of the Delaware about 1676. From the same 
direction later came the Germans who populated a large part of the county. Other 
settlers, mainly Dutch and Scotch Presbyterians, came from Raritan Bay on the 
east, by way of Woodbridge and Piscataway and then along the branches of the 
Raritan River into Hunterdon County. The Raritan was navigable up to the union 
of the North and South Branches. The grain crops of West Jersey were gathered 
here, floated in flat-bottomed boats down to New Brunswick and thence shipped to 
the larger markets, 

The Dutch settlements in Hunterdon County were few in number and size. 
They _ located in the small region between Three Bridges and Whitehouse, 
a bere pene County border. This section became Readington Township. It 
ae “rye rm our me ew tights: Joseph Kirkbride had the southeast pot- 
und Budd & Looe a the southwest, George Willocks the northeast, 
locating. on Hci gan the northwest. Adriaen Lane was the first Dutch settler, 

: = ans Run at Readington village about 1700, Many of his country- 

men followed him between 1710 and 1720, settling mainl d 
along Pleasant Run. Among th Seta heh at White Sioume 6 

barn the congregation woriile ned for fifteen renin aogier sige 

tavern gave the name of White Elous oF Hine eats and whose white plastered 

e to the village. The Reformed Dutch Church 


of Readington was ‘ 
sag organized about 1717; the first house of worship was erected the 


MORRIS COUNTY 


ing year near the junction of the North and South Branch | 
aie “5 oe days it was known as the North Branch Church “ of Raritan River, 
Hunterdon County was organized in $713 from a part of Burlington Count 
At that time it comprised all of West Jersey above Trenton. Morris County (includ. 
t Warren and Sussex) was set off in 738 and Mercer County not 


ino the presen 
until 1838-39. The county seat was at Trenton until 1785 when it was moved to 


Flemington. /.. 
The number of existing pre-revolutionary Dutch houses is too small to establish 


a type for the county with any degree of accuracy. However, two points stand out. 
All the houses were built of stone and generally included a certain amount of brick- 
work. Shallow arches were built above the doors and windows, a style common in 


West Jersey. 
The ownership of the houses in this county was determined through Erskine’s 
s of later maps. The photographs were taken in 


Revolutionary surveys and a serie 
1933 after the field survey. The author is grateful to Hiram Deats for his aid. 


Morris County 


An immense tract on both sides of the Pequannock River, extending to the 
foothills and the Passaic and Pompton Rivers, was purchased from the Indians 
on June 6, 1695 by Schuyler, Brockholst, and associates. The following year they 
obtained confirmation from both the East and West Jersey Proprietors of 1500 
acres on the west side of the Pequannock River, and settlement was commenced 
by the Dutch about 1700. John Reading, William Penn and other Proprietors of 
West Jersey took up tracts of {200 acres or more further inland, which they sold to 
oe About 1710 a number of men from New England started the villages of 
called fe. Whippany and Morristown ( then New Hanover). A group of Germans 
Rreed f — the continent in 1707, landed in Philadelphia and marched overland 
Gecmas ew York by way of southwestern Morris County, where they stayed in 

n Valley, 

ave County was a part of West Jersey and in early days was rears hen 
and enki eee in Hunterdon County. Its first assessor was sppointol ot “- 
road from Nv officers in 1723, That year the first public road was officia a — ; 
_ hg to Hanover through the West Division. On March Pi 8 v ; 
COU Was ite (then including Sussex and Warren) was organized and the - 
and Hany onvened at Morristown in 1740. Three townships, Morris, Pequann0"" 
ver, were created. Sussex (including Warren) County was set apat 


in 1753, , 
Wealth ve Morris County had become a political division, it rapidly grew 1m 
Population and the entire county was opened up for settlement between 
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1740 and 1775. Grain and cattle were raised, chiefly for the New York market, and 
timber was cut for export. 

The Dutch population of the county was principally in the orig inal Pequan- 
nock Township, in the northeastern corner of the county. Schuyler and his associates 
sold the lower end of their tract in 1702 to Maurice Mourison, one third of the land 


in 1696 to a group of Dutchmen and another third in 1717 to Symon Vanness and 
from Bergen and New York started 


John Le Maitre. These and other Dutchmen 
settlements here about 1700, centering around Pompton and Pompton Plains on 
place was organized about 


the Pequannock River. The Dutch Church at the latter 
flows through the Montville valley into 


1734, A short distance to the west a stream 

the Rockaway River; in early days it was ftnown as the Uylekill and gave its name 

to the Dutch settlement, now called Montville. On Oct. 2, 1744 Humphrey Daven- 
Proprietor. He built and 


port purchased 750 acres here from Thomas Stevenson, 
settled here and was followed in the next few year's by the Hyler, Jacobus, Millege, 


Parlaman and Van Duyn families, who opened up farms on this and adjoining tracts. 
A Reformed Dutch Church was organized at Old Boonton nearby about 1753 and 
was moved to Lower Montville in 1818. Several Dutch families also settled to the 
east in the Te Wechauw or Towaco valley. Cornelis Doremus located in this neigh- 
borhood in the 1740’s and so many of his descendants remained here that the locality 
was known as Doremustown. 

The Dutch houses in Morris County were built of the local stone, which varied 
tn character in the different regions. The houses were small, long and narrow and 
were covered by steep gable roofs, generally with no overhanging eaves. 

The houses were photographed in 1733 and 1934 after the field survey was 
made. As usual, Erskine’s Revolutionary maps proved invaluable in determining 
the old roads and early owners. The text is based largely on county histories an 


individual researches. 


Sussex and Warren Counties 


to tone northwestern portion of New Jersey from the New York border’ 
tion, The Dotch lx and Phillipsburg was only sparsely settled before the Revolu- 
River south map Wa — — the New York border and along the Delaware 
mountainous and fill rs Soap . thie was the Minisink country. The hinterland was 

There was 0 or ar pies sg which were operated by other nationalities. 
the line was hae cantvaton in the land titles near the state border because 
Minisink Patents pane times and not finally accepted until 1772. Two large 
as far south as at en hire Province of New York in 1697 and 1704, extended 
an isink Island. From time to time Proprietary rights wet? 
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cated by the Proprietors of West Jersey and sold by them to indiv; 
ye The territory, later Warren County, was not sceleeel psy ede 
until Aug. 18, 1753. ’ 
The Minisinks were known to the Dutch at an early date. In 1652 the Dutch 
West India Company sent an inquiry to Stuyvesant concerning the mineral wealth 
of the Minisink country. Mines were opened in the lower Pahaquarry Township 
neat the Delaware Water Gap, and the Old Mine Road was constructed from there 
along the Delaware River to Port Jervis, and thence inland through the Neversink 
valley to Esopus on the Hudson River, a distance of about one hundred miles, 
This road was abandoned when the English conquered New Netherland in 1664, 
It was not until the end of the century that Dutch and Huguenot settlers followed 
this old route from Esopus. The Upper Minisink Neighborhood in the Neversink 
valley was populated first. The region about Machackemack (Port Jervis) in both 
states was settled in the 1690’s by Willem Tietsoort and others. A joint Church was 
organized in $737 for the Reformed Congregations of Minisink and Machackemack, 
which seem to have been in existence about 1716, Farms were opened on the other 
side of the mountains in the interior along the state border about the same time, 
under New York or New Jersey titles, The village of Sussex was not started until 
1734 by Peter Decker, and was known until recently as Deckertown. A Dutch 
church in these back Minisinks was erected in the Clove valley near the Tietsoort 
farm, On April 18, 1713 Thomas Stevenson, West Jersey Proprietor, sold 2000 
actes to Johannes, Claus and Simon Westphalia, Tunis and Romora Quick, and 
Cornelius Dutcher, all of the West Division of New Jersey. Presumably about this 
time Thomas Stevenson sold 500 acres, including the Great Minisink Island and 
the mainland adjoining, to Jacob Kuykendall and Uriah Westfalya, of which they 
sold 240 acres to Anthony Westbrook. The latter had the village of Minisink 
platted on April 7, 1725 for himself, Johannes Westbrook, Jr. and Jan apni 
Another settlement, known as Walpack, grew up neat Flatbrookville and a Chure 
Was otganized about 1737. Among the early families here were the ——— 
Van Aukens and Rosencrantzes. In 1718 Joseph Kirkbride, West ee . 
Prietor, located 500 acres on the nearby Shapanack Flats, part of gree” built 
ne come into the possession of Isaac Van Campen in 4750, and - eax calle 
€ before the Revolution, The lower end of the Minisink coun y Test 
ahaquarry and later became a part of Warren County. George Hutcheson, 
Jersey Prope 7 1732 to Col. Abraham Van 
Y Proprietor, sold 1666 actes here on March 8, '« believed to have 
pen, He was the first permanent settler of this region and is be 


é earl 
Come here as early as 1725, Across the river at Smithfield, Par, rn eo 7 
‘ettlement made by the Du Puys and others; its chur ch, built abv | 499 
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attended by many of the inhabitants of the lower Minisinks in New Jersey and 
the same families settled both sides of the river. 
In 1769 Richard Smith of Burlington went down the Delaware River in a 
canoe with Indian guides. He recorded: “The upper part of the Minisink trades 
to Sopus and the lower to Philadelphia... . We lodged last night at Peter Kiken- 
dahl’s (Port Jervis). He had good Beds but we chose our bear skins as usual. .., 
Here the hills on the river open to the right and left and let in some good Flats. .,, 
From Kikendahl’s to Justice Rosencrants (at Walpack) they reckon thirty miles, 
.+. The lands along the Minisinks are not so rich as I expected; very little meadow 
is visible, the ground rather fit for the plow and somewhat sandy like ours about 
Burlington and accordingly they raise more rye than wheat. Not many houses are 
to be seen and those quite mean, the Flats in many places narrow flanked still by 
the Range of Hills. The Islands are low and level but the Bushes so thick round 
them that we could not discover how far they were improved. ... We quitted Mr. 
Kikendahl’s at seven o’clock and rowed (in the canoe) all the way being fitity-two 
miles ... and in thirteen and a half hours reached Otters eighteen miles above 
Easton. ... The soil of Sussex as far as we have seen is hilly, stony, broken and 
indifferent; it is the same on the Pennsylvania side. The timber is... shrubby and 
not fit for sawing for the most part. We had a glimpse of the late Col. Van Camp’s 
place below Walpack; he has a good share of even land and a range of swelling 
hills proper for sheep pasture as much of all this country would be if it was 
cultivated... .” 

Mr, Preston visited the country in 1787 as deputy under John Lukens, Sut- 
veyor General. He recorded: “I found Nicholas Dupuis, Esq., son of Samuel (and 
grandson of the first settlers), living in a spacious stone house in plenty and 
affluence. He stated that the old mine holes were a few miles above on the Jersey 
side of the river by the lower part of Pahaquarry Flat: that the Meenisink settlement 
extended forty miles or more on both sides of the river: that he had well known the 
mine road‘to Esopus and used, before he opened the boat channel through Foul 
Rift, to drive on it several times each winter with loads of wheat and cider, as also 
did his neighbors, to purchase their salt and necessaries in Esopus, having no other 
market or knowledge where the river ran to; that after a navigable channel was 
opened through Foul Rift, they generally took to boating and most of the settlement 


eed their trade down stream, and the mine road became less and less traveled. 
is interview with the admirable Nicholas Dupuis, Esq., was in June 1787. He 
then appeared about Sixty years o 


The Wiss: f age.” 
and i ks were claimed for many years by the Province of New York 
nn oundary was not finally drawn until 1772, Enough settlers had drifted 
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down from Esopus to warrant the organization of a voting preci wattict 
votes were counted in Ulster County until 1709 and then in Orange Count, a 
York: as late as $739 they were taxed for building the gaol at Goshen, the lene 
seat of Orange. For some years, all of northwestern New Jersey was included in 
Hunterdon County. In 1738/9 Morris County was set off and included all the land 
to the Delaware River. Walpack Township was formed in 1742 and was organized 
into Sussex County in 1753, Warren County was not set off until 1824, 

These Dutch settlements along the Delaware River were in the wilds far from 
the larger settlements in central New Jersey. They formed an important line of 
defence against Indian raids. At the time of the French and Indian War, forts were 
built at Minisink, Walpack and Pahaquarry and garrisons stationed there. The 
Old Mine Road was not merely a local highway, but an important thoroughfare 
between the colonies. As late as 1800 John Adams passed down it as the best route 
from Boston to Philadelphia. 

The number of Dutch houses remaining is too few to determine the average 
style of architecture in the Minisinks. The extant houses are built of stone, generally 
limestone, and are covered by gable roofs, which usually have a steep pitch and 
no overhanging eaves. They vary considerably in size, degree of finish and other 
details. 

The survey of the Delaware River in {769 by Dennis, articles on the Old Mine 
Road, county histories, and the records of the Minisink Churches form the basis of 
the text. The author is indebted to Professor Charles A. Philhower for calling 


attention to this region. 
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Houses in Essex and Passaic Counties 


House of Albert Berdan 


Berdan Avenue, Upper Preakness, Passaic County 
PLATE 143 


Jan Berdan, Jr. came to this country as a boy with his parents, and settled on 
Long Island. After his marriage and the birth of his eldest child, he removed to 
Hackensack, where he built a stone house in 1717 and lived the balance of his life 
(see supra). He was a large landholder, owning tracts in Hackensack, Maywood, 
Slooterdam and Upper Preakness. On Nov. 18, 1720 he bought from the heirs of 
Thomas Hart of London 362 acres on Singac (now Preakness) Brook in Upper 
Preakness. It was here that his son Albert built and settled, Albert’ Berdan, b. Jan. 
17, 1702 at Hackensack, removed in early manhood to Acquackanonk, where he was 
living when he married at the Hackensack Church Sept. 29, $727 Divertje Banta of 
Acquackanonk, bap. May 24, 1710. 

At some date Albert removed to his father’s tract in Upper Preakness; he put 
up a log cabin, and later undoubtedly built a more permanent home (the wing of 
the present house), which had passed before the Revolution to his son Jacob* 
Berdan, b. March 28, 1746, William Roome, the surveyor, noted that the first story 
of the main house was built by this Jacob in 1792. Jacob married Rebecca Ryerson, 
and had a son Albert’ Berdan (1767-1837) who married Mary Ackerman. This 

Albert built the second story of the main house. The homestead was inherited by 
his son Jacob’ Berdan (1790-1875). He married Catharine, daughter of Rev. John 

emarest of the Ponds, and had a son James D.’ Berdan, who still owned a part of 

the original farm at Upper Preakness and was occupying the old house in $902, It 

later passed to his son Harry M.’ Berdan who married Elizabeth Berdan of Paterson. 
¢ house is now owned by the Berdan heirs, and occupied by tenants. 

This is considered the oldest house in the section. The old wing is a small stone 
init covered by a steep gable roof having no overhang. The ceilings are low and 
the windows very small, The main house is now a two story stone structure. The 
Stone of both units is covered with plaster. It is in poor condition. The house stands 


On the east side of Berdan Avenue, at the end of the straight stretch, over one mile 
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urnpike. Berdan Avenue was a 


north of the Merselis house (plate 146) on the t 
Ponds church and settlement on 


Revolutionary road leading from Preakness to the 
the Ramapo River. 


House of Dirck Dey; Washington’s Headquarters 


Totowa Road, Lower Preakness, Passaic County 
PLATE 144 


The grandfather of the builder was Dirck Jansen’ Dey, a soidier in the employ 
of the West India Company. He emigrated from Amsterdam to New Amsterdam 
shortly before Dec. 28, 1643, on which date he married Jannetje Theunis, also from 
Amsterdam. After her death he married secondly Oct. 18, 1659 Geertje Jans Lang- 
endyck, from St. Marten in North Holland. He had two children by each wife, and 
died shortly before Nov. 13, 1687 when his widow married Theunis Gysbertse 
Bogaert, a widower, who lived in the Wallabocht on Long Island. Dirck’s son 
Thenis’ Dey of New York City, bap. Sept. 24, 1656, married Feb. 4, 1685 Anneken 
Schouten. Their only son was Dirck’ Dey, bap. March 27, 1687 in New York, d. 
May 11, 1764 in New York, married Dec. 16, 1725 Jeanne or Jane Blanchard, bap. 
March 23, 1697 in the French church in New York, d. Aug. 14, 1756, a daughter of 
Jean Blanchard, Huguenot. 

Dirck Dey is believed to have settled in Preakness as early as 1707. On Oct. 7, 
1717 he bought of the heirs of Thomas Hart of London 600 acres on Singac (now 
Preakness) Brook in Lower Preakness. The present Georgian mansion is believed 
to have been built by him about 1740; its superior workmanship is attributed to his 
being a carpenter. He was a freeholder of Bergen County for many years (this 
region was then in Bergen Co.), and a member of the New Jersey Assembly 1748- 
5. He removed to New York City in 1752 for the balance of his life. Only four of 
Ditck’s children lived to maturity, Theunis, Jane, Ann and Margaret; Jane was the 
mother of Richard Varick, mayor of New York City. Dirck devised all his real 
estate in East and West Jersey to his only son and left handsome legacies to his three 
daughters, 

The only surviving son of Dirck was Theunis' Dey, b. Oct. 18, 1726 (O.S.)s 
bap. at Acquackanonk, d. June 10, 1787. He was an important man in colonia 
New Jersey, a Colonel in the militia, member of the New Jersey Assembly and 
of the Provincial Council. He lived in the mansion at Lower Preakness, calling it 
mnereaprae 3 = — Bloomsbury M. anor. Washington had his headquarters here 
i: On Dec. 12, 1749 Theunis married Hester Schuyler, b. April 12, 1725 
“ Sl 3, 1784 at the manor. Of their ten children, the eldest was Gen. Richard’ Dey: 

» Nov. 29, 1752, married March 6, 1775 Hannah Pierson and had nine children. 
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He lived in the mansion until he sold it in 1801 to the Neafies, when he r 
utle Falls and built a house there which burned down i emoved ie 
art by a fall from his horse. oa an A 
John Neafie, Jr. (1779-1869) with his brother Garret bought the Dey Mansion 
{ 355 acres in 1803 and lived here until 1813, Here was born John R, Neafie, th 
ebrated Shakespearean actor. On April 10, 1813 John Neafie, Jr. sold the tn 
erty to Martinus Hogencamp. It was inherited by William S. Hogencamp, who sold 
+ on April 4, 1863. Since this time the house has passed through many owners, and 
‘s now in the hands of the Passaic County Park Commission, 

The house is generally said to have been built about 1740 by Dirck Dey. This 
was the claim of Sheriff Hogencamp, the owner in 1860. If built by Dirck, it must 
have been erected before he returned to New York City in 1752. It has been also 
stated that the house was built by Col. Theunis Dey about 1750-60. It is more apt 
to have been erected by his father, who was a carpenter and therefore a builder; 
however, it is known as the house of Col. Theunis Dey since he was the most impor- 
tant owner and Washington’s host. The house is 52 feet by 30 feet, and two and a half 
stories high; the central hallway is twelve feet wide. Huge oaken timbers, pegged 
with wooden pins, support it. It is built of fieldstone, the front and the eaves faced 
with brick, the doors and windows and corners of the front trimmed with cut sand- 
stone blocks. The brick was fired on the estate and doubtless the stone was quarried 
here. The walls are laid with yellow clay, pointed with mortar. The house is sur- 
mounted by a cornice and a steep gambrel roof. The dormers were added by a later 
owner, There was formerly a covered porch with seats on either side of the front 
door; a stone kitchen a few feet to the east of the house has also disappeared. This 
house is built in the style of a mansion, and therefore is not typical of the Dutch, 
who generally built low-lying farmhouses in the country. Dutch influence, however, 
rao be seen in the mixture of building materials and the gambrel roof, It is interest- 

g to compare this house with the mansion of Cornelius Low; built by him at 

np Landing in 1741 (plate 116). The house is on the north side of bri 

ens 7 miles west of Totowa, an early settlement on the — are on | 
northwar t stands near a small brook, and east of the Valley Roa mane dened 
ard through Preakness and Upper Preakness. The house is also reprooue 


in ¢ ; 
he History of Preakness, p. 28. 


an 
cel 


Kingsland House 
3 Kingsland Road, Nutley, Essex Co 
btained to photo- 


Staph pn: po eat disappointment that permission could not be o Fe of 
thi house, It is run as a roadhouse of some sort, and _ doubt — ” 


unty 
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any kind was undesired and feared. Not only is it a good example of Dutch archi- 
‘or Dutch ovens still in existence and 


tecture, but it has one of the very few exter! 
good condition. No information could be obtained about the builder and early 


owners of the house. It was erecte plaque “1732-1932” over 
the west door may be believed. 
d earliest settlers of New 


The Kingsland family were one of the patentees an 


Barbadoes Neck, the neck of land between the Hackensack, Passaic and Saddle 
b. 1738 in Bergen Co., d. 1821, 


Rivers, in Bergen County. Joseph Kingsland, Sr., 

married Mary Outwater. They removed to New York City at the close of the Revo- 
lution and then to Essex County in 1796, where they purchased and lived in the 
house in question. Their son Joseph Kingsland, b. 1792 in New York City, d. 1878, 


married in 1812 Martha Ackerman and had five children. Two of their daughters, 
Margaret and Martha, were still living in the homestead about 1925, Their son, 
also called Joseph Kingsland, was born in the old house in Essex County in 1833, 


and in 1850 married Margaret Stewart. 


The house was in Belleville Township, 
in the extreme northeastern corner of Essex County, a stone’s throw from Passaic 


County. It stands on the south side of what is now called Kingsland Road, on the 
west bank of Yantecaw or Third River, which is dammed at this point. It is probable 
that the early owners conducted a mill here. Many Dutchmen settled along the 
Third River, which empties into the Passaic River, midway between the early 
settlements of Acquackanonk (Passaic) on the north and Second River (Belleville) 


on the south. 
The house is built in thr 


d in 1732, if a wooden 


later in Franklin, and now in Nutley, 


ee units, all of stone and covered with gable roofs. The 
most interesting unit is the south wing, which has a low second story, old window 
sashes four panes across, and an old Dutch oven, which is still intact and protrudes 
from the gable end. The central unit is the main part of the house. The garret has 
been modernized with dormers. A porch has been added to the low north wing. 


Lawrence House 
formerly on Watchung Avenue, Brookdale, Essex County 
PLATE 145 


Very little is known that definitely pertains to this house. It stands on the 
Cockefair tract near Third River, in the locality known for many years as Stone 
House Plains. 
seit eee Coquetaire was a Frenchman who emigrated to this country about 
x ; rah sett ed in Bushwick on Long Island, where he bought a plantation in 1663, 

as a drum major that same year and a patentee in 1687. He is last mentioned when 
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he sold land there in 1698, The name of his wife is unknown, but the town records 
state that on April 23, $665 he paid a marriage fee to the Flatbush Church, He 
signed his name Cokcover; it also appears as Cockefair, the spelling adopted by his 
descendants. 

Another Alexander Cockefair, probably a grandson, settled at Stone House 
Plains in Essex County, New Jersey. His farm is supposed to have run from a ledge 
of rock 800 feet west of Third River westward to an oak tree near the present corner 
of Broad and Watchung Avenues, (Until recently Watchung Avenue bore the name 
of Oaktree Lane from this landmark.) The first Cockefair house stood on land lately 
owned by Sylvanus Cockefair: it disappeared about the time of the Revolution. Alex- 
ander or Sander Cockefair (Coccifeer, Kokkefeer, Cockefer, etc.) married Johanna 
Kind (Hanna, Hendrina, Anna Kint) about 1720. He is not mentioned on the 
church records after 1741 nor she after 1740, so they may have died about this time. 
They had four children, the eldest two baptized at the Acquackanonk Church to the 
north, and the youngest two at the Second River Church to the south. (J) Alex- 
ander, Jr. b. March 8, 1721, is probably the one who extended the farm eastward 
to the Third River by purchase of May 27, 1753. No mention of his marriage has 
been found. (2) Elizabeth, b. March 4, 1724, married Jacob Phillips (Filips), and 
had four daughters, Aeltje, Saartje, Judick and Antje. (3) Judith, b. April 9, 1731, 
married John Lawrence. Their only appearance together on the church records is 
in 1757, when Johannes Lerrens and Judick Kockyefeer acted as sponsors for 
Alexander, the son of her brother Johannes Kockyfeer. (4) The fourth child of 
Alexander Cockefair was Johannes or John, b. March 25, 1735. He may be the 
John Cockkifer who married Jan. 23, 1757 Jennij Swiner, both born and living at 
Acquackanonk, By a wife unnamed he had a son Alexander in 17573 at the bap- 
tisms of his children 1768-74 his wife was called Jannetje Torner. His children were 

Alexander, Stephanus, Frederick D., Pieter, and Abram, also probably Marytje, 
John, Thomas, Charity, and Catrina. John Cockefair built the house on the west 
_ : the family tract (No. 901 Broad Street), to which the street front was added 
47; it remained in the family for many years. ' a 

" he stone house on the south side of Watchung Avenue was only os ante 
tae the Photograph was taken in 1925. It stood near the middle of the : C die 
of < between Broad Street and Third River. It was tenlaniltony re saan Gani 
ut enti century, It is possible that Alexander Cocketair ae hen he 

te likely that this house was built by or for Johannes Lawren 


on Alexander’s daughter Judith. Strangely enough there is no ek a, 
th €n of theirs in the nearby Dutch churches, but they undoubted Y he rop- 
© house was owned as late as 1859 by a J. Lawrence. In 1883 it was the P r 
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erty of W. Stimus and in 1906 of Susan B. Stimus. The house stood in the early 
settlement of Stone House Plains (now Brookdale), east of Speertown (now Upper 
Montclair) and some distance west of the settlements along the Passaic River. 


House of Edo Merselis 
Paterson and Hamburgh Turnpike, Upper Preakness, Passaic County 
PLATE 146 


This house is marked Marselis’ on Erskine’s Revolutionary map, and was built 
in the decade previous to the war by Edo Merselis. His ancestor Pieter Marselis 
emigrated in 1661 on the Beaver from Beest in Gelderland, with his wife, four 
children and two servants. It is said that he was born near Leerdam, and removed 
to Beest where his children were born. He settled in Bergen, where he died Sept. 4, 
1682 and his wife Aug. J, 1680. His son Marcelis Pietersen’ was six years old when 
he came to this country in 1661; he was the father of Pieter Merselis,’ bap. July 17, 
1687 at New York, lived at Bergen but married in New York Dec. 3, 1737 Jenneke 
Prior of Bergen. Among their many children was Edo’ Marselis or Merselis, b. 
Jan. 27, 1729, d. Oct. 12, 1799, aged 70 years, 8 months, and 35 days, and was buried 
at Preakness. At Bergen on April 11, 1754 he married Ariaentje Sip, b. May 30, 
1732, d. May 20, 1813 at Preakness; both were born at Bergen and living there at 
the time of their marriage. Her father was Ide Sip, owner of the house in Bergen 
village (plate 107). 

In 1759 Edo Merselis bought 69 acres in Preakness from Robert Hunter Mor- 
ris: June J, 1763 he bought a tract in Upper Preakness from Theunis Hennion, 
whose grandfather David Danielsen (Hennion) purchased it Aug. 30, 5737 from 
the heirs of Thomas Hart of London; in 1769 he bought 210 acres at Upper Preak- 
ness from John Berdan, whose grandfather had purchased it Nov. 18, 1720 from 
the heirs of Thomas Hart of London. Edo Merselis built his house on the Hennion 
tract at Upper Preakness on the Paterson-Pompton road, at the point where the road 
to the Ponds Church begins. Nearby was the Hennion house, and also the Berdan 
house (plate 143). Edo was an elder of the Totowa Church, and a deputy to the 
Provincial Congress of New Jersey. In his will he mentioned his nine children, 
Antje (wife of Simeon Van Winkle), Jannetje (wife of Adrian Van Houten and 
Enoch Vreeland), Pieter, Edo, Cornelis, John, Catlyntje (wife of Isaac Van Saun), 
Arreyantje (wife of John Parke), and Gerrit. Three of his sons, Cornelis, John and 
Gerrit remained at Preakness. The son Gerrit’ Merselis, b. Oct. 1, 1777, d. April 2, 
1843, married May 3, 1799 Lena De Gray, b. Dec. 18, 1780, d. April 20, 1848, He 
lived in his father’s house, which later passed into the hands of his son Peter G- 
Merselis, b. 1815, d. Aug. 30, 1891. The latter’s son Gilbert F.’ Merselis lived here 
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in 1902, and his son Garret E,’ Merselis sold it about 1920 to the present owner 
Isaac A. Hoppet, but continues to occupy the ancestral homestead. 

The house is built of stone, plastered and whitewashed, except for the rear 
which is of stone rubble covered with a coat of whitewash. It has a broad gable roof, 
extending over the front to form an overhang. The front of the house has been 
altered with dormers and porch, The house is in Upper Preakness a short distance 
north of the church; it is on the north side of the Paterson and Hamburgh Turnpike 
leading to Pompton. The road to Ponds Church, now Berdan Avenue, leaves the 
turnpike by the house. 


House of Johannes Ryerson 
367 Goffle Road, Hawthorne, Passaic County 
PLATE 147 


The grandfather of the builder of this house was Martin Ryerszen, who emi- 
grated from Amsterdam about 1646 and settled at Breukelen, where on May 14, 
1663 he married Annetje, daughter of Joris Jansen de Rapalje. Their son Joris 
Martinse’ Ryerse, bap. Sept. 19, 1666, d. about 1749-50, married Aug. JJ, 1691 
Anneken Schouten, widow of Theunis Dey. At the time of his marriage he lived 
at the Wallabocht on Long Island. In 1695 he joined Arent Schuyler and others in 
buying extensive tracts of lands on both sides of the Pequannock River. He settled 
at Pacquanac (near Mountain View) about 1710. He was a judge and a very promi- 
hent man, He had three step-children and eleven children, Of these, Dirck Dey built 
the mansion at Lower Preakness (plate 144), Marten Ryerson built on the South 

tanch of the Raritan River near Flemington (plate 160), and Johannes Ryerson 
built at the Goffle. 

On Nov. 11, 1706 Joris Ryerse of Pompton joined with Ryer and Frans Ryerse 
of New York in buying a tract north of the Passaic River along the Wagaraw or 
Goffe Brook from Blandina Bayard of New York; this tract was surveyed and 
divided between the owners on June 7, 1725. In his will of 1744 Joris Ryerse devised 
7 plantation at Wagaraw, on which his son Johannes lived, to this J — 
nit oe of Wagaraw was on the north bank of the Passaic River at the - 

of Paterson, From here a road led northward along the Goffle Brook to the 

“se and mill of Cornelis Lozier at the present Midland Park (plate 96). As —— 

rs “Pened up along the brook, this settlement became known as ber bg © 

the en Ryerse was living here in 1744, and may have t a winder ea al! 
‘eu, vey of 1723, He probably built an earlier house no Jonge 

© Present house, if it was built in 1750 as claimed. diechibiatioreen 

Ohannes’ Ryerse, also called John G. Ryerson, bap. Aug. 8, 1694, died be a 
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a married Oct. 27, 1716 Maritie Janse Spier and later married Geertje 
essels, and had nine children in all. He was a Justice of the Peace. He lived at the 
Goffle on a farm left him by his father, and in 1779 willed one-third of the estate 
upon which he dwelt to his grandson John, eldest son of his son George. Joris or 
George I’ Ryerson left all his lands in 1801 to his only son John, This John G;' 
Ryerson, b. July 3, 1769, d. 1835, married July 21, 1793 Leah, daughter of Cornelius 
Westervelt, d. 1861, aged 87 years. He lived on his father’s and grandfather's place 
on the east side of the Goffle Road in the house still standing. After the marriage of 
his only child, he gave him the farm of 180 acres, and removed to his wife’s farm, 
This son, George I.’ Ryerson, b. Dec. 17, 1793, d. Dec. 46, 1875, married Sept. 19, 
1813 Hillegont, daughter of Gerrebrant Van Houten; after her death June 23, 1847, 
he married Mrs. Eliza Burtsell of New York, and thirdly Margaret Hanson, He 
lived on the place occupied by his grandfather on the Goffle Road. His son Henry 
Garrison’ Ryerson, b. Dec. 3, 1822, d. 1879, married Martha, daughter of Adam 
Dater. He was an auctioneer, and continued to reside in the ancestral home. It later 
passed to his two children, George who died in 1887, and Elizabeth who married 
John Ackerman of Hohokus, The Ackerman estate owned it until recently. It is at 
present unoccupied. 

It is claimed that the house was erected in 1750. This date could only apply 
to the wing by the road, as the main house is probably post-revolutionary. The wing 
is built of roughly cut stone and the main house of dressed stone, whitewashed}; the 
rear of both units is of stone rubble, and both sections are covered by gable roois, 
extending to form an overhang on the south front. The photograph shows the rear 
view, The house stands on the east side of Goffle Road by the Goffle Brook, about 
one mile north of the Passaic River. 

In the fall of 1780 Lafayette had his headquarters in a tent back of the house 
by the brook; he called his Goffle Headquarters “Light Camp.” Why Lafayette did 
not commandeer the house is not known, but that he did not is additional proof that 
only the small unit was then in existence. As his host Johannes Ryerse had nine 
children, some of whom were married, the house was undoubtedly full, and Lafayette 
may not have wished to disturb them. 


Schuyler—Colfax House 
Paterson and Hamburgh Turnpike, Pompton, Passaic County 
PLATE 148 


There seems to be some disagreement as to what member of the Schuyler 
family built the original unit of this house. On June 6, 1695 Arent Schuyler, Brock- 
holst, and various associates, obtained a deed from the Indians for a large tract om 
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rr oa See ae River northward to the bend 

; oh, obtained a patent for 5500 acres on 
the east side of the river covered by the Indian deed. Arent’s father, Philip Pieterse’ 
Schuyler, had emigrated from Amsterdam shortly before Dec. 12, 1650 when he 
married Margrita, daughter of Brandt Van Slichtenhorst, the director of Rens- 
selaerswyck. Philip became one of the most important of the early colonists of New 
Netherland. His seventh son Arent’ Schuyler, b. June 25, 1662 at Beverwyck, d. in 
ot before November, 1730, He was married three times: on Nov. 26, 1648 to Jenneke, 
daughter of William Teller, by whom he had three sons and three daughters; in 
January, 1703 to Swantie van Duyckhuysen, by whom he had three sons and two 
daughters; and in 1724 to Maria Walter, granddaughter of Jacob Leisler. His third 
wife survived him, and in December, 1736 married Archibald Kennedy. Arent 
Schuyler was a merchant at Beverwyck in early life, he removed to New York City 
in 1694 and was still a resident there when he signed a petition to the king in Decem- 
ber, 1701. He probably removed to Pompton the following spring, and was living 
here when he made one of his wills on Oct. 38, 1706, Arent was a fluent speaker of 
the Indian languages and was often commissioned to treat with the Indians. He was 
an extensive landowner, purchasing tracts at Kingston, Dan’s Chamber, Pequan- 
nock, Minisink and New Barbadoes Neck, and later, with his copper riches, buying 
lands at Bordentown and Elizabethtown for his sons. In $730 he removed to a tract 
on New Barbadoes Neck and his homestead om stood until recently; copper was 

. he became very wea thy. 

soon Lager reer removed from Pompton, he gave his undivided share in 


Philip. In his third will, dated 1724, he apportioned his 
hn ae ae indeed to Philip his one-third share in the 1200 


@ { ns, co 
—e pants ge Pompton, which he held in common with Bayard and 
— im a ilia? Schuyler, bap. Sept. 14, 1687, married Hester, daughter of Isaac 
rockholst. ip adoes Neck, and had seven sons and five daughters, He 


Kingsland of New Bare d represented this settlement in the colonial 


. § homestead, an 
Coens a lis eldest 900 Arent, b. $755, bought the Van Wagenen farm on Ryer- 


ton Lakes) in 1739, and was living there during the Revolu- 

— dpraph nage {I stands, but is completely distigured by a mansard roof; 
“Fi : oe cea gies athletic camp. Another son Peter lived on his father’s tract near 
the Pompton Rivers Erskine shows his house to have been at the corner of the 
Bluck Oak Ridge Road and the Hamburgh Turnpike, and his brother Isaac’s to 
have been still further south near the river. Philip’s youngest son, Casparus’ Schuy- 
married Miss Brocas. He also occupied his father’s homestead 


ler, b. Dec. 10, 1735, 
tract, living just north of his brother Peter. His home is marked “Paulus Schuyler” 
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on Erskine’s map (Paulus was probably a misunderstanding by the surveyor of the 
two last syllables of the name). 

Casparus Schuyler’s property was inherited by his only child Hester or Hetty,’ 
who on Aug. 27, 1783 married William Colfax, b. July 3, 1756 in Connecticut, ¢, 
Sept. 9, 1838 and was buried on his place at Pompton. William Colfax was a captain 
of Washington’s Life Guards and a great favorite of the Washingtons. He was 
wounded three times during the war. He was descended from William Colfax, who 
had come to this country and settled in Wethersfield, Connecticut, about 1643, After 
the Revolution, William settled on his wife’s estate at Pompton as a farmer; he was 
made a Justice of the Peace, a General, and a member of the General Assembly from 
Bergen County. Six of William’s and Hester’s children lived to maturity, three sons 
and three daughters. The sons were: George Washington Colfax (1784-1811), who 
built on the Schuyler tract nearby a house which was inherited by his son Major 
William W. Colfax: Schuyler Colfax (1792-1822), who was the father of Schuyler 
Colfax, Vice-President of the United States; and Dr. William Washington Colfax, 
b. April 26, 1797, d. Feb. 28, 1876, Dr. Colfax lived in the old homestead, and prac- 
tised medicine for fifty years in the vicinity of Pompton. On April 27, 1826 he 
married Hester Mandeville. Their son was the owner in 1897, and his widow Mrs. 
Delia Colfax, who approaches her hundredth birthday, is the present owner. 

The house was built at three separate times. The north wing is very long, and 
consists of two similar units. The main part is a typical post-revolutionary house 
covered by a gambrel roof, and now marred by many dormers, The east front of 
all the units is of brick, and the rear and sides are of rough fieldstone. The north 
wing is very interesting; its low exposed beams, rounded door and window tops até 
distinguishing features; it is covered by a gable roof with no overhang. The main 
house was probably built after the Revolution by William Colfax who, as an impor 
tant member of society, wanted a handsome home. The erection of the earlier units 
presents more of a problem. It has been stated variously that Arent Schuyler, the 
patentee, lived here in 1697, that he built it about 1700, that Dr. William W. Colfax 
lived on the site of his house, and that Casparus Schuyler built the present house ™ 
1735. Arent Schuyler probably did not remove to Pompton until the spring of $702, 
and it is quite possible that he built one unit of the old wing at this time, giving it i 
his son Philip when he removed to New Barbadoes in 1710. Otherwise the son Philip 
probably erected it about 1712, when he set up housekeeping on the Pompton tract 
He probably built the second unit. It is of course impossible that Casparus Schuyler 
who was born in 1735, should have erected a house the year of his birth: possibly 
this statement should be interpreted to the effect that Casparus Schuyler, >. 47 
built the house, or more probably that this Casparus inherited the house, 4 part ° 
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d been built about the time of his birth by his father Philip. It stands on 
‘de of the Paterson and Hamburgh Turnpike, a short distance south of the 


ver and east of the Pompton River, in the outskirts of Pompton. 


Ramapo Ri 
Flouse of John Sip 


Kenyon Street, Athenia, Passaic County 


In {729 Jan Arianse Sip, owner of the house at Bergen village (plate 107), 


willed to his eldest son Arie the plantation at Acquackanonk, whereon Arie then 


{t, containing J00 acres in the first division on the west bank of the Passaic River, 
and also 50 acres of the second division adjoining this property on the west. This 


| Arie’ Sip, b. Oct. 25, 1684 at Bergen and baptized in New York, married at New 
| York April 19, 1711 Gerritje Helmigse, a young girl from Bergen, daughter of 
| Helmig Van Houten. He immediately settled at Acquackanonk, on Lot No. JJ of 
| the patent, which his father had purchased Nov. 6, 1676 from his step-father Hans 
 Didericks. Arie and Gerritje Sip had five children: Annatie, Halmagh, Johannes, 
 Jannitje, and Cornelis. Arie died Dec, 3, 1765,* having devised in 1762 to his son 
John the 150 acres on which the testator lived and also the 14 acre lots by the high- 
_ way. Johannes or John‘ Sip, b, March 10, 3755 at Acquackanonk, married there 
| Dec, 12, 1744 Annatje Van Winkle of the same place. They had at least three 
children, John, Jr., Adrian, bap. 1750, and Cornelius, bap. 1757. 


John’ Sip, Jr., born about 1747, was known as John Sip of Athenia. He is the 
first one known to have lived here within the memory of an old neighbor it is prob- 
able that he or his father built the present house. He kept a distillery here. John’ Sip 
of Athenia married Geertje Van Winckle, and had five children: Annatje, b. 1778, 
married Aaron Van Houten; John, b. 1780; Catharine, b. 1782, married Abraham 
Van Houten of Totowa; Adrian, b. 1785; and Eva, b. 1792, married Johannes 
Ackerman. The elder of the sons was John J.’ Sip, Jr., b. Sept. 18, $780 and baptized 
si Acquackanonk, died about 1865 over 80 years of age. He was a farmer and 
ieee his father’s home at Athenia. His first wife, whom he married May 10, 

07, bore the same name as his mother, Geertje Van Winckle; by her he had but 


Si. Td John, b, 1808, who lived to the eastward on Van Houten Avenue. John J.’ 
arselis, and had five 


1D Jr. of Athen; ‘antic MI 
chi enia married secondly July 8, 1810 Aariantje 
b —e born 1811-19: Edo, Geertje, Adrian, Elenor and Ann. The house was sold 
estate of John J.’ Sip, Jr. after his death, . 
hang a house is a large stone structure covered by a gambrel roof, having no _ 
int . vi “Now marred by many dormers of different shapes. A view 1s reproduce 
Of Van pen ites It stands on a ane called Kenyon Street, southeast of the juncture 


Outen and Clifton Avenues, and on the west side of the railway. Athenia is 
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the modern name for the region just west of Passaic. Until fairly recently there stood 
a post-revolutionary stone house just east on Clifton Avenue. This was also a Sip 
house and is believed to have been built by a son of John Sip, the distiller. It ig 
therefore probable that it was erected by his younger son Adrian Sip, b. 1785, 


Speer House 
614 Upper Mountain Avenue, Montclair Heights, Essex County 


There still exists, in a remodelled condition, a small, stone and frame house 
known as the Speer house, a short distance south of the county border. This region, 
on the east side of the mountain, was settled by the Dutch from nearby Acquacka- 
nonk, and came to be known as Speertown, presumably because of the preponder- 
ance of this family. Hendrick Jansen’ Spier emigrated to this country on the Faith 
in 1659. Nelson gives a thorough account of his numerous descendants with many 
of their places of residence but unfortunately assigns none to this particular house. 
A. Jacobus’ Speer lived on the River Road south of Passaic. Among his sons was 
Gerrit’ Speer (1753-1828), who had a son Peter’ Speer, b. 1789. This Peter lived at 
Upper Montclair where he owned a large tract of land on the slope of the mountain. 
Possibly he owned the house in question, but it must have been built before his time. 


Stynmets—Sip House 
714 River Road, Passaic, Passaic County 
PLATE 149 


In the Acquackanonk settlement a short distance above the Newark Town 
Purchase line (now the Essex County border) runs a small stream known as the Min- 
eral Spring Brook. Lot No. 7 on its south bank, a 100 acte lot in the first division of 
the patent, fell to a member of the Vreeland family; Dirck Vreeland, bap. 1686, was 
still living there in 1750, and in 1778 another Richard Vreeland had his home there 
Lot No. 6, immediately to the south, was allotted to Gerrit Gerritse Van Wagenins: 
a patentee of Acquackanonk but a resident of Communipaw in the Town of Berge” 
His son Hermanus Gerritse settled further north in Acquackanonk, opposite tne 
present bridge at Passaic (plate 154), On Jan, 30, 1698/9 Gerrit Gerritse Van 
mp of ha —— a deeded to Christoffle Stynmets of Essex pero 

+ 6 in Uackano i ‘ 
endeuiaes seine rar th the house lot and half the patent rights and 

Christoffel’s parents were Casper Steynmetzen an j its; they had 
six sons baptized in New York between 1650 and cm They wrobebly settled 9 
Bergen about the time the youngest was born, as Casper’s wife Jannetje was burie 
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in Bergen in 1670, Their fourth son Christoffel’ S ets (S 

bap. Dec. 19, 1660 in New York, married at Bdeiai Ces 6, als ma 
bap. March 39, 1662, daughter of Gerrit Gerrits Van Wagening and Annetje Her- 
manse of Communipaw. It is probable that Christoffel left Bergen shortly after the 
birth of his fourth child in 1693 and settled at Acquackanonk in Essex County, 
building the rear unit of the present house in the 1690s, on the tract conveyed to him 
by his father-in-law in 1699. He was an elder of the Acquackanonk Church in 1697- 
98, His young wife died and he married secondly at Bergen 1698-99 Sara Van Nest; 
it is probable that she was the mother of most of his children. The will of “Christo- 
phel Stynmuth” of Acquackanonk, yeoman, aged and infirm, executed in 1732 and 
probated in 1735, mentioned his wife Sarah and twelve children: Casparus (bap. 
1686), Antie (bap. 1692, married Jacob Van Noordstrand), Jannetie (bap. 1693), 
Benjamin (married secondly in 1731 Sara Emons, both residents of Riddenstown), 
Judah or Judith (married Harman Jurianse Van Riper), Peter (married 1734 
Marietje Brouwer, both of Essex Co.), Hannah, Johannes (born and lived at 
Acquackanonk, married 1737 Catharine Post), Garret (of Saddle River, wife 
Susanna), George (probably married 1742 Claertje Van Iderstein), Elizabeth 


(married 1730 Juri Jurianse Van Riper), and Marya. 
In his will of 1732 Christoffel Stynmets mentioned various tracts of land, 
among which were 299 acres on the Passaic River adjoining the land of Dirck Vree- 


land, It is on this property that the house stands. When Lot No. 7 was confirmed 
to Dirck Vreeland in 1750, it was described as bounded on the south by Christoffel 
Stymets. The will of Arie Sip of Acquackanonk, dated 1762, gave to his son 
Helmich the 200 acres on which the son lived, which were purchased from Chris- 
toffel Stynmetz, and also the land in the common. This Christoffel must have been 
oe of the first Christoffel Stynmets, and evidently sold the land between 
ng — 1762. Present tenure of the house, however, is based on an indenture dated 
olace 25, 1768 from John J. Ludlow of Acquackanonk to Helmich Sip of the same 
. doy — transferred for £100 a dwelling and lot in Acquackanonk, south of 
ttle ling of Dirck Vreeland, beginning at the river 37 feet north of the house, 
North + Bap 90 feet, south 100 feet, and east 110 feet to the river, along the river 
Possession eet to the beginning, with barn, stable and gardens (original deed in the 
Was livin ‘ f Mrs, Roberts, a descendant). At the time of the Revolution, Ludlow 
Own; t ties north on the Passaic River. How he came to own the house is not 

’ It is possible that this was a release from a claimant, as it is probable that 


this h 
willed ye 24 lot were included in the 200 acres with house which Arie Sip bad 
Atie! Sot eich in 1762. 
‘Ps whose father owned the house in the village of Bergen (plate 107), 
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settled at Acquackanonk, some distance north of the Stynmets farm. He had twin 
sons, of whom John‘ Sip inherited the homestead and is the ancestor of the Athenia 
branch of the family (see supra). The other twin, Helmich or Halmagh’ Sip, b, 
March 10, 3715 at Acquackanonk, married here Nov. 14, 1740 Jannetje Van Houten, 
b. April 19, 1719 at Totowa, a sister of Gerrebrant Van Houten of Totowa (plate 
52). They had two children: Adriaen, b. 1746,* and Derrick, b. 1749* and bap. at 
Hackensack, They undoubtedly settled in the Stynmets house about 1768, if not 
earlier in the 1750s, and probably built the south unit of the house at this time, 
Halmagh Sip died about 1807 at an advanced age. His son Adriaen’ Sip and wife 
Gerretje were probably the parents of: twins Metje and Gerretje, b. 1763*; Jannetje, 
bap. 1767; John A, Sip, b. June 6, 1775* and bap. June 15th*; Annatje, bap. 1781; 
and Halmagh, b, 1784* (the family Bible is not clear as it merely lists various births 
without stating the parents; it will be noted that four of these six children were 
recorded in the Bible, and one of the four with the two others are given as Adriaen’s 
children in the Acquackanonk Church records). Halmagh’ Sip, Jr., b. Oct. 22, 
1784,* d. Jan. 28, 1855, aged 71 years, 3 months, and 6 days,* married at Acquacka- 
nonk March 30, 1806* Margaret Linford, b. Aug. 7, 1791,* d. Nov. 19, 1852, aged 
62 years, 3 months and 12 days.* It is probable that he was called “Jr.” because his 
grandfather was still alive at the time of his marriage, rather than because he had a 
father or an uncle of the same name. Halmagh inherited and occupied the Stynmets 
—Sip house and farm, and undoubtedly built the north unit of the house. Here his 
daughter Charity’ Sip was born Nov. JJ, 1820,* and baptized the following Janu- 
ary, d. Aug. 10, 1896,* married at Passaic Feb. 28, 1839* Richard Romaine, b, Dec. 
1820,* d. Dec. 17, 1891.* They lived at Rochelle Park. After the death of her father, 
the house was no longer occupied by members of the family. She inherited the prop- 
perty and left it to her son Helmas Romaine, b. Sept. 8, 1840,* d. Nov. 20, 1896, His 
daughter, Mrs, Kate Romaine Roberts, sold the place about 1900 to Henry Muth, 
whose widow is the present owner, 

The growth of this house is interesting, The original house is the small unit at 
the rear. It has unusually thick stone walls covered with clapboard, and very low 
ceilings, over which is a gable roof with no overhang. Like most of the very early 
houses it faces south, It was undoubtedly built by Christoffel Stynmets in the 1690s. 
The next unit was erected at right angles to it on the river end, about the middle of 
the eighteenth century; it is built of roughly cut and dressed stone, The post-revolt- 
tionary unit was added at the north; it is built of well-dressed stone and is much 
larger; the Dutch stoop with its swelling columns is interesting. Note how the size of 
the house, the height of the ceilings and the size of the windows increase with each 
later unit. The lean-to at the rear of the original house dates from the middle of the 
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ineteenth century. The house stands on the west bank of the Passaic River, 
"f Mineral Brook Road and of the Union Avenue Bridge, c River, south 


Van Dien House 
Fairfield Road, Mountain View, Passaic County 
PLATE 150 


The date 1706 is to be seen in a stone on the east side of this house. It is supposed 
to stand on a tract of land granted toa Van Dien in 1704, It is probably on the south 
end of the large tract purchased from the Indians and patented to Schuyler and his 
associates in 1695, and they may have sold a portion to Van Dien shortly afterwards. 
The last owner in the family was Peter Van Dien, his wife was Dorcas Kiersted, and 
his father was James Van Dien, The estate of Peter Van Dien subdivided and sold 
the farm for building lots fifty-five or seventy years ago. The house is marked but 
unnamed on Erskine’s Revolutionary map. There is an old family Bible owned by a 
Van Dien widow of a closely related branch of the family, but unfortunately the 
author could not obtain access to it. 

The house is typical of its early date, built of rough fieldstone, one room in 
depth, with small window openings, and a gable roof with almost no overhang. 
There was formerly a stone wing on the west end. The house has been owned since 
1909 by Miss Rilla Budd. It stands on the southeast side of Fairfield Road between 
the Pompton-Newark Turnpike and the railway, in the village of Mountain View. 
Fairfield Road is a Revolutionary road running along the southeast bank of the 
Passaic River, connecting Two Bridges, where the Dey house stands (plate 16!), 
with the roads to Pompton, to Preakness, and to Totowa. 


Van Giesen—Vreeland House 
Chestnut Street, Nutley, Essex County 
PLATE 151 


Sold os English settled only in the southern portion of the 
Cquac 8¢ part of the land at the north end of the tract to , a 
Rynier B rie and Bergen. Among these were the Van Giesens and Vree : 
on astiensen' Van Giesen emigrated to this country and settled at F latbus 
Scho °€ Island, where in 1660 the officials of the Dutch Church engaged _- as 
66 het court messenger, reader, and for other duties pertaining to this office. 
Was Voit void his Flatbush land to Jan Strycker and removed to Bergen, where he 


Among tte and where he died May 15, 17073 he had five sons and three daughters. 
*m was Abraham’ Van Giesen, b. Nov. 13, 1666 at Bergen, d. July 1, 
517 


ir Newark Purchase and 
Dutchmen from nearby 


HOUSES IN ESSEX AND PASSAIC COUNTIES 


1753 and buried at Acquackanonk; he was married at Bergen by his father, Voor- 
lezer Van Giesen, before the congregation in the presence of the court, on Oct, 25, 
1691 to Fitje Andriesse of Communipaw. He settled in northern Essex County, and 
was selected judge of the county in 1715, In his will he left the plantation on Third 
River on which he lived to his sons Andries and Isaac, and left to his sons Rynier 
and Andries land north of the former’s home, which recently belonged to the testa- 
tor’s brother Johannes, deceased, and to all of his four sons (the above three and 
Abraham) he left tracts in Morris County. 

It is claimed that the house on the bank of the Third River in Nutley was built 
by Abraham Van Giesen in 1702 and lettering to this effect has lately been cut in a 
stone by the door; on an 1850 map the house is stated to have been built in 1700. 
It is possible that Abraham Van Giesen lived for a time on the Third River near the 
Passaic River, although Nelson and Folsom (both authorities) state that he lived at 
Stone House Plains in Montclair Township, which is further inland and through 
which the Third River also runs. A photograph of the stone house there, which was 
supposed to have been built by him and which had a cornerstone marked “A, V. G.,” 
may be seen in Folsom’s Bloomfield Old and New. A study of the land records may 
ascertain the builder of the house at Nutley. 

The later ownership is also obscure. The house remained in the possession of 
the Van Giesen family until confiscated during the Revolution from Tory Van 
Giesen. This Tory is believed to be Abraham Van Giesen, but there were many 
Abrahams. Abraham’ Van Giesen, Sr. (1666-1753) had four sons: Rynier, bap. 
Oct. 1, 1694 at Bergen, had a son Capt. Abraham of Newark who was prominent 
during the Revolution; Andries married May 26, 1727 Martje Dirkje, and died in 
Essex County intestate, when letters of administration on his estate were granted 
Sept. 24, 1753 to his only son Abraham Van Giesen, Jr.; Isaac lived at Second 
River, where he married Lea Spier and had a son Abraham born in 1747; Abraham 
Abrahamse, b. Nov. 13, {702 at Bergen, lived at Acquackanonk where in 1733 he 
married Antje Dirckse, and he is probably the Abraham, widower of Acquacka- 
nonk, who in 1769 remarried at Second River. As Rynier’s son Abraham was a 
patriot, as Isaac lived at Second River and Abraham Abrahamse at Acquackanonk, 
by process of elimination Tory Abraham of Third River was probably the son of 
Andries. It will be noted that Andries had inherited half of his father’s homestead 
plantation on Third River, and he may have continued to reside here. His only son 
Abraham‘ Van Giesen, b, May 18, 1728, married at Second River in 175% Maria 
Van Voorst. 

Michael’ Vreeland (b. about 1716, d. by 1804), was a son of Dirck Vreeland of 
Acquackanonk. He settled on Third River in Newark Township, now Nutley, an 
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made his will here in 1782, He married Aeltie ;, 
Johannes and granddaughter of Bastien Van bien te 
three daughters. Their son John M.’ Vreeland, h, May 31, 1755, d. 
his father’s home, saw mill and building mill on the Thind Ri » Ge 7825, inherited 

in 1783, by purchasing from C ver, and added to his 
estate in »by p g apt. Speer the homestead conf 

He married iscated from Tory 

Van Giesen. Jannetje, daughter of John Speer of Belleville and s; 
of Capt. John Speer, Jr.3 she died in 1845, aged 80 years. They moved into a ie 
Van Giesen house on the west bank of the Third River, and had four sons Raloh 
Michael, John and Abraham, and daughters, Ralph inherited land on the Kingsland 
Road near the Essex County border, and the others the homestead property. Abra- 
ham‘ Vreeland, b. 1793, d. March 3, 1860, married in 1817 Elizabeth, daughter of 
John Mason, and had one son and five daughters. Abraham had inherited the west 
half of his father’s home (the Van Giesen stone house), and lived here until 1838 
when he built another house, later his son’s, His only son Warren’ Vreeland was 
born in 1822 in the old stone house and lived here the first twenty years of his life: 
his grandmother Jannetje (Speer) Vreeland had lived here the last twenty years of 
her life. The house was still owned by Warren Vreeland in 1906, although not 
occupied by him. The Woman’s Club of Nutley was organized in 1931. It leased 
the Vreeland homestead and later purchased it, using it for a clubhouse. 

The Woman’s Club have successfully restored the homestead. It is a long low 
stone house, consisting of a hallway with one room on either side. The gable roof 
with no overhang is characteristic of the early period, as are the small windows. Low 
exposed beams, old doors, cupboards, and steep stairway remain, In the restoration, 
two stones on either side of the main door were dated: “A. V. G. 1702,” “I. V. L. 
1783,” “A, V. L, 1821,” “W. V. L. 1883,” to represent the various owners: Abraham 
Van Giesen who fs claimed to have built it in 1702, John Vree Land who bought it 
in 1783, Abraham Vree Land who inherited it in 1821, and Warren Vreeland who 
Presumably bought out the other heirs in 1883. The house is in the center of = 
on the north side of Chestnut Street and on the west bank of the Third River, whic 


1§ 
"ot more than a brook at this point. 


b. 4728, daughter of 
had an only son and 


House of Gerrebrant Van Houten 
Totowa Avenue, Paterson, Passaic County 
PLATE 152 


r issen’ Houten, 
Who - ancestor of the builder of this house was Roeloff Cornelissen Van 


emi : ritje, daughter of 
Comelis ye in 1638 to Rensselaerswyck. He married aero Theit son Helle- 


the an Nes, and [ater ttled at Amersfoort on Long 
. Roclofse, bap. 1648 at New Amsterdam, d. 1729, settled at Slooterdam on ne 
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Passaic River. His son Dirck’ Van Houten (1687-1769) removed to Totowa Soon 
after he married Metje Gerrebrantse in 1711. The Totowa Patent for land on the 
northwest side of the Passaic River south of Paterson was granted in 1696 to George 
Willocks; it changed hands and Jater came into the possession of Anthony Brock. 
holst, whose heirs sold one-fourth of the patent on Sept. 26, 3735 and Oct. 29, 1794 
to Dirck Van Houten. He built a stone house on the northwest side of Totow, 
Avenue, on the site of which stands a post-revolutionary house known as the Benson 
homestead. Dirck willed a part of his Totowa tract north of his own house to his son 
Gerrebrant* Van Houten, b. about 1712 at Hoboken, d. by 1789. Gerrebrant married 
June 23, 1741 Jannetje Sip, born and living at Acquackanonk, daughter of Arie 
Sip and sister of Halmagh Sip, both of Acquackanonk (see plate 149), and had two 
sons and two daughters, 

Gerrebrant Van Houten (according to Nelson) built the stone house (the 
present wing) still standing on the Passaic River by the brook. He was a farmer and 
a large landowner. He is said to have removed from Totowa and in 1769 to have 
built the east part of the Doremus house (recently torn down) on Water Street in 
Paterson, which was eventually inherited by his grandson Gerrebrant, b. 1770, son 
of his son Dirck, In 1783 Gerrebrant’ Van Houten willed the house and farm of 150 
acres where they resided at Totoway to his son Dirck, This Dirck, whose legal 
name was Richard G.’ Van Houten, died Dec. 1, 1810, aged 68 years, 4 months, and 
20 days. He married Marytje or Molly Van Rypen, daughter of Abraham Van 
Rypen, bap. 1747, d. May 25, 1816, and had eleven children, One of these was 
Abraham’ Van Houten, 6. March 23, 1778, married Dec. 22, 1803 Catharine, 
daughter of John Sip of Athenia, Dirck built a house adjoining his own on the south- 
west for his son Abraham when he married, and it was there that Abraham’s son 
Richard (1852-1878) later lived; the house has disappeared only recently, and stood 
on the river in the present ball grounds, 
Jul papel of the sons of Dirck was Adriaen’ Van Houten, b. March 2, 1784 4 
this son whe ictantint: ite rc al foes} a Ce eee “Ay 
at Totowa and grandfather’s house. The Van Houten fam 

Was SO extensive that it was found necessary to distineuish the vatious 
members by attaching their mother’s Name to theirs: r : “sp know! 
as “Mlolly’s Yawn.” A brook runnin ni o : eis; thus this Adriaen was ae 
quently known as Molly’s Yawn’s Dye kk se hr bee by iF aria ted to 
the present name, Molly Ann’s Br kA. a ley ies. « evchildten 
doubtless all born here Some of th eee . tiaen and Margaret had eleven - I 

’ eit relatives also lived or visited here, for Adriae® 


tat 3 
i omy eae matried Peter Poulese, and their daughter Sophia was born 
520 ater married John Outwater of Slooterdam , and theit daugi 
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te Benson is the present own 
Di k Van Houten’s house wie oe Rhee Resesenteel sen the ut 
moe 
, on this stretch that the 
Houten house stands and faces south toward the river, and near it 
unis Molly’s Yawn’s Brook. The brook and the house now stand in the West Side 
Park. When the house was built, the Totowa Road followed the bank of the river 
About 1870 Totowa Avenue was sttaightened at this point, and now runs behind 
the house. This road connected the settlements at Paterson and Wagaraw with 
Preakness and Pompton, Gerrebrant Van Houten probably built his small stone 
house shortly after his marriage in 1741. The main part of the present house, cov- 
ered by a broad gambrel roof, is post-revolutionary in character and was probably 


built by his son Dirck Van Houten. 


ter Mrs. Jent 
of the first Dire 
About opp 
maces a sharp b 
Gerrebrant Van 


Van Ness House 
near Fairfield, Caldwell Township, Essex County 


PLATE 153 

igrated to Beverwyck 
dricks Burchgraeff, and secondly in 1664 
After his second marriage, they lived in 
shortly before 1682. Simon Van 
dmitted to the Dutch Church of 


on the Passaic River, 


Cornelis Hendricse’ Van Ness em in 1642 and settled at 
Greenbush. He married Mayken Hen 
-Maritie Damen, as her third husband. 
Albany and later in Schenectady. They both died 


om mee probably a son of the emigrant. He was a 
bany in 1683, and is supposed to have been living in Schenectady when it was de- 


fa in 1690, About 1692 he married Rachel, daughter of Melchert Van Deursen 
esa swyck, They had three children: Anna, bap. 1673 at Albany (sponsor's 
- Nelig — and Catryn Van Ness; Hendrick was a son of Cornelis the emigrant), = 
an Engeltj e, bap. respectively in 1695 and 1697 at New York. Simon Van Eso 
April . — , married at New York Jan. 15, 1703 Hester de La Mater, -_ 
aptisms re at Albany, daughter of Isaac Le Maitre and Cornelia Everts. As " 
Orsene ; their children are not to be found, it is presumed that they removed tO 
“X, now Fairfield, in Essex County, shortly after their marriage. We know 


€ Was 0 
diction 4 tesident of Essex County in 1710 and a farmer within the Newark a 
| er and other's bought from the 


1 
Indians « 1716, On May J, 1701 he, Hans and Jan Spi y 
a ing : ge tract at Horseneck lying on the east side of the Passaic River - 
he, J © the hills, and it is probably on this tract that he settled. In 57 {0 an 
On the ohn Le Maitre and a third party bought a large part of the Schuyler patent 


hi e West sf , r) O 
OS dese ide of the Pequannock River above Pompton ~~ os an ed a 
most § 


ts later lived. The land around Fairfield is 2 521 
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large curve in the Passaic River which presumably suggested the old name of 
Horseneck. This territory had been bought up and settled under various patents 
given by the West Jersey and East Jersey Proprietors and was long in controversy, 
Simon accepted the terms of the proprietors and on Sept. 3, 1744 a deed of confirma. 
tion for his 300 acre tract was granted him by Alexander, Morris and Ogden, ang 
commenced: “Whereas John Johnson and George Willocks, West Jersey Pro. 
prietors, granted to Simon Vanness of Essex County ... the tract with other 
lands . . .” His property was divided in 1749 between his four sons and his sons- 
in-law Michael Cook and Cobey Jacobusse. Although Simon is not stated to be 
deceased in the above deed of 1744, it would seem to be his widow who was married 
secondly at Acquackanonk on Oct, 4, 1733 to Frans Spier, both being residents of 
the parish. Frans Spier also lived at Horseneck. She was his second wife and had 
died by 1767 when he made his will. 

Simon’ and Hester Van Ness probably had eight children: (J) Hendrick, the 
eldest son, who eventually settled at Pompton Plains. He married May 20, 1726 
at Acquackanonk Catryntje Roelofs Jacobusse and had six children baptized at 
Acquackanonk and Second River between 1727 and 1748: Hester, Simon, Geertruy, 
Margriet, Cornelis and Annatie, A widower of Morris County, he married secondly 
Nov. 22, 1759 Jannatje Paulusse of Second River. (2) Isaac Van Ness of Horseneck, 
of whom more later. (3) Evert who married at Second River Sept. J, 1736 Catryntje 
Cadmus of Second River and had four children baptized between 1738 and 1750: 
Thomas, Symon, Hester, and Engeltje. He lived at Little Falls and owned some of 
the paternal property at Fairfield. (4) Simon, whose wife may have been Cornelia, 
and who settled at Pompton. (5) Annatje (possibly a child of Simon’s by his first 
wife) who married Gerrit Jacobusse and had a daughter Rachel, bap, 1727 at Second 
River. (6) (probably) Rachel who married Johannes Rycke and had a daughter 
Hester, bap. 1735 at Second River. (7) Fietje who married Cobus Jacobusse and had 
a son Roeloff, bap. 1735 at Second River. (8) Caty who was married on July 3, $797 
at Caldwell to Michael Cook of Morris County, who ran a mill on a branch of the 
Rockaway River at Montville, 

The son Isaac’ Van Ness married June 27, 1729, Neeltje Reike, both being 
recorded as residents of (the parish of) Acquackanonk, They are only known ' 
— had two children, Petrus and Hester, bap. 1730 and 1732 respectively 4! 

equackanonk, Isaac Van Ness remained on his father’s lands at Horseneck, now 
nhs - d, and bought more land adjoining his inheritance. He and his wife wer 
rip in 1756, Their only son, Petrus or Peter’ Van Ness, b. Sept. 2, 1730, and =f 
of catackanonk, married Hendtica Pier and had a daughter Neeltje, bap. )75» 
and a son Isaac. The house on the Passaic River near Fairfield is marked on Erskin? 
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olutionary map as the home of Capt. Van 

Rev ferred to. His son Isaac married Sarah J see eer ~— be the 
One Henry J.’ Van Ness, b, Oct. 1812, d. 1888, married Phebe two sons Isaac and 
, member of the Dutch Church of Fairfield, and owned a cider mill sd fuee a 
ing his ancestral home on the west, his farm undoubtedly being a part of mites join- 
stead tract. His br other Isaac J.° Van Ness owned and continued to occupy “The 
eferred to. He was still living here in 1884, His 


Old Homestead,” as it was always r 
daughter married Henry Francisco, and was the owner in 1906. She sold the house 
shortly after this to Tom Pier, but the title was not cleared until she died a few 


year's agO- The house is now run as the Orchard Club Restaurant. 

The house stands on the south side of the road running along the south bank 
of the Passaic River. It is between Pier Lane and Grand View Avenue in Caldwell 
Township, west of Singac and east of Fairfield and Two Bridges, in the northwest 


corner of Essex County. 


Van Wagening House 
formerly on River Drive, Passaic, Passaic County 
PLATE 154 


ng, Van Wagoner, Garritson and Garrison 


ted from Wageningen tn Gelderland in 1660 


The ancestor of the Van Wagent 
settled at Communipaw in the town of 


families was Gerrit Gerritse, who emigra 
on the Faith with his wife and son. He 
Ber gen, He was one of the patentees of Acquackanonk in 1685, but sold his interest 
in 1699, His son Hermanus Gerritse’, bap. March 10, 1667, married Oct. 6, 1690 
Sah daughter of Waling Jacobs (Van Winkle). By 1673 his father-in-law 
ae to Hermanus a tract of land in Acquackanonk (later called Passaic) on the 
assaic River east of the King’s Highway; and opposite the drawbridge, the — 
an be retained by the survivor. His son Gerrit Hermanisse” Van ype 
Si etited his father’s interest in Acquackanonk. Oct. 3, $753 he rer sae Sip, 
on born in Bergen and bap. 1693 in New York, daughter of Jan a 
Pe the house in Bergen (plate 107). They had six children. sheds he devise F 
rian Wat te wie 0 Sh ae 
d i, Hermanus the land where he (the son) dwelt, ~ to Seif Johannis did 
eray he (the testator) dwelt with the building, stat ath} Gerrit also men 
ed hae the land was to revert to Hermanus a is i" vi n Jo 5 Van 
g daughters and his second wife Sar The youns? “spted the old Van 
inane b. Nov, 18, 1728, died unmarried i 770 ridge fs od Duilt here 
Ver the cE anastead at the Passaic Bridge- = — ash Van Wagenen b. 
tc River in 1766. His older brothet 523 
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Feb, 4, 1717, d. by 1794, married Dec. 29, 1741 Geertruy Van Houten of Totowa, 
He lived at the Notch, but inherited all his father’s lands on the death of his brother. 
Hermanus left his property to his sons Ruleff and Garret. The family name later 
became standardized to Van Wagoner. It is not known when the family sold the 
house. It was owned by Judge Simmons about 1880, later was a part of the Henry P, 
Simmons estate, and recently belonged to the Newport Chemical Company. It has 
been torn down since the photograph was taken in 1925, 

The house was in two units, built of rough cut stone and with huge adzed 
beams, each unit being covered by a gable roof extending to form an overhang, It 
has been stated that the house was built in 1778, but construction places it in the 
middle of the eighteenth century. It is also doubtful whether Hermanus Van Wage- 
nen, who inherited it in 1771, ever removed here, consequently its erection at this 
later time is rather improbable, Erskine’s Revolutionary map shows Lashley’s 
Tavern opposite the bridge, so it is possible that Hermanus leased it as a tavern. 
The small wing was undoubtedly an earlier unit; it consisted of two adjoining rooms 
each with its separate outside door, an arrangement so characteristic of the earliest 
houses. It is possible that this was the home of Hermanus Gerritse, and that his son 
Gerrit built the main house about the middle of the eighteenth century. The house 
stood until after 1925 on the corner of River Drive and Gregory Avenue, opposite 
the bridge over the Passaic River leading to Hackensack and other settlements. 


House of John Van Winkle 
868 Goffle Road, Hawthorne, Passaic County 
PLATE 155 


The ancestor of the family was Jacob Walingen, who emigrated to this country 
by 1639, probably from the village of Winkel in North Holland. He died in the 
summer of 1657, and his widow Tryntje Jacobs married three times before she died 
May 11, 677, Their son Symon Jacobse’ Van Winckel, bap. Aug. 24, 1653 at New 
York, died 1728-32, married at Bergen Dec. 15, 1675 Annatje Sip of New York, 
sister of Jan Adriaensen Sip, owner of the house at Bergen (plate 107). He was 
allotted two tracts in the Acquackanonk patent of 1685, and settled on the west side 
of the Passaic River in the present Passaic, near the Van Wagenings to the north 
and the Sips to the south (plates 154 and 149). His son Simeon’ Van Winkle, bap- 
Aug. 6, 1686, d, $775, lived several miles further north near the ford at the Bogt on 
the west side of the Passaic River (now the eastern part of Paterson). His house of 
whitewashed stone was often referred to in deeds as the White House: it was torn 
down in 1828, He had twenty children by his two wives, 

John S.* Van Winkle, b. 1723, was a son by the first wife, Prientje Van Gie- 
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sett, daughter of Abraham Van Giesen, pro 

in EsseX County (plate J51).On Feb. 9, 1 " eabeepee, house at Third River 
raw to Gerrit Gerritse, who on June 8, 1743 sold 212% “ ield sold a tract at Waga- 
of Essex County; on Oct. 26, 1774 Simeon Van aie. to Simeon Van Winkle 
deeded to his son John the 212” acre tract where John erage before he died, 
Wagaraw was the name of the region above the most he alk te living at Wagaraw. 
River, north of the present Paterson. The settlement in de rea a 
raw along the Wagaraw or Goffle Brook came to be called the Gotti =f of Waga- 
that John S. Van Winkle settled some time between 1743 and 1774 Tt, om _ 
the present house is said to have been built by him in 176! On D 5 eo 
Acquackanonk he married Janneke Ryerson of New York, wind Had Ps He 
deeded the Wagaraw tract to his son Simeon on May 24, 1783, but lived es aaa 
longer, and probably continued to occupy his home until he died in jae tad 
His son Simeon J.’ Van Winkle, b. Dec. 12, 1749, d. Nov. 4, 1828 aged 78 yearn, 
{0 months and 22 days,* married Claesje, daughter of Cornelis Gerritse. Although 
his father deeded him the Wagaraw homestead, he did not reside here; he was 
known as Simeon of the Bogt, and lived at Riverside in a stone house destroyed 


about 1880. 

Simeon’s son Judge John S.’ Van Winkle, b. Nov. 13, 1784,* lived on his grand- 
father’s place at the Goffle and built the main part of the present house in 1811. He 
ran a grist mill here. On March 24, 1805* he married Jannetje, daughter of Pieter 
Kip, b. Jan. 14, 1788.* He and his wife were foully murdered the night of Jan. 7, 
$850 by John Johnson, an English farm hand, whom Judge Van Winkle had sym- 

ome complaint. This 


pathetically released from jail, where he had been lodged on s 
ersation in the district. Their surviving son Cor- 


murder is still the theme of conv 

nelits’ Van Winkle, b. Sept. 9, 1806,* d. May 26, 1373,* married May 35, $826" 

Catrina Leah Van Dean, b. March 4, 1809.* They lived at the Goffle, at Riverside, 

- later in Paterson. The place at the Goffle was inherited by theit only - — 
eter’ Van Winkle, b, July 6, 1835, married Oct. 10, cermin 


they lived, however, at Paterson. Their daughter Jennie’ 
he Goffle 


reg Van Houten of Passaic, and the property at t 
Pres 1903. It was purchased by Thomas Arnold, whose son Ivan ’ 
am owner. Until the Arnolds purchased it, the house had been 

; Years by farm hands, tenants of the Van Winkles. father's old OU 
in ae rs been stated that Judge Van Winkle replaced his soe a utes {rom 
y a larger stone dwelling. But the present wing ©" i of the early 


Stan ' 
on lather’s time, and it is probable that the wing formed the than tearing °° 
> and that Judge Van Winkle greatly en d it rather 


was sold by her estate 
Arnold is the 


cupied for 


large 525 
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some of it, The old wing was built by John Van Winkle at some time after his mar- 
riage in 1746 and before 1774; the date 1763 has been ascribed to it. The old house 
is built of rough stone laid in irregular courses, and is covered by a steep gable roof 
extending in front to form an overhang. The main house has a cornerstone dated 
1811+ it is characteristic of the period, built of well-dressed stone, and covered by a 
gambrel roof which has a beautiful curving slope. The main house contains unusu- 
ally beautiful specimens of carved woodwork of the period and a panelled over- 
mantel. The house is on the northwest side of the Goffle Road, on the opposite side 
of which runs the Goffle Brook. It stands at the foot of the Goffle Hill Road leading 
to Sicomac and the Ponds settlements, and is less than two miles north of the north 
bend of the Passaic River. 


Unidentified House 
534 East Passaic Avenue, Bloomfield Township, Essex County 
PLATE 156 


Nothing is known of this house, which is now occupied by uneducated foreign 
tenants. The house is probably within the region formerly known as Stone House 
Plains. It is near the east bank of the Third River in Bloomfield Township, south- 
east of the village of Brookdale and just over a mile south of the Essex County 
border. It is on a bend in the present East Passaic Avenue on its west side, Early in . 
the eighteenth century the Dutch moved southwards from Acquackanonk and 
settled along the Third River in the vicinity of the present Nutley and Brookdale. 
It is probable that the house belonged to the Kierstead family in the third quarter 
of the nineteenth century. Who owned it before then is not known; Christopher 
Mandeville lived in this vicinity in 1839, but may not have occupied this particular 
house. The house was undoubtedly built in the first half of the eighteenth century: 
It is of rough stone covered by a gable roof. 


Houses in Hunterdon County 
Fitts House 


Stanton 
PLATE 157 
Nothing is known of this house other than that it is called the Fitts homestead. 
On a map of the county made in 1873, the house is marked J. L. Fitts. How long it 
was in the possession of this family is unknown, The date 1741 is on a small stone 
in the east corner. This is undoubtedly the date of erection of the house, but tradition 
does not suggest the name of the builder, The house is built of irregular stone pat tly 
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ashed. It is covered by a wide gambrel roof. th 
continued over two small dormers, The windows are eae be slope of which is 
narrow 3 nO other's like these have been found in the territory ¢ » being long and very 
The flat stone archheads of the door, garret window and : ‘le aa ed by this volume, 
teristic of various houses in West Jersey. The house has coal er are charac- 
this eatly date, but its massive exposed beams, hand pegging, o nd ie’ ceilings for 
window glass are evidences of its age. oe ee eee og 
The house is northeast of the Stanton village cr 
Whitehouse. The present country lane skirts alone ietadadeas ne ~wa . " 
the mid-nineteenth century the road followed the northeast bank of Chambers Bre k 
(now Pleasant Run). A private road goes down the hill from the lane ius 
Pleasant Run inside the property, to the house which is on the southern side of Si 
stream. This back Iane to Whitehouse is best known as the road to the “Bandbox 
House,” an unusual whitewashed stone structure built by a Quaker in 1808; it has 
no corners, and its pure oval shape suggests its nickname of a bandbox. 


whitew 


Howsel—Wagoner House 
Stanton 


PLATE 158 


On Erskine’s Revolutionary map this house is marked William Howzel’s. As 
this was an early family in this locality, it is probable that the house was built by 
one of its members. The Indian deed of June 27, 1703 to the West Jersey Proprietors 
for land on the Raritan River west of the Division Line, covered 150,000 acres, most 


of the present Hunterdon County. The West New Jersey Society, a stock company, 
made extensive purchases and had 


Was organized in London in 1693; the Society 

71,000 acres surveyed for them in June 171}. This tract became known as West 
Jersey’s Great Tract in Hunterdon Co. The policy of the Society at first was to lease 
a to settlers; in 1735 98 families were lessees, of whom one was Gasper emai 
llwho had 150 acres, It is possible that he was a member of the family ™ eR — 
iene © were quite a few German settlements scattered through the oie Lone 

Valle ard _ mantown (now Oldwick) to the north, and still further n 

:tormerly known as German Valley. — 

follow): ¢ German name of Hausschild was gradually simplified “* ay on 
1744 we os few scattered references to this name: in 1730 jae endl ‘sr a 
0 ac tthias Houshilt were naturalized; in $735 Gasper Haws a cidptined 
in {73.5% Hunterdon County; in the Dutch church at rng rg ecevions'ol 
eter, son of Johannis and Neeltje Housel, and in 1744 — a a 
tharina Houselt; Jacob Hausschild and his wife Anna ois 
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some of it, The old wing was built by John Van Winkle at some time after his mar. 
riage in 1746 and before 1774; the date 1761 has been ascribed to it. The old house 
is built of rough stone laid in irregular courses, and is covered by a steep gable roof 
extending in front to form an overhang. The main house has a cornerstone dated 
1814+ it is characteristic of the period, built of well-dressed stone, and covered by a 
gambrel roof which has a beautiful curving slope. The main house contains unusu- 
ally beautiful specimens of carved woodwork of the period and a panelled over- 
mantel. The house is on the northwest side of the Goffle Road, on the opposite side 
of which runs the Goffle Brook. It stands at the foot of the Goffle Hill Road leading 


to Sicomac and the Ponds settlements, and is less than two miles north of the north 
bend of the Passaic River. 


Unidentified House 
534 East Passaic Avenue, Bloomfield Township, Essex County 
PLATE 156 


Nothing is known of this house, which is now occupied by uneducated foreign 
tenants. The house is probably within the region formerly known as Stone House 
Plains. It is near the east bank of the Third River in Bloomfield Township, south- 
east of the village of Brookdale and just over a mile south of the Essex ‘County 
border. It is on a bend in the present East Passaic Avenue on its west side. Early in | 
the eighteenth century the Dutch moved southwards from Acquackanonk and 
settled along the Third River in the vicinity of the present Nutley and Brookdale. 
It is probable that the house belonged to the Kierstead family in the third quarter 
of the nineteenth century. Who owned it before then is not known; Christopher 
Mandeville lived in this vicinity in 1839, but may not have occupied this particular 
house. The house was undoubtedly built in the first half of the eighteenth century: 
It is of rough stone covered by a gable roof. 


Houses in Hunterdon County 


Fitts House 


Stanton 
PLATE 157 


Nothing is known of this house other than that it is called the Fitts homestead. 
On a map of the county made in 1873, the house is marked J. L. Fitts. How fong # 
was in the possession of this family is unknown. The date 1741 is on a small ston? 
in the east corner. This is undoubtedly the date of erection of the house, but tradition 
does not suggest the name of the builder. The house is built of irregular stone party 
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“ewashed. It is covered by a wide gambrel r 
wi inued over two small dormers, The windows oe mine i er 
qartow 3 110 other's like these have been found in the territory cabinet ts 1 and very 
The flat stone archheads of the door, garret window and cellar tele. volume. 
reristic of various houses in West Jersey. The house has unusually hi he ms 
this early date, but its massive exposed beams, hand pegging, old titer wer 
window glass are evidences of its age. Snape Gi 
The house is northeast of the Stanton village crossroads on a back lan 

Whitehouse. The present country lane skirts along the highlands of the valle : - 
the mid-nineteenth century the road followed the northeast bank of Chambers Brook 
(now Pleasant Run). A private road goes down the hill from the lane, crossing 
Pleasant Run inside the property, to the house which is on the southern side of the 
stream. This back lane to Whitehouse is best known as the road to the “Bandbox 
House,” an unusual whitewashed stone structure built by a Quaker in 1808; it has 
no corners, and its pure oval shape suggests its nickname of a bandbox. 


Howsel—Wagoner House 
Stanton 


PLATE 158 


On Erskine’s Revolutionary map this house is marked William Howzel’s. As 
this was an early family in this locality, it is probable that the house was built by 
one of its member's. The Indian deed of June 27, 1703 to the West Jersey Proprietors 
for land on the Raritan River west of the Division Line, covered 150,000 acres, most 
of the present Hunterdon County. The West New Jersey Society, a stock company; 
ay organized in London in 1691; the Society made extensive purchases and had 

1,000 acres surveyed for them in June 1741. This tract became known as West 
Jersey’s Great Tract in Hunterdon Co. The policy of the Society at first was to lease 


arms to settlers; in 1735 98 families were lessees, of whom one was Gasper Haw- 
ber of the family in question. 


N 6 
ah had 150 acres, It is possible that he was a mem b the county} a Leba- 
¢ were quite a few German settlements scattered throug be Lon 
her north Long 


n 
nearby, Germantown (now Oldwick) to the north, and still furt 


Val 
ley, formerly known as German Valley. 


e Germ ; «mplified to Housel. The 
an came of Tiauaichit Was gradual 2 1730 Jacob Houselt and in 


ing are a few scattered references to this name ,; 
0 acre tthias Houshilt were naturalized; in 1735 Gaspet Hash we tied 
in 173, 7 Hunterdon County; in the Dutch church at Readington were 2 no 
eter, son of Johannis and Neeltje Housel, and in 1744 rage : apt 
tharina Houselt; Jacob Hausschild and his wife a 527 
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William, b. 1784, and John b. 1786, both baptized in 1786 at the German Reformed 
Church of Alexandria; Johannes Houshell of Amwell Twp. made his will in 1761, 
as did his brother Jacob, and also a brother Mathias in 1778. 

From a series of maps, we find that William Howzel owned the house in ques- 
tion during the Revolution, W. Wagner in 1852, W. Wagoner (probably the same 
man) in 1860, and A. Lowe in 1873, The owner of the house evidently held the 
leadership of the community, for the village at various times was called Mt. Pleasant, 
Housel’s, and Wagoner’s Hill, It was finally named Stanton, after Lincoln’s Secre- 
tary of War. The Revolutionary William Howsel may be the one whose will was 
probated in 1809. The Wagoner family who owned the house in the middle of the 
nineteenth century was undoubtedly also of German origin. Shortly after the Civil 
War the house passed through several hands, It has been owned since 1925 by W.E. 
Wayman, who has been very much interested in restoring it. 

A veritable community of stone houses stands on this farm. The old stone barn 
is dated 1741; new trim now hides the stone in part so that only the century figures 
show. This is a good approximate date for the erection of the farm buildings, The 
one and a half story stone house is built on a hill slope and has a full basement story 
at the rear. The ceilings are low in the basement and of medium height on the main 
floor. The different floor levels in the basement are probably due to its gradual 
improvement at various times. The kitchen is here, lighted by very small windows, 
and a cold spring has been piped to an adjoining closet room. The house has many 
wall and corner cupboards, and all forms of old hinges. There was formerly a Dutch 
oven on each end of the house, but they were torn down about twenty years ago. The 
brick archheads of the windows are interesting. The colonial doorway and benches 
at the entrance are modern pieces of work, but blend very well, A broad gable roof 
covers the house and is unbroken by dormers. The house has been recently repainted, 
but the very irregular stonework still shows to advantage. On the east end is a wing 
which is of later date, although its ceilings are lower than the main house and its 
windows smaller. This wing was formerly covered with long red shingles secured 
by hand-made nails; they were removed and the wing has been clapboarded and 
painted white. The old barn is similarly built of irregular stone. About fifty years 
ago it was used as a blacksmith shop, and the central third of the side by the road 
was cut out up to the rafters for a large entrance way, so that wagons could pass 
straight through, This section has been rebuilt and a small window inserted, but the 
lines can be seen easily. A frame addition was made at some later period on the end 
of the barn toward the house, thus tying it architecturally with the main house. 
Near the frame wing of the house stand two small stone structures, one of which is 


the stone spring house. The other is the kitchen of a small two story house, which 
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s torn down recently, and which consi 
eae to find two houses on the same pr ~ ary me bas toom on each floor. It is 
vary structure tn whieh the family lived while the ms we is that this was the tem- 
As a two story building requires the hewing of siete lena ws erected, 
deal of labor, it is mote likely that this house was built for a ae. 
by another member of the family. The hillside at the rear oe been utflinel pope 
advantage by the present owners in the formation of very ifailtve ies zi eee 
gardens. It is interesting to compare the similarity and yet subtle Sifierences bee . 
this German house and the Dutch houses of the period. — 
The house is on the south side of the road, west of the four corners of Stanton 
village. Behind it is Round Mountain, and in front lies Round Valley. The road on 
which the house stands is a pre-revolutionary road leading from Raritan and Read- 
general westerly direction, crossing the road to Coryell’s Ferry over the 
d the road to Whitehouse, skirting Round Valley, then crossing the 
he Raritan River at the present village of Hamden, and finally 
e settlement at Pittstown to Johnson’s Forge, now called 


ington in a 
Delaware an 
South Branch of t 
passing north of th 
Bloomsbury. 


Reynolds— Van Syckel House 
Van Sickle’s, near Clinton 
PLATE 159 
Although the actual builder of this house was an Englishman, his ownership 
the hands of a Dutch family ever 


was of short duration, and the house has been in 
since, thus warranting its inclusion in a book on Dutch houses and Dutch families. 


A stone on the southwest corner above the first story window is marked “DR: 
1763:A —_,” standing for the initials of the builder and the date of erection: David 
Reynolds 1763 Anno. Thus we know that Reynolds built this large two story stone 
“tems over a decade before the Revolution. He conducted it as a tavern. Evidently 
“ did not have much faith in the American cause as he was a counterfeiter of Con- 
inental money at the beginning of the Revolution. He was caught and speedily 
a His family ran the tavern for a short while after his death. By oa 
ne ine’s Revolutionary maps were being made (1778-79) a man named * :. 
" ne tavern, and was running it until 1800. That yeat Aaron Van Syke i 
Sht the hostel, and he and his son continued to conduct it as a tavern. It is still in 


© Possession of th 
; e Van Syckel family. _ 

eit ancestor Ferdinand’ Van Sycklin emigrated to America in 1652. When 

he registered that he had been in 


he to 
ok the oath of allegiance in Flatlands in 1687, 
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the country for 35 years. He later removed to Gravesend, where he died about 1712. 
About 1660 he married Eva, daughter of Antonis Jansen Van Salee, and had eight 
children, His grandson Reinier’ Van Syckelen, Jr., left Long Island and settled in 
the upper Raritan valley before 1723. By his wife Henah he had a son Reinier’ Van 
Syckel, born in Hunterdon County, N. J., bap. Nov. 17, 1723 in the Dutch church 
at Readington. About 1746 he married Maayke or Mercy Langstraat, and had ten 
children according to their family Bible. He was a farmer and owned 304 acres in 
Hunterdon Co, In his will dated 1802, he styled himself a resident of Kingwood 
Township, in southern Hunterdon Co., and left the plantation of 240 acres on which 
he then dwelt to his son Aaron. 

This son Aaron’ Van Syckel, Sr., spent his whole life in Hunterdon County, 
where he was born July 8, 1764 and died Nov. 28, 1838, In 1800 he bought the Rey- 
nolds tavern, and in 1802 was already domiciled here, in what was then part of 
Bethlehem Township. He built a store opposite the tavern, and ran both with the 
aid of his Aaron, Jr., when he grew old enough to help. It was the best-known tavern 
in Aaron, Sr.’s, day en route to Schooley’s Mt., the health resort of the time. Aaron 
was very wealthy, and a large landowner, farming his lands. He was the High 
Sheriff of the county. About 1785 he married Catharine Opdyke, b. Aug. 11, 1762, 
d. Sept. 9, 1853, and had eight children, Their son Aaron’ Van Syckel, Jr., b. May 
26, 1793 in Hunterdon Co., bap. with his five brothers March 3, 1800 in the German 
Church of Alexandria, married Nov. 30, 1816 Mary, daughter of Joseph Bird, and 
followed his grandfather’s footsteps in raising a family of ten children. He continued 
to conduct his father’s tavern and store until 1855, when he discontinued the store 
and the tavern also shortly afterwards. His son Joseph’ Van Syckel, b. June 18, 
1818, married first June 16, 1842 Catharine I, Smith (1823-1855), and second Feb. 
9, 1858 Cyrena Martin, b. March 5, 1830, He was a farmer, merchant and banker. 
He had two children by each marriage but only his daughter Kate survived him. 
Kate’ Van Syckel, b. Aug. 11, 1860, married Sept. 10, 1889 Robert S, Martin. Mrs. 
Martin still owns the ancestral tavern, It is unoccupied. Her family reside in a house 
next door. 

The tavern is a two story structure built of irregular, random-laid stone and 
covered with a gable roof, Brick arches top the door and windows of the first story; 
and narrow flat-brick lintels the windows above. The house stands on the bank of a 
stream probably to obtain plenty of clear drinking water for the patrons of the 
hostel. The hamlet of Van Sickle’s is six miles northwest of Clinton. The tavern is 
on the east side of its only street, a pre-revolutionary route up the Musconetcong 
River to Hackettstown, or southward to Pittstown and Coryell’s Ferry over the 
Delaware River. 
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House of Martin Ryerson, later Quick’s 
near Three Bridges, Readington Township 
PLATE 160 | 


The builder of this house was named for his grandfather Martin Ryerszen, who 
emigrated from Amsterdam about 1646 and settled at Breuckelen. There on May 
j4, 1663 he married Annetje, daughter of Joris Jansen de Rapelje, b. Feb. 8, 1646 
in Breuckelen. Her parents were among the original settlers of New Netherland, 
crossing in the first ship, and her sister was the first white girl born here. Their son 

otis Martinse’ Ryerse was a farmer in New York City and later in Bergen County, 
New Jersey. By his first wife Hannah Schouten, widow of Teunis Dey, he had ten 
children. One of these was Mary’ Ryerson, bap. July 19, 1699 in New York City, 
d. 1774, married Nov. 30, $720 John Reading (1686-1767). Her husband rose to 
political prominence, acting as Governor of the Province of New Jersey. About 
1715 they settled on the South Branch of the Raritan River near Flemington on 
their estate. Walnut Grove, where they died. 

Col. Martin’ Ryerson, bap. Oct. 7, 1698 at New York City, followed his 
brother-in-law John Reading to Hunterdon County and settled on the South Branch 
of the Raritan River on the opposite bank—the north bank. The land here in the 
curve of the South Branch was a part of the Lotting Purchase, the Indian deed of 
June 20, 1708, Martin is said to have joined the Dutch Church at nearby Readington 
in 1726; he was on the building committee for the new church in 3738 and a deacon 
in 744, He may not have settled here until about 1737, as the birthplace of his eldest 
child in 1736 is unknown, whereas his eight other children were baptized at Read- 
ington from 1738 to 1755. Unfortunately there is no dated stone on the house, but 
Martin Ryerson probably built it at the time of his removal here, 1726-37. He became 
Very prominent in judicial, military and church circles, was an excellent surveyor, a 
Cloned in the King’s Militia, and a Judge of the Court of — cae? on 
a from time to time large tracts in West Jersey — mar ave Panett 
se ting for on Dec, 13, 1771 a petition was presented to the ripe. mae he 
esate good character and distressed ao pra an om 
Possib ¢ relieved by the legislature. The desired relie was = reas . 

e that there was a forced sale of his estate as his wife an ee of their sons 


moved 1772-75 to a tract of her mother’s at Myrtle Grove in Sussex County. He 
al; administration was granted on his 


< Said to ha PI ? 
died before his family's remov 
tttate Sept, 2 . : fas or Cock), bap. Jan. 2 

ept. 2, 1790, His wi Catharine Coxe (Cockas or Cock), bap. «Ze 
m3 ee Th «4 Elinor Ashfordby. 


at Kj 

gston, daughter of Thomas Cock e 
e Ryerson farm was bought by Tunis Quick about 1770, and remained in 
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the possession of his family for almost a century. Tunis Quick, b. April 13, 1762, 
d, May 4, 1836, was a son of Col. Abraham Quick of Ten Mile Run, Somerset 
County, and his wife Matilda Wyckoff. A brother of his, Abraham Quick, Jr,, 
settled in the house near North Branch (plate 135). Tunis married Alletta, daughter 
of Jacques Voorhees, b. June 20, 1766, d. Feb. 10, 1845. Two daughters of theirs 
were baptized in 1786 and 1787 at Six Mile Run Church, so they had not removed 
to the South Branch at this time, Tunis was a farmer and a miller. In early life he 
had mills near the New Brunswick Water Works. He later established mills on the 
Ryerson farm near Flemington, and the place became known as Quick’s Mills, 
When he died here he owned about 1,000 acres. At one time he was a Major in the 
militia, His son Jacques Voorhees Quick was born Nov. 10, 1793, no doubt shortly 
after the family had removed to the Ryerson farm, as he was baptized Jan, 19, 1794 
in the Dutch church of nearby Readington, He continued to operate the mill, which 
was on the south side of the river. Three mortgages, given by Jacques V. Quick, Jr.,. 
in 1855, suggest a family arrangement whereby he had control of the property 
subject to a life annuity to his father, who died about 1876 in Flemington. On Jan. 
24, 1870 J. V. Quick sold to George W. Bateman a tract of 129% acres with the farm 
buildings thereon, and also a wood lot. He disposed of it the same year to George 
A. Rae, The latter’s executors sold the property in March 1895 to J+ Smith Richard- 
son, and the present owner is his granddaughter, Miss Edith Jones of Elizabeth, 
who makes her summer home here, 

The three units of the house were erected at different times, The main house, 
which is the central portion, was built by Martin Ryerson presumably about 1726- 
37, It is built of stone and is covered by a broad gambrel roof, The south front is 
faced with brick; the overhanging eaves are deeper on this side: the old fanlight 
here and the arched brickwork over the windows are interesting features. The large, 

old, twelve-pane windows remain on the north front. The house is flanked on eithet 
side by frame wings built by the Quick family. The east wing belongs to the post- 
revolutionary period and the two story west wing is somewhat later; it is probable 
that the former was added by Tunis and the latter by Jacques Quick, The interior 
er the — * Martin Ryerson conforms to the usual plan of rooms on either side 
; aalg ° we ep toom, originally the kitchen, is a huge fireplace topped 
i a dium heioht i, , and nearby was formerly a Dutch oven. The ceilings ate 
sale tai a _ rep beams, In the parlor there is a mantel of a simple 
was inereved and th 4 een added. Ten tone ee wentty Years ago, WEE 
ee-thaedeen ten hare added. The house, surrounded by the fields of the 

, ank of the South Branch River, in the curve of the river 


not far (as the crow flies) from Flemington Junction, It is in Readington Township, 
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several miles west of the village of Three Bridges and an equal distance from Flem- 
ington. 


Houses in Morris County 


House of Thomas Dey 
Iwo Bridges, Pequannock Township 
PLATE 161 


| On June 6, 1695 a huge tract was obtained from the Indians by a company of 
__ associates, headed by Arent Schuyler, Brockholst, and Mandeville, extending from 
“the Passaic River on the south up along both sides of the Pequannock River 
between the foothills on the east and west. They received a patent for it Dec. 2, 
74696, and sold the lower end to Maurice Mourison. Derrick Dey probably bought 
rf from him and settled almost immediately in the extreme southeastern tip of the 
Ttownship, bounded on the east by the Pequannock River and on the south and west 
“by the Passaic River. This locality early acquired importance, as the two rivers 
Toould be crossed separately before they joined to become the broad Passaic River 
Tjust below. Here was one of the few bridges over the Passaic River before the 
Revolution. 

Derrick Dey came from Wesel on the Passaic River (now eastern Paterson) 
and settled on a large farm at Pequannock. He also owned land on the east side of 
the Passaic nearby, mainly to the south; in 1730 he bought a triangular plot of 
~ 200 acres to the south from Peter Sonmans, in the deed to which he is styled Derrick 
_ Dey of Pachgannick, His house stood a few rods northwest of the present house; 
it was a stone building of great depth. On Dec. 11, 1736 at Hackensack he married 

Sarah, daughter of Thomas Laurensen Toers, and had two sons and five daughters. 

He died at the age of 91 years and was buried on the farm, His son John inherited 

his father’s house and kept a public inn here; he married Jane Doremus on Dec. 19, 

$773. In 1823 this older house was owned by Simeon Doremus. It burned down 

in 1846-47, 

Thomas Dey, b. Dec. 8, 1747 and bap. at Hackensack, was an elder son of 
Derrick and Sarah, In 1779 he built his stone house adjoining his father, and 
recorded the date in iron figures across the front of the house (later taken off when 

_ a piazza was added). It is marked Thomas Dye on Erskine’s Revolutionary map. 

He had a tannery nearby, also a fur hattery and a store, By his wife Abigail Lewis, 

Thomas had a daughter Sarah Dey, b. May 18, 1769, who married first Cornelius, 
_ Son of Frans Post, and secondly a Mr. Hughes, Her only child Dirck Dey Post, b. 
_ May 6, 1791, was the father of C. Henry Post, who was born in the family home- 
| Stead in 1820 and still owned it in 1900, dying a few years later, The house passed 
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to Henry’s son Abram Post, whose widow sold it out of the family to McGlinn 
about 1917. The present owner is the Twin Rivers Club. 

The house is the usual one and a half story structure, the front of dressed stone 
and the sides and rear of very irregular stone. The roof on both the wing and the 
main section has a steep gable and no overhang. Gables and porches now rather 
mar its appearance. The house is situated on the west bank of the Pompton River 
within a stone’s throw of the junction of the two rivers, which are spanned by 
bridges, thus giving the name of Two Bridges to the small settlement. 


Dodd House 
near Chapel Hill Road, Lincoln Park 
PLATE 162 


This house undoubtedly stands on the huge tract which extended along both 
sides of the Pequannock River between the foothills on the east and west, which 
was bought by Arent Schuyler and associates from the Indians in 1695 and patented 
to them in 1696, The Dodd (Dod, Dods) family settled in the lower valley at an 
early date. This house on the brow of the hill is marked John Dodd on Erskine’s 
Revolutionary map, and another stone house (still existing but greatly remodelled) 
on the corner in the village below is marked Dodd’s Tavern, There was a prominent 
Dod-Dodd family which left Branford, Conn., and settled in Newark village in 
$668 and on Watsessing Plain in 1679, There are only three generations of John 
Dodds recorded in this family, and all lived at Orange or Bloomfield, but it is 
probable that the Dodd family of Pequannock Township is in some way connected 
with the Newark family of the same name. 

According to an old neighbor and relative, the house on the hill was owned 
before 1847 by John Dods and his wife Polly. Their daughter Lea Dodd married 
John Hennion, who acquired the house from his father-in-law. In the 1860s he 
sold it to William Maines, After Maines had owned it many years he sold it to 
his son-in-law Jesse Richards. His widow, née Maines, later married Mr. Salmon 
and sold the house about 1920 to Joseph Black, the present owner. 

The house is built of roughly cut multi-colored fieldstone. The east wing is 
covered by a steep gable roof, its south slope extending in a straight line to form a 
deep overhang. Below are two old windows with the typical small lower sash. The 
main section of the house probably dates from the Revolutionary or post-revolt- 
tionary period; its ceilings are fairly high and it has interesting old cupboards and 
carved mantels, but a row of cheap modern dormers spoils its appearance. The 
house stands on the brow of a high hill overlooking the village and the Pompton 
River valley. It faces south on a lane which runs into the east side of Chapel Hill 
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Road, the present name for the road which traverses Pequannock Township, south- 
ward from Lincoln Park to Two Bridges, Beavertown was the former ae for 
Lincoln Park. 
House of Henry Doremus 
Road to Boonton, near Towaco, Montville Township 
PLATE 163 


The exact date of purchase and settlement of the Doremus family in this 
neighborhood is not known, but the family became so numerous that the locality 
was long known as Doremustown, The ancestor of the family is Cornelis’ Doremus 
who emigrated from Middleburg in the Province of Zeeland by 1687, and had 
settled at Wesel (now eastern Paterson) by 1708, and died about 1735, His son 
Thomas’ Doremus, bap. April 1J, 1687 at Bergen, settled near Cedar Grove on 
the Peckamin River, in Essex County. In 1743 he bought a tract of 727 acres 
lying east of the Bog and Vly, and deeded one third of it to his son Golyn in 1748, 
and the other thirds to his sons Abraham and John, all of whom settled on these 
tracts in Jacksonville, northeast of Towaco valley. There is no deed on record for 
the Towaco farm of Cornelis, still another son of Thomas Doremus, but it is 
ptobable that the latter bought a farm for this son also. Cornelis’ Doremus, b. April 
16, 1714 at Acquackanonk, d. March 8, 1803, married in 1738 Antje Yong, born 
in Morris County, daughter of Peter Yong of “Te Wechauw.” Cornelis settled on 
a large farm in the Towaco valley less than two miles east of Montville. In 1745 
the road was laid from Cornelius Doremus to Michael Cook’s mill (in Upper 
Montville). Erskine’s Revolutionary map shows that Cornelius’ house was on the 
south side of the road. In his will of 1795 he styled himself a resident of Pequanack, 
the name then applied to the whole region in the southeastern corner of Morris 
County near the Pequannock and Passaic River's. By his wife Antje Yong, Cornelis 
had four sons and five daughters. | . 

_ The eldest son, Henry* Doremus, b. Feb. 19, 1739, d. Feb. 10, 1857, married by 
license of Sept. 25, 1760 Peggy Van Winkel, both at that time of Morris County. 
et brother John built the house at the Goffle (plate 155). Henry was a tanner 
On his father’s farm at Wechauw until near the end of the Revolution when he 
Sold out, and in 1782 bought a farm at Slooterdam near Wesel Bridge, where he 
tar Cornelis’ second son Capt. Thomas’ Doremus, b. Aug. 4, 1740, d. May 9, 
10, married Sept. 20, 1764 Rachel Spier; b. Aug. 6, 1745, daughter of Cornelis 
Pier of the Notch, He lived in the house in Doremustown on the west bank of a 
Stteam and on the north side of the road to Boonton; his descendants recall that 
otge Washington had his headquarters for a time in the east room of the ground 
of and entertained his French officers in the orchard. As this is the house marked 
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Henry Doremus on Erskine’s Revolutionary map, Thomas probably lived with his 
brother at that time and later purchased it from him, Capt. Thomas Doremus had 
five sons: Cornelis (1765-1859) married Lena Mandeville and lived in Doremus- 
town in the building formerly occupied as a parsonage of the Montville Reformed 
Church, and on the death of his wife in 1846 removed to New York City; Petrus 
settled at Mountain View on the other side of the Pompton River, and Francis in 
New York City. The two remaining sons, Benjamin (1781-1828) and Johannes 
(1785-1828), remained at Doremustown and may have continued to occupy their 
father’s homestead, Wilson Jacobus bought the property from a Doremus about 
1840-50, and his son S. W. Jacobus, the present owner, was born here in 4858. 

This valley was in early days referred to as Te Wechauw. The western end 
acquired the name of Doremustown from this numerous family descended from 
Cornelis Doremus, who had settled here in the first half of the eighteenth century. 
The name was later changed to Whitehail. The village nearby is now called 
Towaco, a corruption of the original name of the valley. The house stands on the 
north side of the road to Boonton, a scant mile west of Towaco village and east of 
the railway crossing. 


Farmhouse, at one time Demarest’s 
Changebridge Road, Lower Montville 
PLATE 164 


The chain of ownership of this stone farmhouse is known back to Lawrence 
Demarest, who owned it about the end of the eighteenth century. Nothing is known 
of this Lawrence Demarest, but the house was probably not erected by his family. 
On Oct. 2, 1714 Humphrey Davenport of Kingston bought from ‘Thomas Stevenson 
of West Jersey, a 750 acre tract on the east bank of the Rockaway River, extending 
east to the top of the mountain. He settled here and built south of the Demarest 
house. Among his children were John Davenport, Humphrey Davenport, Jr. who 
married in 1731 Elizabeth, daughter of Peter Hyler, and Rachel Davenport who 
married in 1733 Nicholas, son of Peter Hyler. The Hylers, Parlamans, and Daven- 
ports were amongst the earliest settlers of Lower Montville about 1716. Construction 
of the Demarest house shows it was built about 1720-30; as it seems to stand on the 
Davenport tract, it was probably built by one of the sons or sons-in-law of Humphrey 
Davenport. 

In 1745 the road from Pompton Plains was laid out westward from the house 
of Cornelius Doremus in the Towaco Valley (see plate 163) to Michael Cook’s mill 
in the present Upper Montville, and in 1749 the road was continued southward from 
his mill to the Rockaway River, and then down the river as the path ran to the 
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bridge neat John Davenport's. This was the important Rockaway Bridge at the 
rime of the Revolution. The Changebridge Road is further east, but more or less 
parallels the road from Michael Cook’s Mill: it commences nearer Cornelius 
Doremus’ farm and ends near the Rockaway Bridge. From the west end of the 
bridge a road leads southward to Troy Hills, Whippany and Morristown; further 
north another road went southwestward from the road to the mill through the settle- 
ments of old Boonton and Parsippany, and eventually also reached Whippany. 
From the east end of the bridge a road runs eastward and was called the Road to 
Horseneck (the name given to the neck within the bend of the Passaic River in 
Essex County) ; it forked, one branch going on to Newark, and the other traversing 
the Neck to Two Bridges on the Pompton River. Jinning’s Tavern was on the 
Road to Horseneck one mile east of Rockaway Bridge. These were the roads 
existing at the time of the Revolution, and still to be followed today, with the excep- 
tion of the Old Boonton-Parsippany Road which is mainly beneath the reservoir. 
Thus we get an idea of the ramifications of the little community, of the importance 
of the Rockaway Bridge as a thoroughfare linking roads from all directions, and of 
the large territory dependent on the Dutch Church of Old Boonton (organized 
about 1756, and removed in 1848 to Lower Montville). A creek flows southward 
between the Road from Michael Cook’s Mill and the Changebridge Road, and 
empties into the Rockaway River near the bridge. This creek with its valley was 
in early days called Uylekill, and lent its name to the settlement, later called 
Montville. The Changebridge Road obtained its name in the days of stage coaches, 
when the horses were changed near the bridge. 

Thomas Doremus lived in the stone house over two miles away at Doremus- 
town, which had been Washington’s headquarters for a time (plate 163). He also 
owned the stone house at the lower end of the Changebridge Road near the Rock- 
away Bridge, He died in 18103 in his will dated 1809 he mentioned the latter house 
as the place he bought of Lawrence Demarest, and stated that it was to be sold and 
“ money divided between his five sons. The property was sold to George Shepard. 

¢ was a lunatic; his guardians sold it to Helmah Mandeville, and he sold it to Dr. 
root Wurts, In 1829 it was sold by a judgment back to Mandeville, and by 
" “" judgment to William Meredith, whose executors sold it July 20, 1848 to 
Mn Gaines, He sold it in 1857 to Daniel Howard. It was later owned by 
ohana t McNair, Jr., who sold the house and four acres on April J, 1921 to 
aes: ho, Jacobus Broes Van Heekeren, a Hollander. His widow, Mrs. Van Heek- 

"OW Owns it and runs a charming antique shop here, 

Begin, description of the property in the William Meredith deeds runs as follows: 
& at a red oak tree formerly a corner of the land sold by John Salter to 
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Lawrence Demarest, also a cornet of land sold by Robert Gould to said Demarest, 
in a line of lands belonging to John Doremus, then extending with his line north 
88° to a stone on the west side of the road leading from Richard Duryea’s tavern to 
Pompton Plains, thence. along the west side of the road southward to a line of 
Richard Duryea’s land, then north 86° by the lands of Silas Cook, Richard Duryea, 
and Christian Miller, then with Miller’s line south 2 chains to Joan Morgan’s corner, 
then with the line of his land and by Jacob Mourison’s line north 87° to Mourison’s 
corner, then north 14 chains with Peter Courter’s line to the corner of the lands 
belonging to the heirs of Thomas Doremus deceased, then along various lines of 
their land, and along the land of John Doremus south 4° and then north 88°. 

The house changed hands frequently but the many owner's did little in the 
way of so-called improvements and the house remains practically in its original con- 
dition. A date 1744 scratched on a stone by the doorway is not original, but con- 
struction shows the house belongs to this early period and was probably built about. 
1720-30. It is built of roughly cut fieldstone; its steep gable roof has no overhang 
worthy of the name, and is unmarred by dormers. The interior consists of two rooms 
unequal in size, separated by a small hallway in which is an enclosed stairway. As 
it was unusual for the Dutch to build different sized rooms in this manner, it is pos- 
sible that the door originally led immediately into one of the rooms, and that the 
other room adjoined it with no intervening hallway. The windows in front have the 
ustial narrow lower sash, and the rear windows are very small in size; the floors slope 
unequally, the ceilings are very low, the mantel is of a very simple type, consisting 
of only a shelf; all these are characteristics of the early eighteenth century. The 
house is on the east side of the Changebridge Road, less than one mile south of the 
crossroad to the Dutch church; this section of Montville Township is known as 


Lower Montville. 


House of Johannes Parlaman 
Lower Montville 
PLATE 165 


Various units of this house have been built by different members of the Parla- 
man family. It is still owned by descendants of the original settler. Johannes, son 
of Jacob Berleman of Partenheim in Paltz, Germany, married Anna Catharina, 
daughter of Hans Wendel Hassenberger. In 1709. they declared their intention to 
emigrate to America, where they first settled at Hackensack and about 1744 on the 
Ramapo tract. Four of thei children were born in Germany and six here in America. 
One of their elder sons is believed to be Walter’ Parlaman, and his widow is sup 
posed to be the Barber Parlaman who obtained the tract at Lower Montville. 

John Reading, Deputy Surveyor General, took up a large tract on the Rock- 
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away River about 3735, On March 23, 1736/7 Daniel Worms, cordwainer of Han- 
over, sold to Barber Parleman, spinster of Hanover, 100 acres on the Rockaway 
River, beginning at the river corner of John Miller’s land, along his line north to 
his other corner, then north 42° east to another corner, then south to the river and 
up the river, the same 100 acre tract which had been sold to Daniel Worms by 
Michael Schurts (or Short) on April 14, 1730, and granted to Michael Schurts by 
John Reading Sept. 13, 1728 (deed recorded Oct. 8, 1804 Morris Co.). This deed 
shows us that Barber at this early date was already an unattached woman (in this 
case spinster is said to mean widow) and had already settled in Morris County (then 
Hanover Township, Hunterdon County). In 1736 (exact date not given, must be 
Old Style, 1737 in New Style) Barber Parlaman, widow, married Jacob Tymouth, 
widower, at the Pompton Plains Church. It is probable that she settled on her 100 
acre purchase, and she may have built the first house here, which was a small one 
formerly on the south side of the road overlooking the river. 

Barber’s son Johannes’ Parlaman, b. Aug. 18, 1730, was the first person after 
her to own the 100 acre tract. He undoubtedly built the early west unit of the house 
and possibly also the later east unit for one of his married children. Johannes Parla- 
man married at the Dutch Church of Second River (Belleville) April 19, 1755 
Marytie, daughter of Nicholas Hyler, both being recorded as living on the Uylekill. 
The early name for the creek flowing through the Montville region was the Uyle- 
kill, and it gave its name to the settlement, later called Montville. Marytie Hyler’s 
mother was Rachel, daughter of Humphrey Davenport, who had bought a tract 
nearby on the east side of the Rockaway River in 1715, built and settled there. 
Johannes Parlaman was prominent in the Revolution. He died April 13, 1805 and 
was buried in Lower Montville; his widow died in 1818, They had three sons and 
three daughters, The homestead passed to their son John‘ Parlaman, b. Sept. 7, 
1760, d. Dec. 26, 1829. He was married twice, first to Marytie Hiler, d. in March 1793 
aged 30 years, having borne one daughter. He married secondly Oct. 22, 1793 Sarah 
Miller, b, Jan, 4, 1770, survived him many years and died Feb, 7, $852, By his sec- 
ond wife, John Parlaman had two daughters. The elder, Barbara, b. Jan. 20, 1797, 
married Feb, 1815 Thomas Edward Bowlsby who died in 1829, and she married 
‘econdly Benjamin Crane; Barbara had two daughters by her first husband, one of 
Whom was Ariadne who married Josiah P. Huntoon but died soon afterward on Jan. 
he homestead was owned by John Parlaman’s youngest daughter Ann,’ b, 

oy 799, d. Oct. 31, 1889, married 1818 at Montville James’ Doremus, b, Sept. 
Woke md Te Wachauw (Doremustown), d. March 16, 1853, He was a son of 
otemus of nearby Doremustown and a nephew of Henry and Thomas 
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Doremus, who owned the house there in which George Washington stayed (plate 
163). James Doremus raised the roof of the house and added a half story of frame 
over the two earlier stone units; he also built the older half of the frame wing. James 
and Ann had three sons and two daughters. The house passed to the daughter Sarah 
Margaret® Doremus, b. Aug. 20, 1827, On May 24, 1845 she married Josiah P, 
Huntoon, b. July 16, 1816 at Montpelier, Vt., d. June 11, 1893. He had married pre- 
viously her first cousin Ariadne Bowlsby. Josiah Huntoon was in the grocery trade 
at various places, lived at Montville for a while, and removed to Paterson in 1841 for 
the balance of his life. The house is now owned by their daughter Ada Huntoon, 
b. Aug, 14, 1849, married April 13, 1870 Henry I, Clark, She lives in Paterson, and 
the house is at present unoccupied. 

The house has been built at several different times. The west unit of the main 
house is of very irregular fieldstone. The east unit is similar in size, but the front is 
of roughly dressed stone and lintels have been placed over the door and window. 
Each unit has its own outside door. The west unit is pre-revolutionary; the east half 
may not have been added until about the time of the war. The half story of frame 
was added in the second quarter of the nineteenth century, as was a part of the 
frame wing. The old windows, with the smaller lower sash, and the old fanlight 
still do duty, and no dormers break the slope of the roof. 

The house overlooks the Rockaway River valley. It is on the north side of the 
toad, which formerly took its course along the river valley from Old Boonton (a 
Revolutionary village, now under the reservoir) eastward and joined the road from 
Michael Cook’s Mill to Rockaway Bridge. It was later extended across this road to 
the Dutch Church of Lower Montville, which was moved here in 1818 from Old 
Boonton, A fuller discussion of the various roads and the locality can be read in the 
text for plate 164. The house is in Montville Township south of the village of that 
name, in the locality known as Lower Montville, 


House of Lucas Van Beverhoudt 
Troy Hills 


On March 2, 1772 Lucas Van Beverhoudt, late of the Island of St. Thomas, now 
of London, bought property from William Kelly, late of New York in America and 
now of London, the transfer being made in London, The deed was for a 2,000 acre 
tract in Morris County, New Jersey, which Kelly had bought from John Barlow, 
Stephen Tuttle, John Marsh, Patrick Darcy and Daniel Cooper. This original 
parchment deed is in the possession of the present owner of the house. Van Bevet- 
houdt settled on this purchase, then in the township of Hanover, Morris County: 
It is said that the place was originally named Red Barracks from the hay ricks, and 
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that he changed it to Beaverwyck, the place of origin of his family in Holland, His 
manager was Abraham Lott and the place is marked Mr. Lott’s on Erskine’s map. 

The house was quite a mansion and here Lucas Van Beverhoudt entertained 
officers of both armies during the Revolution. Born in 1737, he is said to have been 
married twenty-five years in 3795, and was accidentally killed on the road from 
Hanover to Troy when thrown from his chaise, He married Maria, eldest daughter 
of Mr. Malvill of the Danish Islands, and widow of Christian Suhm, Governor of 
St. Thomas. By her first marriage his wife had a daughter Maria Suhm, who later 
married President Wheelock of Bowdoin College in Brunswick, Maine. Lucas Van 
Beverhoudt had a daughter Adriana, b. 1781, married 1796 Tobias Boudinot. She 
lived at Beaverwyck, but died at the home of her daughter Mrs. Col. Amos 
Brewster at Hanover, N. H., in 1855. Adriana had two sons and four daughters, 
many of whom lived at Beaverwyck. Her daughter Ann Boudinot married William 
Bibby. She was the last of the family to own the place, but lived in Paterson, As her 
son was uninterested and extravagant, she sold the house about 1855 to her neighbor 
John Condit. He had come from Orange and in {800 bought the property immedi- 
ately to the south from a descendant of Lucas Van Beverhoudt, and built the large 
two story frame house on the roadside, erecting the street wing in the 1840s. 

It is a question how much of Lucas Van Beverhoudt’s home still stands. The 
house is said to have been destroyed by fire after his death, but Mrs. Condit was 
told by a descendant that only the kitchen wing burned, and that the present front 
is part of the original house. If much of the old building still remains, it was greatly 
changed by the builder’s daughter, Mrs. Boudinot. The house is a very large, two 
story, white frame mansion, with the usual wide hall running down the center 
between two rooms on either side. The architectural window trim is typical of the 
period around 1800, there is a large Palladian window in the center over the door, 
and a mid-nineteenth century roof. The house is in Troy Hills, south of the main 
highway from Newark to Parsippany and Dover. It is on the east side of the Revolu- 

onary road which led from Rockaway Bridge in Lower Montville southward to 
hippany and Morristown. The present owner is Mrs. Sarah Condit. 


Van Duyn—Jacobus House 
Changebridge Road, M ontville 
PLATE 166 


be Very little is known of the history of this house. The property is said to have 


inthe ©! toa Van Duyn, We know that several branches of this family settled 
is “woe at an early date (Biog. Hist. of Morris and Sussex Co., pub. $899). 

‘¢ that the last Van Duyn who owned this house hanged himself, and his 
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widow could not pay the taxes. By a sheriff's sale about 1864 the property was deeded 
to Timothy Jacobus, At one time the Jacobus family owned the land on the west side 
of this road and the Vreeland family on the east side of the road, Timothy married 
a sister of John P. and Peter I, Vreeland, his neighbors. He died about 1890 aged 
about 70 years, leaving three children, Ephraim, Alfred, and Rachel, who inherited 
the property jointly. They sold it to the present owner, H. B. Van Cleve, 

At a rough glance the house would appear to be the usual type of one and a half 
story house with gable roof, Closer inspection shows that the house was built in two 
unequal units. The south two-thirds of the house (to the middle chimney) is the 
oldest section, and the north third was added about a hundred years ago. The three 
chimneys are unusual, The larger unit is probably pre-revolutionary, its ceilings 
are low and the old beams are still exposed to view. No dormers mar the roofline. 
The house is on the west side of the Changebridge Road, south of the road from the 
Pompton River valley to Boonton. The Changebridge Road leads southward past 
the Demarest farm (plate 164) to the Rockaway Bridge. The house is in Montville 
Township about two miles east of the village of that name. 


Houses in Sussex (Including Warren) County 


House of William Ennes 
Old Mine Road, Sandyston Township 
PLATE 167 


On Sept. 23, 1703 William Ennes, Sr., a Scotchman, bought a tract of 200 acres 
at Marbletown in Ulster County and settled there. By his wife Cornelia Viervant 
he had a son William Ennes, b. Jan. 10, 1711, bap. Jan. 27, 1712 at Kingston, who 
married Elizabeth Quick, They came to the Delaware River valley in 1738, where 
the younger William became prominent as an early school teacher of the Minisink 
region and an elder of the Church. On Oct. 5, 1753 he bought a farm on the river 
in the present Sandyston Township from Richard Gardner, one of the Proprietors. 
Here he lived and died. He is said to have had eleven children. Eight were baptized 
at Minisink: Cornelia, b. 1741, Benjamin, b. 1743, m. 1769 Magdalena Van Etten, 
Daniel, b. 1745, married Elena Hornbeck, Margriet, b. 1748, married Jacobus Horn- 
beck, Joseph, b. 1751, m. 1770 Grietje Van Etten, John b. 1754, Cornelius b. 1757, 
Alexander b. 1759. The father of these children may be the William Ennes whose 
will was probated in 1804, One of the sons, Daniel Ennes, conducted the first tavet® 
in the vicinity, also a store and a smithy, The caption under a photograph of the 
house, taken in 1890, describes it as the Alexander Ennes house, for what reason 
not elucidated. It is not likely that William’s son Alexander Ennes, b. 1759, eve 
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inherited the house, as the next known owner was Simon Cortright, b. 1764, who 
inherited it from his Ennes father-in-law, and Alexander was too young to be the 
father of Simon’s wife. 

Petrus Cortreght’s son Simon Cortright, bap. July 20, 1764 at Minisink, 
1824 in his 60th year, married Catharine Ennes and had a daughter Maria, b. Nov. 
10, $784. Simon is said to have inherited the property on the death of his father-in- 
faw William Ennes. Presumably this is the William who purchased the farm in 
1753, although there is no church record showing that he had a daughter Catharine, 
nor an older son William, Jr. who might have been her father. Simon Cortright 
was a justice of the peace, served three terms in the Legislature and fifteen years as 
Judge of the Court of Common Pleas. In addition to this inheritance he purchased 
{000 acres in the vicinity. At his death the estate passed into the hands of Jacob 
Kyte, who died in his 82nd year, leaving it to John Kyte, the owner in 1883, Mark 
Sigler was in possession before Hiram C, C, Snook of Hainesville, who has owned 
the house for the last twenty-five years, but does not occupy it. The house is vacant 
at present. 

Between the two windows of the house shown in the photograph is a stone 
marked 7.3.1751, which undoubtedly records the date of its erection. As Richard 
Gardner, the Proprietor, never occupied the farm, the house may have been built by 
a tenant of his. No tradition of his identity has been handed down. It is very plausi- 
ble that the builder was William Ennes, who may have leased the farm before 
buying it, or purchased it under a several years’ contract, not receiving the deed 
until late in 1753, Although Ennes was of Scotch descent on his father’s side, his 
mother, wife and sons-in-law were all Dutch by blood, so the house warrants in- 
clusion in this volume. The house is very interesting, small in size and almost 
Square in shape, with a steep gable roof. The stonework under one of the two small 
Windows shows that the doorway was formerly here, before the frame lean-to was 
added. The house is on the west side of the Old Mine Road, several fields from the 
Delaware River, about one mile south of Great Minisink Island, and west over the 

Ountains from Hainesville, A view of the house from the north can be seen in 


Nor thwestern New Jersey, v. 2, p. 575. 


House of Stephanus Tietsoort (Titsworth) 
Road to Port Jervis, north of Sussex, Wantage Township 
PLATE 168 


sett] The Minisink territory in the interior back of the present Port Jervis was 
in a at an early date, before the nearby village of Sussex (which was founded 

4 by Peter Decker and called Deckertown until recently). One descendant of 
543 


HOUSES IN SUSSEX AND WARREN COUNTIES 


the Titsworth family states that the house was built in 1701, another descendant 
states that the original log house was built in 1703 and the present stone house about 
1710, and also that it was built by William Tietsoort who married Sarah Decker, 
As this particular William was not born until 1706, he is naturally eliminated as the 
builder in 1710: he is the first known owner, but his father Stephanus lived in this 
general vicinity and probably built it at the traditional date, for construction of 
the house shows it to belong to the very beginning of the eighteenth century. 

Abraham Willemszen van Amsterdam married in the Dutch church in New 
Amsterdam April 27, 1647 Aechtje Jans van Naerden, and had a son Willem bap. 
Aug. 2, 1648, The latter is undoubtedly the Willem Abrahamse Tietsoort who is the 
ancestor of the Titsworth family. Willem settled in Schenectady by 1676, where he 
was a landowner and blacksmith, and was wounded in the frightful Indian massacre. 
He located at the Forks of the Delaware River, now Port Jervis, before 1698, when 
he obtained a government license to purchase his lands from the Indians. In a peti- 
tion to the Governor and Council of New York on April 10, 1708, William Tietsoort 
stated that he was a blacksmith living in Ulster County (this region was then con- 
sidered a part of Ulster County in New York), that he formerly lived in Schenectady 
and barely escaped from the massacre of that village in 1689, that as he had friends 
in the Esopus country he removed there and was invited by some friendly Indians 
to settle in the Minisink, his Indian friend voluntarily giving him a tract of land; 
that he sought a legal title for this gift by obtaining a government license to pur- 
chase on Oct. 15, 1698, and so purchased it, which land had been subsequently 
assumed to be included in the Matthew Ling patent, from which he now sought 
protection. On June 30, {700 he obtained the legal deed from the Indians above 
referred to for land on the Delaware River at Machackemack (now Port Jervis) and 
at Schacheackaminck, and received a patent for the tract. In another affidavit, 
Willem Tietsoort, then of Dutchess County, declared in 1717 that he had sold two 
parcels of land at Port Jervis to Jan Decker in 1713. Shortly after this sale he evi- 
denly removed to Dutchess County in New York, where he is recorded in the j734 
Census with a household consisting of himself (over 60 years of age), two younget 
males and three females. In his will, made in Dutchess County in 1716 and probated 
at Albany in 1722, he mentioned his wife Neeltje, daughter of Teunis Swart, four 
sons and six daughters, Two of the sons settled in Poughkeepsie and one in Mid- 
dletown, New Jersey. 

The remaining son was Stephanus W.' Tietsoort, b. about 1680 at Schenectady: 
He was living in Minisink when he married at Kingston Oct. 18, 1702 Sara Hoorn- 
beck. She was born at Hurley, bap. April 24, 1681 at Kingston, a daughter of Wat 
naer Hoornbeck of Hurley. They had at least four children, Anna, William, Maria 
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and Jacobus; the first three were baptized at Kingston and the fourth was the first 
child baptized in the newly organized church at Machackemack nearby. Thus 
Stephanus had removed to the back country Minisink before his marriage, probably 
built the log hut in 1703 and the stone house about 1730, In an affidavit concerning 
a quarrel at Machackemack (now Port Jervis), he signed himself in 1722 as a resi- 
dent of Orange County, a juryman of Tappan, about 42 years of age, innholder. 
(This region was then claimed by Orange Co., N. Y.). In 1739 he and his son 
Willem were taxed at Minisink, for building a gaol at Goshen, Orange County. 

Stephanus’ son Willem S,' Tietsoort, bap. Sept. 22, 1706 at Kingston, d, March 
4, 179%, is the first of the family definitely connected with the family homestead. 
He married Sara Decker and had six children, including Stephanus’ Tietsoort, b. 
April 8, 1734*, d. April 17, 1777*, married Catrina Kuykendal, b. May 28, 1737", 
d. Nov. 17, 1805*. The house was inherited by their son William’ Titsworth, b. 
Aug. 12, 1758* in Wantage Township, d. March 3, 1837*; he married Margaret 
Middagh, b. Oct. 8, 1757*, d. March 31, 1841*, Their son Dr. John’ Titsworth, b. 
April 19, 1793*, d. Feb. 1, 1873", married May 31, 1819* Abigail, daughter of 
Deacon Nathan Beers, b. April 10, 1795, d. Dec. 27, 1863. Dr. John Titsworth in- 
herited the homestead and built the large house in the rear. The property passed 
to his son William’ Titsworth, b. July 12, 1824, and it was sold by William’s widow 
Kate about 1902 to Jason House. The present owner is E, Korn of Hackensack; 
the old stone house is rented out as a refreshment stand, 

It is a one and a half story house of rough slaty stone rubble, with a steep gable 
roof and very small windows. As it stands on a hill slope, a basement story of white- 
washed stone is exposed on one side. In the interior at one end there is a panelled 
fireplace wall with a huge cupboard. Very wide floor boards, exposed beams, low 
ceilings, old hinges and doors, are authentic details, Although now used as a refresh- 
ment stand, the exterior has not been marred, nor the interior very much altered. 
The house stands above Clove Creek on the northeast side of the road to Port Jervis. 
It is two and a half miles northwest of Sussex in Wantage Township, and less than 
ten miles south of the state border. The original log house formerly stood a short dis- 
tance northward, and the first church in this section was built on a hill near the 
Stone house, 


House of Abraham Van Campen 
Old Mine Road, Calno, Pahaquarry Township, Warren County 
PLATE 169 


This house was built by Abraham Van Campen far from any settlement in 
wilds north of the Delaware Water Gap. To reach civilization he had to make a 
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long and arduous journey over the Old Mine Road northwards along the Delaware 
River to the present Port Jervis and then strike inland northeastward to Esopus on 
the Hudson River. 

Abraham’s grandfather Gerrit Jansen’ Van Campen emigrated to New Am- 
sterdam, where he was a soldier at the time of his marriage Jan. 17, 1659, to Macktelt 
Stoffels, widow of Anthony Lodewyck. They settled at Esopus. Their son John’ 
Van Campen, bap. April 18, 1661, at Kingston, married there July 23, 1687, Tietje 
Jans Decker, and survived most of their eleven children, They were living at 
Shawangunk when two of their children were born in 1694 and 1696, and by 1703 
had settled in Marbletown Township, Ulster County, where they were living as late 
as 1728, He removed to New Jersey and died in Somerset County in 1745 shortly 
after making his will (in which he does not mention his son Abraham). Of his sons, 
John, Gerrit and Abraham settled along the Delaware River. 

Col, Abraham’ Van Campen, bap. Oct. 9, 1698, at Kingston, was the first and 
most prominent settler of the river region, now Pahaquarry Township. This land 
was included in the Indians’ release of 1713 to the West Jersey Proprietors. On 
March 8, 1732, Abraham bought from the heirs of George Hutcheson, one of the 
Proprietors, a tract called Pahaqualin, consisting of 1666 acres with a stretch of 
seven miles along the Delaware River, for £735, This tract was the upper half of 
the present township; it could not have been his first purchase, as he is said to have 
had a survey made for him in 1712 and to have settled here about 1725. John 
Reading, Jr., surveyed the country as far as the Minisink lands in May of 1755 
and recorded no white settlers at this time, but the valley was thickly settled for 
over thirty miles north of the Water Gap by 1730, according to the surveyors Scull 
and Lukens, Abraham Van Campen at one time owned more than 3000 acres, of 
which he sold a great deal, leaving {600 acres to his sons, Richard Smith of Burling- 
ton rowed down the Delaware River in a canoe with Indian guides in 1769, and 
recorded that “we had a glimpse of the late Col. Van Camp’s place below Walpack: 
he has a good share of even land and a range of swelling hills proper for sheep pas- 
ture, as much of all this country would be if it was cultivated.” On the map of the 
Delaware River Survey in 1769 by Dennis are shown Van Camp’s House and Grist 
Mills on a stream. 

Abraham’s home was the headquarters of the settlers in the Delaware Rivet 
valley during the Indian wars; a fort was built nearby for a garrison of 250 men, 
and the officers were fed at his table. He was a Colonel of the West Jersey troops in 
the French and Indian War of 1755-58, and ordered by Gov. Belcher to have his 
regiment ready to march into Pennsylvania and repel the Indians before they had the 
opportunity to march into New Jersey. The Indians stood in great dread of him. 
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As Justice of the Peace he performed many marriages in this section, He was a 
Judge of the Court of Common Pleas and by far the most prominent man in the 
Delaware River region. 

Abraham was married twice, first to Susanna Depue, bap. Jan. 9, 1698 at 
Kingston, still living in 1754, a daughter of Moses De Puis and Marretje Wynkoop, 
and sister of Nicholas and Benjamin Depue who were the first settlers of Smithfield 
on the Pennsylvania side of the Delaware River. On Oct. 29, 1763 he married 
secondly Rachel Van Aker widow (probably spouse of Isaac Van Aken), by whom 
he had no issue. He died in May, 1767, having made his will the year previous as a 
resident of Walpack in Sussex County (Walpack Township at this time included 
the whole region along the river south to the Delaware Water Gap). Abraham and 
Susanna’s three daughters were: Maria, b. 1732, wife of John Depui, Catharine 
wife of Benjamin Depui, and Susanna wife of Thomas Romine. Of their four sur- 
viving sons, John, b. 1726, and Benjamin, b. 1728, settled on the opposite side of 
the river at Smithfield on tracts willed them by their father, and the other two, 
Abraham, b. 1736, and Moses, b. 1743, lived on their father’s homestead. Moses’ 
Van Campen (1743-1819) was a Major; he was captured one night in 1777 by three 
Indians, who planned to take him to the headquarters of the Susquehanna and 
murder him by a lingering torture, but he was able to burst his fetters asunder, 
kill two of the Indians with a tomahawk and put the third to flight. Moses mar- 
tied Sarah Westfaal but had no children and willed all his property to his nephew 
Abraham III, son of Abraham, Jr., after the decease of his wife Sarah. 

Abraham! Van Campen, Jr., bap. Feb. 22, 1736, at Kingston, d, May, 18} j, 
married first about 1752 his cousin Maria, daughter of Moses Depue, and secondly 
Elizabeth Schoonmaker. Only two of his children matured: Abraham by the first 
Pete b. July 12, 1770, d. Nov. 28, 1848, married Sarah Cape and had six chil- 
DE James by the second marriage, b. Nov. 17, 1781, d. 1826, matried Cecilia 
: Peg and had eight children, Abraham’ Van Campen, Sr., had made no mention 

' the homestead in his will of 1766, but by deed of Nov. 26, 1766 he conveyed it to 
h, » Abraham, Jr, who in his will of Feb. 23, 1808 bequeathed the home in which 
Metin to his son James, It was at the home of James Van Campen that a town 
Theat was held March 14, 1825 to establish the civil organization of Pahaquarry 


p 
amit, Bist half of the nineteenth century the place passed into the Ribble 
R, Rib, em Ribble, then to his son George, then to the latter’s son William 
original ¢ he latter’s widow, Cecilia Van Campen Ribble, a descendant of the 
Action Jule Py died in May 1932 leaving no children, and the house was sold at 
Y 9, 1932 to the present owner, Mrs. Julia Orthwein of New York City, 


347 


HOUSES IN SUSSEX AND WARREN COUNTIES 


The house is built of red sandstone, until recently covered by the usual lime 
and sand wash. Since it was purchased in 1932, it has been covered with a heavy 
concrete mixture and the roof newly shingled with short red shingles; the photo- 
graph shows it in its present condition, Modern gable and porch prevent its unusual 
length from being satisfactorily emphasized in a photograph, The low ceilings and 
the small size of the windows are both characteristic of the early period. The slave 
quarters were in the south basement. 

Van Campen Brook, on which stood the family mills, has been renamed Mil- 
brook Brook, and meanders southward from the present sleepy hamlet of Milbrook 
along the Old Mine Road until it empties in the Delaware River. The house stands 
near the south bank of the brook, on the east side of the Old Mine Road. It is in 
Pahaquarry Township, in a hamlet called Calno, two miles south of Milbrook and 
five miles north of Shawnee. 


House of Isaac Van Campen 
Old Mine Road, Shapanack, Walpack Township 
PLATE 170 


Isaac Van Campen was a leader of the community as had been his uncle Abra- 
ham. It is interesting to compare their two houses, built within twenty-five years of 
each other in similar and nearby regions. Such a comparison clearly shows the 
progress in ideas for the housing of wealthy and prominent men, 

John’ Van Campen, bap. April 30, 1693 at Kingston, was an elder brother of 
Col. Abraham Van Campen of Pahaquarry (plate 169). John’ Van Campen, Jr. 
of Marbletown married at Kingston Sept. 22, 1711 Madalena Van Garden of 
Rochester, and settled along the Delaware River near Milford, Pa. One of theit 
sons was Isaac’ Van Campen, bap. July 30, 1721 at Kingston, d. late in 1803 he was 
living at Smithfield, one of the lower Minisink settlements on the Pennsylvania 
side of the River, at the time of his marriage in the Minisink Church on Oct. 20, $74! 
to Madalena Rosenkrans of Walpack, who was still living in 1772; he married his 
second wife Sarah —— by 1781, 

. On July 3}, 1750 Isaac Van Campen bought a tract on the Jersey side of the 

elaware River at Walpack from Joseph Stout of Hopewell, who may have ptr- 
chased it from Joseph Kirkbride, who in 1718 had located here a 500 acre tract, em- 
bracing the Shapanack Flats seven miles above the mouth of Flat Brook. Count Zin- 
a travelled over the Old Mine Road in 1742 and wrote of coming to Samuel 
hs going to church at Walpack; he did not mention any house on the future 
bt _ tract so it was probably not built at this time, Neither did the Rev. Henty 
. enberg make any mention of a house here in his scanty diary, in which he 
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recorded traversing this region on Aug, 10, 1750, It is probable that Isaac Van Cam- 
pen built here this summer after purchasing the tract. In 1752 he was drawn for the 
Grand Jury in Northampton Co., Pa., but did not appear, probably because he had 
settled recently in Walpack. We know he had removed here by the time of the 
French and Indian War of 1755-58, as his place was one of the headquarters of the 
army during this war. A series of forts was built along the Delaware River at this 
time, one on the hill above his house, another near his uncle’s home to the south in 
Pahaquarry, and a third near the Westbrook house to the north in Minisink village. 
On the map of the Delaware River survey of 1769 by Dennis are shown two houses 
here, owned by “Isaac Van Comps” and “Rosigrants.” 

Early in the Revolution all of eastern New Jersey fell into the hands of the 
British, and Gen, Gates, marching from Ticonderoga to reinforce Washington, had 
to make a wide detour from Kingston down the Old Mine Road, He arrived at Isaac 
Van Camp’s in Walpack in a snow storm on Dec. 10, 1776 and wrote from here to 
Washington, heading his letter “Dec, 12, 1776 Van Kemp’s, 15 miles from Sussex 
Courthouse.” He joined Washington in time for the victory at Trenton on Christ- 
mas Day. Isaac Van Campen was a member of the Continental Congress. John 
Adams, while attending Congress in Philadelphia went down the Old Mine Road 
as late as 1800, as the best route from Boston! He was accustomed to lodge at 
Squire Van Campen’s in the Jersey Minisinks. 

Isaac Van Campen had many children, of whom only three are said to have 
matured: Abraham, Jr., Isaac, Jr., and Catharine Rosenkrans, On June 15, 1799 
Isaac Van Campen of Walpack deeded to his son Abraham Van Campen, Jr, 141 
actes on the Delaware River, part of the land he had bought July 31, 1750 of 
Joseph Stout of Hopewell. Isaac had owned about 700 acres in all. The son Abra- 
ham’ Van Campen married Coriany or Rosanny Rosenkrans and had two daugh- 
ters, Lena, b. 1789, and Margaret, b. }792, He became involved financially and sold 
the homestead to the De Witts about 1812, removing to the adjoining place, formerly 
Col, Rosencranz’, 

Henry De Witt of Rochester bought the property for his son John H. De Witt, 
who died in 1827. He had the last slave in Sussex County when slavery was abol- 
ished in the state. The property has changed hands many times during the nine- 
teenth century. It is now owned by B, F. Tuthill and leased to Tex Howard as the 
Diamond T, Ranch, 

The house is sixty feet long and two stories high. The front is of dressed lime- 
stone and the rear of very irregular cut stone. There is an ornamental cornice and a 
Steep gable roof, The lines of a lower two story wing can still be seen in the stucco 
of the north end} it was torn down many years ago. This was formerly the slave 
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quarters, The house stands on the east side of the Old Mine Road, opposite a small 
island in the Delaware River, directly over the mountains from Walpack Center, 
and five miles south of Dingman’s Ferry. This locality is called Shapanack, Nearby 
are the sites of the fort and the Shapanack Church. 


House of Johannes Westbrook 
Old Mine Road, Minisink, Sandyston Township 
PLATE 171 


The children of the present owners are the eighth generation resident on this 
farm, which has never been out of the family. Their ancestor Johannes Westbroeck, 
Sr., was born in Albany and living in Kingston when he married May 12, 1687 
Magdalena Decker of Kingston. He was one of the original settlers of the upper 
Minisink region, owning a farm there and voting there in $701. In his will he called 
himself a resident of Knightfield (in Wawarsing Township), Ulster County. He 
died in 1727, survived by wife, four sons and two daughters. Three of his sons settled 
in the Minisink region along the Delaware River in New Jersey: Anthony lived 
above Milville in Montague Township until he bought the Minisink Island tract, 
Johannes, Jr. settled in Minisink village south of the stream, and a third son Cor- 
nelius built a house (now remodelled) still further south about opposite Hainesville 
in Sandyston Township. In 1739 Johannes, Johannes, Jr. and Anthony Westbrook 
were all taxed at Minisink for building a gaol at Goshen in Orange County (the 
Minisink region was claimed by New York; its inhabitants voting in Ulster County 
1701-09 and later in Orange County). . 

At an unknown date (about 1724) Anthony Westbrook bought 120 acres on 
Minisink Island and 120 acres opposite-on the Jersey mainland, from Kuykendall 
and Westfaal, as recited in Kuykendall’s sale of the remaining land in December 
1731: “Whereas Thomas Stevenson (one of the Proprietors), late of the County of 
Bucks, Province of Pennsylvania, gentleman, did grant to Jacob Kuykendall of 
Minisink, farmer, and Uriah Westfalya, late of the County of Hunterdon, yeoman, 
also deceased, a certain tract of 500 acres in the Province of New Jersey jointly and 
equally, whereas said land was taken up and surveyed within the Indian purchase of 
the Council of Proprietors, and whereas said Kuykendall and Westfalya did convey 
unto Anthony Westbrook 120 acres of lowland on Great Minisink Island and $20 
acres of upland opposite, and the remainder of the 500 acres was divided between 
said Kuykendall and Westfalya...” On April 7, 1725 Cornelius Low surveyed and 
platted the above 240 acre purchase, marking off three 5 acre house lots along the 
river bank, for Jan Cortreght, Johannes Westbrook, Jr. and Anthony Westbrook. 
It is probable that Anthony had represented the two others in his purchase of the 


55° 


HOUSES IN SUSSEX AND WARREN COUNTIES 


which in 1725 was bounded on the north by the land owned jointly by Uriah 
and Jacob Van Kuykendall and on the south by the land of Matthewes 
Van Kuykendall. The settlement was formed opposite the lower end of Minisink 
Island on the site of an Indian village. Three houses, one marked Westbrook, are 
shown hete in the 769 survey of the Delaware River. 
Johannes Westbrook, Jr. settled here in Minisink village, south of the stream 
which separates the present Sandyston and Montague Townships; he is believed 
to have built the present house, which is still owned and occupied by his descendants. 
In 1731 he sold part of his land for a cemetery and a schoolhouse, William Ennes, 
who lived to the southward (plate 167), undoubtedly taught here. Johannes West- 
brook, Jr. was born in Kingston, bap. there Jan, 9, 1698, and married there Dec. J9, 
{715 Antjen Roosa of Hurley, who was still living in 1756, Their six children were 
baptized at Kingston and Rochester between 1716 and 1728: Lena, b. at Hurley, 
living at Minisink, m. 1738 Johannes Westbrook, Jr., son of Anthony and therefore 
her first cousin, Maria, Heyltjen (died young), Benjamin, Heyltjen and Cornelius. 
Another son, Abraham, has also been attributed to them but he may have been a 
grandson. This Abraham Westbrook married Maria Helm about 1751 and had three 
children, Michel, Martynus and Johanna, bap. from 1752 to 1755. He was killed 
shortly afterward in the War of 1755-58, His infant son Martynus Westbrook, bap. 
March 24, 1754, grew up to become a captain and lived on the farm given him by his 
father, He married Margaret Lowe and had a son and a daughter. The only son was 
Abraham Westbrook, b. Nov. 15, 1775, bap. Aug. 24, 1777, d. Aug. 7, 1811; he mar- 
tied Ann, daughter of Reuben Buckley, b. Oct. 14, 1778. Among their seven children 
were Eliza Westbrook, b. Aug. 29, 1806, who was living in the old homestead in 
1881, and Reuben Buckley Westbrook, b, March 26, 1805. The latter was the father 
ee on who married Benton Bell. The present owner is their 
Urson Bell, 
: bait house was undoubtedly built shortly after the village of Minisink was 
od. ¥ = eg It is a very low house of rough gray stone, repointed on the east 
betes “eg and steep gable roof is now covered with tin tiling. The farm is 
ni oh -s Old Mine Road and the Delaware River, opposite the south end of 
farm lane ae and south of a stream. A willow tree guards the entrance to the 
underpoin earby is the site of Fort Minisink, a similar stone building, which is 
& testoration, 


tract, 
Westphall 
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PLATE 143 


House of Albert Berdan 
Berdan Avenue, Upper Preakness 


Albert Berdan settled here some time after 1727, at first making his home in a log cabin and later (before 
the Revolution) building a permanent dwelling, which is the wing of the present house. The first floor 
of the main house was not built until 1792 by his son Jacob and the second floor added later by the 
latter’s son Albert Berdan. The house is still owned by the family, although it has not been occupied by 
them in recent years. Both units are built of stone, covered with plaster. The roof of the wing has no 
overhang in front and extends in a long slope over a lean-to at the rear. Although there was an occa- 


sional two story mansion built by the Dutch prior to the Revolution, it was not until after the war 
that two story farmhouses were erected. 
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PLATE 144 


House of Dirck Dey 
Totowa Road, Lower Preakness 


It is believed that this house was erected about 1740 by Dirck Dey, whose son Theunis was Washington’s 
host here. It is almost the only two story house in the country built by the Dutch prior to the Revolu- 
tion except in the Raritan River section. The superior workmanship is attributed to the builder’s being 
a carpenter (that is, a builder) by trade. The house is Georgian rather than Dutch in style. The Dutch 
influence is mainly seen in the combination of materials: it is built of huge oaken timbers pegged with 
wooden pins and of rough sandstone blocks, the front and eaves are faced with brick, and the jointing 
of corners, windows and doors is made with carefully cut and finished sandstone, while the cornice is of 
wood. The steep gambrel roof is an adaptation of the Dutch roof without the overhang. The shallow 
arches over the windows on the side wall are unusual in this region. The dormers are later additions. 
There was formerly a detached stone kitchen a few yards to the east. 
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PLATE 145 


Lawrence House 
formerly on Watchung Avenue, Brookdale 


This house stood on the homestead tract of Alexander Cockefair and was probably built by or for his 
son-in-law John Lawrence about the middle of the eighteenth century. The absence of overhanging 
eaves in both front and rear is more characteristic of the Staten Island houses but the rough stonework 
and the moderate slope of the roof are typical of the northern New Jersey Dutch houses. The dormers 
are later additions. Notice the old well sweep near the front door. The Dutch houses were generally 
built facing the south to obtain the maximum sunlight regardless of the position of the road. This is a 
good example of such a custom as the road runs past the back corner of the house. 
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PLATE 146 


House of Edo Merselis 
Paterson and Hamburgh Turnpike, Upper Preakness 


This house was built a few years before the Revolution by Edo Merselis and has remained the home 
of his descendants ever since, although sold by them about 1920. The stonework of the house has been 
covered with plaster except in the rear where a coat of whitewash does not conceal the rough character 
of the stones. The front of the house has been changed by the addition of roof supports and of dormers. 
A broad gable roof of this type was occasionally used over a deep house although the gambrel roof was 


more common. 
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PLATE 147 


House of Johannes Ryerson 
367 Goffe Road, Hawthorne 


Johannes Ryerson was living on this tract by 1744 and may have settled here as early as 1721. As it is 
claimed that the house (presumably the wing only) was erected in 1750, it is probable that Johannes 
Ryerson’s first home here was a temporary structure, which was followed by a permanent home (the 
present wing) after his father had bequeathed him the property. The main house was probably built by 
his son or grandson shortly after the Revolution, and later passed by marriage into the Ackerman family. 
The rear view of the house is reproduced to show the slaty rubble with which the back walls were built 
and the smallness and sparsity of the windows even at this late period. The front wall of the wing is of 
roughly cut stone and that of the main house is of dressed stone. The gable roof extends to form an 
overhang over the south fronts of both units. An unusual feature is the string course of carefully cut and 
finished sandstone at the floor level of the main story of the house and also the rare type of fanlight. 
The double Dutch doors and solid shutters have typical panelling. 
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PLATE 148 


Schuyler—Colfax House 
Paterson and Hamburgh Turnpike, Pompton 


This house stands on a tract bought from the Indians in 1695 by Arent Schuyler, and it is still occupied 
by his descendants, having passed by marriage into the Colfax family. The main house is typical of the 
post-revolutionary period and was erected probably by William Colfax, Captain of Washington’s Life 
Guards, shortly after his marriage to Hester Schuyler in 1783. The pre-revolutionary wing consists of 
two separate units, the earliest of which was erected in 1702 by Arent Schuyler or about 1712 by his son 
Philip; the second and similar unit was added some years later by Philip or possibly by his son Casparus 
Schuyler. All three units of the house are built of rough fieldstone and their front walls faced with 
brick. The low ceilings, steep gable roof and absence of overhang in the wing are typical of the earliest 
houses. The shallow brick archheads of the doors and windows of the wing are unusual in this vicinity 
and can be compared with those in Hunterdon County. The sloping dormers are later additions which 
blend with the roofline. 


558 

















PLATE 149 


Stynmets—Sip House 
714 River Road, Passaic 


This house stands on a tract conveyed by the patentee in 1699 to his son-in-law Christophel Stynmets, 
who had settled here a few years previously. It was sold between 1750 and 1762 to Arie Sip whose 
descendants owned it until about 1900. The home of Christophel Stynmets is the small unit at the rear 
of the house, with one door, one window, and chimney. Like all the earliest houses, it faces south. Its 
very thick stone walls are faced with clapboarding on the outside and roughly plastered in the interior. 
The next unit, built by Halmagh Sip, was added at right angles and faces the river and the road. Its 
dressed stone front and trapezoidal stone lintels are typical of certain houses built a short time before 
the Revolution. The largest section of the house was probably built a few years after the war. The 
stonework in the side wall of this unit is as carefully cut and finished as in the front wall. The gradual 
increase in length, depth and height of the units is typical of Dutch houses and of the periods represented. 
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PLATE 150 


Van Dien House 
Fairfield Road, Mountain View 


This house was built in 1706 on a tract which is believed to have been purchased in 1704 by a Van Dien, 
and it remained in this family until the third quarter of the nineteenth century. It is typical of many of 
the small houses of this early period. The roughly cut, many colored stones with which it is built vary 
in texture and hue from the reddish sandstones of the houses in the counties further east. 
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PLATE 151 


Van Giesen—Vreeland House 
Chestnut Street, Nutley 


It is believed that this house was built 1700-02 by Abraham Van Giesen and confiscated from his Tory 
grandson Abraham during the Revolution. It was purchased by John M. Vreeland in 1783 and owned by 
his descendants until about 1915. The photograph was taken after its successful restoration. The stones 
are more carefully cut and finished than in most houses in the frontier settlements of this early period. 
The steep slope of the roof is characteristic. 
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PLATE 152 


House of Gerrebrant Van Houten 
Totowa Avenue, Paterson 


Gerrebrant Van Houten is believed to have built the small unit of this house on his father’s tract at 
some period after his marriage in 1741. He may also have erected the main house, but this was more 
probably built shortly after the Revolution by his son Dirck. Even the wing is not pre-revolutionary in 
feeling, but this may be due to the refacing of the walls, the modern windows and tin roof. 
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PLATE 153 


Van Ness House 
by the Passaic River, near Fairfield 


This house may have been built by Simon Van Ness, who settled in this vicinity between 1701 and 1710, 
or by his son Isaac Van Ness, who remained on the homestead tract. It was owned by the family until 
the early years of the twentieth century. Notice that some of the stones have been cut in almost square 
dimensions. The second half story of frame belongs to the early nineteenth century. 
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PLATE 154 


Van Wagening House 
formerly on River Drive, Passaic 


This property was acquired conditionally by Hermanus Gerritse (Van Wagening) from his father-in- 
law before 1693. It passed to his son Gerrit Hermanisse Van Wagening who specifically mentioned the 
building in his will of 1769. The small unit of the house has the typical early arrangement of two 
adjoining main rooms each with its separate outside door: possibly it was the home of Hermanus 
Gerritse or it may have been built by the son Gerrit after his marriage in 1713. The main house was 
undoubtedly erected about the middle of the century by Gerrit. A building of such great depth was 
seldom covered by a gable roof. The overhanging eaves in both front and rear are typical of nearby 
Bergen County. In general there was at least one window in the side wall of such a large house. 
An interesting feature is the small Dutch stoop, with its railings and benches. 
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PLATE 155 


House of John Van Winkle 
868 Goffe Road, Hawthorne 


John S. Van Winkle was living in the original unit of this house in 1774 and had erected it at some 
date following the purchase of the tract by his father in 1743. The date 1761 has been ascribed to the 
old unit, now the wing. The steep slope of the roof is more typical of an earlier period. This is one of 
the few examples in which the gable end is built entirely of stone. The varying sizes and finish of the 
stonework on this end wall add considerable life to the building. The deep jamb of the doorway is not 
panelled in this instance. The main house was erected in 1811 by the grandson, Judge John S. Van 
Winkle. Built along pre-revolutionary lines, it is nevertheless typical of this late period in its smoothly 
cut and finished stonework and in the panelling and carving of the woodwork. The house was not 
occupied by the family after the murder here in 1850 of the Judge and his wife, but it continued in the 
ownership of his descendants until about 1901. 
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PLATE 156 


Unidentified House 
534 East Passaic Avenue, Bloomfield Township 


The history of this house is unknown. It was probably built in the second quarter of the eighteenth 


century. Like many of the Essex County houses it differs from those in Bergen County in the absence 
of overhanging eaves. 
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PLATE 157 


Fitts House 
Stanton 


This house was erected in 1741, but the name of the builder and early owners are unknown. The rough 
stonework is carried up to the roofline even on the gable end. The shallow stone arches over the door 
and some of the windows are typical of the pre-revolutionary houses still standing in this county. The 
long, narrow windows are interesting; they are three panes in breadth rather than the usual four. 
Markings on the end wall indicate that there was once a low wing. The lower slope of the gambrel roof 
is shorter than usual; it has a slight curve and extends to form a shallow overhang. The continuation of 
the shingling over the roof edge gives an odd appearance to the house. 
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PLATE 158 


Howsel—Wagoner House 
Stanton 


The old stone barn, dated 1741, and the house may have been erected at the same time. The property was 
owned during the Revolution by William Howzel, a member of a German family which had settled in 
this vicinity before 1735. The different atmosphere which pervades the house may be due to the racial 
origin of the builder. The stone structure is the original unit. Its length is less than average, the main 
floor consisting of a large room at the rear from which opens a small room at the front, and a wide hall- 
way running the depth of the house along the east end. Due to its erection on a hillside the basement is a 
full story in height at the rear; it contains the kitchen and various larder and storage rooms. The 
shallow brick arches over the windows add contrast to the irregular stonework and wood trim. The 
architectural doorway and high-backed benches are modern but blend well as there was originally some 
form of stoop with benches. The wing on the east end was probably added before the Revolution; its 
ceilings are lower and its windows smaller than in the main house. The present clapboarding replaces a 
covering of long, red shingles which were secured by hand-made nails. 
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PLATE 159 


Reynolds—Van Syckel House 
Van Sickle’s, near Clinton 





This building was erected in 1763 and conducted as a tavern by David Reynolds, who was later hanged 
for counterfeiting. About 1800 it was acquired by Aaron Van Syckel and was run as a tavern by the 
family until after 1855. It is still owned by his descendants. All walls of the two and a half-story building 
are of irregular stonework. Notice the very large size of some of the stones, especially at the corners. 
The shallow brick arches over the door and windows of the first story are varied by the use of flat 
brick lintels over the second story and attic windows. The narrow lower sash is unusual in such long 
windows. The frame addition belongs to a later period. 
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PLATE 160 


House of Martin Ryerson, later Quick’s 
near Three Bridges, Readington Township 


The original unit is the central section, erected by Martin Ryerson probably about 1738. It is of 
fieldstone, the south front faced with brick. The gambrel roof has a curving lower slope and overhang 
reminiscent of the houses of Bergen County, the early home of the builder. The arch-shaped wooden 
lintels framed in a row of brick are an unusual feature. The old twelve-paned window sashes remain in 
the north front. The garret was open attic until twenty years ago when it was improved and dormers 
added. The two frame wings were built at different times by the Quick family after their purchase of 
the house about 1790. 
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PLATE 161 


House of Thomas Dey 
Two Bridges, Pequannock Township 


This house was built in 1779 by Thomas Dey on his father’s homestead tract. It passed by marriage into 
the Post family and was owned by descendants of the builder until about 1917. The very carefully cut 
and finished stones in the front wall of both units in contrast with the irregular stonework of sides and 
rear wall are typical of this period, as is the use of stone lintels. The addition of gable dormers, porch, 
and wide cornices and gutters detract considerably from the original appearance of the house. 
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~ PLATE 162 


Dodd House 
near Chapel Hill Road, Lincoln Park 


The multi-colored rock of Morris County is different from the reddish sandstone of Bergen County, 
and was generally cut in larger blocks, thus giving the houses a different effect. This was the home of 
John Dodd or Dods at the time of the Revolution. He or his father probably erected the wing early in 
the eighteenth century. The steep pitched roof extends in front in a straight slope to form a deep 
overhang. The main house belongs to the Revolutionary period; its floor level is several steps higher 
than the wing. Porch and a cheap row of dormers now alter its appearance. 
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PLATE 163 


House of Henry Doremus 
Road to Boonton, near Towaco 


This house was built in the third quarter of the eighteenth century by Henry Doremus, who sold it 
after the Revolution to his brother Thomas. They were Washington’s hosts here. It is typical of the 


unpretentious houses of this county. There is no hallway since outside doors open directly into each 
of the two main rooms. 
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PLATE 164 


Farmhouse, at one time Demarest’s 
Changebridge Road, Lower Montville 


Construction shows that this house was erected about 1720-30. It is built of roughly cut stone and is 
covered by a steep, gable roof with a slight overhang on the south front. The door and hallway are not 
in the center of the house as the room on the west (left) end is smaller than average. The old windows 
with narrow lower sashes, the very small windows in the rear, enclosed stairway and simple mantel shelf 
are details characteristic of the early period. The unknown builder may have been a relation of 
Humphrey Davenport, who purchased a large tract here in 1714. The first known owner of the house 
was Lawrence Demarest about the end of the eighteenth century. Unlike most of the old houses which 
were family homesteads, this was a farmhouse which changed hands continuously. 
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PLATE 165 


House of Johannes Parlaman 
Lower Montville 


The tract on which the house stands was acquired by the family in 1737. Various units of the house 
were built by different members of the family and it is still owned, although not occupied, by 
descendants. It can be easily discerned that the main house was built at two separate times; the west 
half of irregular stonework without lintels and the east half of carefully cut and laid stonework with 
trapezoidal stone lintels were built respectively about 1750-55 and about the time of the Revolution 
by Johannes Parlaman. His grandson James Doremus raised the roof and added the half story of frame 
and also built the older half of the frame wing in the second quarter of the nineteenth century. The 
various units of the two centuries are plainly differentiated but blend into a harmonious whole. 


575 








PLATE 166 


Van Duyn—Jacobus House 
Changebridge Road, Montville 


The early history of this house is unknown, but tradition states that it was first owned by a Van Duyn. 
The house was built in two units, the division line shown by the middle chimney. The south two-thirds 
is the original section and was probably erected at some period before the Revolution. The house is a 
variation of the early type farmhouse which was generally erected in two equal sized units or all at 
one time. The gable roof extends in front to form an overhang and in the rear is continued in a long 
curving slope until near the ground. 
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PLATE 167 


House of William Ennes 
Old Mine Road, Sandyston Township 


This tract was sold in 1753 by Richard Gardner to William Ennes, who had come to this vicinity from 
Marbletown some years before. As the house was built in 1752, it was erected by some unknown 
tenant of Richard Gardner’s, the absentee owner, or possibly by William Ennes, who may have pur- 
chased the land under a several years’ contract. Ennes was the early schoolmaster of the Minisink 
region. On his father’s side he was of Scotch descent but both his mother and wife were Dutch. This 
difference in racial strain may account for the unusual character of the building. It is a small, almost 
square house built of long, narrow, roughly cut stones and covered by a very high and steep gable 
roof. The top of the window openings is in the form of a shallow arch surmounted by a row of narrow 
stones set on end; it varies from the West Jersey type since these stones were chosen so that their 
tops would form a straight line instead of a shallow curve. The small window openings are unusual, 
being of greater breadth than height. The northern (right) window supersedes the original door, the 
lower half of which has been blocked up. 
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PLATE 168 


Tietsoort (Titsworth) House 
Road to Port Jervis, north of Sussex 


This house is believed to have been built about 1710. It was probably erected by Stephanus W. Tiet- 
soort, who lived in this vicinity, and whose son William is the first known owner. It remained in the 
family until about 1902. It is typical of a frontier house of this early period. Built of very irregular 
stone rubble, it is covered by a steep gable roof which extends in a long, straight slope to form an 
overhang beyond the front wall. As it is on a hill, a low basement story is exposed on the south front. 
The early plan was followed, the main floor consisting of two adjoining rooms each with its outside 
door. Notice the sparsity and small size of the windows, for better protection against the Indians. The 
east wall of the interior is panelled. 
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PLATE 169 
House of Abraham Van Campen 
Old Mine Road, Pahaquarry Township 


This house was built in the wilderness about 1725 by Abraham Van Campen, who became a large land- 
owner and the most prominent man in this region along the Delaware River. A pioneer house, it yet 
reflects the station of the builder in its great length. It is built of red sandstone, covered until recently 
with a lime and sand wash now replaced by a heavy concrete mixture. Notice the very small windows 
used in the early frontier houses for better protection against the Indians. The porch and dormers 
are later alterations. The house was the home of the Van Campen family for a century and then of the 
Ribble family for another hundred years. 
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PLATE 170 


House of Isaac Van Campen 
Old Mine Road, Walpack Township 


This house was built by Isaac Van Campen shortly after he purchased the tract in 1750. Isaac was a 
member of the Continental Congress, and John Adams was accustomed to spend the night with him on 
his way from Boston to attend Congress at Philadelphia. How completely different are the houses of 
Isaac and his uncle Abraham Van Campen (plate 169)! Both were prominent men and the houses were 
erected only twenty-five years apart, but the uncle’s house was built when the region was an absolute 
wilderness and the nephew’s not until this road was an accepted route of travel between the eastern 
and middle states. Isaac’s is a large two story mansion. The front wall is of roughly finished lime- 
stone and the rear of very irregular stone. It is surmounted by an ornamental cornice and by a steep 
gable roof reminiscent of the earlier houses. The shallow arches over the first story windows are 
typical of West Jersey. There was formerly a low two story wing on the north end, which was the 
slave quarters. 
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PLATE 171 


House of Johannes Westbrook 
Old Mine Road, Minisink 


This house was built by Johannes Westbrook shortly after the village of Minisink was plotted in 
1725. It has passed by marriage into the Bell family and is still the home of the builder’s descendants. 
The outstanding feature of the house is its close-to-the-ground feeling. It is built of roughly finished 
limestone and has a steep gable roof. The roof now extends beyond the gable end and is covered with 
a modern composition but its long slope has never been broken by the addition of dormers. The modern 
one-paned sashes give the house a vacant expression. Notice the small size of the window openings 
and the lowness of the ceilings. 
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Types of sources will be enumerated below, rather than attempt a complete 
list of authorities, which would run into a considerable number of pages. 


Family Bible Records 


Asterisks throughout the volume denote records taken from family Bibles. The 
author was fortunate in obtaining access to an unusually large number of Bibles. 
The great majority of these are in the possession of owners of the houses dealt with 
in this volume, especially in the Rockland and Bergen County regions, and hence 
definitely record the dates of previous owners in these branches of the family. The 
great value of these original sources is unquestionable. 


Church Records 


All available records of the Dutch Reformed Churches were scanned, The 
majority of these have been published in the Somerset County Quarterly, by the 
New York Genealogical and Biographical Society and by The Holland Society of 
New York. Others are still in manuscript form. 


Cemeteries 
Church cemeteries and numerous family graveyards amplified the above 


records. Maps 


Of inestimable use were the series of maps drawn by or under the direction of 
Robert Erskine, Surveyor General 1778-79. They cover most of the territory treated 
in this volume, and minutely record the various roads, the houses in existence, and 
in some cases the names of their owners. The originals of these maps are in the 
possession of the New York Historical Society. 

The frequent change of the division line between Somerset and Middlesex 
Counties resulted in several eighteenth century surveys, which also marked the 
houses. The plan of Staten Island 1780-1783, in the Archives of the French Gov- 
ernment, and the 1769 survey of the Delaware River were of value for these regions. 

The collection of miscellaneous early maps at the New York Historical Society 
was consulted. 

The atlases of various dates in the mid-nineteenth century proved valuable. 


Contemporary Travels 


| Contemporary diaries and travel accounts were occasionally full enough to give 
information as to the existence of houses along the route and their owner's at that time. 
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Genealogical Works 


Countless family genealogies in book, article, and manuscript forms, were con- 
sulted, and excerpts culled where they seemed authoritative. The sketchy and 
obviously inaccurate accounts were not used. 

Of value were general works such as Bergen’s Early Settlers of Kings County, 
Beekman’s Early Dutch Settlers of Monmouth County, Nelson’s History of 
Paterson, and the various genealogical quarterlies. Historical society publications, 
county histories, etc., often contained important genealogical sections. 


Architectural Works 


This section of the country has not been adequately treated in architectural 
works, Among the articles in print on the so-called Dutch Colonial style, those on 
the Bergen County houses are the most valuable and have been listed in the intro- 
duction for that county. 

The few books on the houses of these regions are mainly of a general nature, 
Ditmas’ Historic Homes of Kings County being an exception. 


County Histories 


The county histories were written for the most part in the last quarter of the 
nineteenth century, while children or grandchildren of many of the early settlers 
were still alive. Hence they record a large amount of material not available elsewhere 
and contain a surprising amount of valuable information, both as to land records 
and families, 

Slightly different in form are books such as Gilman’s Story of the Ferry, which 
deals exhaustively with the region around Palisades, N. Y., its houses and families. 


For sources refer also to the county introductions, 
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GENEALOGICAL INDEX 


Achenbach 


Charity Ann Ackerman, 276; Hans Georg, 269; 
Mary Ann (see Terhune), 269; “Mrs.,” 269; 


Thomas, 269 
Acker, “Mrs.,” 401 
Ackerman, Akkerman, Acker Man 


Abraham, 269-272, 274, 275; Abram, 273, 275, 276; 
Adrian, 270; Adrian A., 272, 273; Aeltye Van Laer, 
270; Albert, 275; Annaetjen (see Zabriskie), 332; 
Antye, 275; Betje, 271; Charity Ann (see Achen- 
bach), 276; Charity Hopper, 276; Cobus (Jacobus), 
273, 274; Cornelia, 271; Cornelia (see Van Hou- 
ten), 319; Cornelia Durie, 291; Cornelis, 272; 
David, 269, 270, 272; David, Jr., 273; David A., 
272, 273, 274; David T., 272; Egbert, 332; Eliza- 
Elizabeth Ryerson, 510; Elizabeth 
Stagg, 317; Elizabeth Stegge, 272; Eva Sip, 513; 
Geesje Paulusse, 270; Gellyn, 270; George, 325; 
Gerrit, 269, 270, 272, 273, 275, 317; Gerrit A., 275, 
276; Gertrude Westervelt, 291, 327; Grietje, 300; 
Hannes, 271, 273; Henry L., 270; Jacobus (Cobus), 
273, 274; Jacobus A., 319; Jannetje Alberts Van 
Voorhis, 275; Johannes, 270, 272, 317, 513; Johannes 


beth, 332; 


(Hannes), 271; Johannes A., 272, 273; Johannes 
G., 317-318; John, 273, 510; John, Jr., 291, 327; 
John L., 270; Laurens, 270, 272; Laurens A., 270; 
Lauwrens A., 300; Lawrence A. (Lawrens), 270; 
Lysbet de Villiers, 270; Maria, 271; Maria (see 
Van Winkle), 525; Maria Weeckvelt, 271; Martha 
(see Kingsland), 506; Mary (see Berdan), 503; 
Mary Daniel Haring, 318; Nicholas, 270; Petrus, 
272; Polly (see Newkirk), 307; Rachel (see De 
Baan), 317; Sarah Louisa (see Bell), 291; Sophie 
Lozier, 270; Weentje, 275; William, 272 
Ackerson 
Charles D., 280; David P., 280; Henry E., Jr., 387; 
Pe ire i 280 
ams, Jo 385, 501, 549 
Adriance mi 
Adrianse 
Adrian, 65; Gerret, 65; Gozen, 144; Martin (see de 
poe 65, 67; Rem, 65; Sarah (see Vanderbeck), 


Aeltse 
Antje (see Garretson), 292; Rachel (see Van 
Horn), 317 
Aertsen, Jan, 227 
Al erman (see Ackerman) 
exander, James, 452, 473, 496 
Al en, Morton, 409 
lison, John, 179 
Alsop, John, 179 
ne 
ert, 276; Eliza (see Outwater), 276; Maria (see 
Hari , : —_—— 
Atterma’ 296; Sophia Bush, 276 


Isaac, 440; Jan, 90; Petrus, 69; Sarah (see Wyck- 


‘és eee ; 
pin traps Seen 
Anderson 


Anna, 60; Elizabeth (see Zabriskie), 332; George, 


Jr., 467; Jane (see Zabriski . : 
Wickle, 487 ( briskie), 332; Mettje Van 
Andreuvet, Androvet 7 
ene (see Cortelyou), 144; John,. 139; Peter, 
Andriesse, Fitje (see Van Giesen), 518 
Androvet (see Andreuvet) 
Angela, Charles, 295 
Antonides 
Deborah (see Van Vechten), 465; Peter, 230, 468 
Applegate 
Elizabeth West, 402; Jacob E., 402 
Arison, John, 446 
Arnold 
Ivan, 525; Thomas, 525; 
Arrowsmith 
Jane (see Christopher), 131; Joseph, 131 
Ashfield, Richard, 525 
Ashfordsby, Elinor (see Coxe), 531 
Atkinson 
Asher, 469; Mrs. W. D., 212 
Aukes, Anneken (see Pieterse), 140 
Auryansen, Maria (see Naugle), 305 
Axtell, Daniel, Major, 459 
Ayers, Peter, 473 
Aymir, James, 199 


Babcock, Robert, 400 

Badie, Mary Thomas (see Verdon) (see Bennet) 
(see Vanderbeek), 315 

Baerdan (see Berdan) 

Baker, Dr. Harry, 226 


Ballagh 
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De Groot), 179; Henry, 179; Jacob, 179; Jennie 
Outwater, 521; Joanna, 179; Johannes, Capt., 179; 
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Aert (see Simonsen), 147; Juriaen, 147; Tryntje 
Claes (see Simonsen), 147 

Blauvelt , 
Abraham, 183, 184, 185, 188, 189; Abraham G.., 185; 
Abraham Gerritsen (Gerrits), 181, 183, 193, 195, 
222; Abraham Thompson, 185; Aefie (see Smith), 
182; Altha, 182; Anatye, 182; Ann (see cata 
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cortetny 85 Jacques, 144; Teunis, 403; | Clg. pr, 439; Donald C, 151; Lydia (see 
Cae oe 543 Schenck), 409; Margaret Fisher, 439 
we > a ’ ? > i ’ ; ° e 
Sixtus yee Simon, 343) pg nae, ence te mn sere? tae Parlaman Bowlsby, 539; Benjamin, 539; 
Osine Gos 88 ; Joseph, 465; Margaret Van Vechten, 465 
» ~osyns, Couzine, Cozine, Cozyns Crawford 


Corneli 
elius, 123; Garret, 123; Garrit, 123; Grietje, F., 292; George, 411 
59! 
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Creed 
Augustine, 144; Mary, 144 

Cresson 
Pierre, 286; Rachel (see Durie) (see Demarest) 
(see Vanderlinde), 286 

Crocheron 
Abigail (see Simonsen), 158; Eleanor (see Lisk), 
139; Henry, 148; John, 146, 148; Nathan, 139; 
Sophia (see Mersereau), 146 

Croesen, Croosen (see Cruser) 

Crom | 
Dirck, 179; Florus Willemse, 176, 179; Tryntie 
(see Yorkse), 179; Willem Florus, 179 

Crooke 
Elizabeth, 68; Margaret (see Caton), 68; Philip 
S., Gen., 68; Robert, 68; Robert L., 68; Cropsey, 
A. G., 83; Crosby, Henry Barrett, 308 

Cruser, Croosen, Kruser, Krusen, Kroesen, Kroosen, 

Croesen, Kruse 

Abraham, 130, 136, 142, 432; Annetje, 142; Beletje 
(see De Groot), 155; Catharine Van Dyke, 432; 
Charity, 136; Clausia, 136, 155; Closha (Claasje, 
Clausia) Brinckerhof, 136; Cornelia (see Corsen), 
142; Cornelius, 142, 155, 432; Dirck, 142; Elsje (see 
Clasz), 142; Frederick, 432; Garret, 135, 136, 155; 
Garret, II, 136, 142; Garret Dircksen, 141, 142, 
154; Gerrit, 137; Gertrude Van Tuyl, 136; Helena 
(see Van Tuyl), 142; Hendrick, 136, 142, 154, 155; 
Henry, 136, 142; John, 136, 142; Klaes, 137; Lena, 
136; Maria (see Tysen), 136, 152; Marretje (see 
Bergen), 142; Morris Hatfield, 143; Neeltie Jans 
(see Staats), 141; Neeltje (see Van Tuyl) (see 
Rolph), 142 

Cubberly 
Adria (Addra), 122, 136; Anne, 121; Isaac, 121; 
Isaac, II, 122, 135; James, 122; Joseph, 136; Mary 
(see Mersereau), 146; Stephen, 122; Thomas, 146 

Cumins (Commons), George, 143, 144 

Curtis, F. M., 288 

Cushman, Marian, 386, 429 

Cuvert, Covert 
Abraham D., 59; Catharine, 59; Cornelia, 59; 
Emma, 59; Francis M., 59; Helena, 59; Johannis 
(John), 59, 73, 87, 88; Mary, 59; Michael S., 59; 
Rebecca (see Ballagh), 59; Sarah, 59; William, 59 

Cuyper (see Cooper) 


Dalley, John, 394, 431, 473 

Damen, Maritie (see Van Ness), 521 

Danielsen, David, 508 

Dans 
Anna (see Schenck), 70; Hezekiah, 70 

Darcy, Patrick, 540 

Dater 
Adam, 510; Martha (see Ryerson), 510 
Davenport 

Elizabeth Hyler, 536; Humphrey, 498, 536, 539; 
Humphrey, Jr., 536; John, 536, 537; Rachel (see 
Hyler), 536, 539; Rachel (see Hyler), 539 

Davis 
Elizabeth Van Vechten, 465; George, 465 

Deats, Hiram, 497 

Deare, Jonathan, 397 

De Baan, De Baun 
Elizabeth Van Orden (see Blauvelt), 187; Hous- 
man, 300; John, 187; John, 317; Josephine Grif- 
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fith Wiser, 300; Rachel Ackerman, 317; Samuel, 
187 

De Boer ; 
Martin (see Adriance), 65 


de Bonrepos 


David, 150; Martha (see Stillwell), 150 

De Boog 
Annatje (see Vanderbeek), 316; Barent, 316; Ra- 
chel Hoppe, 316 

Decker 
Cecilia (see Van Campen), 547; David, 132, 139; 
Jan, 544; Magdalena (see Westbrook), 550; Peter, 
543; Sarah, 139; Sarah (see Titsworth), 544, 545; 
Tietje Jans (see Van Campen), 546 

De Clark, De Klerck ; 
Annetje Van Houten, 191; Daniel, 190-192; Dan- 
iel, 228, 283, 293; Daniel W., 284; Eliza Haring, 
284; Grietje Cozyns (see Haring), 190; Jacobus, 
190, 191; Margrietje Theuniszen Haring, 293; 
Marie de Moll, 190; Marretje, 191; Mary (see 
Naugle), 305; Sarah Naugle, 283, 284; William, 

' 283; William (Billy), 284; William, 306 

Deering, Mrs. Frances X., 197 

Degroot, De Groot 
Beletje (see Cruser), 155; Belitje Van Schaick, 
328; Efie (see Westervelt), 327; Efie (see Wes- 
tervelt), 328; Elizabeth Pieterse (see Demarest), 
286; Gerret, 179; Hannah Edsall (see Benson), 
179; Johannes, 154, 155; John, 153; Leah (see 
Demarest), 286-287; William, 126; Lena (see Mer- 
selis), 508; Maritie (see Tibout), (see Terheun), 
309; Peter, 287; Pieter, 328 

De Hart, De Harte, De Haert, Dehart 
Abigail, 126; Abigail Jone, 125; Abram, 126; Bal- 
thasar (Balthazar), 125, 176, 179; Baltus, 125; Cath- 
arine, 126; Catharine (see Post), 126; Catharine 
(see Van Pelt), 125; Daniel, 125; Daniel, Jr., 125; 
Daniel, III, 126, 146; Edward, 126; Edward, Jr., 
126; Eleanor Van Tine, 126; Elizabeth, 125; Eliza- 
beth (see Mersereau), 146; Elizabeth Lipscomb, 
126; Henry, 126; Jacob, 126; John, 126; Magdalen, 
126; Margaret Stuyvesant, 125; Matthias, 125, 126; 
Matthys, 125; Samuel, 125, 126; Samuel, Jr., 126; 
Sarah, 125; William, 126 

De Klerck (see De Clark) 

De La Mater, Le Maitre 
Cornelia Everts, 521; Hester (see Van Ness) (see 
Speer), 521, 522; Isaac, 521; John, 498, 521 

De La Montagne, Rachel (see Van Emburgh), 274 

- og tees, Tryntje Gillis (see Van Derveer), 


Demarest, des Marest, Demaree, De Maree 
Aarie, 223; Abram, 288, 291; Altie Van Horn, 285; 
Beeletje (see Durie), 291; Beletie, 287; Beletje 
(see Romaine), 286; Belinda (see Westervelt), 
325; Benjamin, 285, 287; Benjamin (De Maree), 
286; Casparus (Jasper), 281, 287; Catharine (see 
Berdan), 503; Charity Haring, 288; Daniel, 285; 
David, 265, 284, 285, 286, 287, 289, 290; David, Jr. 
285-286, 290; David, Jr., 290; David, II, 285; David, 
III, 285; David A., 288; David D., 333; David J. 
288; Elizabeth (see Tallman), 223; Elizabeth 
Pieterse De Groot, 286; George C. (Joost), 281; 
Gerret, 287; J. J., 202; Jacobus, 285-288, 293; James, 
220; James Brinkerhoff, 281; James I., 278; Jasper 
(Casparus), 281, 287; Jean, Sr., 282; Jean, 284, 286, 
327; Jean, Jr., 282; Jean, II, 285; Johannes, 288; 
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hannes (John), 287; John, 325; John (Johannes), 
Jor John, Rev., 503; Joost (George C.), 281; youke 
295; Lawrence, 536, 537, 538; Lea, 287; Lea (see 
Brouwer) (see Westervelt), 327; Leah De Groot, 
286-287 ; Margaret (see Banta), 277; Margaret (see 
Van Emburgh), 274; Margaret Haring, 295; Mar- 
aret Holdrum, 281; Margrietje, 288; Margrietje 
288 ; Margrietje Haring, 287, 293; 
Maria, 287; Maria (see Durie), 290; Maria (see 
Eli), 285; Maria (see. Haring) (see Demarest), 
296; Maria (see Oblenis), 202; Maria Smith, 285; 
Marie Dreuyn, 286; Marie Sohier, 284; Mary A., 
267; Mary Elizabeth Vreeland, 281; Peter, 285; 
Peter, Jr., 285; Philip, 202; Pieter, 287; Rachel, 
287; Rachel Banta, 278; Rachel Cresson, 286; 
Rachel Vorhase, 287; Rachel Zabriskie, 287, 288; 
Rebecca (see Westervelt), 327; Samuel, 285-286, 
287, 290; Sarah Brinkerhoff, 281; Saretta, 267. 


De Mayer, Nicholaes, 84 
De Mont, Jannetje (see Van Vechten), 465 
Denise, Nyssen 
Catharine (see Hendrickson), 404, 410; Elsye 
Teunise (see Snedeker), 216; Mary (see Schenck), 
408; Teunis, 404, 408; Tunis, 216 
Depew, De Pew, Depue, Depui, De Puis, Dupuis, 
Du Puy, Du Puw 
Abraham, 193, 195; Abraham C., 193; Annetje, 
194; Annetje (see Van Dalsen), 193; Annetje Ger- 
retse, 193; Annie Elsten, 192; Benjamin, 547; 
Brechje (Bridget) (see Smith), 195; Bregje, 194; 
Cornelis, 193; Elizabeth, 193; Elizabeth (see Blau- 
velt), 193, 195; Elizabeth (see Holdrum), 195; 
Elizabeth White, 193; Francois, 181, 192; Garret, 
193: Geertje Williams, 192; Isaac, 193, 194, 195; 
Johannes, 194; John, 547; Margrietje, 194; Maria 
(see Van Campen), 547; Maria Van Campen, 547; 
Marretje Wynkoop, 547; Marritje (Martha) (see 
Cooper), 195; Mary, 193; Moses, 547; Nicholas, 
176, 500; Peter, 192, 193, 195, 199; Peter, Jr., 193; 
Peter P., 194; Petrus, 193; Pieter, 194, 195; Rachel 
(see Blanch), 194; Samuel, 500, 548; Sarah (see 
Blauvelt), 181; Susanna (see Van Campen), 547; 
pa nouns: 194; Willem, 192 
De Rapalje (see Rapelyea) 
= tis John, 184 
De Ronde, Maria (see Tallman), 231 
De Ryck, Abraham, 198 
sg Charles, 386, 429 
De oie Nicasius, 81, 82 
eV aa (see Demarest) 
Cc . " 
Seen Ecker(son) (see Blauvelt), 181; Nich- 
me Wint 
n : 
Blauvelty 3) xe mer, a cages FS ar er 
an » 191; Jemima (see midt), 3; JO- 
De Witt atz; John, 190, 191 
enr ° 
e Wolf, po ohn H., 549; Katrena (see Lott) 63 
Cathari : 
Daw 2943 Maarine: 294; Charles, 294; John Har- 
ey, Dye’ &gie Cleveland, 294; Martin, 294 


Abi ai ° 

504, "599 = Dew 533; Ann, 504; Anneken Schouten, 

Jansen, 504; Gow 533; Dirck, 504, 505, 509; Dirck 
> Geertje Jans Langendyck, 504; Han- 


nah Pierson, 504-505: 
ter Schuyler, 504; Jaman ar schouten, 531; Hes- 
Varick), 504; Jane Doremus "333; de 
nis, 504; Jeanne (Jane) Blanch Jannetje Theu- 
533; Margaret, 504; Richard Ge ard, 504; John, 
(see Post) (see Hughes) es see Sarah 
Teunis, 531; Thenis 504: The, ‘ ah Toers, 533; 
509 ; Thomas, 533 ’ ; unis, Col., 504, 505, 

ee Diente Diederick 

rietje i ; 

Diehl, “ : oo Sip, 323; Hans, 306, 323, 513 
irckse, Antje (see Van Giesen), 518 

Dirkje, Martje (see Van Geant ie 

Dissossway, Dissosway, Disosway, Du Sauchoy, Du- 

sochay, Dusosway, Dusway 

Ann (see ee be 128; Ann (see Winant), 129; 
Ann M. (see Cole), 129; Annetje (see Beadel), 128: 
Catharine (see Van Brunt), 128; Catharine Corsell, 
128; Charity (see Prall), 128; Cornelius, 128; Cor- 
nelius, Jr., 128, 129; Daniel W., 129; Dinah (see 
Bries), 128; Elizabeth (see Barberie), 128; Eliza- 
beth Rossignol, 127; Gabriel, 128, 140; Geertruy 
Van Deventer, 128; Israel, 128, 129; Israel, i 
128, 129, 140; Israel R., 128, 129; Jane, 127; Jan- 
netie (see Boeg), 127; Jean, 127; Job, 128; Mag- 
dalene (see Hardewyn), 127; Marc, 127; Marcus, . 
127, 128, 129; Maria, 127; Mark, 127, 128; Mark, 
III, 128, 129; Mary, 128; Mary Baldwin, 128; Sarah, 
128; Sarah Denis, 128; Susanna, 127; Susanna Hen- 
dricks, 128; Susanna Totten, 129; Violetta (see 


Britton), 128 

Ditmars, Ditmas 
Henry, 440; John, 85; Maria Elizabeth (see Van 
Pelt), 85; Marytje (see Voorhees), 399; Mattie 
(see Hoagland) (see Van Doren), 461; Peter, 440; 


Phebe (see Van Derveer), 459 


Dobbs, William, 196 - 
Dockwra (Dochrea, Dockera), William, 437, 452, 466 
Dodd, Dod, Dods 
John, 534; Lea, 534; Polly — 534; Donaldson, 
Mrs. i. Montgomery, 
Dongan, Duncan 
Atngail (see Simonsen), 148; John, 130; Magda- 
lena (see Charlton), 130; Rachel (see Britt) 
130, 150; Thomas, 129, 130, 138, 149, 150, 293; Wal- 


ter, 130, 148, 150 
PXorahatn, 535; Albert, 289; Anna Berdan, ae 
Ann Parlaman, 539, 540; Antje Yong, ae lis 
jamin, 536; Cornelis, 289, 498; 595), onde, Elixa- 
(Cornelius), 535, 537; Cornelis, “26. George 
beth (see Van Alen), 312; Francis, wet ea 
989: George, Jr-, 289; Golyn, 535; T1e"39, 5403 
kie, 289; Henry, 312, 535, 536, 539; Jae ‘eagr 10- 
Jane (see Dey) 33; Jane B 
hannes, 536; Johann B,. 389; Joris, 2893 
538; John, II, 53 ‘argat t (see Van 


536; M e en)» 789 
Manet sae Fropper), 289; Maria thins 
Mar tier 2895 Rae Spi wd 53 Richard, 289; 
Pp nus 536 $ Fachel Spier, epee Sao: ae 
a arah ‘Margaret (see Huntoon), ref 

Thomas, 535; homas, Capt. er 
° 436, ; 

Doty, Deoaats, 455 456; Joseph, 456; Joshua, 

oshua, Jr+ 4 os 

Pa beet Maria (see Demarest); - 
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Du Bois . 
Abraham, 454; Elizabeth (see Goetschius), 298; 
Margaret (see Staats), 454 

Duffi 


e 
Alfred Napoleon, 156; Auguste, Count, 156; Mary 
Ann (see Pelton), 156 

Duncan (see Dongan) 

Dunch, Walter, 59 

Dunn 
David, 442; John R., 442; Matthew H., 442 

Dunham, Azariah, 473 

Dunster, Daniel D., 441 

Du Poins, Nicholas, 179 

Dupuis, Du Puw, Du Puy (see Depew) 

Durie, Du Rie, Durje, Durji, Duryea, Duryee 
Abraham, 87, 69; Angenitie Jansen Bogart, 290; 
Antie (see Schenck), 69; Beeletje Demarest, 291; 
Charles, 73; Charles, Capt., 72; Cornelia (see Ack- 
erman) (see Van Horn), 291; Cornelia (see 
Schenck), 72; David, 290, 291; Garret, 290; Gar- 
ret J., 290; Jan, 290; Jan, Jr., 328; Jannetje, 290; 
Jean, 285, 286, 291; John, 277, 289, 290; John, Jr., 
290; John, III, 290; John D., 291; John P., 290, 
291; Margaret, 290; Margrietje (see Banta), 277; 
Margrietje (Margrita), 332-333; Margrietje Van 
Horn, 291; Margrita (see Zabriskie), 229, Soe’ 
Margrite, 290; Maria Demarest, 290; Maria Post, 
290; Nicholas, 290; Peter, 290; Pieter, 290; Rachel 
Cresson Demarest, 286, 290; Richard, 538; Sarah 
(see Westervelt), 328; Wyntie Lydecker, 290 

Durje, Duryea, Duryee (see Durie) 

Du Sauchoy (see Dissossway) 

Dusenberry 
Catharine Hendrickson, 403; Henry, 403 

Dusochay, Dusosway, Dusway (see Dissossway) 

Dutcher 
Cornelius, 499; Harold, 205 

Duykinck, Richard, 446 

Dyckman 
Jan, 303; Rebecca Waldron Nagel, 303 

Dye (see Dey) 


Eckor, Captain, 295 
mare, hamasion (see Hallenbeck) (see Van Alen), 


Eaton, Margaret (see Berrien), 431 

Eckerson, Eckeson 
Christian D., 195; Cornelius, 293; David, 195; David 
D., 195; Elizabeth (see Haring), 295; Gertruyd (see 
Vanderbilt), 227; Hannah Maria (see Naugle), 304; 
Jan, 227; Margaret (see Banta), 277; Maria Har- 

at 293; Mary Haring, 295; Rachel Conkling, 195 


Elizabeth (see Berrien), 431; Jannetje Stryker 
Berrien, 431; Samuel, 306, 431 

Egans, Adelaide Sykes, 132 

Egbert 
Abigail (see Simonsen), 148; Stephen, 148 

Eith, William, 149 

— Elbert, Capt. (see Stoothoff), 66, 67, 75 


Abraham, 285; Maria Demarest, 285 

Emans, Emmons, Emons 
Abraham, 69; Anna (see Berrien), 433; Sara (see 
Schenck), 69; Sara (see Stynmets), 515 

Embury, Aymar, II, 267 

Emmons, Emons (see Emans) 
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Ennes 
Alexander, 542, 543; Benjamin, 542; Catharine (see 
Cortright), 543; Cornelia, 542; Cornelia Viervant 
542; Cornelius, 542; Daniel, 542; Elena Hornbeck, 
542; Elizabeth Quick, 542; Grietje Van Etten, 542. 
John, 542; Joseph, 542; Magdalena Van Etten, 542: 
Margriet (see Hornbeck), 542; William, 551; Wil. 
liam, 542, 543; William, Jr., 543; William, Sr., 542 

Eustace, Joseph, 212 

Evans, Helen (see Lefferts), 62 

Everts, Cornelia (see Le Maitre), 521 


Fall, Mary (see Smock), 393 

Fauconier, Peter, 229 

Feddans, Rensje (see Johannes), 60 

Ferdon, Verdon 
Jacob, 315; Jan, 305; Jean, 305; Lea (see Ryker), 
305; Lea Poulusse, 305 

Fessenden, C. E., 213 

Field 
Anthony, 389; Benjamin, 390; Benjamin M., 390; 
Dennis, 390; Dinah Vermeule, 390; Elizabeth 
Fisher, 439; Elizabeth Smock, 390; Hannah (see 
Staats), 445; Hannah Lane, 445; Hendrick, 445; 
Jeremiah, 390, 391; Jeremiah, Jr., 389; Jeremiah, 
Judge, 296, 389, 465; John, 389, 396, 439; John, II, 
389; John A., 390; John D., 390; Margaret, 389; Mar- 
garet (see Van Deventer), 389, 391, 396; Mary 
Kline, 390; Mary Van Vechten Teneicke, 389, 396, 
465; Michael, 389, 396; Phebe Brokaw, 443; Richard 
(Dirck), 390; Richard J., Capt., 390, 396; Richard 
R., 390, 396; Robert, 389; Sarah (see Pool), 389, 391 

Filips (see Phillips) 

Fisher, Visscher 
Abraham, 439; Catharine Brokaw, 439; Effie, 439; 
Elizabeth (see Field), 439; Elizabeth (Lybete or 
Libshe) Bries, 439; Elizabeth Smith, 439; Hendrick, 
Sr., 438; Hendrick, 437, 438, 439, 454; Hendrick, 
Jr., 439; Jeremiah, 439; John, 439; Margaret (see 
Craig), 439; Margaret McCrae, 439; Mary (see 
Fulkerson), 439; Minne, 439; Nellie (see Suydam), 
439; Volkert, 439 

Fitchett, James, 135 

Fitts, J. L., 526 

Flemer, William, 398 

Folkert, Fulkerse, Fulkerson 
Antie (see Lott), 63; Claes, 63; Jacob, 439; Mary 
Fisher, 439 

Fontine 
Charles, 393; Lea (see Smock), 393 

Foreest, Isaak, 64 

Fowler . . 
Everett, 187; Jane (see Tise) (see Newkirk), 307; 
John, 187 

Francisco 
Henry, 523; John, 231; Samuel, 229 

Franconier, Magdalene (see Valleau), 279 

Fransen, Thomas, 276 

Freeman 
Margaret Staats, 456, 457; Reuben H., 456, 457 

Frelinghuysen . 
Aen Yard, 447; Catherine, 447; Dinah Van Ber 
436; Elizabeth Van Vechten, 447; eer 447: 
460; Frederick, Gen., 447; Gertrude Schenck (77 
John, Gen., 447, 448, 454; John, Rev., 7: Sarah, 
Joseph, Senator, 436; Louisa Mercer, 44 96 
447; Theodorus, 447; Theodorus Jacobus, 
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Elizabeth (see Van Horn), 462 
Frenc igail (see Suydam), 395 
Fulkerson, Fulkerse (see Folkert) 
i kiel, Dr., 537 
Gaines, Eres : 
ichard, 542, 543 


ier, Mrs. &.. . , 
Garnier, arrison, Gerrits, Gerritse (see also Van 


Garretson, G : 
Wagoner), Gerritszen 
Aaron G., 312; Abram, 292; Antje Aeltse, 292; 


Bridget (see Van Houten), 319; Claesje (see Van 
Winkle), 525; Cornelis, 525; Cosyn, 293; Elizabeth, 
292; Frowtje, 292; Garret, 292; Garret (Gerretje), 
292; Geertje Ryerse, 292; Gerretje (Garret), 292; 
Gerrit, 291-292, 523, 525; Gerrit, II, 292; Gerrit 
Gerritse, 523; Harmanus, 136; Helena, 292; Hessel, 
292; Jannetje (see Stynmets), 514; Johannes (John 
P.), 292; John, ITI, 395; John, Sr., 395; John Henry, 
Jr., 395, 396; Lambert, 121; Lea, 292; Mary (see 
Britton), 121; Mary Romaine, 292; Matilda (see 
Voorhees), 395; Neesje, 292; Peter, 292; Peter, Jr., 
292; Ralph, 292; Rem, 395; Vrowtje Hessels, 292; 
Vrowtie, 293 


Garrish 
Arriet, Suydam, 468; Michael, 468 


Garrison (see Garretson) 


Gaston 
Elizabeth Van Vechten Frelinghuysen, 447; John, 


435; John I., 447; Margaret (see Mellick), 449 
Gates, Gen., 549 
Gerbrantz, Daniel, 138 
Gerrebrantse, Metje (see Van Houten), 520 
Gerlach, Karl H., 213 
Gerrits, Gerritse, Gerritszen (see Garretson) 
Geslar, Peter, 197 
Gesnar, Jacob, 220 
Girard, French Minister, 455 
Glasel, Leo, 195 
coe 
, 447; “Mr.,” 447 
Goebel, Jacob, 229 
Goelet, Goelett 
Jane (see Zabriskie), 332; Peter, 332 
etschius, Goetschi 
auzabeth Du Bois, 298; Esther Werndtlin, 230; 
eorge E., 298; Hendricus, 298; Johannes Hen- 
on ee 230; John, 230, 231; John Henry, 298; Mau- 
Stat 0, 298; Maurice, 298; Rachel Zabriskie, 230; 
Gol a en J., 298; Stephanus, 230, 298 


Elias, 404; Neelti 
pouches of, 449 
Go rt, 538 F 450 


Gouverneur 
sa ‘ 
Grahan, $91; Johanna (see Low), 391 
Ann (see Le 
li > ent), 198; James, 427 ° il- 
am, 198; I. Spencer, 185, 198; Philip, 138 gala 


Gravestein 
njami ° 
Graya i: Cant. een! (see Sneden), 220 
n b 
Griffie: Gen., 463, 465 


Ida (see M 
De Baun), me 300; Josephine (see Wiser) (see 





Gross, Francis, 90 
yeaa Jean, 225 
lliamse (see Williamse 
ooh Heuleck, Heuluk q 
njamin, 440; Derick, 440; H : i 
Hooke Wile, 46 
Gurd, John A., 287 
Guterl, Frederick, 205 
a 
a (see Cortelyou), 133; Ann (see Diss 
128, 133; Ann Bedell (see Clark), 132; Faeaue: 
(James), 132; Jacques, 132; James, Capt., 132, 133; 
James, IV, 132; James, Major, 132; Joseph, 128; 
Joseph, II, 133, 134; Joseph, III, 133, 144; Mary 
(see Holmes), 132; Sarah (see Casier), 132 


Haddock, Roger, 197 
Haelig, Julia, 440 
Hagaman (see Hageman) 
Hagawout, Hagewout (see Haughwout) 
Hageman (see Hegeman) 
Hagen 
Louis, 306; Mary (see Sneden), 220; Stephen, 220 
Hagoute (see Haughwout) 
Hague, Albert B., 280 
Haldron (see Holdrum) 
Hall, Richard, 462 
Hallenbeck 
Gerrit, 312; Thomasina Earle, 312 
Hamilton, John, 320 
Hand, H. B., 279 
Hanker, Esther (see Ten Eyck), 458 
Hansen, Hans, 76 
Hanson, Margaret (see Ryerson), 510 
Hardenbergh, Hardenburgh 
Dinah Van Bergh Frelinghuysen, 436; Jacob R., 
436; Jacob Rutzen, Rev., 391, 436, 447; James, 
Rev., 460; Maria (see Van Derveer), 460; Mary 


Margaret Lowe, 391 


Hardewyn 
Magdelene (see Dusochay), 

Hardwick, John, 229 

Haring, Herring 
Aaltye, 295; Abraham, 


127; Martyn, 127 


295, 296; Abraham A., 296; 
Abraham A., Jr., 296; Abraham B., 296; Abraham 
F., 295; Abraham L., 294; Abraham J., 208; Abra- 
ham Janse, 222; Abram, 295; Aeltje, 295; Aeltye 


; A Maria (see Mabie), 191; 
Van Dalsen, 293 ane aria er), 208; Baie 


Annetje, 293; Annetje ( 
Jans ee Tallman), 222, 231; Catharine (see a 
Wolfe), 294; Catherine, 295; Catharine Lent, i 
Classje (see Van Lent), 198; Charity (see. pens 
rest), 288; Cornelia (see Bogart), 295; Cot a 
Lent, 294-295; Cornelius, 293; Cosyn, 222; 


‘ i : Cozyn, 192; 
Janse, 293, 296; Cozin®, = 295; Dirckje (see Tall- 
ir 


pa 191; ee 295; Dirkie (see 
Naugle), 304; Eliza ( 
beth, 298, i cage a 
Pp , 193; Blizabe : 
Ea (eee Sickels), ee Elizabeth Bla 295, 
i th Eckerson, ; C Po. et 
404; Frederick A., 295; Fr ederick 2 295) evan 
F,, 295; Gerret, 295; Gerrit J..7195 "Grietje Cozyns 
Houten), 228; Grietje 70K: : ; 
Ges a Clark), 190; Harmanus, 2953 07 Jan, 
Honshy, 182; Isaac, 197; Isaac \» 595 
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liam Lafayette, 210 

Smack (see Smock) 

Smith, Smidt 
Abraham, 195, 211, 212, 214; Adriaen, 211, 214; 
Adriaen Lambertse (Lambertsen), 175, 183; Aefie 
(see Blauvelt), 182; Aeltye, 214; Albert, 214; Antje, 
212; Arie (Aurie), 211, 215; Bernardus, 86; Brechje 
(Bridget) (see De Pew), 195; Catharine (see Le- 
roe), 211; Catharine I. (see Van Siclen), 530; 
Charles D., 462; Christina, 212; Cornelius, 183, 211, 
214, 231; Cornelius Adriaensen, 183, 214; Cornelius 
C., 214; Cornelius Lambertsen, 182; David, 212; 
Derricke (see Van Campen), 183; Dirckje (see 
Cuyper), 211; Dirckje (Derrickje, Derickey) (see 
Haughwout), 130, 138; E. Percy, 269; Eleanor (see 
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Cornelison) (see Blauvelt), 182, 188; Elizabeth, 
212; Elizabeth (see Fisher), 439; Elizabeth (see 
Snedeker), 216; Epenetus, 60; Florence C., 68; 
Gaeret G., 214; Garret G., Jr., 214; Gerret, 214; 
Gerrit, 211; Guert Sprewer, 212; Henry, Dr., 201; 
J. A., 390; Jan, 214; Jannetje (see Van Houten), 
215; Jannetie Francois, 214; Jemima (see De 
Wint), 212; John J., 182; John, Maj., 182, 195, 212, 
213, 215; John De Windt, 182; John L., 215; John 
L., Maj., 213; John R., 473; Lambert, 214-215; Lam- 
bert Adriaense, 175, 182, 211, 212, 215; Lena, 211; 
Margrietje (see Blauvelt), 182, 211; Maria, 60, 212, 
285; Maria (see Haring), 295; Maria (see Leroe), 
211; Maria Haring, 214; Maria Tallman, 195, 212; 
Marretje (see Meyer), 211; Martha Griffith, 182; 
Mary Louise (see Salisbury), 188; Matthias, 130, 
138; Peter, 473; Peter Dewint, 212; Petrus, 214; 
Rachel, 214; Richard, 500, 546; Seytie Minnelay, 
214; T. Blanch, Dr., 191; Teunis, 188 


Smock, Smack 


Abraham, 393; Ann, 393; Annatie, 393; Antie, 393; 
Deborah Ann (see Nevius), 393; Denys, 393; Eliza- 
beth, 393; Elizabeth, II, 393; Elizabeth (see Field), 
390; Elizabeth (see Rappleye), 407; Elizabeth 
Stevens, 393; Garret, 407; Geertie, 393; Henry, 
390, 393; Hendrick, 393, 404, 441; Hendrick Matt- 
hyse, 84, 392; Jacobus (? James), 393; Jannetie, 
393; Johannes Hendrickse, 407; John, 393, 394; 
John, Jr., 394; John, III, 393; John I., 393; Jona- 
than B., 393; Lea, 393; Lea Fontine, 393; Lena, 
393; Lucas (Luke), 393; Margaret, 393; Maria, 
393; Maria, II, 393; Martyntje (see Lane), 441; 
Mary, 393; Mary Fall, 393; Matthew, 393; Matthias, 
390, 468; Matthias, Jr., 393; Matthias (Matthyse 
Hendrickse), 392, 393, 394; Nelly Van Doorn, 404: 
Saertie, 393; Sarah, 407; Sarah (see Schenck), 408 


Snedeker, Snedeger, Snediker 


Abraham, 200, 216, 217; Abraham Brower, 217; 
Aefie, 217; Affie (see Martyne), 217; Altie, 216; 
Altye (Elsie) (see Thew) (see Coerter), 216, 217; 
Christiaen, 216; Daniel, 217; Derricke Vliet, 217; 
Egbertie Jansen, 216; Elizabeth (see Smith), 216; 
Elsje, 216; Elsye Teunise (see Nyssen), 216; Gar- 
ret, 216, 217; Gerret, 216; Isaac, 216; Jan, 92, 216; 
Jannetie (see Luyster), 92; John, 217; Johannes, 
216, 217; Margaret, 216; Mary Ann Bell, 217; Re- 
becca (see Tallman), 216; Rebecca (see Van de 
Voort), 216; Richard, 217; Sara, 216; Theodorus, 
216, 217, 218; Theunis, 217; Tunis, 176, 216, 217; 
Willemetje Vocks, 216; 


Sneden, Sneder, Snedick, Sneding, Sneeding, Sney- 


don, Snyden, Snyder 

Abraham, 220; Carsten, 219; Clara, 221; Dennis, 
219, 220; Elizabeth (see Rice), 220; Elizabeth 
Wood, 220; Ellison (see Westervelt), 221; Ellison 
Lawrence, 220; George Washington, 220; Grietje, 
219; Grietje Jans, 219; James, 219; Jan, 219; Jane 
Crum, 220; Jesse, 220; John, Jr., 220, 221; Joseph 
Lawrence, 221; Lawrence, 220, 221; Leah, 220; 
Margaret Riker, 220; Mary, 221; Mary (Molly), 
219, 220, 221; Mary (see Hagen), 220; Phebe Ges- 
ner, 221; Rachel (see Gravestein), 220; Rachel Bo- 
gert, 220; Richard, 220; Robert, 219, 220; Samuel, 
219, 220; William, 219, 220, 221 


Snediker (see Snedeker) 
Snook, Hiram C. C., 543 
Snyden, Snyder (see Sneden) 
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Sohier 
Francois, 284; Marie (see Demarest), 284 
Solar (see Soulard) 
Peter, 428, 533 
Soulard, Solar 
Peter, 394, 395 
South, Thomas, 397 
Speer, Spear, Spier 


Cornelis, 535; Frans, 522; Gerrit, 514; Hans, 521; 
Hendrick Jansen, 514; Hester De La Mater Van 
Ness, 522; Jacobus, 514; Jan, 521; Jannetje (see 
Vreeland), 519; John, Jr., Capt., 519; Lea (see Van 


Giesen), 518; Maritie Janse (see Ryerson), 510; 
Peter, 514; Phebe Ann (see Van Ness), 523; 
Rachel (see Doremus), 535 


Spicer 
Machtel, 75; Samuel, 66; Thomas, 75, 77 

Springsteen 
Jannetje (see Colve) (see Vanderbeek), 315; Jo- 
hannes, 315 

Sprong 
Folkert, 69; Jannetje (see Schenck), 69 

Staats 
Abraham, 438, 442-443, 453-457; Anna Maria (see 
Nevius), 445; Annetje (see van Santvoord), 154; 
Catherine, 456; Catrina Corsen, 154; Charity Ry- 
near (see Van Doren), 461-462; Cornelia, 154; Cor- 
nelius, 453; Elizabeth (see Tysen), 152; Elsje 
—, 453; Femmetje Broka(w), 442, 454; Geertruy 
(see Coejeman), 434; Grietje Jans, 453; Hannah 
(see Van Kirk), 453; Hannah Field, 445-446; Han- 
nah Trembly, 453; Hendrick, 452, 453, 454, 457; 
Hendrick, II, 453; Henry, 453; Henry B., 445; 
Isaac, 454, 456, 457; Jacobus, 445; Jan, 204; Jan 
(Pieterse), 452-453, 141; Jane, 453; Jane (see Doty), 
455, 456, Jannetje, 154; John, 152, 154, 155, 453, 454; 
Lammetje Veghte, 453; Macheltie (Maghtel) Van 
Duyn, 453, 454; Magdalena (Lena) ——, 454; Mag- 
dalene, 456; Margaret, 456; Margaret (see Free- 
man), 456, 457; Margaret Du Bois, 455, 456; Martha 
A. Ross, 456; Mary, 154; Mary (see Coon), (see 
Blackford), 453; Mary A. Matthews, 456; ae 
Smith, 456; Nancy, 453; Neeltie Jans (see Cruser 
(see Hendricksz), 141, 142; Peter, 154, 451-454; 
Peter, Jr., 453; Peter, III, 453; Peter, IV, 453; 


Phebe, 456; Pieter Jansen, 154, 155, 453; Pieter 


Pietersen, 453; Rebecca, 154; Rebecca ——, 453; 
Samuel, 434; Sarah (see Bayles), 456; Saratie (see 
Jans) (see Perry), 204; Susan, 453; Synia ——, 453; 
Tiney (? Dinah) (see Boudinot), 453; Tyney, 453 
Stagg, Stegge 
Elizabeth, 272; Elizabeth (see Ackerman), 317; 
Isaac, 319; Maria Van Houten, 319; William, 272 
Standring, Mr., 132 
Stark, Jacob, 229 
Stegge (see Stagg) 
Stevense, Stevenson 
Stephens, James Henry, 288 
Stephenszen (see Stevens) 
Sterling, Lord, 463 
Steuben, Baron, 331-332, 455, 456 
aah a ig 
izabeth (see Smock), 393; Jan, 393: 
Lucas, 393; Coert (see Van Voothese a : pie 
ward, 86; John, 72, 86; Thomas, 498, 499, 536 
Stewart, Margaret (see Kingsland), 506 
Steynmetzen (see Stynmets) 


Stillwell 
Ann (see Van Pelt) (see Billeau), 150; Anna 
Catharine (see Christophel), 131; Frances (see 
Britton), 150; Martha (see Billeau) (see de Bon- 
repos), 149, 150; Nicholas, Jr., 60, 131, 149; Rachel 
(see Britton), 150; Thomas, Capt., 149, 150, 151 


timus 
Susan B., 508; W., 508 

Stinemetz (see Stynmets) 

Stockton, Richard, 397 

Stoffels, Mackelt (see Lodewyck) (see Van Cam- 
pen), 546 

Stoothoff 
Abraham, 77; Aeltie (Aletta) (see Baxter), 78; 
Aeltje (see Van Voorhees), 77; Albert, 77; Altie 
Cornelis (see Cool) (see Couwenhoven), 75; An- 
natie Bergen, 76; Deborah (see Wyckoff), 77, 78; 
Eitie Nallison, 76; Elbert, 76; Elbert Elbertse, 
Capt. (see Elbertse), 66, 67, 75; Garret, 76, 77, 78; 
Gerret Elbertse, 76, 77; Johanna Nevius, 76; Jo- 
hannes, 77, 78; Lammetje Stryker, 76; Maria Voor- 
hees, 78; Peter, 76, 77; Saartie Stephens, 76; Sara 
Roeloffs (see Van Borsum), 76; Wilhelmus, 76, 
77, 78; Willemetie Pieters Monfoort, 76 

Story 
Maria (see Martense) (see Schenck), 65; Mar- 
sets 65; Joseph, 65; William, 65; William, Capt., 


Stout 
Benjamin, 404; David, 410; Joseph, 548, 549; Pene- 
lope (? Van Princes), 410; Rebecca (? Ashton), 
410; Richard, 386, 410 

Stoutenburgh 
Anthony, 136; Nieltje (see Cooper), 282 

Stryker, Strycker 
Adriana (Adrianna) (see Schenck), 70, 80; Adri- 
antje, 80; Ann, 80; Annetje Barends, 79; Cornelius, 
70, 79, 80; Gerrit, 61; H., 440; Hanna, 80; Jan, 431, 
517; Jan (John), 57, 72, 79, 80, 82; Jannetje (see 
Berrien) (see Edsall), 431; Jannetje (see Lott), 79, 
80; Johannes, 79; John S., 335; Lambetje Seuber- 
ing, 79; Margrietie (Margrietje) (see Schenck), 
7 ie ane 79, * ee I., Dr., 436, 437; Pieter, 

; sara (see Bergen), 79; Tryntj fe) i 

(see Hellakers), 82 ial lia 

Strehl, Henry, 335 

Stull 


Joseph, 443; Phebe Brokaw, 443 
Stuyvesant 


oun (see Bayard) (see Varleth), 322; Peter, 321, 


Stynmets, Stynmetz, Stymets, Stynmuth, Stinemetz 
A ie fee Van Noord | 
ntle (see Van Noordstrand), 515; Benjamin, 515: 
Caspar, 326; Casparus, 515; Casper, 514: Catharin: 
Post, 515; Christoffle, 514, 515, 516; Claertje Van 
Iderstein, 515; Elizabeth (see Van Riper), 515; 
rhe 515; George, 515; Hannah, 515; Jannetie, 
a Jannetje Gerrits, 514; Jannetje Gerrits Van 
. agening, 515; Johannes, 515; Judith (Judah) (see 
= Riper), 515; Marietje Brower, 515; Marya 
Si Morgan, 198; Orsolena (Wesselena) (see 
estervelt), 326; Peter, 515; Sara Emons, 515: 
: Lins Van Nest, 515; Susanna —— 515 
m b 


Christian, 541; : 
Malvill, i. ‘i Maria (see Wheelock), 541; Maria 
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Sulzer, “Mr.,” 327 

Sutton, Joshua, 156 

Sutphen ; 
Mary Mellick, 449; Peter, 449; William P., 449 

Suydam, Sydam, Sedam, Van Suydam 
Abigail Fry, 395; Abraham, 395; Abraham, II, 
395; Ann, 395; Ann (see Mundy), 468; Ann (see 
Van Liew), 395; Antje (Anne) Van Wickle, 467; 
Arriet (see Garrish), 468; Aule (Auletta) Rapp- 
leyea, 468; Catharine, 395; Femmetije, 395; Geertje 
Van Wickelen, 467; Gertrude (see Wyckoff), 74; 
Hendrick, 61, 87, 439, 468; Hendrick Jacobs, 467; 
Ida (see Leffertsze), 61; Ida (see Van Wickle), 
468; Isaac, 395; Jacob, 87, 395; James, 394-395; 
Jannetje, 395; Jennie (see Lott), 64; John, 394, 395; 
John S., 395; Lambert, Capt., 74; Lawrence, 395; 
Maria, 395; Miranda (see Luyster), 405; Nellie 
Fisher, 439; Peter, 394, 395; Peter M., 395; Phebe, 
395; Ryck, 87, 395; Ryke, 395; William, 395 

Swaert (see Swart) 

Swan, Dr., 436 

Swaim, Martinew, 133 

Swart, Swaert (see also Hellakers) 
Barent, 82; Femmetje, 82; Jacob (see Hellakers), 
81; Jacobus, 82; Jan, 82; Johannes, 82; Lysbet, 82; 
Neeltje (see Titsworth), 544; Tunis, 544 

Swartout 
Derrick (Derick), 218; Elizabeth Polhemus, 218; 
George, 218; Jacobus, 218; James, 218; Lucretia 
Polhemus, 218; Tomys Roelofse, 218 

Swiner, Jennij (see Cockefair), 507 

Symes, Lancaster, 303 

Sydam (see Suydam) 

Symonsen (see Simonson) 


Tallman, Taelman, Talama , 

Abraham, 224; Abraham I., 231; Annatje (Ann) 
Vanderbilt, 227, 228; Annetje (see Vanderbilt), 227; 
Annetje Blauvelt, 223; Brechje (see Vanderbilt), 
227; Brechje Jans (see Haring), 222, 231; Cate- 
lyntje (see Vestervelt), 328; Catrina Ecker, 224; 
Catharina (see Blauvelt), 182, 186; Caroline Conk- 
lin, 231; Clara, 223; Dirckje (see Haring), 222, 295; 
Dirckie Theunis, 222; Dirkjin (see Westervelt), 
327; Douwe, 222, 223, 224, 227; Douwe Harmanszen, 
176, 182, 222; Elizabeth (see Blauvelt), 223; Eliza- 
beth (see Demarest), 223; Elizabeth Blauvelt, 223; 
Elizabeth De Pew, 222; Fanny Mabie, 231; Har- 
man (Harmanus), 176, 182; Harman Douwesen, 
183, 222, 223, 224; Harmanus, 216, 224, 227, 228, 
231; Harmanus (Harme), 223, 224; Helena, 223; 
Helena Blauvelt, 231; Isaac, 223; Isaac H., 227, 
228; Jacob, 222; James C., 231; Jan, 231; Jannetje, 
223; Jannetje Vanderbilt, 227; Johannes, 207, 233: 
John, 223, 230, 231; John A., 231; John Cornell 
231; John J., 207; Margaret Demarest, 207; Mar- 
grietje Hogenkamp, 223, 224; Margrietje Minne- 
lay (see Blauvelt), 183, 222; Maria (see Blauvelt) 
319; Maria De Ronde, 231; Maria Onderdonk, 223: 
Neeltje, 224; Peter, 225; Peter, Maj., 182; Rebecca 
(see Snedeker), 216, 224; Sarah (see Haring), 207: 
Sara (see Sickels) (see Tinkey), 207, 223; Teunis, 

; Theunis, 222, 223, 224; T ‘ 
231; Tunis Douwe, 215 matnin Douwensen, 

war' ’ : ward, Il, 411; Edward, II : 
Ephraim, 137; George, 411; George, Col., aa ‘2: 
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Mrs. Jane, 466; John, 125, 411, 412; Joseph, 145, 
411; Joseph, II, 412; Joseph Dorset, 412; Mar- 
garet, 296; Mary (see Vervalen), 297; Mary 
Holmes, 412; Miss Mary Holmes, 412; Mary 
Holmes Taylor, 412; Mary Ogbourn, 411; Moses, 
296, 297; Moses, Jr., 297; Phebe Hurd, 411; Samuel, 
412 


Teller oe 
Jenneke (see Schuyler), 511; William, 511 

Ten Eyck, Teneicke 
Albert, 389; Capt., 443; Coenradt, 458; Conrad, 
458; Esther Hanker, 458; Jacob, 445, 458; Jacob, 
III, 458; Jacob, Capt., 458; James, 450, 458; Jane 
Lane, 445; Jemima Van Nest, 458; Margaret Haga- 
man, 458; Mary Ann (see Van Nest), 450; Mary 
Ann Van Nest, 459; Mary Van Vechten, 389; 
Matthew, 458; Matthias, 427, 444, 458; Peter, 458; 
Tunis, 458-459 

Terhune, Terheun, Terhuynen 
Abraham, 311; Abraham, Jr., 311; Albert, 63, 274, 
299; Albert Albertse, 309, 310; Albert D., 274; Al- 
bert D., 311; Albert H., 310; Ann, 310; Catharina 
Kip, 309; Catharine, 310; Catharine Bogert, 310; 
Cornelia Hopper, 310; Dirck, 309, 310; Elizabeth, 
309; Elizabeth, 310; Elizabeth J. Townsend, 310; 
Gerrebreght (see Housman), 300; Hendrickje 
Stevense Van Voorhees, 309; Jane, 310; Johannes 
(John), 309, 310; John, 310, 311; John (Johannes), 
309, 310; John J., 310; Margaret (see Vreeland), 
324; Maria (Marytie), 311; Maria (see Hopper), 
299, 310; Maritie De Graves Tibout, 309; Mary 
(see Van Emburgh), 274; Mary Ann Achenbach, 
269; Marytie (Maria), 311; Matilda, 310; Peter, 
310; Polly (Maria) (see Van Emburgh), 311; Rich- 
ard, 310; Roeloff, 63; Sarah Jane Van Emburgh, 
274; Thomas, 269; Tryntje Westervelt, 311; Weyn- 
tie Brickers, 309 

Terneur (see Tourneur) 

Terrell, Ephraim, 196 

Theunis, Jannetje (see Dey), 504 

Theuniszen | 


ae 293; Margrietje Cosyns (Gerritszen), 


Thew, Theu 
Altye (Elsie) (see Snedeker) (see Coerter), 216; 
Jan, 216 
Thomas, David, 134 
Thorne 
J. M., 407; Theodore R., 407; Thomas, 407 
Aen 
ndries, 309; Jannetie (see Oblenis), 202; John, 
202; Maritie de Graves, me m9 
Tietsoort (see Titsworth) 
Tilton, John, Sr., 66 
Tinkey 


Andrew, 207, 223; Sarah : 
man), 207, 225 ah (see Sickels) (see Tall 


Tise 


Abraham, 307; Jane Fowler, 307 
Tison, Tysen, Pyson 

Abraham, 152; Barent, 152; Barne (Barnt), 152, 

153; Cordelia Bergen, 152, 153; Cornelis ,152; Dan- 

iel, 134; David, 152; David J., 122, 134, 136, 145, 

Set Elizabeth (see Staats), 152; Elizabeth (see 
ake), 134, 153; Elizabeth Jacques, 153; Elizabeth 
waim, 152; Elizabeth Winant (see Perine), 151; 

Jacob, 153; Johannes, 152; John, 124, 152, 153; 
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John, Jr., 123; Magdalena Jans, 152; Magdalena 
Morgan, 152; Maria (see Kroesen), 152; Mary, 
ig Raymond M., 153; Richard, 151, 153; Sarah, 
1 

Titsworth, Tietsoort 
Abigail Beers, 545; Abraham Willemszen van 
Amsterdam, 544; Aechtje Jan van Naerdan, 544; 
Anna, 544; Catrina Kuykendal, 545; Jacobus, 545; 
John, Dr., 545; Kate ——, 545; Margaret Middagh, 
545; Maria, 544-545; Neeltje Swart, 544; Sarah 
Decker, 544, 545; Sarah Hoornbeck, 544; Stephan- 
us, 545; Stephanus W., 544, 545; Willem, 499; Wil- 
liam, 545; William (Willem Abrahamse), 544; 

- William, II, 545; William S. (Willem), 544, 545 
itus 
Mary, 72, 86; Teunis (Tunis), 72, 85, 87 

Toers 
Arent, 307; Catlyntje (see Newkirk), 307; Sarah 
(see Dey), 533; Thomas Laurensen, 533 

Torner, Jannetje (see Cockefair), 507 

Torr, John M., 223 

Tourneur, Terneur, Turnure 
Aefie, 226; Daniel, 225; Hendrick (Henry), 226; 
Jacobus, 225; Jacobus, Jr., 226; Jacomina (see Ob- 
lenis), 225; Jacqueline de Parisis, 225; Jacques, 
225; Jannetie, 226; John, 226; John (see Hutton), 
226; John L., 290; Margrietje Blauvelt, 226; Maria 
(see Oblenis), 226; Marritie Kuyper, 226; Michail, 
226; Riker, 290; Sarah, 226 

Tonnette, Mary, 221 

Townsend, Elizabeth J. (see Terheun), 310 

Trembly, Hannah (see Staats), 453 

Truwer, John, 334 

Tuthill, B. F., 549 

Tuttle, Stephen, 540 

Peace (see Tourneur) 

mou 
Oe hee Parleman, 539; Jacob, 539 
Tysen (see Tison) 


Underhill, John, 75 


Valleau, Magdelene Franconier, 279 


Vallenburg*, gone | 
,Vva e 
Vieeac, 547 ; Rachel —— (see Van Campen), 547 


Vanalen, Van Ale, Van Allen | 

Ve ae Dr., 312; Elizabeth Doremus, 312; Ger- 
ret (Garret), 312; Hendrick, 313; Henry, 312, 313; 
Henry endrick), 312; Hessel, 312; Jannetje 
Lozier, 313; John, 313; John H., 312; Peter, 279, 


312, 313; Pieter Gerritse, 312; Thomasina Earle 
Hallenbeck, 312; William, 312; Wyntie, 313 
Van Amsterdam, Abraham Willemszen, 544 
Van Arsdalen, Catharine Brokaw, 443 
Van Bergh . 
Dinah (see Frelinghuysen) (see Hardenburgh), 
436; Louis, 436; Mrs. Louis, 436 
Van Beverhoudt 
Adriana (see Boudinot), 541; Lucas, 540, 541; 
Maria Malvill Suhm, 541 
Vanblercom, Mary (see Youmans), 319 
Van Bommel, Hendrick, 176 
a Beceem van hag 
nna, 61; Cornelius, 76; Egbert, 61; 
offs (see Stoothoff), 76° ois Sere Boe 
Van Boskerk (see Van Buskirk) 











Van Broeckhuysen, Michael Jansen, 324 

Van Brunt 
Abigail (see Vanderbilt), 83; Abraham, 83; Adri- 
aense, 82; Adrian, 83; Aletta, 83; Bennet, 82; Cath- 
arine (see Berre), 83; Catherine (see Dissosway), 
138; Cornelis, 82, 83; Cornelis Rutgers, 82; Eliza- 
beth Alberts Van Voorhees, 83; Engeltie Rapalje, 
83; George, 83; Gretian, 82; Jane Maria, 83; Jere- 
miah, 83; Joost, 82; Nicholas, 82, 83; Rutger (see 
Joosten), 81, 82; Rutgert, 82, 83; Rutgert A., 83; 
Tryntje, 82; Tryntje Class (see Harmensen), 82; 
William, 128 

Van Buskirk, Van Boskerk ; 
Abraham, 314; Andries, 314; Catharine (see Os- 
born), 314; Fitje, 314; Geertruy, 314; Isaac, 314; 
Jannetje Jans Van Hoorn, 314; Johannis, 314; 
Laurens, 314; Laurens Andriessen, 265, 314, 317; 
Margrietje, 314; Margrietje Hendrick Van der 
Linden, 314; Michael, 314; Peter, 314; Rachel Hop- 
per, 314; Thomas, 265-266, 314; Thomas, 314, 315, 


316, 317 


Van Campen, Van Camp : 
Abeshar, Col., 499, 545-548; Abraham, Jr., 547, 


549; Abraham, ITI, 547; Benjamin, 547; Catharine 
(see Depew), 547; Catharine Rosenkrans, 549; Ce- 
cilia (see Ribble), 547; Cecilia Decker, 547; Cori- 
anny (Rosanny), 549; Derricke Smidt, 183; Ger- 
rit, 546; Gerrit Jansen, 546; Hendrick, 183; Isaac, 
499; 548, 549; James, 547; John, 546, 548; John, 
Jr., 548; John, II, 547; Lena, 549; Mackelt Stoffels 
Lodewyck, 546; Magdalena Van Garden, 548; Mar- 
garet, 549; Maria (see Depew), 547; Maria Depue, 
547; Moses, Maj., 547; Rachel Van Aker, 547; 
Sarah ——, 548; Sarah Cape, 547; Sarah West- 
faal, 547; Susanna (see Romaine), 547; Susanna 
Depue, 547; Tietje Jans Decker, 546 
Van Cleave 
Benjamin, 443; Mary (Maretye) (see Brokaw), 





443 . 

Van Cleef, Van Cleve, Van Cleaf 
Benjamin, 399; Engeltje (see Pietersen), 84; H. 
B., 542; Jan, 84; Neeltje Couwenhoven, 399 

Van Cortlandt 
Jacobus, 87; Jacobus, Col., 328; Sophia (see Van 
Enden), 87; Stephanus, 87 

Van Couwenhoven (see Couwenhoven) 

Van Dalsen 
Alltye (see Haring), 293; Annetje (see De Pew), 
193; Dirckje Theunis Tallman, 194; Johannes, 194 

Van Dam 
Cornelia Beekman, 451, 452; Richard, 451 

Van Dean, Catrina Leah (see Van Winkle), 525 

Van den Ende (see Van Ende) 

Vandenhoff, Henry, 279 

Vanderbeek, Van der Beek, Van der Beck 
Abraham, 315; Annatje De Boog, 316; Barent, 
316; Coenradt, 315; Conradus, 316; Dezthea (Doro- 
thea) Coteleau (see Cortelyou), 143, 144; Elsie 
(see Kip), 301; Elsie Kip, 316; Elsje Jans, 315; 
Isaac, 278, 315, 316; Isaac, Jr., 316; Jacob, 316; 
Jannetje Springsteen Colve, 315; Mary Thomas 
Badie Verdon Bennet, 315; Paulus, 315, 316; Rem, 
143, 144; Salomon, 316; Sarah Remsen (see Adri- 
ance), 65; Solomon, 316; Walter, 280 


Vanderbilt, Van Der Bilt, Van Der Belt 


Abigail (see Van Brunt), 


83; Aeltj : 
kamp), 209; Annatje, eitje (see Hogen 


227; Annatje (Ann) (see 
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Tallman), 227, 228; Annetje, 227; Annetje (see 
Tallman’ 227; Arie, 399; Brechje, 227; Brechje 
(see Tallman), 227; Cornelius, 209; Dirck, 227; 
Douwe, 227; Geertruyd (see Eckeson), 227; Hil- 
letje, 227; Hilletje (Hillegont) Hardenbergh, 227; 
Jacob, 227, 228; Jacob, II, 227; Jacob Janse, 215, 
227: Jacobus, 227; Jacobus, II, 227; James, 209; 
Jan, 87; Jannetje (see Tallman), 227; Jannetje 
Blauvelt, 227; Jannetje Couwenhoven, 399; Jere- 
miah, 79, 83; Johannes, 227; Johannes, II, 227; 
Johannes Hogenkamp, 209; John King, 143; Lem- 
metje (see Lefferts), 61; Margrietje (see Meyer), 
227; Maria (see Meyer), 227; Maria Dircks Van 
der Vliet (see Onderdonk), 215, 227; Richard, 
209; Sara (see Van Nostrand), 227; Sarah, 227 
Van der Ende (see Van Ende) 
Van Ditmarsen, Reyn, 176 
Vanderhoof, Cornelius, 312 
Vanderlinde 
Benjamin, 297; Joost, 330; Machteld (see Zabris- 
kie), 330; Rachel Cresson Demarest Durie, 286; 
Roelof, 286; Margrietje Hendricks (see Van Bus- 
kirk), 314 
Vanderlinde, Van der Linde, Van der Linden 
Van der Schure, Helena (see Voorhees), 320 
Van Derveer, Van de Veer 
Catharine ——, 459, 460; Catrina ——, 459; Cor- 
nelis Janse, 459; Elias, 460; Esther J. Van Nest, 
450; Esther Van Nest, 459; Femmetje, 460; Frank 
M., 459; Hendrick, 459; Henry (Hendrick), Dr., 
460; Jacob, 459, 460; Jacob, II, 459-460; Jacob, III, 
460; Jacoba (see Covenhoven), 401; Jacobes, 459; 
James, Dr., 450; James D., Dr., 459; James (Ja- 
cobus), 460; Jane Van Pelt, 450; John, Sr., 450; 
sores 449, 450, 468; John (Johannes), 469; John 
-» 450, 460; Joseph, 459, 460; Lawrence, 460; 
Maria ——, 460; Maria Hardenbergh, 460; Mary 
(Maretye, Maria) (see Brokaw) (see Lane), 443; 
Mary (see Quick), 450; Phebe, 460; Phebe (Fem- 
metje) (see Van Dorin), 460; Phebe Ditmars, 
459; Tryntje Gillis de Mandeville, 459; William, 
459; Winche ——, 460 
Van Deurse, Van Deuse (see Van Duser) 
Van Deventer 
Elizabeth ——, 396; Jacob, 389, 391, 396; Jacob, 
i. 396; Jeremiah, 396; Margaret Field, 389, 391; 
arah Brokaw, 443 
Van de Voorst (see Van Vorst) 
Van de Voort 
Peter, 216; Sarah (see Snedeker), 216 
Van Dien (see Van Duyn 
Van Dike (see Van Dyke 
Van Doren, Van Dorin, Van Dooren, Van Doorn, 
ram, » 4faltje Couwenhoven, 399; Altje 
Schenck, 461; Altye Schenck, 409; Antje Schenck, 
409; Arie, 404, 409; Catharine (see Metlar), 391, 
462; Charity Rynear Staats, 461-462; Christian, 
409, 461; Jacob, 401, 409, 460, 462; Jacob, Jr., 460; 
Jacob I., 461; Jane (see ee ap rea 435; John, 
391, 461; John, IT, 461 3 Maria Schenck, 409; Mar- 
retje Lott, 461; Mattie Ditmars Hoagland, 461; 
Nelly (see Smock) (see Hendrickson), 404; Phebe 
(Femmetje) Van Derveer, 460; Rynier, 462; Wil- 
liam, 399 
Van Duser, Van Dusen, Van Deurse, Van Deuse 
Angenitie Laroe, ‘209; Elizabeth Rooseboom, 209; 
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Isaac, 177, 209; Isaac, Jr., 209, 210; Lea (see Van 
Geldersen), 209, 210; Marritje (see Sloat), 210; 
Melchert, 521; Metje Christianse, 209; Rachel 
(see Van Ness), 521 


Van Duyckhuysen, Swantie (see Schuyler), 511 


Van Duyn, Van Dien 

Aeltie Zabriskie, 334; Cornelius Gerretse, 453; 
Dennis, 468; Denys, 468; Dorcas Kiersted, 517; 
Hannah, 334; Harmen, 334; James, 517; John D., 
468; John H., 334; Lena ——, 468; Macheltie 
Maghtel) (see Staats), 453, 454; Marritie (see 
ooper), 282; Peter, 517; Roelof, 468; Sibrech 
Verkerk, 468; Vrouwtjen Verway, 278; Willem, 


468 

Van Dyke, Van Dyck, Van Dike 
Ann, 397; Anna Ververk, 397; Catharine (see 
Cruser), 432; Catharine (see Hendrickson), 402; 
Cornelia (see Berrien), 433; Eleanor (Nelly) Lane, 
397; Henry L. R., 398; Jan (John), 397, 398; Jan 
Janse, 402; Jan Thomasse, 397; Lydia Longstreet, 
398; Margaret Nevius, 398; Mary Brokaw, 443; 
Matthias, 397, 399; Matthias, Jr., 398; Neeltje (see 
Berrien), 433; William J., 398 

Van Emburgh, Van Imbroch 
Gysbert, Dr., 274; Henricus, 311; Henry, 274; 
Henry, Jr., 274; Jacob Demarest, 274; John, 274, 
311; Margaret Demarest, 274; Maria Jane Bogert, 
274; Mary Terhune, 274; Polly Terhune, 311; 
Polly (Maria) Terhune, 311; Polly Voorhees, 274; 
Rachel De La Montagne, 274; Sarah Jane (see 
Terhune), 275 

Van Ende, Van Enden, Van Nanda, Van den Ende, 

Van der Ende 

Abraham, 87; Adrian, 87; Antie (see Colyer), 87; 
Bastiaen, 87; Catryna, 87; Frederick, 87; Hen- 
drick, 87, 93; Jacob, 87; Jannetie (see Beegel), 
87; Jannetje Hendricks (Jenny), 58, 59, 87; Paulus, 
58, 86, 87, 88; Ryck, 87; Sarah, 87; Sophia Van 
Cortlandt, 87 

Van Es (see Van Ness) 

Van Etten, Grietje (see Ennes), 452 

Van Garden, Magdalena (see Van Campen), 548 

Van Gelden, Maria (see Voorhees), 320 

Van Gelder, Van Geldersen 
Ann (see Van Houten), 319; Lea (see Van Duser), 
210; Wynant, 209, 210 

Van Giesen . 
Abraham, 517-518, 525; Abraham (? “Tory”), 518, 
519; Abraham, Capt., 518; Abraham, Jr., 518; 
Abraham Abrahamse, 518; Aeltie (see Vreeland), 
519; Andries, 518; Antje Dirckse, 518; Bastien, 
519; Christyntien (see Berdan), 278; Fitje An- 
driesse, 518; Isaac, 278, 518; Johannes, 518; Lea 
Spier, 518; Maria Van Voorst, 518; Martje Dirkje, 
518; Prientje (see Van Winkle), 524-525; Rynier, 
518; Rynier Bastiensen, 517, 518 

Van Heekeren 
Johannes Jacobus Broes, 537; “Mrs.”, 537 

Van Horn, Van Horne, Van Hoorn ; 
Abraham, 280, 313, 496; Aeltje, 317; Altie (see 
Demarest), 285; Barent, 317; Barent Christian- 
sen, 317; Christian, 291; Christian Barentsen, 314, 
317; Cornelia Durie Ackerman, 291; Cornelius, 
288, 290, 291, 319, 462; Dirck, 317; Dirck, II, 317; 
Elizabeth, 317; Elizabeth French, 462; Elizabeth 
Ricketts, 463 ,464; Geertje Dircks Claussen, 317; 
Hopper, 313; Jannetje Jans, 314; Jannetie Jans, 
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317; Jan Cornelis, 462; John, 462; Lena (Helena) 
Sip, 323; Margrietje (see Durie), 291; Mary Rick- 
etts (see Moylan), 463; Philip, Col., 462, 463, 464 
Rachel Aeltse, 317; William, 313 
outen 

baeoe 513, 525; Abraham, 319, 513, 520; Adriaen, 
520; Adrian, 508; Ann (see Van Horn), 319; Ann 
Van Gelder, 319; Anna, 319; Annatje Sip, 513; 
Antje (Anna) Blauvelt, 319; Bridget Garrison, 
319; Catharine (see Ryerson), 319; Catharine 
Nagel, 228; Catharine Sip, 513, 520; Caty, 229; 
Caty Blauvelt, 228; Claus, 228, 229; Claus R., 189, 
228, 229; Cornelia Ackerman, 319; Cornelia Jane, 
319; Daniel, 319; Dirck, 494-495, 520, 521; Dou- 
wagh, 319; Edmund, 297; Eliza Ellen Courter, 320; 
Elizabeth, 319; Garret, 297; Geertruy (see Van 
Wagening), 524; George, 189; Gerrebrant, 510, 
516, 520, 521; Gerrebrant, II, 520; Gerritje Hel- 
migse (see Sip), 513; Gerritje Van Nes, 228, 519; 
Grietje Haring, 228; Hellemeg Roelofse, 519, 520; 
Helmig, 513; Hillegont (see Ryerson), 510; Isaac, 
229, 319-320; Isaac B., 229; Isaac I., 319; Jacob, 
229, 319; James, 297, 319; Jan, 228; Janneke (see 
Vreeland), 324; Jannetje (see Poulese), 520; Jan- 
netje (see Sip), 516; Jannetje (see Smith), 215; 
Jannetje (see Voorhees), 320; Jannetje Merselis, 
508; Jannetje Sip, 520; Jennie Van Winkle, 525; 
Jesse, 319; John, 202, 229, 319; John (Johannes 
or Jan), 318-319; John R., 189; John Ryerson, 319; 
John Ryerson, II, 320; Klaes, 189, 228; Levi, 319; 
M., 202; Maria, 319; Maria (see Stagg), 319; Mar- 
garet, 229, 319; Margaret Doremus, 520; Margaret 


Westervelt, 319; Mary, 229; Metje Gerrebrantse, . 


520; Molly (Marytje) Van Rypen, 520; Morris, 
189; Rachel, 319; Rachel (see Newkirk), 307; 
Ralph, 319; Ralph (Roelof), 319; Resolvert, 228; 
Richard, 520; Richard G., 520; Roelof, 228, 229, 
319; Roelof Cornelissen, 228, 519; Rulef C., 189, 
208, 229; Sarah (see Sickels), 189, 208; Theunis 
Roelofse, 176, 215, 228; Tryntje Klaesen Kuyper, 
228; William S., 189 
Van Iderstein, Claertje (see Stynmets), 515 
Van Imbroch (see Van Emburgh) 
Van Kir 
Hannah Staats, 453; Nathan, 453 
Van Laer 
Abigail Ver Planken, 270; Adrian, 270; Aeltye 
(see Ackerman), 270 
Van Kouwenhoven (see Couwenhoven) 
Van Lent (see Lent) 
Van Liew | 
ons Suydam, 396; Cornelius, 395; Denise, 404; 
arret S., 395; Helena (Lena) (see Hendrickson), 
404; Mary Ann, 395 
va Meter, Van Mater 
enjamin, 401; Cyrenius, 404; Gysbert, 402; Ida 
i Hendrickson), 404; Jacob, 404; Mayke Hen- 
“ SSeon 402; Neeltje (see Covenhoven), 401; 
soa) i Hendrickson, 404; Phebe (see Hendrick- 
Van Middlesworth. Sa ah B 
Van Neerden Avchi rah (see rokaw), 443 
; je Jans (see Titswor 
Van Nanda (see Van Bde) : pail 
‘Abi ess, Vanness, Van Es, Van Nuys, Van Nuyse 
Bail (see Pietersen), 61; Anna, 521; Annatie, 
Auk natje (see Jacobusse), 522; Anneken (see 
es) (see Pieterse), 140; Auke Janse, 61; Caty 


(see Cook), 522; Catryn ——, 521; Catryntje Cad- 
mus, 522; Catryntje Roelofs Tacdluneas Sad: Cor- 
nelia ——, 522; Cornelis, 228, 519, 521; Cornelis, 
II, 522; Cornelis Hendricse, 521; Cornelis Hen- 
dricks, 90; Engeltje, 521, 522; Evert, 522; Fietje 
(see Jacobusse), 522; Geertruy, 522; Gerritje (see 
Van Houten), 228, 519; Grietje (see Claesen), 89; 
Hendrica Pier, 522; Hendrick, 521, 522; Henry J., 
523; Hester, 522; Hester de La Mater, 521, 522; 
Isaac, 522, 523; Isaac J., 523; Jannatje Paulusse, 
522; Margriet, 522; Maria (see Van Siclen), 60; 
Maritie —— Damen, 521; Mayken Hendricks 
Burchgraeff, 521; Micha (see Schenck), 408; 
Neeltje, 522; Neeltje Reike, 522; Peter (Petrus), 
Capt., 522; Phebe Ann Spear, 523; Rachel (see 
Rycke), 522; Rachel Van Deursen, 521; Sarah 
Jacobus, 523; Simon, 494, 521, 522; Simon, IT, 522; 
Simon, III, 522; Symon, 498, 522; Thomas, 522; 
Wilhelmius, 88 

Van Nest 
Abraham, 450, 459; Ann Brokaw, 443; Catalina . 
(see Middagh), 446; Esther (see Van Derveer), 
459; Esther J. (see Van Derveer), 450; Jemima 
(see Ten Eyck), 458; Jerome, 458; Mary Ann (see 
Ten Eyck), 459; Mary Ann Ten Eyck, 450; Peter, 
427, 436, 446; Rynier, 443; Sara (see Stynmets), 
515; Tunison, 436 

Van Niewkercke (see Newkirk) 

Van Noordstrand 
Antie Stynmets, 515; Jacob, 515 

Van Nostrand, Van Nostrandt 
Antje Hendrickson, 404; David, 404; Joris, 227; 
Sara (see Vanderbilt), 227 | 

Van Nuys, Vanuyse (see Van Ness) 

Van Oblenis (see Oblenis) 

Van Orden 
Margrietje Haring, 294; Mariah (see Haring), 
294; Peter S., 294 

Van Pelt (see also Lane) ; 
Aert, 85; Aert Teunisse, 84; Ann (see Stillwell), 
140; Anna Maria (see Cortelyou), 85; Anthony, 
84: Antje Dorland, 85; Catharine (see De Hart), 
125; Femmetje Stellenwerf, 85; Gertrude Jans 
Otter, 84; Grietje Jans, 84; Ida (see Lefferts), 85; 
Jacob, 85; Jan, 85; Jan Teunissen, 125; Jane (see 
Vanderveer), 450; John L., 85; John Lott, 85; 
Maria Elizabeth (see Ditmars), 85; Maritie Lott, 
85; Nieltje Jansen Van Tuyl, 85; Petrus Aertse, 
85; Rem, 85; Samuel, 140; Teunis, 84; Teunis 
Jansen Lanen, 84; Theunis, 441; Thys (Mathys) 
Jansen Laenan, 441; Townsend Cortelyou, 85, 

Van Purmarent, Claes Jansen (Kuyper ); 

Van  eciile Kilian, 180 

Van Riper 
Abraharn, 302; Elizabeth Stynmets, 515; oe Tari 

urianse, 515; Judith (Judah) Stynmets, ol; 

furlanes 515 

Van Ruyven, Cornelius, 61 

Van Rypen ‘ 7 
Abcatiam, 520; Molly (Marytje) (see Vane 
ten), 520 

Van Salee 
Antonis Jansen, 
Van Siclen), 60 

Van Santvoord ; 
Anna, 154; Annetje (see S 
Cornelius, 154, 155; Corneltu 


530; Eva, 530; Eva Antonis (see 


ts), 154; Dominie 
me an Jacobs, 154; 
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Maria Catharine, 154; Staats, 154; Zeger, 154 
Van Saun 
Catlyntje Merselis, 508; Isaac, 508 
Van Schaick, Belitje (see Westervelt), 328 
Van Siclen, Van Sickelen, Van Sycklin, Van Syckel 
Aaron, 529, 530; Aaron, Jr., 530; Abraham, 60; 
Annie, 60; Catharine I. Smith, 530; Catharine Op- 
dyke, 530; Court J., 60; Cyrana Martin, 530; Eliza- 
beth, 60; Evalsee Berdan, 278; Eva Antonis, 60; 
Eva Van Salee, 530; Eve, 60; Ferdinand, 60, 529, 
530; Ferdinandus, 60, 441; Ferdinandus, Jr., 60; 
Ferdinandus, III, 60; Gertruy (see Johannes), 60; 
Henah ——, 530; Jannetje (see Lane), 441; Jan- 
nette, 60; John, 60; John C., 60; Joseph, 530; Kate 
(see Martin), 530; Maayke (Mercy Langstraat), 
530; Margaret, 60; Maria (see Van Nuys), 60; 
Maria Antonides, 60; Mary Bird, 530; Minne, 60; 
Reinier, Jr., 530; Remgo, 60 
Van Sinderen 
Catalina, 71; Femmetje, 67; Hotso, 71; Jane, 71; 
John, 71; Ulpianus, 67 
Van Slichtenhorst 
Brandt, 511; Margrita (see Schuyler), 511 
Van Suydam (see Suydam) 
Van Syckel, Van Syckelen, Van Sycklin (see Van 
Siclen) 
Van Tiehoven 
Cornelia (see Holst) (see Holdrum), 297; Cor- 
nelis, 297 
Van Tuyl 
Abraham, 142; Denis, 142; Helena (see Krusen), 
142; Isaac, 144; Neeltje (see Croesen), 142; Sara 
(see Lakerman), 144 
Van Varick (see Varick) 
Van Vechten . 
Deborah Antnoides, 465; Derrick, 389, 465, 466; 
Dirck, 465; Elizabeth (see Davis), 465; Elizabeth 
(see Frelinghuysen) (see Gaston), 447; Elizabeth 
La Grange, 466; Jane (see Hageman), 465; Jan- 
netje De Mont, 465; Judith Brockholst, 465; Mar- 
garet (see Crane), 465; Mary (see Teneicke) (see 
Field), 389, 396, 465; Mary Lord, 466; Marytje 
Parker, 465; Michael, 427, 464-465; Miriam Betts, 
466; Richard, 466; Sarah Middagh, 465; Teunis 
Dircksen, 465 
Van Voorhees, Van Voor Haze, Van Voorhis, Van 
Vorhase (see Voorhees) 
Van Vorst, Van Voorst, Van de Voorst 
Annetje (see Kuyper), 282; Cornelis, 282; Iden, 
323; Johanna (Anna) (see Sip), 323; Maria (see 
Van Giesen), 518 
Van Wagoner, Van Wagening, Van Wagenen (see 
also Garretson) 
Annetje Hermanse, 515; Annetje Jacobs Van 
Winkle, 523; Annetje Sip, 323, 523; Antje Gerrits 
(see Sip), 323; Garret, 524; Geertruy Van Houten, 
524; Gerrit Gerritse, 514, 515, 523; Gerrit Her- 
manisse, 323, 523; Hermanus, 523, 524; Hermanus 
Gerritse, 514, 523, 524; Jannetje Gerrits (see Styn- 
mets), 515; Johannes Gerritse, 323; Johannis, 523; 
Margaret Sip, 323; Ruleff, 524; Sarah ——, 523 
Van Werckhoven, Cornelius (Cornelis), 81, 144 
Van Wesselen, Cornelia (see Lupardus) (see 
Schenck), 67 
Van Westervelt (see Westervelt) 
Van Wickle, Van Wickelen, Van Wicklen, Van 
Wyckle 
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Ann, 467; Ann (Antje) (see Beach), 470; Antje 
(Anne) (see Suydam), 467; Catrina (Trintje) 
Buys, 468; Coevert, 467; Cornelia Lupardus, 470; © 
Dinah (see Probasco), 467; Elsje (Elsee) (see 
Mount), 467; Evert, 467, 470; Evert (Gerritse), 467; 
Evert, Janse, 466, 469, 470, 472; Geertje (see Suy- 
dam), 467; Gerrardina, 468; Gerrardine (Dinah), 
470; Gerrardine (Dinah) Couwenhoven, 467; Ger- 
rit, 467; Ida Remsen, 467; Ida Suydam, 468, 469; 
Jan, 467; Jane Ann ——, 468-469; Mary, 467; 
Mettje ——, 467; Mettje (see Anderson), 467; 
Mettye Symonsen, 467; Nicholas, 467, 468, 470; 
Nicholas, II, 468, 469; Peterneltje (see Hege- 
man), 467; Settje (see Boyce), 467; Seytie, 468; 
Symen, 467, 468, 470; Zytie (see Bergen), 467 

Van Winkle, Van Winkel, Van Winckel, Van Win- 

ckle, Walingen ; ; 

Annatje (see Sip), 513; Annatje Sip, 524; Annetje 
Jacobs (see Van Wagening), 523; Antje Merselis, 
508; Catrina Leah Van Dean, 525; Claesje Ger- 
ritse, 525; Cornelius, 525; Geertje (see Sip), 513; 
Geertje, II (see Sip), 513; Hillegond Sip, 323; 
Jacob Walingen, 524; Janneke Ryerson, 525; Jan- 
netje Kip, 525; Jennie (see Van Houten), 525; 
Johannes Walings, 323; John S., 524-525; John 
S., Judge, 522, 525; Maria Ackerman, 525; Peggy 
(see Doremus), 535; Frientje Van Giesen, 524- 
525; Simeon, 508, 524, 525; Simeon J., 525; Simeon 
Peter, 525; Symon Jacobse, 524; Tryntje Jacobs 
Walingen, 524; Waling Jacobs, 523; Willemyntje 
(see Kip), 301 

Van Wyckle (see Van Wickle) 

Varick, Van Varick 
Abraham, 333; Jane Dey, 504; Martina (see Za- 
briskie), 333; Richard, 504; Upson, 283 

Varleth 
Anna Stuyvesant Bayard, 322; Nicholas, 322 

Veghte 
yeoock Claesen, 453; Lammetje (see Staats), 


Verbryck, Verbryke 
Anna Maria (see Mabie), 191; Antje Brinkerhof, 
281; Bernardus, 409; Henry, 281; Jannetje (see 
Haring), 296; Jannetje Schenck, 409; Maria Har- 
ing, 296; Roeloff, 296; Samuel S., Jr., 191; Samuel, 
Rev., 191 

Verdon (see Ferdon) 

Vermeule 
Cornelius C., 386, 429; Dinah (see Field), 390 

Ver Planken, Abigail (see Van Laer), 270 

Verryn, Jan Jansen, 60 

Verschuur, Margaret, 64 

Vervalen, Vervelen 
Barnardus, 304; John, 297; Mary Taylor, 297 

Verkerk 
Anna (see Van Dyke), 397; Sybrech (see Van 
Duyn), 468 

Verway, Vrouwtjen (see Van Dien) (see Berdan), 
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Viervant, Cornelia (see Ennes), 542 
Villiers, Lysbet de (see Ackerman), 270 
Visscher (see Fisher) 
Voges, Ernest, 124 
Voorhees, Van Vorhase, Van Voor Haze, 
Voorhis, Voorheese, Voorhis 
Abraham, 320, 473; Abraham, Jr., 473; Abraham 
S., 395; Aeltje (see Stoothoff), 77; Aeltje Gerritse, 
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naan Case Ack 
wralia Beach L en de rea 
warniin bie, teres 
Wessels — pees) 20 
a san ar L. Zabriskie, 330; Wessel, 330 

“ti Thomas (see Hendricksen), 180; Pieter, 


wee 
lice, 402; Ann Rudyard, 449; Caroline, 40 i 
’ ? ’ 2° = 
beth (see Applegate), 402; Elizabeth eh we : 
John, 137, 449; John Henry, 402; Peter Johnson, 


57; Albert, 77, 320; Albert C., 445; Albert Stevense, 
320; Alletta (see Quick), 532; Ann, 320; Barrentje 
Willemse, 320; Christina Bogert, 320; Coert, 63; 
Coert Stevense, 77, 406; Corines, 320; Cornelius, 
399; Court G., 445; Mrs. E. B., 392; Elizabeth (see 
Westervelt), 328; Grace (see Zabriskie), 321; Hel- 
ena Van der Schure, 320; Henry, 409; Hendrickje 
Stevense (see Terheun), 309; Jacques, 532; James, 
320; Jan, 320; Jan, II, 320; Jane, 320; Jannetje 
Alberts (see Ackerman), 275; Jannetje Van Hou- 
ten, 320; Johannes, 409; John, 320, 321; John A., 
320; Koert, 90; Lucas, 391; Maria Van Gelden, 
320; Mary (see Pool), 391; Marytje Ditmars, 399; 
Matilda Garretson, 395; Neeltje Koerten (see 
Schenck), 406; Petronella, 90; Polly (see Van 
Emburgh), 274; Ralph, 320; Ralph, Judge, 386; 
Sarah (see Couwenhoven), 399; Sarah Schenck, 
409; Stephen, 389; Stephen Coerte, 320; Stephen 
Court, 398, 406, 407; Susanna Laroe, 320; Tilletje 
Reiniers Wizzel-pennig, 320; William, 320, 321; 
William Albertse, 320 

Vredenburgh 
John S., 435; John S., Rev., 436 

Vreeland, Vree Land (see also Michaelsen, Van 

Broeckhuysen) 
Abraham, 519; Aeltie Van Giesen, 519; Dirck, 514, 
515, 518; Dirck (Derrick), 324; Eder, 136; Elias 
Michielsen, 494; Elizabeth, 324; Elizabeth (see 
Sip), 323; Elizabeth Mason, 519; Enoch, 508; 
Helen Harris, 325; Isaac, 324, 325; Janneke Van 
Houten, 324; Jannetje Marselis Van Houten, 508; 
Jannetje Speer, 519; John, 519; John M., 519; John 
P., 542; Lavina Brinkerhoff, 325; Margaret (see 
Westervelt), 325; Margaret Terhune, 324; Mary 
paeetn (see Demarest), 281; Mary Sipp, 324; 
oe 324, 518, 519; Michael D., 324; Michael 

.. 325; Peter I., 542; Ralph, 519; Richard, 514; 

eg M., 324-325; Warren, 519 
Py Elizabeth (Lybete or Libshe) (see Fisher), 

Vroom 
pendrick, 445; Hendrick Corsen, 427; Sarah Lane, 
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Westbrook, Westbroeck 
Abraham, 551; Abraham, II, 551; Anthony, 499, 
550, 551; Antjen Roosa, 551; Benjamin, 551; 
Clementina (see Bell), 551; Cornelius, 550, 551; 
Eliza, 551; Heyltjen, 551; Johanna, 551; Johannes, 
Sr., 550; Johannes, Jr., 499, 550, 551; Johannes, Jr. 
(II), 551; Lena, 551; Magdalena Decker, 550; Mar- 
garet Low, 551; Maria, 551; Maria Helm, 551; Mar- 
tynus, 551; Michel, 551; Reuben Buckley, 551 

Westerfield, Hester (see Naugle), 305 

Westervelt, Van Westervelt 
Abraham, 311; Ann (see Bogert), 325; Belinda De- 
marest, 325; Benjamin, 305; Benjamin P., 328, 329; 
Catelyntje Taelman, 328; Catharine Larmour, 325; 
Charles P., 327; Cornelius, 510; Daniel, 291, 327; 
Dirkjin Taelman, 327; Douwe, 327; Efie De Groot, 


327, 328; Elizabeth (see Sloat), 210; Elizabeth Van 
- Gertrude (see 


Voorhis, 328; Geesie, 325-326; 

Ackerman), 291, 327; James, 210; Johannes, 326, 
327; Johannes, Jr., 327; Johannes (II) Roelofse, 
327, 328, 329; John L., 325, 326; John P. B., 328; 
Jurrien Lubbertse, 326; Lea Demarest Brouwer, 
327; Lea Poulousse Ferdon Nagel Blackledge, a 
328; Leah (see Ryerson), 510; “Long John, a 
326; Lubbert Lubbertsen, 325, 326, 328; Lucas, 325; 
Margaret (see Van Houten), 319; Margaret ree- 
land, 325; Margrietje Banta Kuyper, 327; Mary, 


etz, 
291; Orsolena (Wesselena), Stym 8° 329; Polly 


Wagoner, Wa 

, gner ° wy Sai, 328; - . 

Walken R Cole, OT; Rachel 327; Rachel Brinkerho® of 
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In Brooklyn, Queens, Staten Island, and Rockland County, New York; the nearby 
counties of New Jersey (Bergen, Middlesex, Monmouth, Somerset); and western 
New Jersey (Essex, Passaic, Hunterdon, Morris, Sussex, Warren Counties) were 
once found thriving villages and towns of Dutch settlers. Today, these areas 
reveal little evidence of what once was, and what remains is under constant 
threat. 


Miss Bailey's study of early Dutch houses and families of this historically rich 
area has done much to “preserve” the heritage. Published originally under the 
auspices of the Holland Society (as was Helen Wilkinson Reynolds’ Dutch Houses 
in the Hudson Valley Before 1776, a Dover reprint, $3.50), it is a major volume 
of architectural history, and it has become increasingly important as the years 
have passed, 


The opening section discusses land titles, modern restoration, types of houses, 
building materials, locations of original settlements, and other general material. 
Then, 210 houses are described, all but a handful illustrated in one -to-a-page 
photographs. The families who built these houses—Blauvelt, Van Dyke, Vander- 
bilt, Wyckoff, Luyster, De Pew, Schenck, Bergen, Lefferts, et al.—read like a “who 
was who” of early New York—New Jersey. The texts that describe each house and 
accompany the plates are a treasury of information: family histories, dates of 
construction, special architecture, former location, and similar material. 


With such exceptions as the Lefferts house and the Wyckoff homestead, both in 
Brooklyn, and a number of other structures, many listed in Miss Bailey's new 
foreword these great homes have been demolished. This book is therefore no 
less than a vital document for architects, students of Americana, and the growing 
number of partisans in America’s restoration movement. 
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Introduction by Franklin Delano Roosevelt. 171 plates, Eight additional photo- 
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with glue. Books open flat for easy reference. The binding will not crack or split. 
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